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TO ALEXANDER BAIRD OF URIE. 


My dear Baird^ 

1 avail myself of a privilege of authurabip, not yet utterly 
obsolete, to place your name at the head of this volume. Your 
long residence in Egypt and your extensive acquaintance with 
its “politic,” private and public, make you a thoroughly com' 
petent judge of the merits and demerits of this volume; and 
encourage me to hope that in reading it you will take something 
of the pleasure I have had in writing it. 

Ever yours sincerely, 

RICHARD F, BURTON, 


Tamgi£r, December 31 , i&S;. 
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THE BOOK OF THE 

THOUSAND NIGHTS AND A NIGHT 
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KItifn ft t^t ^tmbret anb CfQ^tp-nfnib 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, when 
Nur al'Din heard the voice singing these verses he said in himself, 
“ Verily this be the I^dy Miriani chanting without hesitation or 
doubt or suspicion of one from without.* * Woxild Heaven 1 knew 
an my thought be true and if it be indeed she herself or other 
self!” And regrets redoubled upon him and he bemoaned him* 
self and recited these couplets, 

“When my blsraer saw me beside tn)r love * Wban I coet in a sUs that by 
opea wide, 

I fipate not at meeting a woid of repTioaich * Though oft it oomfovt fiid heart 
do chide; 

Quoth the btamer, 'What means this eUence that ban • Thy making an¬ 
swer that hits his pride?* 

And quoth 1, *0 thou who aj fool dear wake, • To misdouhe of lovtn 
and Love deride; 

The sign of lover whcec love is m)e * When he meets his bebv^ is tmim 
to bide.'” 

When he had made an end of these verses, the Lady Miriam 
fetched inkcase and paper and wrote therein; “After honour due 
to the Rasmalah,* may the peace of Allah be upon thee and His 


'Arab. *Wa lA nOmi g^piiiii:*' nt-='wi-.bo(ii atonotfarowuia (conjeowte} of one 
Utenr. 

* Brinii ltii !!, etc. See voL t. lOfi. 


VOU K, 







Alf Laylah wa Laylah, 


iiictcy AiiJ blessing be! I would have thee know that thy 
girl K'liriam saJuteth thee, who longeth sore for thee; and this is 
her message to chee. As soon as this letter shall fall into thy 
hands, do thou arise without stay and delay and apply thyself to 
that we would have of thee with all diligence and beware with all 
wanner of tran^rcssing her commandnient and of sleeping. 
Vr^Tien the first third of the night is past, (for that hour is of 
most favourable of limes) apply thee only to saddling the two 
stallions and fare forth with them both to the Sultan's Oate.^ If 
any ask thee whither thou wend, answ’er. ‘I am going to exercise 
the steeds,' and iM>ne will hinder thee; for the folk of this city trust 
to the losing of the gates," Then she folded the letter in a 
silken kerchief and threw it out of the latticed window to Nur al^ 
Din, who took it and reading it, knew it for the handwriting of the 
Lady Miriam and comprehended all its contents. So he kissed 
the letter and laid it between his eyes; then, calling to mind that 
which had betided him with her of the sweets of lovc'liesse, he 
poured forth his tears whilst lie recited these couplets, 

"Came ynur writ to me in the dead of the night * And desire for ytm 
stirr^ hean and sprite; 

And, rernembered jot's we in union joyed, * Ptaised the Lord who placed 
us in parting pli^L" 

As soon as it was dark Nur ahDin busied bimself with making 
ready the stallions and patiented till the first watch of the night 
was past; when, without a moment dday, Nur al'^Din the lover 
full of teen, saddled them with saddles cf the goodUest, and leading 
them forth of the stable, locked the door after him and repaired 
with them to the dty'gate, where he sat down to await the coming 
of the Princess, Meanwhile, Miriam returned forthright to her 
private apartment, where she found the onc'cyed Watir seated, 
elbow'propt upon a cushion stuffed with ostrich-down; but he was 
ashamed to put forth his hand to her or to bespeak her. \\'hcn 
she saw him, she appealed to her Lord in heart, saying, "Allah' 
umma—O my God—bring him not to his will of me nor to me 
defilement decree after purity!" Then she went up to him and 
made a show of fondness for him and sat down by his side and 
coaxed him. saying, “O my lord, w'hat is this aversion thou diS' 
playest to me? Is it pride or coquetry on thy part? But the 
current byword saith, 'An the salam'salutation he little in demand. 


1 Where he WM* n? iwili her. 
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the sitters salute chose who stand.*' So if. O my lord, thou come 
not to me neither accost me, 1 wil] go to thee and accost thee/* 
Said he, “To thee belong favour and kindness, O Queen oi the 
earth in its length and breadth; and what am I but one of thy 
slaves and the least of thy servants. Indeed, I was ashamed to 
intrude upon thine illustrious presence, O unique pearl, and my 
face is on the earth at thy feet/* She rejoined, “Leave this talk 
and bring us to eat and drink/* Accordingly he shouted to his 
eunuchs and w^omen an order to serve food, and they set before 
them a tray containing birds of e\'ety kind that walk and iy and in 
nests increase and multiply, such as sand'grouse and quails and 
pigcon'poults and Iambs and fatted geese and fried poultry and 
other didies of all sorts and colours. The Princess put out htr 
hand to the tray and began to eat and feed the Wasir with her fair 
fmger'tips and kiss him on the mouth, They ate till they had 
eno u g h and washed their hands, after wiuch the handmaidens 
removed the table of food and set on the service of wine. So 
Princess Miriam filled the cup and drank and gave die Waair to 
drink and serv'cd him with assiduous serv'tce, so that he was like to 
£y for foy and bis breast broadened and he Vi’as of the gbddest. 
When she saw that the wine had gotten the better of ht senses^ 
she thrust her hand into her bosom and brought out a pastil of 
virgin Cretan'Bhang, 'which she had provided againsc such an hour, 
whereof if an elephant smelt a dirham's weight, be would sleep 
from year to year. She distracted his attention and crumbled the 
drug into the cup; then, filling it up, handed it to the W^a^, who 
could hardly credit his senses for delight. So he took it and 
kissing her hand, drank it off. but hardly had it settled in his 
stomach when he fell head foremost to the ground. Then she rose 
and filling two great pairs of saddle-bags with what was light of 
weight and weighty of worth of jewels and iacinths and precious 
stones, together with somewhat of meat and drink, donned harness 
of war and armed herself for fight. She also took with her for Mur 
al'Din what should rejoice him of rich and royal apparel and 
splendid arms and armour, and shouldering tlu bags (for indeed 
her strength equalled her valiancy), hastened forth from the new 
pakee to join her lover. On this wise fared it with the Lady 


»/Ij h rute^ uTTmnRSt NftysTcms ihi rider laJitPct tUt m fppt i^nd ilic liEtcr tliojc 
who lit The m tKr fizxi iwe|Jcea.Jta tKc ChrUtiin vuinx Mohmanwd miJ 

the Mduiialfli+ which it, I hted KflrdJr utm\y unknciwn to M^arnxncdAii*. 
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Axj' LjiyLAti WA LAyiAH- 


^ir tam ; but as regards Nur al^Din,'-And Shahraiad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her pennitced say, 

it \iizs ttt Cistil ll^unbrth anD 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Lady Miriain left the new p^ace, she went straightways to 
meet her lover for indeed she w’as as vahant as she was strong; 
but Nur al'Din the distnucte^ the full of teen, sat at the dty-gaie 
bending the horses’ halters in hand, till Allah (to whom belong 
h^jesty and Might) sent a sleep upon him and he slept—glory be 
to Him who sleep^ not! Now at that time the Kings of the 
Islands had spent much treasure in bribing folk to steal the two 
steeds or one of them; and in those days there was a black slave, 
had been reared in the islands skilled in horse'lifting; where' 
fore the Kings of the Franks seduced him with wealth gdore to 
steal one of the stallions and promised him, if he could avail to lift 
the two, that they would give him a whole aland and siduc him 
with a splendid robe of honour. He had long gone about the dry of 
France in disguise, but succeeded not in taking the horses, whilst 
they were with the King; hut, when he gave them in free gift to 
the Wadr and the monocular one carried them to his own stable, 
the blackamoor thief rejoiced with joy exceeding and made sure 
of success, saying in himself, “By the virtue of the Messiah and 
the Faith which is no liar, 1 certainly steal the twain of themP 

Now he had gone out that very night, intending for the stable, to 
lift them; but, as he walked along, behold, he caught sight of 
Nur al'Din lying asleep, with the halters in his hands. So he 
went up to the horses and loosing the halters from their heads, 
was aborrt to mount one of them and drive the other before him, 
when suddenly up came the Ptincess Miriam, carrying on her 
shoulders the couple of saddle-bags. She mistook the black for 
Nur al'Din and handed him one pair of bags, which he laid on 
one of the stallions: after which she gave btm the other and he set 
it on the second steed, without word said to discover that it was not 
her lover. Then they mounted and rode out of the gate’ in 
silenee till presently she asked, "O my lord Nur al-Din, what 


^TKe «orT-«lleT dcsejt nor tciticmber that dry-fclk tmst to the loddng of the 
■irri'' (dccdxnix.); tnd fonseti tf> tdl u% tbit the tank the kert from ibe Wmr 

wham fhc hul kocuned. In m CAnertiUr oorrecced Anbic Edmnfi nf The Nlfiha, n book 
much winced^ the Ccni wiiich ire nw bi ft mutifeted ftiu hz Kipptf^d witk time 
drfiiii- 



Au Nutl AJ-'DiN and MlSiAM. 




aileth to be silent?” Whereupon the black turned to her 
and cried angrily, “What sayst thou, O damsel?’ When she 
beard the slave’s barbarous accents, she knew that the speech was 
not of Nur al'Din; so raising her eyes she looked at him and saw 
that he was a black chattel, snub'nosed and wide-tnouthed, ^th 
nostrils like ewers; whereupon the light in her eyes became night 
and she asked him, "Who art thou, O Shaykh of the sons of Ham 
and what among men is thy name?” He answered, "O daughter 
of the my name is Mas'ud, the lifter of horses, when folk 
dumber and sleep.” She made him no reply, but straightway 
barmg her bla^, smote him on the nape and the blade came out 
gleaming from ^s throat'tendons, whereupon he fell earthwards, 
weltering in his blood, and Allah humed lis soul to the Fire and 
abiding-place dire. Then she took the other horse by the bridle 
and retraced her steps in search of T>Jur al-Din, whom she found 
lying, asleep and snoring, in the place where she had appointed 
him to meet her, hen ding the halters in hand, yet knowing not his 
fingers from his feet. So she dismounted and gave him a cuff,^ 
whereupon he awoke in affright and said to her, 
praised be Allah for thy safe coming!” Said she Rise and 
back this steed and hold thy tongue!" So he rose and mounted 
one of the stallions, whilst bestrode the other, and they went 
forth the city and rode on aw'hde in silence. Then said she to 
him, “Did I not bid thee beware of sleeping? Verily, he pros' 
pereth nor who sleepeth." He rejoined, “O my lady, T slept not 
but because of rhe cooling of my heart by reason of thy promise. 
But what hath happened, O my lady?" So she told him her 
adventure with the black, first and last, and he said, “Praised be 


* Which probalily mm\d nor he the hit irJmiinttcn:d to him hy ikfi Amfwnin 

who iftcf her mule td npiiroach the bfiickamoor muil h*^ known 

him to fee COWfirdly ■* Ciirenci gfcnCMlIjf WC- Mnrrovcr, he hid theme iti feii peA~ 
mwntry Uke the r«mnt FcUah-idfiieTi, in the wretched asataii the 

flofelt SMioj nterwiiv "ho excised thdr running iwny by ''Wn ire Egypdinj" 

i.£, fo& good men inc! Moalernt to Tosc <iuf hvet bewntto you Fr»nii dogJChris^ 
tiana. Yet under Mohimmed Ali the GreJitt cunqueted the ”co3Frjp4ted 

Arab* (RlgrlmPEe iii, 48) of AbAeir (OtshirJ at Kuel ind m W'eMuibi.kjid *nd put tiw 
Tmkt ® 4 t the battfe of N'siifb. ami ihe Uiw GencraJ Jocfemui ufured me that he 
lived Wi ecamuantl, the Dttomin en^alrr iti Syria^ by ilwaya msuacHivring m lefutc ■ 
jMfiched bitfk. But ^tohimmed M\ knr# hU men. He never hSltd m thooc ■ nsfi- 
KWiT^ and all hii officerii even the licuttiui.nt*, wepe Turk* or Alban tarts- Paiki 

wu Vhc firtt m appoint Fellab^ciSfictrt anil under ihtir Hmunand the soldier, 

one of the belt tn the Eiit, *1 ontn: beceme tfee wtnuf- We have at W fmind the right 
way te make them fighi, by officering thw wirh Eneli^nt, but wc mml mc ne^ect 
the iboodn|g pmeest wEienever ffeey dare lo rum tail. 
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Allah for safety!" Then they fared on at full speed, committing 
thar affair to the Subtle, the AU'wisc and conversing as they 
went, tiU they came to the place where the black lay prostrate in 
the dust, as he were an Ifrit, and Minam said to Nur al^Din, 
"Dismount; strip him of his clothes and take his arms/* He 
answered. "By Allah, O my Udy, 1 dare not dismount nor ap' 
preach him." And indeed he marvelled at the blackamoor's 
stature and praised the Princess for her deed, wonderina the while 
at her valour and stout'heartedness. They fared on lustily and 
ceased not so doing all that night and Iwtcd not till the day 
broke with its shine and sheen and the sun shone bright upon 
plain and height when they came to a wide riverino lea wherein 
the gazelles were frisking gracefully. Its surface was clothed 
with green and on all sides fruit trees of every kind were seen: its 
slopes for Sowers like serpents* bellies showed, and birds sang on 
boughs aloud and its nils in manifold runnels flowed. And indeed 
it was as saith the poet and saith well and accomplisheth the 
hearer's desire, 

‘‘R<W7 red Wady fiot with summcT'gtow. ♦ Where twofold talc of conunon 
growth w;l& piled. 

In capsc vjc halted whemo bent to us * Branches, bendeth nurae o*cr 
\vcanlinij-<hild. 

And pure cold WAt^r quenching thirst wc sipped i • To eup^matc sweeter 
than old wne and mild i 

Ftoin in-Trs? side it Ehut. out sheeti of sub * ScrcoidikffT but wcoed the 
brecK Co cool the wild: 

And pebbles, sweet as mddens deekt and dJght • And soft aa ihie^ded 
the touch beguiltcd/^ 

And as saith another* 

**Afid when birdie^ oVr warHe its [akclet, it • Lcsigin^^ faver to seek 
It when! EPQnitng glim's; 

For like?: to Paradise lie its hanhj * With shade and frutore and fount 
that flows.'* 

Presently Princess Mrriam and Nur al^Din alighted to rest m thk 

Wady*-And Shahmad percdved the dawn of day and ceased 

say mg her penmttcd say, 

ffifjtn it teas ffit €i^t iC^unhrrls anh i^inetp-ftrst 

She said.. It hath reached me, O aiispidom King* that when 
Princess Miriam and Ncir jil-Din alighted in that valley* they 

fa* It dvottld bt prtoftd prcTfoiu pfitcc^^ Inat^ of Al-w al*kArt ) 
certainly not a TJS. In ihh jiIbh , 
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ate of its fruits and drank of irs streams, after tummg the stedlions 
loose to pasture; then they sat talking and recalling their past 
and all that had befallen them and complaining one to other of 
the pangs of parting and of the hardships suffered for estrange' 
menc and love-longing. As they were thus engaged, ^Id, ^^e 
arose in distance a dust^cloud whicb spr<^d tOl it wall^ tbe 
world, and they heard the neighing of horses and clank of anus 
and armour* Now the reason of this was, that after the Prince® 
had been bestowed in wedlock upon the Wazir who had gone b 
^ Jier that njghti the Kbg went forth at daybreak, to give the 
couple good morrow, ta kin g with him, after the custom ot Kbgj 
with their daughters, a gift of sdken stuffs and scattering gold and 
silver among the eunuchs and tire'WMinen, that they might stiacw 
at and scramble for it. And he fared on escort^ by one of his 
pages; but when he came to the new palace, he found the Wazir 
prostrate on the carpet, knowbg not his head from his heels, so 
he searched the place right and left for his daughter, but found 
her not; whereat he was troubled sore with concern g^ore and 
his wits forloie. Then he bade bring hot u.'ater and virgin vbe^r 
and frankincense’ and mbgling them together, blew me mccturc 
bto the Wazir ‘5 nostrils and shook him, whexeupon he c^ the 
Bhang forth of hLs stomach, as it were a bit of chee^. lU re¬ 
peated the process, whereupon the Minister came to hbiself and 
the King questioned him of his case and that of his daughter. 
He rcplbd. “O mighty King, I have no knowledge of her save 
that she poured me out a cup of wine with her own hand; and 
from that tide to this I have no recolkction of aught nor know 1 
what is come of her.” When the Kmg heard this, the light in 
his eyes became night and he drtnv his scymiiar and smote the 
Warir on the head, that the steel came out gleaming from 
Ids grinder teeth. Then, without an instant delay, he ^Ilcd the 
grooms and syces and demanded of them the two^pns: but 
they said, “O King, the two steeds were lost m the night and 
together with them our chief, tlv^ Master of Hoi^; for, wh^ we 
awoke m the morning, we found all the doors ™dc open, Uned 
the King, “By the faith of me and by all wher^ my bcLef is 
stablishcd on certainty, none but my daughter hath ta^ the 
steeds* she and the Moslem capti ve which used to tend the ^.^hurch 

» "KiwJHr.” Pcfi. iikii .Amis, rmnni, msifirh, franlsinwEic, th* Lutrlienn licrr 

jncxnt. 
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and whidi took her aforetitner Indeed 1 knew- him right well and 
none delivened him ffom my hand save this one-eyed Warir* but 
now he_ IS requited tus deed." Then the King called his three 
son^ who were three doughty champions, each of whom could 
withstand a thousand horse in the field of strife and the stead 
wh^e cut Md thrust are rife; and bade them mount. So they 
cook hoi^ forAwrth and the King and the flower of his knighto 
and nobles and officers mounted with them and followed on the 
tr^ of the^jm-es tm Miriam saw them, when she mounted her 

^ Then shesaid 

It wi^ thee and how is thy heart for fight 
|md stnfe and frayr Said he, "Verily, my steadfastness in 
IS as the steadfastness of the stake in bran.‘" And he 
imptovised and said, 

^ • Nor drive me m d=uh CT m jurimi* 

^ =md fighr • WM at the croak of tfac 
^ • And for very fuiJt I bepia 

other shoufl * Rigbleoufi as tha in my right. 

Now when Miriam heard 1^ speech and the verse he made, she 
laughed and singly said, O my lord Nur al-Din, abide in thy 

place and I will keep thee from their ill grace, though they be as 
the SM^ds in number. But mount and ride in rear of me and 
jf we be drfeated and put to flight, beware of falling, for none can 
o^ake thy steed. & saying, she turned her Lmihead towards 
toe m plain ^d pve her horse the rein, whereupon he darted off 

like wters that from straitness 
of pps outeiJ. Now Minam ^ the doughtiest of the folk of 

hnd ^ tier father 

^ taught her, whMshe was yet fittle, on steeds to ride and dive 

^fn ^ d^kne^ of the night in the battle ride. When 
well and turning to his eldest son. said, "O Bartaut,’ thou who art 


(WttiJcd. Ftt hoih aiKt the wt»rae« ttt the m 
m wnicJi wc recBBCLiu th#' 


popteiicd. fit 6«h cum the 
w ewme, m which tre iraignlK the CemM. Brnhold, 
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sumamed Ras al-Killaut' this is assuredly thy sister Mtnam who 
chargeth upon us, and she seeketh to wage war and fight fray with 
us. So go thou out tn give her battle; and I enjoin thee by the 
Messiah and the Faith which is no bar, an thou get the better of her* 
kill her not till thou have propounded to her tne Natarene faith. 
An return to lier old creed, bring her to me prisijner: but an 
she refuse, do her die by the foulest death and make of her the 
vilest of examples, as well as the accursed which is with her/* 
Quoth Baitaut, “Hearkening and obedience”; and, rushing out 
forthright to meet his sister, said to her, “O Miriam, doth not 
what hath already befallen us on thine account suffice the^ but 
thou must leave the faith of thy fathers and forefathers and follow 
after the faith of the Vagrants in the lands, that is to say, the faith 
of Al'Islam? By the virtue of the Messi^ and the Faith which 
is no bar, except thou return to the creed of die Kings thy Forc' 
bears and walk therein after the goodliest fashion, 1 will put thee 
to an ill death and make of thee the most shameful of ensampLes!'’ 
But Miriam laughcad at his speech and repbed, “WcU-away! Far 
be it that the past should present stay or that he who is dead 
should a^in see dayf 1 will make thee drink the sourest of 
regretst By Allah, I will not turn back upon the faith of 
Mohammed son of Abdullah, who made salvation general; for his 
is the True Faith; nor will I leave the right road though 1 drain 

the cup of ruinl”--And Sbahraaad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 

mtitn it test! tfie Cighf ^tinbrclH anb ^tntif'Mctorib 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
Miriam exclaimed to her brother, “Wdl^awayf Heaven forfend 
that I turn back from the faith of Mohammed Abdullah'son who 
made salvation general; for his is the Right Road nor will I leave 
it although I drain the cup of ruin.” the accursed Bartaut 

heard this, the light in his eyes became night, the matter was great 
and grievous to him and between them there befd a sore fi^t. The 
twain swayed to and fro battling throughout the length and 
breadth of the \’alley and manfully enduring the stress of combat 
singular, whilst all eyes upon them were fixed in admiring sur¬ 
prise; after which they wheeled about and foined and feinted for 
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h bng bout and as often as Bamut op^ed on his sister Mirtam 
a gate of war/ she dosed it to and put it to naught, of the goodli' 
ness of her skill and her art in the use of arms and her cunning of 
cavalarice. Nor ceased they so doing till the dust overhung their 
heads vauit'wise and they were hidden from men's eyes; and she 
ceased nut to balUe Barcauc and stop the way upon him, till he 
was weary and his courage wavered and his resolotioit was 
worsted and his strength weened; whereupon she smote him on 
the nape, that the sword came out gleaming from his throac 
tendons and Allah hurried his soul to the Fire and the abiding^ 
place which is dire. Then Miriam wheeled about in the battle' 
plain and the stead where cut and thrust are fain; and championed 
it and offered battle, ciying out and saying, "Who is for fighting? 
Who is for jousting? Let come forth to me tiyday no weakling or 
aiderling; ay, let none come forth to me but the champions who 
the enemies of The Faith represent, that I may give them to drink 
the cup of ignominious punishment, O w’orshippers of idols, O 
miscreants, O rebellious folk, this day verily shall the faces of the 
people of the True Faith be whitened and theirs wIki deny the 
O^mpassionate be blackened*" Now when the Ring saw his 
eldest son slam, he smote his face and rent his dress and cried out 
to his second son, saying. "O Boxtus, thou vi'ho art sumamed 
Khara al-Sus,* go forth, O my son, in haste and do battle with thy 
sister Miriam; avenge me the death of thy brother Banaut and 
bring her to me a prisoner, abject and humdiated!" He answered, 
“He^kening and obedience, O my sire, and charging down dmve 
at bis sister, ivho met him in mid career, and they fought, he and 
she, a sore fight, yet sorer than the first, Bartus right soon found 
himself unable to ceme with her might and w'ould have sought 
safety in flight, but of the greatness of her prowess could not avad 
unto this sleight; for, as often as he turned to flee, she drave after 
him and still clave to him and pressed him hard, till presently she 
smote with the sword in bus throat, that it issued gleaming 
from his nape, and sent him after his brother. Then she wheeled 
about in the mid-field and plain w^here cut and thrust are dealed, 
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crying out and saying, "Where be die Knights? Where be the 
Braves? W^here is the onc'eyed Wazir, the Lmieter, of the oxioked 
faidi‘ the worthy believer?" Thereupon the King her father cried 
out with heart in bleeding guise and tear'ulcerated eyis* * saying, 
*'She hath slain my second eon, by the virtue of the Messiah and 
the Faith which is no liar!" And he called aloud to his youngest 
son, saying, "O Fasyan, sumamed Salh al-Subyan," go forth, O my 
son, CO dt) battle with thy sister and take of her the blood'wrcak 
for thy brothers and fall on her, come what may; and whether 
thou or thou lose the day*; and if thou conquer h^, stay her 
with foulest slaughter!’' So he drave out to Mriam, who ran 
at him with the I^t of her skill and charged him with the good^ 
liness of her cleverness and her courage and her cunning in fence 
and cavalarice, crying to him, "O accursed, O enemy of Allah 
and the Moslems, I will assuredly send thee after thy broduars 
and woeful is the abiding'place of the Miscreants!'’ So saying, 
she unsheathed her sword and smote him and cut off his head 
and arms and sent him after his brothers and Allah hurried his 
soul to the Fire and the abiding-place dire. Now when the 
Knights and the riders who rode with her sire saw his three sons 
slain, who were the doughtiest of the folk of their day, there fell 
on their hearts terror of the Princess Miriam, awe of her ovm‘' 
powo^ed them: they bowed their heads earthwards and they 
made sure of ruin and confusion, disgrace and destruction. So 
w-ith the flames of hate blaming in heart they turned tbdr backs forth' 
ri^t and addressed themselves to flight. When the King saw his 
sons slain and on his fiyrng troops cast sight, there fell on him bcwil' 
dement and affright, whilst his heart aho was a'ffre for despight. 
Then quoth he to himself, "in very sooth Princess Miriam hath 
belittled us; and if 1 \’enture myself and go out against her alone, 
haply she will gar me succumb and slay me without ruth, even as 
she slew her brathers and make of me the foulest of examples, 
for she hath no longer any desire for us nor have we of her 
return any hope. \V^crefore it were the better rede that I guard 
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mine htinour and return to my capital." So he gave tcins to bis 
chcurger and rode back to his dty. But when be found bimseEf in 
bis palace, £re was loo^ in his bean for rage and chagrin at the 
death of his three ^lant sons and the defeat of bis troops and 
the disgrace to his honour; nor did he abide half an hour ere he 
summoned his Grandees and Officers of ^te and complained to 
them of that his daughter Kiiriaia had dcrne with him of the 
slaughter of her brothers and all he suffered therefrom of passion 
and chagrin, and sought adduce of them. They all counselled 
him to write to the Vicar of Allah in His earth, the Commander 
of the Faithful, Harun al'Ra^id, and acquaint him with his dr' 
cumstance. So he wrote a letter to the Caliph, containing, after 
the usual salutations, the following words. "We have a daughter, 
Miriam the Girdlc'girl hight, who hath been seduced and 
debauched from us by a Moslem captive, named Nur al'Dln Ali, 
son of the merchant Taj al'Din of Cairo, and he hath taken her 
by night and went forth with her to his own country; wherefore 
1 beg of the favour of our brd the Commander of the Faithful 
that he write to all the lands of the Moslems to seize her and 

send her back to us by a trusty messenger."-And Sbahrazad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted 
say. 


ffltrtn f! toafl eight ^nhreti anh ^iiTttp*t||irb .^('ghf. 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
King of France wrote to the Cah'ph and Prince of True Believers, 
Harun al'Rasbid, a writ humbling himself by asking for his 
dauEhter Miriam and begging of bis favour that he write to all 
the Moslems, enjoining her seizure and sending back to him by 
a trusty messenger of the servant of his Highness the Commander 
of the Faithful; adding, "And in requital of your help and 
aidance in this matter, we will appoint to you half of the city of 
Rome the Great, that thou mayst build therein mosques for the 
Moslems, and the tribute thcTeof shall be forwarded to you," 
And after writing this writ, by rede of his Grandees and Lords of 
the land, be fold^ the scroll and calling bis Wazir, whom he had 
appointed in the stead of the monocular Minister, bade him seal 
it with the seal of the kingdom, and the Officers of state also set 
hands and seals thereto; ^ter which the King bade the Wazir 
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bear the letter to Baghdad.* the Palace of Peace, and hand it into 
the Caliph s own hand, saying. “An thou bring ber back, thou 
shalt have of me the fiefs of two Emirs and I wm bestow on thee 
a robe of honour with two'fold fringes of gold. The ^Vazir set 
out with the letter and fared on over hill and dale, rill he came 
to the city of Baghdad, where he ^x>de three days, rill he was 
rested from the way, w*hen he sought the Palace of the Commander 
of the Faithful and when guided diereto he entered it and ciaved 
audience. The Caliph bade admit him; so he went in ^d 
kissing ground before him, handed to him the letter of the King 
of France, together with rich gifts and rare pr^ts beseeming 
the rVi mmandgr of the Faithful. When the C^ph read the writ 
and apprehended its sipiificance, he commanded his ^^asir to 
write, without stay or delay, despatches to all the lands of the 
Moslems, setting out the name and favour of Princess Miriam 
and of Nut al'Din, stating how they had ebped and bidding all 
who found them lay hands on them and send them to the 
Commander of the Faithful, and wamir^ them on no wise in that 
matter to use delay or indifference. So the ^Vaair wrote die 
letters and scaling them, despatched them by couriers to the 
different Governors, who hastened to obey the Caliph s cootimand' 
ment and addressed themselves to make search in all the lands for 
persons of such name and favour. On this wise it fared with 
the Govemore and their subjects; but as regards Nur al'Din and 
Miriam the Girdle-girl, they fared on without delay after defeating 
the King of France and his force and the Protector protected 
rh<>m ^ till they came to the land of Syria and entered Damascus^ 
city. Now the couriers of the Caliph had foregone them thither 
by a day and the Emir of Damascus knew that he was commanded 
to arrest the twain as soon as found, that he might send them to 
the Calipb. Accordingly, when they altered the city, the secret 
police accosted them and asked diem their names. They told 
them the miiih and acquainted them with their adventure and all 
that had betided them; whereupon they knew them for those of 
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whom they were in search and seising them, carried them before 
the Governor of the dty. He despatched them to the dty of 
Baghdad under escort of Im oficers who, when they came thither, 
craved audience of the Caliph which he gtadoudy granted: so 
they came into the presence; and, kissing ground before him, 
said, “O Commander of the faithful, this is Miriam the Girdic' 
girl, daughter of the King of France, and this is the captive Nur 
al'Din, son of the merchant Taj al'Din of Cairo, who debauched 
her from her sire and stealing her from his kingdom and country 
fled with her to Damascus, where we found the twain as they 
entered the city, and questioned them. They told us the truth 
of their case: so we laid hands on them and brought them 
before thee.” The Caliph looked at Miriam and saw that she was 
slender and shapdy of form and stature, the handsomest of 
the folk of her tide and the unique pearl of her age and her 
time; sweet of speech’ and fluent of tongue, stable of sotd 
and hearty of heart. Thereupon she kissed the ground between 
his hands and wished him permanence of glory and pros^ 
perity and surcease of evil and enmity. He admired the 
beauty of her figure and the sweetness of her voice and the read!' 
ness of her replies and said to her, ‘^Arr thou Miriam the Girdle- 
girl, daughter of the King of France?" Answered she, “Yes, 
O Prince of True Believers and Priest of those who the Unity 
of Allah receive and Defender of the Faith and cousin of the 
Primate of the Aposttes?” Then the CaLph turned to Nur al-Din 
and seeing him to be a shapely youth, as he were the shining 
full moon on fourteenth night, said to him, “And thou, art thou 
All Nur al'Diti, son of the merchant Taj al-Din of Cairo?" Said 
be, “Yes, O Commander of the Faithful and stay of those who 
for righteousness are care fuJl!” The Caliph asked, "How 
come^ it that thou hast taken this damrel and fled forth with 
hCT of her facer’s kingdom?" So Nur al-Din proceeded to 
relate to the Comman^ of the Faithful afl his past, first and 
last; whereat the CaUph was astonied with extreme astonish* 
ment and diverted and exclaimed, “How manifold are the 
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sufferings thM mm suffer!"-And Sl^ad perceived the 

dawn ot day and ceased to say hex pcmitteo say. 


m^en (t tnatf fljt (Cigfjt |&«iiDrcli ani ilinetp-toucrij 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspia^s 

the Caliph Harun al-Rashid asked Nur al-Dm of his advenn^ 

and was told of all that had pas^, firet and list, he was ^tom^ 

with extreme astonishment and cxclauioed, manifold ^ 

the sufferings that men suffer 1" Then he turned to 

and said to lier, “Know. O Mimm, tj 

France, hath written CO me anenc thee- What sa^ tJrou, ^he 

replied “O Vicar of Albh on His earth and Executor of the 
precepts of His prophet and commands to tn^ s unworth, may 
He vouchsafe th^ eternal prospen'ty thee 

enmity? Thou art Viceregent of Allah m His 1 t^^e 

entered thy Faith, for that it is the creed which Truth 
Righteousness inspire; and I have left the religion of the^s^ 
cr^nts who make the Messiah a liar.- ^ I am become a True 
Believer in Allah the Bountiful and in the revelation of H^ 
passionate Apostle. 1 wo^ip Mah 
He!) and acknowledge Him to be the ^e God and 
myself humbly before Him and glonty Him; and 1 say be^rt 
the Caliph. 'Verdy. I testify tlmt there is no god tot the God 
and 1 testify that Mohammed is the of whom 

He sent with the Guidance and the True t^aith, He might 
Tnatrp it victorious ovct Evcfy other religion, albat they who assign 
partners to God to avei^' from it.'= Is it therefore m thy cj^ 
^ce, O Commander of the Faithful, to comply wth the letm 
of the King of the heretics and send me back to the [and of the 
schismatics who deny The Faith and give partners to the AU^ 
King, who magnify the Cross and bow down before idols and 
believe in the divinity of Jesus, for all he was only a creature? 
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An thou deal with me thus, O Viceregent of Allah, I will lay 
hold upon thy dciits on the Day of Muster before the Lord and 
make my complaint of thee to thy cousin the Apostle oi Allah 
(whom God assain and preserve!) on the Day when wealth 
availeth not neither children save one come unto Allah whole' 
hearted‘I” Answered the Caliph^ “O Miriam^ Allah forfend 
that I should do this ever! How can I send back a Moslemah 
believer in the one God and in His Apostle to that which Allah 
bath forbidden and eke His Messenger hath forbidden?" Quoth 
^e, “I testify tLii there is no god but the God and that 
Mohammed is the Apostle of God!" Rejoined the Caliph, 'XD 
Minam, Allah bless and direci; thee in the way of righteousness! 
Since thou art a Moslemah and a believer in Allah the One, I 
owe thee a duty of obligation and it is that 1 should never tianS' 
gress against thee nor forsake thee, though be lavished unto toe 
on thme account the world full of gold and gems. So be of good 
cheer and eyes dear of rear; and be thy breast broadened and 
thy case naught save easy. Art thou willing that this youth 
All of Cairo be to thee man and thou to him wife?" Replied 
Muiam. “O Prince of True Believers, how should I be other 
than willing to take him to husband, s^ing that he bought me 
with his money and hath entreated me with the utmost kindness 
and, for ciown of his good ofEces, he hath ventured his life for 
my sake many times?” So the C^iph summoned the Kaai and 
the witnesses and married her to him assigning her a dowry and 
causing the Grandees of his realm be present and the marriage 
day was a notable. Then he turned to the Wazir of the French 
King, who was present, and said to him, ‘^Hast thou heard her 
woras? How CM I her send back to her father the Infidel, 
seemg that she is a Moslemah and a believer in the Unity? 
Belike he will evil entreat her and deal harshly with her, more 
by token that she hath slain his sons, and 1 shall b^r blame 
for her on Resurrection-thy. And indeed quoth the Almighty 
'Allah will by no means make a way for the Infidels over the 
True Believcn,*’ So return to thy King and say to him, 
*Tuiti from this thing and hope not to come at thy desire there- 
oL’ “ Now ihfe Wazir was a Zany: so he said to the Caliph, “O 


* K<tnitt xTvi. 8^. Fof a verr lndif^rcnt mndiw (wiij ibnditticnt) cif thii rp«ht 
Kf S:iT(pftiiy Jyly 

'KoTsrstV 140. 




Au Nim al^Din and Miriau. 


17 


Commander of tiie Faithful, by the virtue of the Messiah and 
the Faith which is no liar, were Miriam forty times a Moslemafa 
and forty times thereto, i may not de^rt from thee without that 
Miriam ? And if thou send her not back with me of 
free will, I will hie me to her tire and cause him despatch thee 
an hc* *st, wherewith I wih coinc upon you from the landward and 
the seaward; and the van whereof shall be at your capital city 
whilst the rear is yet on the Euphrates' and they shall ky waste 
thy realms.^' When the Caliph heard, these words from the 
accursed Wazir of the Kmg of Franco, the light in his face 
became night and he was wroth at his speech with exceeding 
wrath and said to liim, “O damned one, O dog of the Kacarenes, 
art thou come to such power that thou durst assail me with the 
King of the Franks?" Then quoth he to his guards, ’*Take this 
accursed and do him die"; and he repeated this couplet,* 

‘This be ha lecompeuse who will * Oppose and th^'art his bcttzrs' will" 

Then he oommanded to cut off the Watir's head and bum his 
body; but Princess Miriam cried, "O Commander of the Faith' 
ful, soil not thy sword with the blood of this accursed," So 
saying, she baml her brand and smote him and made his head 
fly from his corpse, and he w'ent to the house of ungiace; his 
abo^ was Gehenna, and esdl is the abtding'place, The Caliph 
marvelled at the force of her forc'arm and the strength of her 
mind, and they carried the dead Watir forth of the pavilion and 
burnt him. Then the Commander of the Faithful be^wed upon 
Nur al'Din 3 splendid robe of honour and asti^ed to him and 
her a lodging in his palace. Moreover, he appointed them solde 
and rations, and commanded to transport to their quarters all 
they needed of raiment and furniture and vessels of price. They 
sojourned awhile in Baghdad in aU delight of life and solace 
thereof till Nur al-Dm longed for his mother and father, So he 
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submjcted the matter to the Caliph and sought his leave to revisit 
his native land and visit his k^folk, and he granted bun the 
pemusaion be sought and calling Miriam^ commended tiicin each 
to other. He also loaded them with costly presents and niritks 
and bade v/rite letters to the Emirs and Olema and notables of 
Cairo the God'guankd, commending Nut al'Din and his wife 
and parents to thetr care and charging them honour them with 
the nighmost honour. When the news reached Cairo, the 
merch^t Taj aJ'Din joyed at the return of his son and Nur 
al'Din^s mother likewise tejaiced therein with passing joy. The 
Emim and the notables of the city went forth to meet him, in 
obedience to the Caliph's injunctions, and indeed it was for them 
a right notC'Worthy day, wherein foregathered the lover and the 
beloved and the seeker attained the sought, hdoreover, all the 
Emirs made them bride-feasts, each on his own day, and joyed in 
them with joy exceeding and wed in doing them honour, one the 
other succe^ing. When Nur al Din foregathered with his mother 
and father, they were gladdened in each other with the utmost 
gladne^ and care and afiliedon ceased from them, whilst his 
pwents Joyed no less in the Princess Miriam and honoured her 
with the highmost honour. Every day, there came to iliem 
presents from all the Emirs and great merchants, and they were 
in new dcUght and gladness exceeding the gladnc^ of festival. 
Then they ceased not abiding in solace and pleasance and g:iod 
cheer and abounding prosperity, eating and arinldng with mirth 
and merriment, till uiere came to them the Destroyer of delights 
and Sundeter of societies. Waster of houses and palace-domes 
and Pcopler of the bellies of the tombs. So the>' were removed 
from worldly stead and became of the nuinber of the dead; and 
glory be to the Living One, who dieth not and in whose hand are 
the keys of the Seen and the Unseen! And a talc was abo told 
by the Emir Shuja' al-Din,’ Prefect of Cairo anep t 
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THE MAN OF UPPER EGYPT AND HIS FRANKISH 

WIFE. 

We by one night in the hoiise of a man of the Sa'id or Upper 
Egypt, and he ascertained us and entreated us hospicahty. Now 
he was a very old man swart with sscceeding swarthiness, and he 
had little children, who were white, of a white dashed with red. 
So we said to him, “‘Harkye, such an one, bow oometh it that 
thy childrcn are white, whilst thou thyself art passing 
swart?" And he said, "IHicir mother was a Frankish woman, 
whom I took prisoner in the days of Al-Malik ai'Nasir Salah 
after the battle of Hattin,* when 1 was a young man," 
We asked, '‘And how gottest thou her?’* and he answered, “T 
had a rare adventure widi her." Quoth we, “Favour us with it;" 
and quoth he, “With all my heart! You must know that I ona 
sowed a crop of ilac in these parts and pulled it and scutched it 
and spent on it five hundred gold pieces; after which I would 
have sold it, but could get no more t^n this therefor, and the 
foUt said to me, 'Carry it to Acre: for there thou wilt haply 
make good gain by it,' Now Acre was then in the hands of the 
Franks*; so I carried my flaK thither and sold part of it at six 
months’ credit. One day, as 1 was selling, behold, there came up 
a Frankish woman (now 'tis the custom of the women of the 
Franks to go about the market streets with unveiled faces), to 
buy flax of me, and I saw of her beauty what daied my wits. 
So I sold her somewhat of flax and was easy with her concerning 
the price; and ^ took it and went away. Some days after, she 
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rtrisoil if ir weic ttiEI jui unknown and imtiltf tn tociE Cairt-ne ino«qtic. 

*'Akki CAtjel taken by Silndin on July 19 ^ UtT, The Egyptian that he 
WAi. n% Acre in 11^4 or tliree >'&ars before the at HiEtin t dcocxcv.). 
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neiumcd and bought somewhat more fias of me and 1 was yet 
easier with her about the price; and she repeated her visits to iiie» 
seeing that 1 was in love with lier. Now was used to w'alk in 
company of an old woman to whom 1 said, ‘I am sore enamoured 
of thy mistress. Canst thou ccFntrive for me to eajoy her?’ 
Quoth she, 'I will contrive this for thee; but the secret must not 
go beyond us three, me, thee and her; and there is no help but 
chat thou be lavish with money, to boot/ And I answered, 
saying, "Though my life were the price of her favours ‘twere no 

great matter,"’-And Shahrasad perceived the daijm of day 

and ceased aaying her permitted say. 


lahtn tt bias the Ciflftt S&unhrcl) ant) ^tnetp-Wth 

She said. It bath reached me, O auspicious King, that the old 
woman said to the man, “However the secret must not go beyond 
us three, to wit me, thee and her; and there is no help but thou 
be lavish of thy money to boot/' He replied, ‘Though my life 
were the price of her favours ’twere no great matter," “So it was 
agreed" (continued the man of Upper Egypt), "that 1 ^ould pay 
her fifty dinars and that she should come to me; whereupon 1 
procutTM the money and gave it to the old woman. She took it 
and said, ‘Make ready a place for her in thy house, and she will 
come to thee this night.' Accordingly I went home and made 
ready what I could of meat and drink and wtuc candles and 
sweetmeats. Now my house overlooked the sea and 'twas the 
season of summer; so E spread the bed on the terrace roof. 
Presently, the Frank woman came and we ate and drank, and the 
night fell dark. We lay down under the sky, with the moon 
shining on us, and fell to watching the shimmering of the stars in 
the sea; and 1 said to myself, ‘Art thou not ashamed before 
Allah (to whom belong Might and Majesty!) and thou a stranger, 
under the heavens and in presence of tim deep waters, to disobey 
Him with a Na?arenc woman and merit the tonnent of Fire?' 
Then said I, ‘O my God. 1 call Thee to witness that T abstain 
from this Chiistian woman this night, cf shamefastness l:>efore 
Thee and fear of Thy vengeance!' So I slept rill the morning, 
and she arose at peep of day full of anger and went away. I 
walked to my shop and sat there: and behold, presently she 
passed, as she were the moon, accompaiu'^ by the old woman 
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who wa£ ^iso angry; whereat my heart sank withm me and 1 
said to myself, "Who art thou th^t thou shouldst refrain from 
yonder damsel? Art thou Sari al'Sakati or Bisbr Barefoot or 
Junayd of Baghdad or Fusayl bin Then I tan after the 

old woman and eoiuing up with her said to her, ‘Bring her to me 
again:’ and said she, ‘By the virtue of the Messiah, ^ wdl oot 
return to thee but for an hundred ducats?' Quoth I. *1 will 
give thee a hundred gold pieces.' So 1 paid her the money and 
the damsd came to me a second time; but no sooner was she 
with me than I returned to my whilome way of thinking and 
abstained from her and forbore her for the sake of Allah 
Almighty. Prs^sently she went away and I walked to ray shop, 
and shortly after the old woman came up, in a rage. Quoth I 
to her, "Bring her to me again:’ and quoth she. ^By the virtue 
of the Messiah, thou shalt never again enjoy her presence with 
thee, except for five hundred ducats, and tnou shaft perish in thy 
pain!’ At this 1 trembled and resolved to expend the w'hole price 
of my flax and therewith ransom my life. But, before 1 could think, 
J heard the crier proclaiming and saying, "Ho, all ye Moslems, 
the truce which was between us and you is expired, and we give 
all of you Mahometans who are here a week from this tune to 
liave done with your business and depan to your own country.’ 
Thus her visits were cut oB from me and 1 betook myself to 
getti^ in the prii^ of my Sax which men had bought upon 
credit, and to bartering what remained in my tiands Tor other 
goods. Then 1 took with me fair merchandise and departed Acre 
with a scjul full of affection and love-longing For the Frankish 
woman, who had taken my heart and my coin. So I joumeyed 
rill ! made Damascus, where I sold the stock in trade I had 
brought from Acre, at the highest price, because of the cutting off 
of communication by reason of the term of truce having expired; 
and Allah (extolled and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me good 
gain. Then I fell to trading in captive slave-girls. thinking thus 
to ease my heiirt of its pining for the Frankish woman, and in this 
traffic engaged 1 abode three years, till there befe! between Al- 
Malik al'N^r and the Franks what befel of the action of Hattin 
and other encounters and Allah gave him the victory over them, 


* Fijn^ Mcl MKrici qF the tcEiuiicI imd Mrd ^nrutTes A.lh Fot Bitlir Einrfoot, 
iM vdL u, p. \t% Al^S4kati tncuu oM-doths diod fks: njimuof the Qthen 

w lEl rKonicil b DHcrb«bL 
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so that he took alt their Kings prisoners and he opened^ the coast* 
aties by His leave. Now it lottuned one day atter this, chat a 
man caiM to me and sought of me a slave-girl for Al-Malik ah 
Na^r. Ha^g a handsome handmaid 1 showed her to him and 
e boi^ht her of me for an hundred dinars and gave me ninety 
thcrrof, leaving ten scil] due to me. for that diere was no more 
lound in the royal treasury that day, because he had expended 
ah hjs monies in wapng war against the Ftanb. Accordinely 
they to^ counsel with him and he said, ‘Carry him to the 
^UT> where are the ^prives’ lodging and give him bis choice 
among the dpisch of the Franks, so he may take one of them 

Shahr^d perceived the dawn of 
day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


fflbcn it bias tftt (ffigtit jf^utihrtb anb ^melp-sixtfj 

She contmued It hath reached me, O auspidous Kin? thar 

*' ^ his choice to take one 

of the ^is for the ten dinars that arc due to hun;' they brouchc 
me to the captives lodging and showed me all wk» were therein. 
«jd 1 mw amongst them the Frankish damsel wSi wkmTkd 
fallen m bve at Acre and knew her right well. Now she was the 

this one, ^trying her to my tent, asked her, ‘Dost thou 
frSS rif^ answered, ‘No:’ and I rejoined, ‘I am thy 

^ us what befd. Thou tookest 

money of me^d smdpt. Thou shalt never again see mT ^t 
r five hundred dinars. And now thou art b^tome mv nronemr 
for ten feats ' Quoth she, This is a m^c^UyTairK 
nit aidi and I testify that there is no god but the Gt'd and th it 
Mohammed is the Messenger of God!* And she made perfeJrt 

^ ihT Ijnjpttir Phuflieia or ihs aeiuir-Uodt of 

I. "sui:: '• .«'• p-v»= i.« 

dw tlm-omhant M "Wartad. ««, .idiimi n.mwiri ind 
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profession of Al'Islam. Then said I to myself, 'By AU^, 1 wUl 
not Eo in unto her ti]] I have set her free and acquainted the 
Kaai. So 1 betook myself to Ibn Shaddad' and told him what 
had passed and he married nic to her. Then I lay with her that 
night and she conceived; after w’hich the troops departed and we 
returned to Datnajicus, But within a lew days there came an 
envoy from the King of the Franks, to seek the captives and the 
prisoners, according to the treaty between the Kings. So Al' 
Malik al'Nasir restored aU the men and WTimen captive, till th<^e 
remained but the woman who' was with me and the Franks said, 
'The wife of such an one the Knight is not here.* Th^ they 
a^d after her and making strict search for her, found that she 
was with me; whereupon they demanded her of me and I went in 
to her sore concemeef and with colour changed; and she said to 
me, 'What adeth thee and w^hat evil assaileth thee?’ ^oth I, 
*A messenger is come from the King to take all the captiv^ and 
they demand thee of me.* Quoth she. Have no fear, bring me 
to the King and I know what to say before and to him.’ I earned 
her into the presence of the Sultan Ai'Malik aJ'hJasir, who was 
seated, with the envoy of the King ot the Franks on his right 
hand, and I said to him, ‘This is fiie woman that is with me * 
TTien quoth the King and the envoy to her, *Wilc thou go to t^ 
country or to^ thy husband? For Allah hath loosed thy bonds 
and those of thy fellow captives.* Quoth she to the Sulta^ I am 
become a Moslemah and am great with child, as by my middle ye 
may soe, and the Franks shall have no more profit of me. The 
envoy asked, '^■^hether is dearer to thee, this Moslem or thy £r£t 
husband and knight such an one?;' and she answered him even 
as dae had answered the Sultan. Then said the envoy to the 
Franb with him. ‘Heard ye her words?' They replied, ‘Yes.* 
And he said to me, 'Take thy wife and depart with her.* So I 
took her and went aw'ay; but the envoy sent aftCT me in haste and 
cried, ‘Her mother gave me a charge for her, saying, *My daughter 
is a captive and nak^i and 1 would have thee carry her this chest. 
Take it thou and deliver it to her.’ Accordingly I carried the 
chest htmie and gave it to her. She opened it and found in it all 
her raiment as she had left it and therein I saw the two purses of 


‘ UdMi aUnin ibn ShwlfUd, thttr KAr il-Ajlear f«f the Aony) or JudgfrAaiwette, 
Geser^ uRtfrr 

‘'‘■bade vhf httiband^ thr Eg^dan. 
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dfty suid an hundred dinars which I had given her, unrouched and 
up with my own tying, wherefore I praised Almighty Allah* 
These arc ray children by Sct and she is ahve to this day and *twas 
she dressed you this food.’* We marvelled ar bis story and at that 
which had Dcfallen him of good fortune, and Allah is All'know' 
ing* Bur men also tell a tak acent the 


RUINED MAN OF BAGHDAD AND HIS SLAVE-GIRL, 

There was of old time in Baghdad a man of condition, who had 
inherited from his father abounding afKuence. He fell in bve with 
a slavc'girl; so he bought her and she loved him as he loved her; 
and he ceased not co spend upon her, till all his money w'as gone 
and naught remained then^h whereupon he sought a means of 
getting ^ livelihood, but availed not to £nd any. Now this young 
man Iwd been used, in the days of his affluence, to frequent the 
assemblies of those who were versed in the art of singing and had 
thus attained to the utmost excelleroe therein. Presently he took 
counsel withoneof his intimates, who said to him, “Meseems thou 
canst find no better profession than to sing, thou and thy slave- 
girl; for on this wise thou wilt get money in pUmty and wilt eat 
and drink.*’ But he misliked this, he and the damsel, and she said 
to him, **I have bethought me of a means of relief for thee." He 
asked, "UTiat is it?;" and she answered, "Do thou sell me; 
thus shall xve be delivered of this strait, thou and I, and I shall be 
in affluence; for none wtU buy the like of me save a man of fortune, 
and witli this I will contrive for my return to thee." He carried 
her to the market and the first who saw her was a H^itni' of 
Basrah, a man of good breeding, fine taste and generosity, who 
bought her for fifteen hundred din^. (Quoth the young man, the 
damsel’s owner), "When i had received the price, I repented me 
and wept, I and the damsel; and I sought to cancel the sak; but 
the purchaser would not consent. So I took the gold in a bag, 


* A flcsDttidAnc nf Hi^hiTn, the Appirie^t from trhoiTi the Ahbifidn 

were 4tna\y dcKciii|«l The OmmiJKfe* wrrr Eces tGrcctly 

dca^xod^nn of HAdilTri"ji bffirticr, Abd Tbe fWitmLj wtie Fimed foe 

UbcTilitr; *nd the iluaBrr itera no havr hc^n inhented. The firit KithLiu ipne hb mine 
franj cntMiAnjf mips the Ikdd €if brcwii qf the iitltfrirru dining *'Thc 

tgnoruiee." He Wied it Gh^HCf4.h (Gnii) |eii hit tomb wae tosm foniQiEEii. 
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knowing nut whither 1 should wendt now toy house was desolate 
of her, and buifeteid my face and wept and wailed as i had never 
done before. Then 1 entered a mosque and sat shedding tears, till 
1 was stupefied and losing my senses fell asleep, with ihe bag of 
money under my head by way of pillow. Presently, ere I could be 
ware, a man plucked the bag from under my head and ran off with 
it at speed: whereupon I started up in alarm and affright and 
would have arisen to run after him; but lo! my feet were bound 
wdeh a rope and I fell on my face. Then 1 took to weeping and 
buffeting myself, saying, 'Thou hast parted with thy soul‘ and thy 

wealth is lost!*"-.And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased saying her permitted say. 


Slfien It tfie £ight iNnhreh anh ^mtt|»^tbenlh 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious Kmg, tliac the 
young man continued, ”So 1 said to mysdJ, *Thou hast parted 
with thy soul and thy wealth is lost.’ Then, of the exc^ of my 
chagrin, 1 betook myself to the Tigris and wrapping toy face in 
my gown, cast myself into the stream. The bystanders saw me 
and cried. Tor sure, this is because of some great trouble that 
harh betided him.’ They cast themselves in after me and 
bringing me ashore, questioned me of my case. I told them w*hat 
mi^dventure had befallen me and they condoled with me. Then 
an old man of them came to me and sard, Thou hast lost thy 
money, but why goest thou about to lose thy life and becoine of 
the people of The Fire?* Arise, come with me, that I may see 
thy lodging.* I went with him to my house and he sat with me 
awhile, till T vwuced calmer, and becoming tranquil I thanked him 
and he went av/ay. When he was gone, I was like to kill myself, 
but bethought me of the Future and the Fire: so 1 fared forth 
my house and fled to one of my friends and told him what had 
befallen me. He wept for pity of me and gave me fifty dinars, 
saying, 'Take my advice and hie thee from Baghdad forthright 
and let this provide thee till thy heart be diverted from the love 
of her and thou forget her. TTiy forbears were Secretaries and 
Scribes and thy handwriting is fine and thy breeding right good: 


^ /,f, dir lorn. , 

1 U. u tht* dBnincd OS bsl! r tiie e^il tsanw of Modem nuodA. 





Alp Laylah wa Laylah. 


z(> 

seek out, then, whom thou wilt of the Ictcndants‘ and throw 
thyself on his bounty; thus haply Allah shall reunite thee with 
thy slave'girL* 1 hearkened to words (and indeed my mind 
was strengthened and I was somewhat comforted) and resolved to 
betake myself to Wasit,” where 1 had kinsfolk. So 1 went down 
to the nveT'sidc, where I saw a ship moored and the sailors 
embarking goods and goodly stuffs. I asked them to take me 
with them and carry me to Wasit; but they replied, "We cannot 
take thee on such wise, for the ship belangeth to a Hashimi.' 
However I tempted them with promise of passs^e-money and 
they sai^ "We cannot embark thee on this fashion*^ but, if it 
must be, doff those fine clothes of thine and don sailor's gear and 
sit with us as thou wert one of us,' J went away and buying 
somewhat of sailors" clodies, put them on; after which I bought 
me also somewhat of provisions for the voyage; and, returning to 
the vessel, which was bound for Bassorah, embarked with the 
crew. But ere long ! saw my slavC'girl herself come on board, 
attended by two waiting'w'omen: whenctipon what w-as on me of 
chagrin subsided and 1 said in myself, "Now shall I see her and 
hear her singing, till we come to Bassorah,* Soon after, up rode 
the Hashimi. with a party of people, and they embarked aboard 
the ship, which dropped dowYi the river with them. Presently the 
Hashimi brought out food and ate w^tb the damsel, whilst the rest 
ate amidships. Then said he to her, "How long this abstinence 
from singing and pennanence in this wailing and weeping? Thou 
art not ^e first mat hath been parted from a beloved!" Where' 
fore I knew what she suffered for bve of me. Then he hung a 
curtain before her along the gunwale and calling those who ate 
apart, sat down wath them without the curtain; and 1 enquired 
concerning them and behold they were his brethren,* He set 
before them what they needed of wine and dessert, and they 
ceased not to press the damsel to sing, till she called for the lute 
and tuning it, intoned these two couplets. 


• Arab. ''TJnunll’* {plur. of'Anil] vtctfcyi Da- goTcmw of pro^in ak. 

■* A tfiwn rtf Ati^hi fMenpriciiiiija) Bog^diul ^n»i biiitc upem tht 

tsd Jbtmdfd hy AJ-HJtjjj] ^ It u » colled Imcauh the ''Mthalf^vay nmn 
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TV coiDpany Jcft with my love by ni^ihi. • Mor forbore to fare widi my 
heart'a delight; 

And r^g^t since their CTnelft off p^ced, 1 fire * * As of Ghasi^^wood in the 
Aphtt* 


Then weeping overpowered her and she threw down the lute and 
ceased singing; whereat the folk were troubled and I slipped 
down S'Swoon, They thought 1 was possessed'^ and one of them 
bqgan recitii’tg exorcisms in my ear; nor did they cease to comfort 
her and beseech her to sing, till she tuned the lute agab and 
chaunted these couplets twain ^ 

7 ^LQod arwJ bewailed who thdr loadfi had bound * And far yod^ hut stall b 
my hEiri arc found: 

1 drew near rbns and of diem * And the camp was void and lay 
waste the ground.' 

Then she fell down in a fabting^fit and weeping arose amongst 
the folk; and I ako cried out and fainted away* The sailots 
were staged by me and one of the Hashimi s psges sa^d to them, 
'How came ye to take this madman on board?' So they said 
one to other, "As soon as we come to the next village, we wdl 
set him ashore and rid us of him,' \Vh^ I heard thb* I was sore 
troubled but I heartened and hardened myself, saying in thought, 
'‘Nothing will serve me to deliver myself from their hanck, except 
I make 3iift to acquabt her with my presence b the ship, so she 
may prevent my being set ashore.' Then we sailed when we came 
hard by a hamlet^ and the skipper said, ^Corne, let us go ashore^ 
Therewith they all landed, save myself: and as ev'ening fell 1 rose 
and going behind the curuiin took the lute and changed its accord, 
tnode^ by mode;, and tutung it after a fashion of my own/ that 


* Sec vd. u. I- 1 ■ r 

* Arub. Wd» pOHOKd of * pnn, ibc ccmtiriaTi Ea^ttra ex^lu^tUSO of la 
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she had leamt of me, returned to my place in the ship;”-And 

Shahra^ perceived the dawn of day and c^tsed to say her 
permitted say. 


I^en it hias Itie eight l^untireti anti iJinetp^eLghth 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
>t>ui)g man oantinued, ”l returned to my place in the ship; and 
presently the whole party came on board again and the moon 
shone bright upon river and height. Then said the Hashimi to 
the damsd, "Allah upon thee, trouble not our joyous lives!* So 
she took the lute, and touching it with her band, gave a sob, that 
they thought her soul had her frame, and said, *By Allah, 
my master and teacher is with us in tliis ship!' Answered the 
Hashimi, 'By Allah, were this so, I would not forbid him our 
conversation! Haply he would h^ten thy bfurthen, so we might 
enjoy thy singing: but his being on board is far from possible.' 
Howev’er she sai^ "I cannot smite lute'String or sing sundry airs 
I was wont to sing whilst my brd is with us,* Quoth the 
HashimI, "Let us ask the sailors;' and quoth "Do so.' He 
questioned them, saying, ‘Have ye carried anyone with you!'; 
and they answered, 'No.' Then I feared lest the enquiry should 
end there; so 1 laughed and said, ‘Yes; I am her master and 
caught her whenas 1 was her lord,' Cned she, ‘By Allah, that 
is my lord's voice!’ Thereupon the pages carri^ me to the 
Hashimi. wbo knew me at hm sight and said to me, *Out on 
thee! What plight is this in whidi I see thee and what hath 
brought thee to such condition?' I related to him all that had 
befallen me of my affair, weeping the while, and tlie damsel made 
loud wail from h^ind the curtain. The Hadiimi w'ept with sore 
weeping, he and his brethren, for pity of me, and he said, 'By 
Albh, 1 have not drawn near this damsel nor enjoyed her, nor 
have I even heard her sing till this day! I am a man to whom 
Allah hath been ample and I came to Baghdad but to hear singing 
and seek my allowances of the Commander of the Faithful. I 
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accomplished both tny needments and bejng about to return home, 
su'd to rnysdf. "Let us hear some what of toe singing of Bagdad." 
Wherefore 1 bought this damsd, knowing not ^at such was the 
case with you twain} I take Allah to witness that, when I 
reach Bassorah I will free her and marry her to thee and assign 
you what shall suffice you. and more; but on condition that, when« 
ever 1 have a mind to heat music, a curtain shall be hung for her 
and she shall sing to me from behind it, and thou shalt m of the 
number of my bi^inen and boon'cojnpanions.' Hereat I tejoio^ 
and the Hashimi put his head within the curtain and said to her. 
"Will that content thee?'; whereupon she fell to blessing and 
thanking him. Then he called a servant and said to him. "Take 
this young man and do off iiis dothes and robe him in costly 
raiment and incense him’ and bring him back to us.' So the 
servant did wdth me as bis master hade bim and brought me bade 
to him, and served me with wine, even as the of the com' 
pany. Then the damsel b^an singing aftor the goodliest fashion 
and chanted these couplets, 

They bUmed me for caimtig my tcatt m wdJ • When came my beloved eo 
bid farewell? 

They' ne'er tasted the bitters of parting nor felt * Fire beneath my riba that 
(liinjes fietce and fcHt 

None but haOed kwer knows avgbe of Love. * Whn« bout w tost when: 
be wont to dwelt* 

The folk rejoiced in her song with exceeding joy and my gladne^ 
redoubled, so that 1 took the lute from the damsel and preluding 
after the most melodious fashion, sang these couplets, 

*AsIc (if fieeds thou a^k) the Comp^onate, * And the genoous dotior of 
high cstatc- 

For aairing the nohk bocunus man * Aiul aakjitg the churl enmits bsne and 
bate: 

When abasement ts not to be 'scaped by wight * Meet it asSting boom of the 
good and great 

Of Grandee to sue ne'er shall vilify man, * Bui 'tis vile on tlw vile of man¬ 
kind bo 'wait' 

The company rejoiced in me with joy exceeding and they ceased 
ncFt from pleasure and delight, whilst anon I sang and anon the 
damsel, tm we came to one of the landing-places, ''^ere the vessel 


* See Tvl. vii. 3AJ (bf the use of these finni^ttems. 
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moored and all on board diserobarked and I with them. Now 1 
was drunken with wine and squatted on my hams to make water; 
but drowsiness overcame me and I slept, and the passengers rc' 
turned to the ship which, ran down stream without any missing 
me, for that they aho were drunken, and continued their voyage 
nil they reached Bassorah. As for me 1 awoke not till the heat 
of the sun aroused me, when 1 rose and looked about me, but saw 
no one. Now I had given my spending^money to the damsel and 
had naught left; I had also forgotten to ask the hLishimi his name 
and where his house was at Bassorah and his titles; thus I was 
confounded and my joy at meeting the damsel had been but a 
dream; and I abode in perplexity till there came up a great vessel 
wherdn 1 embarked and she carried me to Bassorah. Now I knew 
none there, much less the Hashimi's house, so T accosted a grocer 
and taking of him inkcase and paper,-And Shahrusad per¬ 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

ffifitn It bme tht il^ttnlirth tritb ^inetp-niirtf) 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Baghdad man who owned the maid entered Bassorah, he was 
perplexed for not knowing the Hashtmrs liouse. ^'So I accosted"' 
(said he) "a grocer and, t^^ing of him inkcase and paper, sac down 
to write. He admired my handwriting and seeing my dress stained 
and soiled, questioned me of my case, to whi^ I replied that 1 
was a stranpr and poor, Quotb he, 'Wilt thou abide with me 
and order the accounts of my shop and I will give thee thy food 
and clothing and half a dirham a day tor ordering the accompts of 
my shop?*; and quoth I, * Tts w^.' and abode with him and 
kept bis accounts and ordered his income and expenditure for a 
month, at the end of which he found his income increased and his 
disbursements diminished; wherefore he thanked me and made 
my wage a dirham a day. When the year was out, he proposed 
to me to marry his daughter and become his partner in the shop. 
1 agreed to this and went in to my wife and applied me to the 
shop. But I was broken in lieart and spirit, and grief was mani' 
fest upon me; and the grocer used to drink and invite me thereto, 
but I refrained for melancholy. I abode on this wise two years 
till, one day. as I sat in the shop, behold, there passed by a parcel 
of people with meat and drink, and I asked the grocer what was 
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the matter. Quoth he, This is the day of the pleasure-makers, 
when ail the musicians and dancers of the town go forth with the 
young men of fortune to the banks 0 / the Ubul^ river* and eat 
and dnnk among the trees there." The spirit prompted me to 
solace myself with the sight ot this thing and 1 said m my mind. 
'Haply among these people 1 may foregather with her 1 love.’ 
So I told the grocer that I had a mind ui this and he said, *Up 
and go with them an thou please.’ He made me ready meat and 
drink and 1 went till I came to the River of Ubulhh, when, behold, 
the folk were going away: 1 also was about to follow, when I 
espied the Rais of the bark wherein the Hashimi had been W'ith 
the damsel and he w'as going aloi^ the river. I cried out to 
him and bis company w'ho knew me and took me on board with 
them and said to me, 'Art thou yet alive?'; and they embraced 
me and questioned me of my case. I told them my tale and they 
said, 'indeed, we thought that drunkenness had gotten the better 
of thee and that thou hadst fallen into the water and wast drowned.' 
Then 1 asked diem of the damsel, and they answered, 'When she 
came to know of thy loss, she rent her raiment and burnt the lute 
and feli to buffeting hers^ and lamenting and when w'e returned 
with the Hashimi to Bassorah we said to her, 'Leave this weeping 
and W'ailing,' Quoth she, ‘1 will don black and make me a tomb 
beside the house and abide thereby and repent from sin^ng.*® 
We allowed her so to do and on this wise she abiJeth to this day. 
Then they carried me to the Hashimi's house, where 1 saw the 
damsel as they had said, Wlien she espied me, she cried out a 
great cry, met bought she liad died, and 1 embraced her with a 
long embrace. Then said the Hashimi to me, *Take her;’ and I 
said, ’ Tis well: but do thou free her and according to thy 
promise marry her to me.' Accordingly he did this and gave us 
costly goods and store of raiment and furniture and five hundred 
dinars, saying, 'This is the amount of that which I purpose to 
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allow you every month, but on conditiun that thou be my cup' 
companion and that 1 hear the girl sing when 1 will.’ Further' 
more, he assigned us priv.'ate quarters and bade transport thither all 
our need; so, when I went to the house, X found it filled full of 
furniture and stuffs and carried the damsd thither. Then I betook 
me to the grocer and told him ill that had bettded me, begging 
to hold me guiltless for divorcing his daughter, without offence 
QD her part; and 1 paid her her dowry’ and w'hat else behoved 
me* * 1 abode with the Hashimi in this way two years and 
became a man of great wealth and was tutored to the fomier 
estate of prosperity wherein 1 had been at BaglicXad, [ and the 
damsel. Ancl ind^ Allah the Bountiful put an end to our 
troubles and loaded us with the gifts of good fortune and caused 
our patience to result in the attainment of our desire: wherefore 
to Him be the pnuse in this world and the n^t whereto we ate 
returning,”* And among the tales men tell is chat of 


KING JAUAD OF HIND AND HIS WAZIR SHIhlAS; 
FOLLOWED BY THE HISTORY OF KING WIRD 
KHAN, SON OF KING JALTAD. WITH HIS 
WOMEN AND WAZIRS.* 

There was once in days of yore and in ages and times long gone 
before, in the land of Hind, a mighty Ki^, tall of presence and 
fair of favour and goodly of noble of nature and generous, 
beneficent to the poor and loving to his lieges and all the people 
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of his realm. His name was Jali’kl anc! under his hand were ewp- 
and'SC^'cnty Kings and in his cities three huDcircd and 5fty Ka'is . 
He had three score and ten Wasirs and over every ten oi them he 
ret a pretnier. The chiefest ol all hia ministers was a man c a ll ed 
Shunas* who was then" iwo'aiid'twenty years old, a statesman 
of pleasant presence and noble nature, sweet of spei^ and ready 
in reply; shrewd m all manner of busmess, Wilful wtchal and 
sagadous, for all his tender age, a man of good counsel and fine 
manners versed in all arts and sciences and accomplishments; and 
ie King loved him with ciceeding love and cherished him by 
reason of his proficiency in elotiucnce and rhetoric and the art of 
government and for that which Allah had given him of compassion 
and brooding care* with his lieges for he was a King just in his 
Kingship and a protector of his peoples, constant in l^neficenoe 
to great and small and giving them that which befitted them of 
good governance and bounty and protection and security and a 
f? ghri»fYgr of their loads in taxes and tithes. And indeed he was 
loving to rbpm each and every, high and low, entr^ting them with 
kindness and solicitude and governing them in such goodly guise 
as none had done before him. But, with all this, Almighty Allah 
had not blessed him with a child, and this w-as ^evous to 1dm and 
to the people of his reign. It chanced, one night, as Jali ad* lay 
in his bcdL occupied with anxious thought of the issue of the affai r 
of Kingdom, that sleep overcame him and he dreamt that he 

poured water upon the roots of a tree,-And S hahra t fi d per' 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say hex permitted say. 

iai)cn it lDa£ the ^tne l^unfirehth 

She continued. It liath reached me, O atispicious King, that the 
King saw himself fir liis vision pouring wa^ upon the roots of a 
tree, about which were many other trees; and lo and behold! there 
came fire out of this tree and burnt up every growth which 
encompassed it; whereupon Jali'ad awoke affrighted and trembi' 
ing, and calling one of his pages said to him, "Glo fetch the Wasir 
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Shtmax in aU haste/’ So he betook himsclT to Shfmaa and said 
to him, "The ^ng calleth for thee forthright because he hath 
awoke from his steep in affright and hath sent me to bring thee to 
him in haste." When Shimas beard this, he arose without stay or 
delay and going to the King, found him seated on his bed. He 
prostrated him^f before liini, wishmg him. permanence oi glory 
and prasperity, and said, "May Allah not cause thK grieve, U 
King' What hath troubled thee this night, and what is the cause 
of thy seeking me thus in haste?" The King bade biin be seated; 
and, as soon as he sat down, began telling his tale and said to 
him, “I have dreamt this night a dream which terrified me, and 
'twas, that methought 1 poured water upon the roots of a tree 
where about were; many other trees and as I was thus engaged, 
lo and behold! iue issued therefrom and burnt up all the growths 
that were around it; wherefore I was affrighted and fear took me. 
Then I awoke and sent to bid thee to me, because of thy know' 
ledge and skill in the interpretation of dreams and of that which 
I know of the vastness of thy wdsdom and the greatness of thine 
understanding." At this Shimas the Warir bowed his head 
groundwards aw'htte and presently raising it, smiled; so the King 
said to him, deemest thou, O Shimas? Tell me the truth 

of the matter and hide naught from me." Answcied Shimas, 
"O King, verily Allah Almighty granteth thee thy wish and 
cooleth thine eyes; for the matter of this dream presageth alt 
good, to wit, that the Lord will bless thee with a son, who shah 
inherit the IGngdom from thee, after thy long life. But there is 
somewhat else 1 desire not to expound at this present, seeing that 
the time is not favourehlc for interpretation " The King rejoiced 
in these words with exceeding joy and great was his contentment; 
his trouble departed from him, his mind was at rest and he said, 
"If the case be thus of the happy presage of my dream, do thou 
complete to me its exposition w-hen the fitting time betideth; for 
(hat which it bchoveth not to expound to me now, it behoveth 
that thou expound to me when its time cometh, so my joy may 
be fulfilled, because 1 seek naught in this save the approof of 
Allah extolled and exalted be He!" Now when the Waiir Shimas 
.saw that the King was urgent to have the rest of the exposition, 
he put him off with a pretext; but Jalfad assembled all the 
astrologers and interpreters of dreams of his realm and as soon as 
they were in the presence related to them his vision, saying, “T 
desire you to tel] me the true interpretation of this." ^^ercupon 
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one of them came forward and craved the King'spenmssiofi to 
speak, which bemg granted, he said, “Know, O King, that thy 
Waiir Shimaa is nowise un^le to incerprcrt this thy dream; but 
he shrank from troubling thy repose: wherefore he d^osed not 
unto thee the whole thereof: but, an thou suffer me to speak 1 
will expose to thee that which he concealed from thee.* *’ The 
King rcpli^, “Speak without respect for persons, interpreter, 
and be truthful in thy speech." The interpreter said, “Know then, 
O King, that there will be bom to thee a boyt^ld who shall 
inherit tlie Kingship from thee, after thy bng life; but he shall 
not order himself towards the lieges after thy fashion; nay, he shall 
transgress thine ordinances and oppress thy subjects, and there 
befal him what befe! the Mouse with the Gat‘; and [ seek 
refuge with Almighty Allah*!** The Kjng asked, “But what is 
the story of the Cat and the Mouse?**; and the interpreter an^ 
swcied “May Allah prolong the King’s life! They tell the foh 
lowing tale of 


The Mouse and the Cat. 

A Grimalicin, that is to say, a Cat, went Out one night to a 
certain garden, in search of what she might devour, but found 
nothing and became wedi for the excess of cold and rain that 
prevailed that night. So she sought for some device whereby to 
save herself. As she provsi'led about in search of prey, she espied 
a nest at the foot of n tree, and drawing near unto it, sniffed 
thereat and purred till she scented a Mouse within and went round 
about it, seeking to enter and seize the inmate. When the Mouse 
smelt the Cat, he turned his back to her and scraped up the earth 
with his forehand, to stop the nest-door against her: whereupon 
she assumed a wrakly voice and said, dost thou thus, O my 

brother? I come to seek refuge with thee, hoping that thou wilt 
take pity on me and harbour me in thy nest ihis nij^t; for 1 am 
weak b^\ise of the greatness of my ag^ and Iok of my 
strength, and can hardly move. I have ventured into thy garden 


^ Aj riic Kt^ad show^ tTic laetter title wmild bc^ "^The C*r md rhe Mowft** in rhe 
of the Mac, Fdir md htftl iKc Cur wiih ihe MouMp’- m m punishmsit 
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to-night, and how man y a time have I called upon death, that I 
might be at rest from this pain! Behold, here am 1 at tby door, 
prostrate for cold and rain and I beseech thee, by A llah , ^e of 
thy charity my hand and bring me in with thee and give me 
Reiter in the vestibule of thy nest; for I am a stranger and 
wretched and 'tis said, 'Whoso sheltcreth a stranger and a 
wretched one in his home his shelter shall be Paradise on the 
Day of Doom.' And thou, O my brother, it behoveth thee to 
earn eternal reward by succouring me and suficring me abide 
with thee this night till the morning, when I will wend my way ." 

-^And Shahramd perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permirted say. 


ft hme the i^tne Ihunhrtb anh ^iret 

She puraued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that quoth 
the Cat to the Mouse, “So suffer me to night with thee this night, 
after wluch 1 will wend my v;ay.” Headng these words the 
Mouse replied, “How shall i suffer thee enter my nest sedng 
that thou art my natural foe and thy food is of my flesh? Indeed 
I fear kst thou fake me, for that k of thy nature and there ia no 
faith in thee, and the byword saith, 'It befitteth not to entrust a 
lecher with a fair woman nor a moneyless man with money nor 
lire with fuel' Neither doth it behove me to entrust mysdf to 
thee; -ind 'tis ‘Enmity of kind, as the enemy himself 

f yoweth weaker groweth stronger/ ’ The Cat made answer to the 
aintest voice, as she were in most piteous case, saying, “What 
thou advancest of admonitory instances is the truth and I deny 
not my offences against thee; but 1 beseech thee to p<irdon that 
which is past of the enmity of kind between me and thee; for 
'tis said, '^Ttoso forgiveth a creature like himself, bk Creator 
wdl forgive him hk sins/ Tis true that whilome I was thy foe, 
but here am I a suitor for thy friendship, and they say, *An thou 
wilt have thy foe become thy friend, do with him good/ O ray 
brother, I swear to thee by Allah and mrtke a binding covenant 
w-ith thee that I will hurt thee nevermore and for the best of 
reasons, to wit, that I have no power thereto; wherefore place thy 
trust in Allah and do good and accept mv oath and covenant/' 
Quoth the Mouse, “How can 1 accept the covenant of one between 
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whom and me there is a rooted enmity, and whose wont it is to 
deai treacherously by me? Were the feud between us aught but 
one of blood, this were light to me; but it is an enmity of kind 
between souls, and it is said, 'Whoso tnistcth himself to his foe 
is as one who thrusteth hand into a serpent's* mouth.*" Quoth 
the Cat, full of wrath, "My breast is strait and my soul is faint: 
indeed I am hi tfirticuio mortfs and ere long I shaE die at Ay door 
and my blood will be on thy head, for that thou hadst it in thy 
power to save me in mine cxtreniity: and this is my last word Co 
Ace.” Hcrcwitiithe fear of Allah Almighty overrame the Mouse 
and tuA gat hold upon his heart and he said m himself, “W'lioso 
would have the succour of Allah Ac Most High against his foe, 
let him entreat him wiA compassion and kindness show. I rely 
upon Ac Almighty in this matter and will deliver this Gat from 
Ais her strait and earn the divine reward for her.” So he went 
forth and dragged into his nest the Cat, where she abode till Ae 
was rested and somewhat strengthened and restored, when she 
began to bevi-ail her weakness and wasted strengA and want of 
gossips. The Mouse entreated her in friendly guise and comforted 
her and busied liimself with her service; but she crept along till 
she got command of the issue of Ac nest, lest Ac Mouse should 
escape. So ’when Ac ncst-owner would have gone out after his 
wont, he drew near Ac Cht; wbereupoin she seised him and taking 
him in her claws, began to bite him and shake him and take him 
in her mouA and lift him up and cast liim down and run after 
him and cranA him and torture him,= The Mouse cried out for 
help, beseeching deliverance of AllA and beijan to upbraid Ac 
Cat, saying, "Where is Ac covenant Aou madest with me and 
where are Ac oaths thou swarest to me? Is this my reward from 
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t}iee? I brought thee into my nest and trusted myself to thee: 
but sooth he speaketh that saith, ‘W'hoso rdieth on his enemy's 
promise desireth not salvation for himself.' And agim, 'Whoso 
conhdeth himself to his toe deservtsth his own destruction.' Yet 
do 1 put my trust in my Creator, for He wdJ deliver me from 
thee." >iow as he was in this condition^ with the Cat about to 
pounce on him and devour him, behold, up came a huntsman, 
with hunting dogs trained Co the chase. One of tlie hounds 
passed by tlu mouth of the nest and hearing a great scuffling, 
thought that within w'as a foK tearing somewhat; so he crept into 
die hole, to get at him, and coming upon the Cat, seised on her. 
When she found herself in the dog's dutches, she was forced to 
take thought anent saving herself and loosed the Mouse alive and 
whole without wound. Then the hound brake her neck and 
dragging her forth of the hole, thre-.v her down dead: and dins 
was exemplified the truth of the ikying, “Who hath compassion 
shall at the last be compassionated. Whoso oppresseth pre- 
sendy be oppressed." “This, then, O King," added the inter-' 
preter, *‘is what befcl the Mouse and the Cat and teachech that 
none should break faith with those who put trust in him Tor who* 
ever doth perfidy and treason, there shall befal him the like of 
that which befel the Cat. As a man meteth, so shall it be meted 
unto him, and he w'ho betaketh himself to good dial! gain hia 
eternal reward. But grieve thou not, neither this tnouble thee, 
O King, for that assuredly thy son, after his tyranny and oppres- 
sion, shall return to the goodliness of thy policy, And I would 
that yon learned man, thy Wazir Shimas, had concealed from thee 
naught in that which he expounded unto thee; and this had been 
well-advised of him, for *tis said. Those of the folk w'ho most 
abound in fear arc the amplest of them in knowledge and the 
most emulous of good,*" The King received the interpreter’s 
speech with submission and gifted him and his fellows with rich 
gifts: then, dismissing them he arose and withdrew to his own 
apartments and fell to pondering the issue of his affair, When 
night came, he went in to one of his women, who was most in 
favour with him and dearest to him of them all, and lay with 
her: and ere some four months had passed over her, the child 
stirred in her womb, whereat she rejoiced with joy exceeding and 
told the King. Quoth he, "My dream said sooth, by Allah the 
Helper!"' and he lodged her in the goodliest of lodgings and 
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entreated her with all honour, bestowing on her store of rich gifts 
and manifold boons. Then he sent one ot his pages to fetch 
his Wazir Shitnas and as soon as be w'as in the prince cold the 
Minister what bad betideth rejoicing and saying, “My dream a 
come cnie and 1 have won my wish, it may he this burthen wul 
be a man-child and inherit die Kingd^ip aiter me; what sayest 
thou of this, O Shimas?" But he was silent and made no reply, 
whereupon cried the King, “What aiJeth thee that thou rejokest 
not in my joy and retumest me no answer? Doth the thing 
mialike thee, O Shimas?" Hcreat the Wasir prostnued himself 
before him and said, “O King, may Allah pwlong thy Ufel What 
avaikth it to sit under the stoide of a tree, if there issue fire there* 
from, and what is the ddight of one who drinketh pure wine, if he 
be choked thereby, and what doth it pnifit to quench one's thim 
with sweet cool water, if one be drowned therein? 1 am Allah's 
servant and thine, O King: but there are three things’ w'hereoi it 
besitteth not th^ undeur^tandnig to till they be accojnpliahcd: 
to wit, the wayfarer, till he return from hte way, the man who is in 
fieht, till he have overcoinc his foe, and the pregnant woman, tiU 

sbe have cast her burthen."-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to her permitted say. 


IBfim If toaS tije .^fnt l&ttnhrth attb ^rtanh 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious that aftCT 
Shimas had cniimerated to the King the three thin^ whereof it 
braitteth not the understandinR to speak save after they are done, 
he continue^ "For know, 0 King, that he, who speakethof aught 
before its accomplishment is like the Fakir who had hung over his 
head the jar of clarified butter,®” “What is ^ry of the 
Fakir,^' ask^d King, wh^t happened to him? Answered 
the Wazir, "O King, they tcH this t^c anent 


* The rlircc nol tfl prtitcci Wfeff ^^eRT^l in Sonthcm EiinTpc m m a 
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T?(e Fijliir and HiJ Jar of Butter,^ 

A Faker.* * abode once with one of the nobles of a certain town, 
who made him a daily allowance of three scones and a little 
clarilied butter and honey. Now such butter was dear in those 
wts and the Devotee laid all that came to him together in a jar 
Mi had, till he filed it and hung it up over bis head for s^e 
teeping. One night, as he sat on bis bed staff in hand, he fell a' 
musing upon the butter and the greajtiress of its price and said in 
himself, "Needs must I sell all this butter 1 have by me and buy 
with the price an ewe and take to partner therein a Fellah* fellow 
who hath a ram. The first year she will bear a male lamb and a 
female and the second a female and a male and these in their turn 
will bear other males and other females, nor will they give over 
bearing females and males, till they become a great matter. Then 
win I take my share and vent thereof what I will. The males 1 
will sell and buy with them bulk and cows, which will also increase 
and multiply and become many; after which 1 will purchase such 
a piece of land and plant a garden therein and build thereon a 
mighty fine^ palace. Moreover, [ will get me robes and raiment 
and slaves and slave^ls and hold a wedding never was seen the 
like thereof, I will slaughter cattle and make rich meats and 
sweetmeats and confectiems and assemble all the musicians and 
mimes and mountebanks and playcr-folt and after providing 
Bowers and perfumes and all manner sweet herbs I will bid rich 
and poor, Fakirs and Olema, captaitis and lords of the land, and 
whoso asketh for aught, I will cause it to be brought him; and, I 


■Thii TE ■ mere of the Barber^a tite of ItU Fifth Smther frol. 335). In 
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will make ready ail maonfiT af meat and drink and out a 
crier to cry aloud and say, ‘Whoso sceketh aught, let him ask and 
get it.' Lastly 1 will go in to my bride, alter her unveiling and 
cmioy her beauty and Icwidinesj and 1 will eat and drink Rnd 
make merry and say to roysdf, ‘VH^nly, hast thou 1^00 thy wi^ 
and will rest from devotion and divine worship. Then in due time 
my wife will bear me a boy, and 1 shall rejoice in him and make 
banquem in his honour and rear liim daintily and tea(m hun 
philosophy and mathematics and polite letters;* * so that 1 ®hm 
make his name renowned among men and glo^ in him among 
assemblies of the learned; and 1 will hid him do good and he 
shall not gainsay me, and I w'ill forbid h i m from lewdness and 
iniquity and exhort hini to piety and the practice of rightwusne^, 
and, I will bestow on him rich and goodly gifts; and, if I 
obsequious in obedience, I will redouble my bounties towards 
but, an ] see him incline to disobedience, I will come (town on mm 
with this staff-'** ^ saying, he raised his hand, to beat to son 
withal hut the staff hit the jar of butter which overhung to head, 
and brake it; whereupon the shards fell upon him hurter 

ran down upon his head, his tags and to beard. So his cioth^ 
and bed were spoiled and he became a caution to whoso will be 
cautioned, “Wherefore, O King," added the Wa^^, it behovem 
not a man to speak of aught ere it come to pass, AnsweoM tiK 
King, “Thou sayest sooth! Fair fall thee for a Wazir! ^e^ly the 
truth thou speakest and righteousness thou coujisellest. Ind^'^ 
thy rank with me is such as thou coiJdst w'ish^ and thou shalt 
never to be accepted of me,” Thereupon the ^ asit prus^ 
trated himself before the King and wished him permanence of 
prosperity, saying, "Allah prolong thy days and thy rank upr^l 
Know that 1 conMal from thee naught, nor in private nor in pubbe 
aught; thy pleasure is my pleasure, and thy displeasure my (sis' 
pleasure. There is no joy for me save in thy j'oyance and I cannot 
sleep o' nights an thou be angered against me, for that Allah the 
Most High hath vouchsafed me all good through thy bountie^o 
hie: whe^ore 1 beseech the Almighty to guard thee with His 


* Ar»b "AOat"; ir= W. I 132 Ii ilia imprict men id Jisfipl’tiie, the ifultiin; irhlfh 
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angels, and to make fair reward wkmas thnu meetest Him." 
"Hie King rejoiced m this, whereupon Shmias arose and went out 
from betore him. In due time the King's wife bare a male child, 
and the messengers hasEened to bear the glad tidings and to con' 
gratulate the Sovran, who rejoiced therein with joy exceeding and 
thanked all with abundant thanks, saying, ''Alhamdolillah—^laud 
to die Lord—who hath vouchsafed me a son, after 1 had despaired, 
for He is pitiful and rutbful to His servants." Then he wrote to 
all the lieges of his land, acquainting them with the good news 
and bidding them to his capital; and great were the rejoicings and 
festivities in all the realm. Accordkigly there came Eoiirs and 
Captains, Grandeas and Sages, Olema and literati, sdentists and 
philosophers from every quarter to the palace and all presenting 
themselves before the King, company after company, according to 
their different degrees, gave him joy, and he bestowed largesse 
upon them. Then he signed to tne seven chief Wazirs, whose 
head was Shimas, to speak, each after the measure of his wisdom, 
upon the matter which concerned him the most. So the Grand 
Wazir Shimas b^an and sought leave of the King to speak, which 
being grant^, he spake as follows." "Tndsed be Allah who 
brought us into existence from non-existence and who favoureth 
His servants with Kings that observe justice and equity in that 
wherewith He hath invested them of rule and domioion, and who 
act righteously with that ivhich he appointeth at their hands of 
provision for their lieges: and most especially our Sovereign by 
whom He hath quickened the deadness of our l^d, with that 
which He hath conferred upon us of bounties, and hath blessed us 
of His protection with ease of bfe and tranquillity and fair dealing? 
What King did ever with hie folk that which this King hath done 
with us in fulhlling our needs and grvuig us our dues and doing us 
fustice, one of other, and in abundant carefulness over us and 
redness of our wrongs? Indeed, it is of the favour of Allah to 
the pctvple that their King be assidmius in ordering their affairs 
Md in defending them from thdr foes; for the end of the enemy's 
intart is to subdue his enemy and hold him in his hand; and 
many peoples® bring their tons as servants unto Kings, and they 


*Tfx wj^lf iRjn^ded lo bp wxtKr of ihe iune«a*n, In eht "Mladon tp Dalmnc'* 
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become with them in the stead of slaves, to the intent that they 
may repd ill-willers from them.‘ As for us, no enemy 
trodden our soil in the days of this our King, by reason of ^ 
passing good fortune and exceeding happines, that no describe 
may avail to describe, for indeed it is above and b^nd all 
description. And verily, O King, thou art worthy of this highest 
happiness, and we are under thy safeguard and in the shadow of 
thy wings, may Allah make fair thy reward and prolong thy the !* 
Indeed, we have long been diligent in supplication to Allah 
Almighty that He would vouchsaie an answer to our prayers a^ 
continue thee to us and gnmt thee a virtuous son, to be the ci^lth 
of thine eyes: and now Allah (extolled and^exalted be He!) hath 

accepted of us and replied to our petition,"'-^And Sbahrasad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

IBfjtn ft toafi tfte .^ine J&mihreh anb CSicb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that 
the Wazir said to the King, "And now Almighty Allah hatii 
accepted of us 3.tid Enswtir^ our petition brought us^speody 
relief, even as He did to the Fishes in the pond of water The 
King asked, "And how was that, and what is the tale? : and 
Shimas answered him, "Hear, O King the story of 


The Fishes mtd die Grdb, 

In a certain place there was a piece of water, wherein dwelt a 
number of Fishes, and it befel that the pond dwindled away and 
shrank and wasted, till there remained barely enough to suffice 
them and they were nigh upon death and said, ^A^hat will become 
of us? How shall we contrive and of whom shall we seek counsel 
for our deliverance?" Thereupon arose one of them, who was the 
chiefest in wit and age, and cried. 'There is nothing will serve us 


> fj, the p*rtrta. 
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save that we seek salvation of Allah; but let us consult the Cmb 
and ask his advice: so come yc all* and hie we himwards and 
hear his rede lor indeed he is die chieiest and wisest ot us all in 
coming upon the truth,” Each and every approved of the Fish's 
advice and betook theinselves in a body to the Crab, whom they 
found squatted in his hole, without news or knowledge of their 
strait. So they saluted Kim with the saJam and said, ”0 our brd, 
doth not our a^air concern thee, who art ruler and the head of 
us?” The Grab returned thar salutation, replying, “And on you 
be The Peacel ^Vllat aileth you and what d'ye want?” So they 
told him their case and the strait wherein they were by reason of 
the wastage of the water, and that, when it should be dried up, 
destruction would betide them, adding, “Wherefore we come to 
thee, expecting thy counsel and what may bring us deliverance, 
for thou art the chiefest and the most experienced of us.” The 
Crab bowed his head awhile and said, "IJoubtless ye lack under' 
seeding, in that ye despair of the mercy of Allah Almighty and 
His care lor the provision of His creatures one and all. Know ye 
not tliat Allah (extolled and exalted be He!) provideth all Hjs 
crcaiurts without account and that He fore^ordained their daily 
mat me He created aught of creation and appointed to each of 
His creatures a fixed term of life and an allotted provision, of His 
divine All might? How then shall we burthen ourselves with ecu' 
cem for a thing which in His secret puipose is indite? Wherefore 
it is my rede that yc can do naught lietter than to seek aid of 
Allah Almighty, and It lichoveth each of us to clear his conscience 
with his Lord, both in public and private, and pray Him to succour 
us and deliver us from our difficulties; for Allah the Most High 
disappointeth not the expectation of those who put their trust in 
Him and rcfcctcth not the supplications of those who prefer their 
suit to Him. When we have mended our ways, cur al^rs 
set up and all will be wdl with us, ami when the winter cometh 
and our land is deluged, by means of a just one's prayer. He will 
not cast down the good He hath built up, So "tis my counsd that 
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we patience and await what Allah ahal] do with us. An 
dp ath come to us, as is wont^ we shall be at rest, and if there bcfal 
U 3 aught that caUeth for flight, we will flee and dcpiirt our land 
whither Allah will."’ Answered all tlie fishes with one wioe 
‘Thou sayst sooth, O our brd: Allah requite thee for us with 
wed!" Thm each returned to his stead, and in a few days the 
Almighty vouchsafed unto them a violent rain and the plat^ of 
the pond was filled fuller than before. "On like wise, O King, 
continued Shimas, "wc despaired of a child being bom to thee, 
and now that God hath blessed us and thee with this weU'Omcned 
son, we implore Him to render him blessed indeed and make him 
the coolth of ghtne eyes and a worthy successor to thee and grant 
us of him the like of that which He hath granted us of thee; for 
Almighty Allah disappointeth not those that saflt Him and it 
behoveth none to cut off hope of the mercy of his God, Then, 
rose second Wazir and saluting the King with the sa^m spake, 
after his greeting was returned, as follows: * Verily, a king is not 
f-aliod a King save he give presents and do justice and rule with 
equity and show munificence and wisely govern his lieg^, main'* 
earning the obligatory laws and apostolic usages established among 
th<»Tn and justifying them, one against other, and sparing their 
blood and warding off burt from thon; and of Iris qualities should 
be that he never abide incurious of the poor and that he succour 
the highest and lowest of them and give them each the rights to 
them due, so that all bles him and are obedient to his com' 
mand. Without doubt, a King who is after this wise of his flegtss 
Is b^oved and gainetb of this world eminence and of the next 
honour and favour with the Creator thereof. And the body 
pob'tic of thy subjects, acknowledge in thee. O King, all the 
attributes of kingship I have uoted^ even 33 it is best of 

things is that the King of a people be just and equicdile, th^r 
physician skilful and thdr teacher csperienceTull, acting according 
10 his knowledge.* Now we enjoy this happbess, after wc had 
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despaired of the birth of a son to thee, to inherit thy ki ngsh i p ; 
however, Allah (extolled be His name!) hath not disappointed 
thine expectation, but hath granted thy petition, by reason of the 
goodlines^ of thy trust in Him and thy submission of thine alfaitB 
to Him. Then fair fall thy hope! There hath teti^d thee that 
which betidrd the Crow and the Serpenr.” Ask^ the King, 
"What was that?”; and the Warir answered, "Hear, O King, the 
tale of 


The Crew and the Serf^ent. 

A Crow once dwdt in a tree, he and his wife, in all delight of life, 
till they came to the time of the hatching of their young, w'hich 
was the midsummer season, when a Serpent mued from its hole 
and crawkd up the tree wriggling around the branches till it cam r 
to the Crows’ nest, where it cofled itself up and there abode all 
the days of the summer, whilst the Crow was driven away and 
found no opmreunity to clear his home nor any place wherein to 
lie. When me days of heat were past, the Serpent went away to 
its own place and quoth the Crow to his wrife, ‘'Let us thank 
Almighty Allah, who hath preserved us and d^vered us froin 
this Strpent, albeit we are forbidden from increase this year. Yet 
the Lord will not cut off our hope; so let us express our gratitude 
to Him for having vouchsafed us safety and soundness of body; 
indeed, we have none otlier in whom to confide, and if He will 
and we live to see the next year, He shall give us other young in 
the stead of those we have missed this year.” Next summer when 
the hatching'season came round, the Serpent again sallied forth 
from its place and made for the Crows' nest: but, as it was coiling 
up a branch, a b'te swooped down on it and stnick claw's into its 
head and tare it, whereupon it fell to the ground a-swoon, and the 
nntB came out upon it and ate it.* So the Crow and hfe wife 
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in peace aad quiet imd bred a numerous brood and thanked 
Allah for thdr safety and for the young that were born to them. 
‘"In like manner, O Kmg,“ continued the Watir, “it behoveth us 
to thank God for that wherewith He hath favoured thee and U9 in 
vouchsafing us this blessed child of good omen, after despair and 
the cutting off of hope. May He make fair thy future reward 

and the issue of thine affairl”-^And Shahraaad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her pennitted say. 


IBbtn I'r toaiS the iSbunbreh anb ifourtfi 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King^ that when 
the second Wadr had ended with the wor^ ""Allah make fair 
thy future reward and the issue of thine affairl ; the third Wadr 
presently rose and said, “Rejoice, O just King, in the assurance 
of present prosperity and future felicity^ for him. whom the deni' 
T.ens of Earth love, the deniaens of Heaven likewise bve; ^d 
indeed Almighty Allah hath made affection to be thy portion 
and hath stablishied it in the hearts of the people of thy kingdom; 
wherefore to Him be thanks and praise Irom us and from foee, so 
He may deign increase Hie bounty unto thee and unto U6 in thee! 
For know, OKing, that man can originate naught but by command 
of Allah the Most High and that He is the Giver and all good 
which bcfalleth a creature hath its end and issue in Him. He 
allotteth His favours to His creatures, as it liketh Him; to some 
he giveth gifts galore while others He doometh barely to win their 
daily bread. Some He maketh Lords and Captains, and others 
Recluses, who abstain from the world and aspire but to Him, for 
He it is who saith, T am the Harmcr with adversity and 
Healer with paisperity. I make whole and make sick. I enrich 
and impoverish. T kill and quidten: in my hand is everything 
and unto Me all things do tend' Wherefore it behoveth all men 
to praise Him, Now, especially thou, O King, art of the fortunate, 
the pioviSv of whom it is said. “The happiest of the just if he for 
whom Allah uniteth the weal of this world and of the next world; 
wht> is contHit with that portion which Allah allotteth to him and 
who pfveth Him thanks for that which He hath stabllshcd.’ And 
indeed he that is rebellious and seeketh other than the dde which 
God hath decreed unto him and for him, favoureth the wild Ass 
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and the Jackal."* The King asked, "And what is the story of 
the twain?"; the Waair answered, “Hear, O King, the tale of 


The Wild A« end tJtc 

A CERTAIN Jackal was wont every day to l^ve his lair and fare 
forth questing his daily bread. Now' one day, as he was in a certain 
mountain, behold, the day was done and he set out to return when 
he fell in with another Jackal who saw him on the tramp, and each 
began to tell Iiis mate of the quarry be Ind gotten. Quoth one 
of diem, ’The other day I came upon a wild; Ass and I was 
an-hungered, for it was three days since 1 had eaten; so I rejoiced 
in this and thanked Almighty Allah for bringing him into my 
power. Then 1 tare out ms heart and ate it and was full and 
returned to my home. That was three days ago, since which 
time i have found nothing to eat, yet am I still full of meat." 
When the other Jackal heard his fellow’s story, he envied his 
fulness and said in himself, “There is no help but that I cat the 
heart of a wild Ass." So he left feeding for some days, till he becaint 
emaciated and nigh upon death and bestirred not himself neither 
did he cndeaTOur to get food, but lay coiled up in his earth. And 
whilst he was thus, behold, one day there came out two hunters 
trudging in quest of quarry and started a wild Ass. They followed 
on his trail tracking Irim all day, till at last one of them shot at 
him a forked’ arrow, nvhich pierc^ his vitals and reached his heart 
and killed him in front of the Jackal's hole. Then the hunters 
came up and finding him dead, pulled out the shaft from his heart, 
but only the wood came away and the forked head abode in the 
Ass s belly. So they left him where he Jay, expecting that others 
of the wild beasts would flock to him; but, wb^ it was cven'tide 
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and nothing fell to them, they returned to their abiding-placcs. 
The Jackal, hearing the commotion at the mouth of his home, lay 
quiet tiU nightfall, when he came forth of his bur, groaning for 
weakness and hunger, and seeing the dead As$ lying at his door, 
rejoiced with joy exceeding till he was like to fly for delight and 
said, “Praised be Allah who hath w'on me my wish without toil! 
Verily, 1 had lost hope of coming at a wild Ass or aught cIk; 
and assuredly^ the Almi^ty bach sent him to luc and diave him 
fail to my homestead.*’ Then he sprang on the body and tearing 
open its belly, thrust in his head and with his nose rummaged 
aoout its entrads, till he found the heart and tearing a rid-bit 
swallowed it: but, as soon as he had so done, the forked bead of 
the arrow struck deep in his gullet and he could neither get it 
down into his belly nor bring it forth of his throttle, So he made 
sure of destruction and said, **Of a truth it beseemeth not the 
creature to sack for himself aught over and above that which 
Allah hath allotted to him. Had 1 been content with what He 
appointed to me, I had not come to destruction." “Wherefore, 
O K^g," added the Warir, “it becometh man to be content with 
whatso Allah hath distributed to him and thank Him for His 
bounties to him and cast not off hope of his Lord. And behold, 
O King, because of the purity of thy purpt?ise and the fair intent 
of thy good works, Allah hath blessed thee with a son, after 
despair: ^wherefore we pray the Alm^hty to vouchsafe him length 
of days and abiding happiness and him a blessed successor, 
faithfid in the observance of thy covenant, after thy tong life." 
Then aro.'ie the fourth Wazir and said, “Verily, an the Kir^ be a 
man of understanding, a frequenter of the gates of wisdom,’ 

And Shahiatad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 

EHijen it toatf the .fiine ©tmbri* anh Jfifth .^igftt. 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
fourth Waiir arose and said, ’‘Verily an the King be a man of 
understanding, a frequenter of the gates of wisdom, versed in 
science, government and policy, and eke upright in purpose and 
just to his subjects, honouring chose to whom honour is due, 


* Arab. '"Ulli " haply, bcHhc; used here iind eUcwhenc* Tmurc, ccminijr.. 
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revering those wiio are dign of reverence, temperiiig puissance 
with using clemency ^henas it behove th, and protecl^g both 
governors and governed, bghccnmg all burthens for them and 
bestowing largesse on them, sparing their blc«d and iwvering their 
shame and keeping his troth with them. Such a King, 1 say, is 
worthy of felicity both present and fucure. worldly and other 
worldly, and this is of that which protected! him from dl-will and 
helpeth him to the stablishing of his Kingdom and the victory 
over his enemies and the winning of his wish, together with jh" 
crease of Allah's bounty to him and His favouring him for his 
praise of Him and the attainment of His protection. But an the 
King be the contrary of this, he never ceaseth from misfortunes 
and calamities, he and the people of his realm; for that his op¬ 
pression embraced! both stranger far and kinsman near and there 
Cdtncth to pass with him that which bcfel the unjust King with 
the pilgrim Prince.” King JaU'ad asked, "And how was that?" 
and the Warir answered, “Hear, O King, the tale of 


TJftf t7n;i«f King d!i£l the Pilgrim Prmce. 


Tmae was once In Maurimnia-Iand* a King who eiceeded in his 
rule, a tyrant, violent and over severe, who had no respect far the 
welfare or protection of his lieges nor of those who entered his 
realm; and from ev'cryone who came within his Kingdom his 
officers took fouT'-fifths of his monies, leaving him onu'fifth and 
no more. Now Alkh Almighty decreed that he should have a 
son, who was fortunate and (3od'favourcd and seeing the pomps 
and vanities of this world to be transient as they are unrightroua, 
renounced them in his youth and rejected the world and that 
which is therein and fared forth serving the Most High, wandering 
pilgrim-wise over w^olds and wastes and byrimes entering towra 
and cities. One day, be came to his father's capital and the 
guards laid hands on liim and searched him but found naught 


‘ Ar.b “Mjiahrib" (or in fiill M^tib *\ Akti) Kt -the LantJ of dc terting nn 
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upon him save cwo gowns^ one new anti the other old.*^ So they 
stripped the new one from him and left him the old, after they 
baa entreated him with con tamely and cozi tempt; whereat he 
complained and said^ “Woe to you, O ye oppressorsf 1 am a 
poor man and a pilgrim/ and what shall this gowu by any means 
probt you? Except ye restore it to me, 1 will go k> the King and 
make complaint to him of you,” They replied, “We act thus 
by the IGng's command; so do what seemeth good to thee,” 
Accordingly he betook himself to the King's palace and would 
have entered; but the chamberlains denied him admittance, and 
he romed away, saying in himself, “There is nothing for me 
except to watch till he cometh out and complain to him of my 
case and that which hath befallen, tne/' And whilst he waited, 
behold, he heard one of the guards announce the King’s faring 
forth; whereupon he crept up, little by little, till he stood before 
the gate; and presently when the King came out, he threw him' 
self in his way and after blessing him and wishing him weal, he 
made his complaint to him informing him how scurvily he had 
been entreated by the gatekeepers. Lastly he gave him to know 
that be was a man of the p>eople of Allah* w'ho had rejected the 
world seeking acceptance of Allah and who wimt wandering over 
earth and entering every city and hamlet, whilst all the folk he 
met gave him alms according to their competence, “I entered 
this thy city" (continued he), "hoping that the folk would deal 
kindly and graciously with me as with others of my condition;* 
but thy followers stoppied me and stripped me of one of my gowns 
and loaded me tvith bloivs. Wherefore do thou look into my case 
and take me by the hand and get me back my gown and I will 
not abide in thy city an hour.” Quoth the unfusc King, “Who 
directed thee to enter this city, unknowing the custom of its 
King?”; and quoth the pilgrim, “Give me back my gown and do 
with me what them wilt.” Now when the King h^d this, his 
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lesipcr changed for the worse and he said, "O fooV ^ stripped 
thee of thy gown, so thou mightest humble thysdf to us; but 
since thou makest this clamour 1 will smp thy soul from thee.'* 
Then he commanded to cast him into gaol, where he began to 
repent of having answered the King and reproached himself for 
not having left him the gown and saved his life. When it was the 
middle of the night, he rose to his feet and prayed long and 
prayerfully, saying, **0 Allah, Thou art the feghceous Judge; 
Thou know^ my case and that which hath befallen me with this 
tyrannical King, and I, Thine oppressed servant, beseech Thee, 
of the abundance of Thy mercy, to deliver me from the hanH of 
this unjust ruler and send down on him Thy vengeance; for Thou 
art not rmmindful of the unright of every oppressor. Wherefore, 
if Thou know that he hath wronged me, loose on him Thy ven* 
geance this night and send down on him Thy punishment; for 
Thy rule is just and Thou art the Helper of every mourner, O 
Thou to whom belong the power and the glory to the end of 
time!*’ When the gaoler heard the prayer of the poor prisoner 
he trembled in every limb, and behold, a fire sudde^y broke out 
in the King's palace and consumed it and ail that were theiein, 
evCTi to the door of the prison,® and none was spared but the 
gaoler and the pilgrim. Now when the gaoler saw this, he knew 
that it had not br^allen save because of the pilgrim’s prayer; so 
he loosed him and Heeing with him forth of the burning, betook 
himself, he and the King's ton, to another city. ^ was tiic 
unji^ consumed, he and ^ his city, by reason of his in* 
justice, ^d he tost the goods both of this wwld and ^e next 
world. “As for us, O auspidofus King” continued the Wadr, 
”we neither lie down nor rise up without praying for thee and 
thanking Allah the Most H^h for His grace in giving thee to us, 
tranquil in reliance on thy justice and the excellence of thy 
governance; and sore indeed was our care for thy lack of a son 
to inherit thy kingdom, fearing lest after tbee there betide us a 
King uidike thee. But now the Almighty hath bestowed His 
favoi^s upon us and done away our concern and brought us glad' 
ness in the birth of this blessed child; wherefore we beseech rbp 
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Lord to make him a worthj? successor co thee and endow him 
with gloiy and lehcity enduring and good abiding,'* Then rose 

the Wasir and said, “Bles^ be the Most High,**-^And 

Sbahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per' 
mitted say. 

it inas |])t .^ine 9)uTihreh anb ^ixth 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
hto Wazir said, ‘‘Blessed be the Most High, Giver of all good 
gifts and graces the most precious! But to continue: we are weH 
assured that Allah favoureth whoso arc thankful to Him and 
mindful of His faith; and thou, O auspicious King, art far-famed 
for these illustrious virtues and for justice and equitable dealing 
between subject and subjea and in that which is acceptable to 
Allah Almighty, By reason of this hath the Lard catmted thy 
dignity and prosperro thy days and bestowed on thee the good 
gift of this august child, after despair, wherefrom (here hath be- 
tided us gladness abiding and joys which may not be cut off; for 
we before th^ were in exceeding cark and passing care, because of 
thy lack of issue, and full of concern bethinking us of ah tby jusr 
dee and gentk dealing with us and fearful lest Allah decree d^th 
to thee and there lx; none to succeed thee and inherit the king' 
dom after thee, and so we be divided in our counseb and di^en' 
sions arise between us and there befal us what befel the Crows.'* 
Asked (he King, "And what befel the Crows?"; and the Warir 
answered saying, "Hear, O auspicious King, the talc of 


TJic Crows and the Haw}{. 

There was oooe, in a certain desert, a spacious Wady, full of rills 
and trees and fruits and birds singing the praises of Allah the One 
of Ali'mij^t, Creator of dav and night; and among them was a 
troop of Crow's, which led the happiest of lives. Now* they were 
under the sway and government of a Crow who ruled them with 
mildness and beni^ity, so that th(^ were with him in ppce and 
contentment; and by reason of their wisely ordering their aHairs, 
none of the other birds could avail against them. Presently it 
chanced that there befel their chief the £»om irrevocably appointed 
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10 all creatures and he departed life*; whereupon the others 
mounred for him wjth sore mourning, and what added to thdr 
gnef was that there abided not amongst them like him one who 
should hll his place. So they all assembled and took coumel to* 
gether concerning whom it befitted for his goodness and piety to 
set over thcni: and a pany of them chose one CrcWi saying, *’It 
beseemeth that this be King over us:** whilst others objected to 
him and would none of him; and thus there arose diviaon and 
dissension amidst them and the strife of excitement waxed hot 
between diem. At last they agreed amon^t themselves and con' 
tented to sleep the night upon it and that none should go forth at 
dawn next day to teii his living, but that ^ must wait td] high 
rooming, when thiy should gather together all in one place. 
'“Then," said they, ‘we will all take flight at once and whichsoever 
shall soar above the rest in his flying, he shall be accepted of us as 
ruler and be made King over us.** Hie fancy pleased them; so 
th^ made covenant together and did as they had agreed and tixA 
flipt all, but each of them deemed himself higher man his fellow; 
wherefore quoth this one, *‘I am highest,'* and that, “Nay; that 
am I.*' Then said the lowest of them, “Look up, all of you, and 
whomsoever ye find the highest of you, let him your chief.'* So 
they raised the:m eyes and seeing the Hawk soaring over them, said 
each to other, “\Ve agreed that which bird soever should be the 
highest of us we will make king over us, and behold, the 
Hawk is the highest of us: what say ye to him?** And they all cried 
out. We accept of him.** Accordingly they summoned Hawk 
and said to him, "O Father of Good,® we have chosen thee rukr 
over us, that thou mapt look into our affair.” The Hawk con* 
sented, sabring, Inshaliah, ye shall win of me abounding weal/' So 
they rejoiced and made him their King. But after awhile, he fell to 
taking a company of them every day and betaking himsdf with 
them afar off to one of the caves, where he struck them down and 
eating thdr eyes and brains, threw thdr bodies into the river, 
v^dhe ceased not doing on this wise, it being his intent to dratroy 
them all till, seeing their number daily diminishing, the Crows 
uocked to him and sid, O our King, we complain to thee because 
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from the date we made cbee Sovran and ruler over us, we are in die 
somest case and every day a company of us is misstii|[ and we 
know not tbe reason of this, more by token, that the most part 
thereof are the high in rank and of those in attendance on thee. 
We must now lock after our own safety/* Thereupon the Hawk 
waxed wroth w^ich them and said to them, "Verdy, ye arc the 
murtherm, and yc forestall me with accusationf" So saying, he 
pounced upon them and tearing tt> picoes half a score of their 
chiefs in front of the rest, threatened them and drave them out 
sorely cuffed and beaten, from before him. Hereat they repented 
them of that which they had done and said, '*We have known no 
good since die death of our hrst King especially in die de<^ of this 
stranger in kind; but we deserve our sutferin^ even had he 
destroyed us one by one to the last of us, and there is exemplified 
in us the saying of h^ that saith, ‘Whoso submitteth him not to 
the rule of his own folk, the foe hath dominion over lu'm, of his 
folly,* And now there is nothing for it but to flee for our lives, 
else shall we perish/* So they took flight and dispersed to x'arious 

E laces. “And we also, O King/* continued the Waair, “feared 
3t the like of this befal us and there become ruler over us a 
King other than thyself; but Allah hath vouchsafed us this boon 
and hath sent us this blessed child, and now we are assured of 
peace and union and security and prosperity in our Mother'land. 
So lauded be Almighty Allah and to Him be praise and thanks 
and goodly gratitude! And may He bless the King and m all bis 
subjects and vouchsafe unto us and him the acme of felicity and 
make his life'tide happy and his endeavour constant!** Then 
arose the sixth Waair and said, *'Allah favour thee with all feli' 
city, O King, in diis world and in the next world! Verily, the an' 
dents have left us this saying, 'Whoso prayeth and fasteth and 
giveth parents their due and is just in his r^e meeteth his Lord and 
He is well pleased with him/ Thou hast been set over us and hast 
ruled us justly and thine e^-ery step in this hath been blessed; 
wherefore we beseedr Allah Ahnighty to make great thy reward 
eternal and requite thee thy beneficence. I have beard what this 
wise man hath said respecting our fear for the loss of our prov 
perity, by reason of the death of the King or the advent of another 
who should not be his parallel, and how after him dissensions 
would be rife among us and calamity betide from our division and 
how it behoved us therefore to be instant in prayer to Allah the 
Most High, so haply He might vouchsafe the King a happy son, to 
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inherit the kingship after him. But, after all, the issue of that 
which man tie^ch of mundane goods and wherefor he lusteth is 
unknown to him and consequently it behoveth a mortal to ask not 
of his Lord a thing whose end be wotteth not; for that haply the 
hurt of that thing is nrarer to him than its gain and his destruction 
may be in that he seeketh and there may befol him what befel the 
Serpent-charmer, his wife and children and the folk of his house.” 

-^And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say, 

ISljen It tna^ tfje ^ine i^tinlirch anb ^tucntlj iltsbf* 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
sixth Waairsaid, “It behoveth not a man to ask of his Lord aught 
W'hereof he ignureth the issue for that haply the hurt of that chhig 
may be nearer than its gain, his destruction may be in that he 
secketh and there may bei'al him what held the Serpent-charmer, 
his children, his wife and his household," the King asked, 
"What was that?"; and the Waair answered, "Hear, O King the 
tale of 


The Serpertt-charmcT <nid Ins Wife. 

There was once a mao, a Serpcnt'channer,* who used to drain 
serpents, and this was his trade; and he had a great basket,* 
wherein were three snakes but the people of bis house knew this 
not. £% er)’ day he used to go round with this pannier about the 
town gaining his living and diat of his family by showing the 
snakes, and at eventide he returned to his house and clapped them 
back into the basket privily. This lasted a long while; but it 
chanced one day, when he came home, os was his wont, his wife 
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asked him, saying, “What is in diis pannier?**; and he relied, 
“What wouldest thou with it? Is not provision plentiful with 
you? Be thou content with that which Allah hath aMocced co thee 
and adc not of aught dse/* With this the woman held her peace; 
but she said in herself, "There is no help but that I searsi this 
basket and know what is there.'* So she egged on her children and 
enjoined them to ask him of the pannier and importune him v?ith 
thdr questions, till he should tdl them w'hat was therein. They 
presently concluded that it contained something to eat and sought 
every day of their father that he should show them what was 
therein; and he still put them olf with pleasant pretences and 
forbade them from asking this. On such wise they abode awhile, 
the wife and mother still per^sting in her quest till they agreed 
with her that they would neither eat meat nor drain d^k with 
their father, till he granted them thdr prayer and opened the 
basket to them. One night, behold, the Serpen pcharmer came 
home with great plenty of meat and drink and took his seat 
calling them to eat with him: but they refused his company and 
show^ him anger; whereupon he be^ to coajc them with fair 
words, saying, "Lookye, tell me what you would have, that I may 
bring it you, be it meat or drink or raiment." Answered they, 
**0 our father, we want nothing of thee but chat thou open this 
pannier that we may see what is therein: else we will slay our¬ 
selves, He rejoined, “O my children, there is nothing good for 
you therein and indeed the opening of it will be harmful to you." 
Hereat they redoubled in rage for ^ he could say, which when he 
saw, he b^n to scold them and threaten them with bating, 
except they returned from such condition; but they only increased 
in anger and persistence in asking, till at last he waxed wroth and 
took a staff to beat them, and they Qed from before him within 
the house. Now the basket was present and the Serpent-charmer 
had not hidden it anywhere: so his wife left him occupied with 
the children and opened the pannier in haste, that she might see 
what was therein. Thereupon behold, the serpents came out and 
first struck their fangs into her and kilted her; then they hied 
round about the house and slew all, great and small, who were 
therein; except the Serpcnt-charTncr, who left the place and went 
hi,*? way. *Tf then, O auspicious King," continued the Wazir, 
“thou consider this, thou be convinced that it is not for a 
man to desire aught save that whidi God the Great refusech not 
to him; nay, he should be content with what He wOleth, And 


58 


Alf Latlab wa Latlar. 


thou, O King, for the overflowing of thy wisdom and the exedr 
lence of chine understanding, Allah hath cooled thine eyes with 
the advent of this thy sem, after despair, and hath comforted thy 
heart; wherefore we pray the Almighty to make him of the just 
successors acceptable to Kioiself and to his subjects." Then rose 
the seventh Wazir and said, ”0 King, I know and certify all that 
my brethren, these Ministers wise and learned, have said in the 
presence, praising thy jusdoe and the goodness of thy policy and 
proving how thou art distinguished in this from all Kings other 
than thyself; wherefore they gave thee the preference over dienu 
Indeed, this be of that which is incuml^t on us, O King, and I 
say, ‘Praised be Allah* in that He hath guerdoned thee with His 
gibs and vouchsafed thee of His mercy, the welfare of the realm; 
and bath succoured thee and ourselves, on condidon that we in* 
crease in gratitude to Him; and all this no otherwise than by 
thine existence! What wMc thou remainest amongst us, we 
fear not oppression neither dread unright, nor can any take long* 
handed advantage of our weakness! and indeed it is said, ‘The 
grratest good ot a p^Ie is a just King and thdr greatest ill an 
unjust King*; and again, ‘Bener dwell with rending lions than with 
a tyrannous Sultan.* ^ praised be Almighty Allah with eternal 
praise for that He hath blessed us with thy life and vouchsafed 
diee this blessed child, whenas thou wasC stricken in years and 
hadst despaired of issue! For the goodliest of the gifts in this 
world is a virtuous sifc, and it is said, ‘Whoso hath no progeny his 
life is without result and he leaveth no memory.' As for thee, 
because of the ri^teousness of thy justice and thy pious reliance 
on Allah the Most High, thou hast Eieen vouchsafe this happy 
son; yea, this blessed' ebdd cometh as a gift from the Most High 
Lord to us and to thee, for die excellence of thy governance and 
the goodlincss of thy long-sufferance; and in this thou hast fared 
even as fared the Spider and the Wind." Asked the King, 

"And what is the story of the Spider and the Wind?"-^And 

Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per 
mitted say. 
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IBben i! tcatf f^nbreb anb Cisbtb iSigbtt 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious Kit^, that whm 
the King asked, “And what is the story of the twain?”; the Waaii 
answered, “Give ear, O King, to the t^e of 


The Spider ntid the Wind. 

A Spider once attached herself to a high gate' and a retired 
and span her web there and dwelt therein m p^oe, giving thanks 
to the Almighty, who had made this dweUing'place e^ to her 
and had set her in safety from noxious reptiles. On this wise she 
abode a long whilev still giving thanks to Allah for her ease and 
regular supply of daily bread, till her Creator bethought Him to 
try her and make essay of her gratitude and patience. So he 
sent upon her a strong cast Wind, which carried her away, web 
and all, and cast her into the main. The waves washed her a^ore 
and she thanked the Lord for safety and began to upbraid the 
Wind, saying, “O Wind, why hast thou dealt thus with me and 
what good hast thou gotten by bearing me hither from my abiding' 
place, where indeed 1 was in safety, secure in my home on the top 
of that gate?” Replied the Win^ saying, "O Spider, hast thou 
not learnt that this world is a house of calamities; and, say me, 
who can boast of lasting happiness that such portion shall be 
thine? Wottest thou not that Allah tempteth His creatures in 
order to learn by trial what may be thdr powers of patience? 
How, then, doth it beset thee to upbraid me, thou who hast been 
saved by me from the vasty deep?” '*Thy words are true, O 
Wind," replied the Spider, “yet not the less do I desire to escape 
from this stranger land into which thy violence hath cast me." 
The Wind rejoined, "Cease thy blaming; for right soon I will 
bear thee back and replace thee in thy pmee, as thou wasc afort' 
titne," So the Spider waited patiently, till the north-east Wind 
left blowing and there arose a south'wese Wind, which gendy 
caught her up and £cw with her towards her dwelling-place; and 
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when she came to her abode^ she kcEw it and clung to it. "And 
we,"” continued the Waiir» "beseech Allah (who bath reworded 
the King for his singleness of hrart and patience and hath taken 
pity on his subjects and blessed them with His favour and iiath 
vouchsafed the King this son in his old age, after he had despaired 
of issue and remov^ him not from the world, Dili He had blessed 
him with coolth of eyes and bestowed on him what He hath 
bestowed of Kin^ip and Empire!) to vouchsafe unto thy son 
that which He hath vouchsafed unto thee of dominion and 
Sultanship and glory! Amen." Then said the King, "Praised 
be Allah over all praise and thantis be to Him over ^ thanks! 
There is no god but He, the Creator of all things, by the light of 
whose signs we know the glory of His greatness and who giveth 
kingship and command over his own country to whom He willeth 
of His servants! fie cbooseth of them whomso He please to 
make him His viceroy and viceregent over His creatures and 
commandetb him to just and equitable dealing with them and 
the maintenance of religious laws and practices and right conduct 
and constancy in ortlering their affairs to that which is most 
acceptable to Him and most grateful to them. Whoso doth thus 
and obeyeth the commandment of his Lord, his desire attained! 
and the orders of his God maintaineth; so Providence preserved! 
him from the perils of the present world and maketh ample his 
recompense in the future world- for indeed He n^Iecteth not 
reward of the righteous. And whoso doth otherwise than as 
Allah biddeth him sinneth mortal sin and disobeyeth his Lord, 
preferring his mundane to his Eupra-mundane weal. He hath no 
trace in this world and in the next no portion; for Allah spaieth 
not the unjust and the mischievous, nor doth He neglect any of 
His servants. These our Wazirs have set forth bow, by reason of 
our just dealing with them and our wise governance of affairs, 
Allah hath vouchsafed us and them His grace, for which it 
behoveth us to thank Him, because of the great abundance of 
His mercies; each of them hath also spoken that wherewith the 
Almighty inspired Him concerning this matter, and they have 
vied one with another in rendering thanks to the Most High Lord 
and praising Him for His favours and bounties. I also render 
^nks to Allah for that I am but a slave commanded; my heart 
is in His hand and my tongue in His subjection, accepting that 
which He adfudgeth to me and to them, come what may thereof. 
Each one of them hath said what passed through his mind on the 
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subject of this boy and hath set forth chat which was of the 
renewal of divine favour to us, after my years h^l reached the 
term when conhdcnce faileth and despair assaileth. So praised 
be Allah who hath saved us from disappointment and from the 
alternation of rulers^ like to the alternation of night and day! 
For verily, this was a great boon both to them and to us; where¬ 
fore we praise Almighty Allah who hath given a ready answer to 
our prayer and hath blessed us with this boy and set him in high 
place, as the inheritor of the kingship. And we entreat Hito, of 
His bounty and clemency, to make him happy in hia actions, 
prone to pious works, so he may become a fong and a Sultan 
governing his people with justice and equity, guarding them from 
perilous error and frowardness, of His grace:, goodness and 
generosity!" the King had made an end of his speech, 

the sages and Olema rose and prostrated themselves before Allah 
and thanked the King; after which they ki^d his hands and 
departed, each to his own house, whilst Jali'ad withdrew into his 
palace, where, he looked upcm the new-born and offered op 
prayers for him and named liim Wird Khan.' The boy grew up 
til] he attained the age of cwdie,^ when the King being minded 
to have him taught the arts and sdcnces, bade bu3d him a pokce 
amid die most the dty, wherein were three hundred and threescore 
rooms,* * and lodged him therein. Then he assigned him three 
wise men of the Olema and bade them not be lax in teaching him 
day and night and look that there was no kind of learning but 
they instruct him therein, so he might become versed in all 
^owledge. He also commanded them to rit with him one day 
in each of the rooms by turn and write on the door thereof thgt 
which they had taught him therein of various kinds of lore and 
report to himself, every seven days, whatso instructions they liad 
imparted to him. So they went in to the Prince and stinted not 
from educating him day nor night, nor withheld from him aught of 
that they knew*; and presently there appeared in him tidiness to 
receive instruction such as none bad shown before him. Every 
seventh day his governors reported to the King what his son had 
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leamt and mastered, whereby JaFad beca m e proficient in goodly 
li*ammg and fair culture, and the Olema said to him, **Kever 
saw we one so richly gified with und^tanding as is this boy; 
Allah Hess thee in him and give thee joy of his lifet'* When the 
Prince had completed his cw^fth year, he knew the better part of 
every science and excelled all the Olema and sages of his day; 
wherefore his governors brought him to bis sire and said to him, 
“Allah gladden thine eyes, O King, with this auspidous youth! 
We bring him to thee, ^ter be bath leamt all manner knowledge, 
and there is not one of the learned men of the time nor a scientist 
who hath attained to that whereto he hath attained of science,*' 
The King rejoiced in this with joy exceeding and thanking the 
Almighty prostrated himself in gratitude before Allah (to whom 
belong Majesty and Might!), saying, “Laud be to the Lord for His 
merdes incalculable!" Then he c^ed his Chief Warir and said 
to him, “Know, O Shimas, that the governors of my son are come 
to tell me that he hath mastered every kind of knowledge and 
there is nothing but they have instructed him therein, so that he 
surpasseth in dus all vrho forewent him. What sayst thou, O 
Shimas?” Hereat the Minister prostrated himself before Allah 
(to whom belong Might and Majesty!) and kissed the King's 
hand, saying, “Loath is the rufay'Stone, albe it be bedded in me 
hardest rock on bill, to do aught but shine as a lamp, and this thy 
son is such a gem; his tend^ age hath not hindered him from 
becoming a sage and Alhamdn ltlTah—praised be Allah—for that 
which He ddgned bestow on him! But tx^morrow I will call an 
assembly of the flower of the Emirs and men of learning and 
examine the Prince and cause him speak forth that which is with 

him in their presence, Inshallah!"-^And Shahmad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say, 


S^in ft tooti tf)t ^fne Irnnhreb atib 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O au^idous King, that when 
the King Jali'ad heard the words of his Wadr Shimas, he com' 
manded the attendance of the keenest'witted* of the Olema and 
most accomplished of the learned and sages of fiis dominions, and 
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they all presented themselves on the morrow at the door of the 
palace, whereupon the King bade admit them. Then entered 
Shimas and luased the hands of the Prince, who rose and 
prostrated himself to the Minister; but Shimas said^ "It 
bcboveth not the tion'wheJp to prostrate himsdf to any of the 
wild beasts, nor besittcth it that Lig^ prostrate itself to sh^e." 
Quoth the Prince, “Whenas the liomwhelp seeth the leopard,* * be 
nseth up to him and prostrateth himself bdore him, because of 
his wisdom, and Light prostrateth itself to shade for the purpose 
of disclosing that which is theiewithin.'' Quoth Shimas, “Xrae, 
O my lord; hut I would have thee answer me anent whatso 1 shall 
ask thee, by leave of His Highness and his lieges." And the 
youth said, "And I, with permission of my sire, will answer thee." 
So Shimas Es^an and said, "Tell me what is the Eternal, the 
Absolute, and what are the two manifestadons^ thereof and 
whether of the two is the abiding one?" Answered the Prince, 
“Allah (to whom belong Might and Majesty!) is the Eternal, the 
Absolute; for that He is Alpha, without beginning, and Omega 
without end. Now lus two manifestations are thi*t world and the 
nert? and the abiding one of the two is the world to come." 
Q Thou sayst truly and I approve thy reply: but I would have 
thee tdl me, how knowest thou that one of Allah's manifestations 
is this world and the other the world to come?"—"I know this 
beause this world was created from nothingness and had not 
being from any existing thing; wherefore its aHair is rcfei^le to 
the first essence. Moreover, it is a commodity swift of ceasing, 
the works whereof call for requital of action and this poatulatcm 
the reproduction* of whatso passeth away: so the next world is 
the second inanifestation." Q "Now inform me how knowest 
th^ that the world to come is the abiding one of the two 
mtistOTces?"—“Because it is the house of requital for deeds done 
in this world prepared by the Eternal sans surcease." Q “Who 
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are the people of this world most to be praised for practire. 

_"T^ose who prefer their weal in the world to oome before th^ 

weal m this world," Q '*^d who is he chat prcfmeth ms 
future to his present welfare?'’—- He who fcnoweth that m 
dwelkth in a perishing house, that he was created but to vade 
away and that, after vading away, he will be called to account^ 
and indeed, were there in this world one living andabi^ for 
ever, he wordd not prefer it to the next world,” Q toe 

future life subsist pennaneniJy without the present?”—^ He wto 
hath no present life hath no future life: and indeed 1 liken this 
world and its folk and the goal to which they fare wi^th certain 
workmen, for whom an Emir buildeth a narrow house and 
lodgeth them therein, commanding each of them to do a certam 
Tnulc and assigning to him a set term and appointing one to act 
as Steward over them. Whoso doeth the work appointed unto 
hinik th^ steward bringeth him forth of that straitness; but 
whoso doeth it not within the stablMied term is punished. 
aw'hile, behold, they find honey exuding from the chinks of the 
house.' and when they have eaten thereof and tasted its ^cereess 
of savour, they slacken in their ordered task and cast it behind 
their backs. So they patiently suffer the straitness and distress 
wherein they are, w'ith what they know of the future punishment 
whereto they arc fast wending, and are content with this worthless 
and easily won sweetness: and the Steward leaveth not to fetch 
every one of them forth of the house, for iU or good, when his 
appointed period shall have come. Now w'c know the world to 
be a dwelling wherein all eyes are dazed, and that each of its 
folk hath his set term: and he who findeth ^e little sweetir^ 
that IE in the world and busicth himself therewith is of the number 
of the lost, since he preferreth the things of this world to the 
things of the next world: but whoso j^yeih no heed to this ^r 
sweetness and preferreth the things or the coming world to those 
of this world, is of those who are saved.”' Q "I have hc^ 
what thou sayest of this world and the next and I accept thine 
answer; but T see they are as two placed in authority over man; 
needs must he content them both, and they are contrary one to 
other. So, if the creature set himself to seek his livelihood, it is 
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harmful to his soul in the future: and tf he devote himsdlf to 
the next world, it is hurtful to his body; and there is no way 
for htm of pleasing these two contraries at once."—"Indeed, the 
quest of ones worldly livclibood with pious intent and on lawful 
wise ta a viaticum for the quest of the goods of the world to come, 
if a man spend a pact of his days in seeking his hvelihaod in 
this world, for the sustenance of his body, and devote the rest of 
his day to seeking the goods of the next world, for the repose of 
his soul and the warding off of hurt therefrom; and mde^ 1 see 
this world and the other world as they were two Kings, a just and 
an unjust." Asked Sihimas, "How so?" and the youth began 
the tale of 


The Two fCiugs. 

Therb were once two Kings, a just and an unjust; and this one 
had a land abounding in trees and fruits and herbs; but he let 
no merchant pass without robbing him of his monies and his 
merchandise, and the traders endured this with patience, by 
reason of their profit from the fatness of the earth in the 
means of life and its pleasantness, more by token that it was 
renowned for its richiiess in pedous stones and gems. Now 
the just King, who loved jewels, heard of this land and sent one 
of his subjects thither, giving him much epede and bidding him 
pass with it into the other's realm and buy jewels therefrom. 
So he went thither; and. it being told to the unjust King that 
a merchant was come to his kingdom with much money to buy 
jewels withal, he sent for him to the presence and said to him, 
“^iTio art thou and whence comest thou and who brought thee 
thither and what is thy errand?" Quoth the merchant, *T am 
of such and such a region, and the King of that land gave me 
money and bade me buy therewith jewels from this country; 
^ 1 obeyed his bidding and came." Cried the unjust King, 
**Out on thee! Knowest thou not tny fashion of dealing wito 
the people of my realm and how each day I take their monies? 
How then comest thou to my country? And behold, thou Hast 
been a sofourner here since such a time!" Answoed the tratkr, 
"The money is not mine, not a mite of it; nay. 'tis a trust in 
my han^ till I bring its equivalent to its owner." But the 
King said, "I will not let thee take thy livelihood of my land 
or go out therefrom, except thou tansom thyself with thig money 
VOL IX, 
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321 of it"-^And Sbahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her penoitted say. 

©fjen it toatf t&e 

r«iinieiL It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 

StofauleV aidio the trader who came to 

wl ^trf " Tia not possible for thee te C^e thy hvehh^ of 

my land eitipt thou ransom thy life wi* this monw, d o , 

^t thou die." So the man said m himself, 

te^een two Kings, and I kn™ itot the 

all who abide in his dominions: and if I f^«ay mm 

not I shall lose both life and money (whereof 

shail fail of my errand; whilst, on the other hand, if 1 give 

all the gold, it will most assuredly prove my ^ 1 

the other King: wherefore no device senfe me but that 1 

give this one a trifling thereof and ^ 

Ld avert from myself and from the money pei^tmn 

1 eec my livelihood of the fatness of this land, all 1 buy ttot 

which I desire of jeweh; and, after ^tiaf^g 

(rifts, 1 will take my portion of the profit and return _ _ 

S the money with his need, misting m his justice md^genej 

°id unSg that he will punish me for 

King taketh of the treasure, especially if it be but a ib^ 

the trader called dovra blessings on the cyi^t and said ^ 

Kine I will ransom myself and this specie with a sm:dl po 

hereof, from the time of my entering thy coun^ 

going forth therefrom. ’ The King agreed to 

Lace for a year, tfll he bought all manner jewels wi^ the rest of 

tS money and returned therewith to his mwter, towhomhema^ 

his excuses, confessing to having saved himself fram the unjust 

argTwore rchtJ. The i>^'»?«pted,hi. ocu«^ 

praLd him for his wise device and ^ hm on his 

L divan and appointed him in his kingdom an abidmg mW 

ance and a happy life-tide/ “Mow the j^ King is the simihtu^ 

of the future world and the unjust ^g t^t of 

the jewels that be in the tyrant’s dom^ons are go^ 

pious worb. The merchant is man and the money he hath wita 
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tiitn is the provision appointed him of Allah. When 1 consid^ 
1 know chat it bmoveth him who seekcth his livelihood in 
this world to leave not a day without seeking the goods of the 
world to come, so shall he content this world with that which he 
gaincthof the fatness of the earth and satisfy the other world with 
that which he spendeth of his life in sedting after it “ Q “Are 
the spirit* and the body alikie in cewan! and retribution, or is the 
body, as the luster of lusts and doer of sinful deeds, and especially 
affected with punishment?"—'*Thie inclination to lusts and sins 
may be the cause of earning reward by the withholding of the soul 
therefrom and the repenting thereof; but the command’ is in the 
ban d of Him who doth what He will, and things by their contraries 
arc distuiguished. Thus subsistence is necessary to the body, bi^ 
there is no body without soul; and the purification of the spitit U 
in making clean the intention in this world and taking thought to 
that which ^all profit in the world to come. Indeed, soul and 
body arc like two horses racing for a wager or two fostCT'brothers 
or two partners in business. By the intent are g(pJ di^ dis' 
tinguished and thus the body and soul are parriiers in actions and 
in reward and retribution, and in this they are like the Blind man 
and the Crippk with the Overseer of the garden." Asked Shimas, 
**How so?”; and the Prince said, "Hear, O Wasir, the tale of 


The Btiitd Man and the Cripple. 

A Bund man and a Cripple were traveUing'Companions and used 
to beg alms in company. One day they sought aduussion into the 
garden of some one of the benevolent, and a kind'hearTed wight, 
hearing their took compassion on them and carried them into 
his garden, where be left them after plucking for them some of its 
produce and went away, bidding them do no waste nor damage 
therein. When the fruits became ripe, the Cripple said Co the 
Bl^d man, “Harkye, I see ripe fruits and long for them; but I 
cannot rise to eat thereof; so go thou arise, for thou art sound of 
either 1^, and fetch us somewhat that we may eat." Replied the 
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Blini “Fic upon thee! 1 had no thought of diem, but now that 
thou callest mem to my mind, 1 long to eat of them and ! am 
unpotent unto this, being unable to see them; so how shall we do 
to ^ at them?"' At this moment, behold, up came the Overseer 
of uie garden, who w'as a man of understanding, and the Oippie 
said to him, “Harkye, O Overseer! 1 long for somew^hat of those 
fruits; but are as thou seest; I am a cripple pd my mate here 
is stonS'blind; so what shall we do? Replied the Overs^r, 
"Woe to you! Have ye forgotten that the master of the garden 
sti p ula te d with you that ye Siould do nothing whereby^te or 
damage befal it: so take warning and abstain from tba." But 
they answered, "Needs must we get our portion of these fruits that 
we may eat thereof: so tell us some device whereby we shall con¬ 
trive this" When the Overseer saw that they were not to be 
turned from their purpose, he said, "This, then, is my device, O 
Cripple, let the Blind bear thee on his back and take th^ under 
the tree whose fruit pleaseth thee, so thou mayst pluck what thou 
cause reach thereof," Accordingly the Blind man took on his 
back the Cripple who guided him, till he brought him underatr^, 
and he fell to plucking from it what he woidd and tearing at its 
boi^hs till he had despoiled it; after which tb^ went roundabout 
and throughout the garden and wasted it with their hands and 
feet, nor did they cease from this fashion, till they had stripped all 
the trees of the garth. Then they returned to thdr plac^ and 
presently up came the master of the garden, who, seeing it in 
plight, was wroth with sore wrath, and coming up to them said, 
“Woe to you! What fashion is this? Did I not stipulate with 
you that ye should do no damage in the garden?" Quoth they, 
"Thou ItoowEst that we are powerless to come at any of the fruit, 
for that one of us is a cripple and cannot rise and the other ia 
blind and cannot see that which is before him; so what is our 
offence?" But the master answered, '■‘Think ye I know not how 
ye wrought and how ye have gone about to do waste in my garden? 
I know, as if I had bem with thee, O Blind, that thou tookest the 
Cripple pick-a'back and he showed thee the way till thou borest him 
to the trees." Then he punished them with grievous punishment 
and dirust them out of the garden. “Now the Blind is the simili¬ 
tude of the body which s^lli not save by the spirit, and the Cripple 
that of the soul, for that it hath no power of motion but by die 
body: the garden is the works, for which the creature is rewarded 
or punished, and the Overseer is the reason which biddeth to good 
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and forbiddeth from eviL Thus the body and the soul are partner 
in reward and retributicm." Q ‘'Which of the learned men is 
most worthy of praise, according to thee?*—“He who is learned 
in the knowledge of Allah and whose knowledge prohteth him.” 
O “And who is this?’*—“Whoso is intent upon s^king to 
please his Lord and avoid His wrath." Q “And which of 
is the most excellent?”—“He who is most learned in the know' 
ledge of Allah. Q “And which is the most experienced of 
them?*'—-“Wh^ in doing according to his knowledge is most 
amstant.” Q “And which is the puresthearted of them?”— 
He who is most assiduous in preparing for death and praising 
the Lord and least of them in hope, and indeed he who penetrateth 
his soul with the awful ways of death is as one who looked^ mto a 
^ar mirror, for that he knoweth the truth, and the minor still 
increaseth in dearness and brilliance.’’ Q “What are the good' 
li^ of treasures?**—’The treasures of heaven.** Q “Which is 
the go^liest of thc treasures of Heaven?”—*The praise of AllaK 
and His tnagnifacaaon.” Q “Which is the most excellent of the 

treaaires of earth?"—“The practice of kindness.”-And Shah* 

razad perceived the dawn ot day and teased saying her permitted 
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She said. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that when the 
Wa^ Shimas asked the King’s son. saying. ‘“Which is the most 
exi^lient of the treasury of earth?" he answered. “The practice 
] j-ff ^ ^ Minister pursued. ‘Tdl me of three several 

and djffermt things, knowledge and judgment and wit, and of that 
winch uniteth them."—'‘Knowledge cometh of learning, judgment 
of ex^'ence and wit of reflection, and they arc aU stablisbed and 
un^d m reason. Whoso combineth the^e three qualities artaineth 
perfeepon and he who addeth thereto the piety and fear of the 
Lord IS in the right course." Q ‘Tate the case of a man of 
learning and wisdom, endowred with n'^t judgment, luminous 
mcel^cnce and a teen wit and excelling, and tell me can desire 
and lust change these his qualities?"—“Yes: for these two pz^ 
aons. when they enter into a man, alter his wisdom and under' 
standing and judgment and wit, and he is like the Ossifrage* 
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which, for precaution against the hunters, abode in the upper air, 
of the excess of his subtlety; but, as he was thus, he saw a fowler 
set up his nets and when the toils were hrmly staked down bait 
them with a bit of meat; which when he beheld, desire and lust 
tbereoi overcame him and he forgot that which he had seen of 
springes and of the sorry plight of all birds that £dl into them. 
& he swooped down from the welkin and pouncing upon the 
piece of meat, was meshed in the same snare and coi^ not win 
tree. When the fowler came up and saw the Ossifrarc taken in 
his toils he marvelled with exceeding marvel and said, *I set up 
my nets, thinking to take therein pigeons and the like of small 
fowl; bow came this Qssifrage to f^ into it?' It is said that 
when desire and lust incite a man of understanding to aught, he 
considereth the end thereof and refraineth from that whii± they 
make fair and reprtssetb with his reason his lust and his con* 
cupisoence; for, when these passions urge him to augh^ it behoveth 
him to make his reason like unto a horseman skil!^ in horseinan' 
ship who mounting a skittish horse, curbeth him with a sham bit,^ 
90 that he go aiig^ with him and bear him whither he will. As 
for the ignorant man, who Hath neither knowlec^e nor jud^ent, 
while all things are obscure to him and desire and lust lord it over 
him, verily he doeth according to his desire and his lust and is of 
the numb^ of those that pen'sh; nor is there among men one in 
worse case than he.” Q "When is knowledge profitable and when 
availeth reason to ward off the ill effects of desire and lust?" 
■—"When thdr possessor useth them in quest of the goods of the 
next world, for reason and knowledge are altogether profitable; 
but it befitteth not their owner to expend them In the quest of the 
goods of this world, save in such measure as may be needful for 
gaining his Itvelihood and defending himself from its mischief; but 
to lay them out with a view to futurity." Q “Whit is most worthy 
that a man should apply himself thereto and occupy his heart 
withal?"—"Good wo^s and pious." Q "If a man do this it 
diverteth him from gaining his living: how then shall he do for 
his daily bread wherewith he may not dispense?"—'"A man's day 


‘ Ar»ft. "lijliii ihjulldtht nn^-bir dF tic .Anba ii pcrhjtpi tie *evsfe« fonti l:titrwni 
It it require] by tie Fettern pncrice of piJlittg up itie luin« wtirn gdns at fiiU tpeerl ind 
It ta toc well Icnoim tn requite defrrtpnw>. At a luTe tiic Anb tidet with i hand" 

end rile bvbamui hahit of "biumn; <tn by the curb" it unknown to him. I nertr pa** 
hr Rotten Row or *» ■ tt^nicnt of Entfluh CuTalry without withir? to l»Te ndier» 
t^irhiaa byt their naffln. 
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is fouT'and'twenty hours, acd it behos'cth Kim to employ 
third thereof in seeking bis living, another in prayer and repose 
and the other in the pursuits of knowledge;* for a reasonable man 
without knowledge is a barren land, which hath no place for 
tillage, tree^lanting or grass-growing. Except it be prepared 
for tilth and plantation no fruit will pro£t therein; but, if it he 
tilled and planted, it bringeth forth gixidiy fruits. So w-ith the 
man lacking education; there is no profit in him till knowledge be 
planted in him: then doth he bear fruit," Q "Wbat sayst thou of 
knowledge without understanding?"—“It is as the knowledge 
of a brute* beast, which bath learnt thjit hours of its foddering 
and waking, but hath no reason," Q ‘Thou l^st been brie? 
in thine answer here anent; but i accept thy reply. Tell me, 
how shall 1 guard mysdf against the Sultan?"—^“By giving 
him no way to thee.” Q “And how can I but give him 
way to me, seeing that he is set in dominion over me and that 
the reins of my affair be in his hand?"—"His dominion over 
thee lieth in the dudes thou owest him; wherefore, an thou give 
him his due, he hath no farther dominioQ over thee." Q 
are a Watir‘s duties to bis King?"—’'Good counsel and aealous 
service both in public and private, right judgment, the keeping 
of his secrets and that he conceal from his lord naught of that 
whereof he hath a right to be informed, lack of neglect of aught 
of his need with the gratifying of which he chargeth him, the 
seeking his approval in every guise and the avoidance of his 


1 fiijii (li^ ordeHv dUmbuEi-fm m/ rimp iw ent a4{aprs) tn jriaiitr mcifttu and 

nunf fcnnit. In the Ijft of Sir W. Jonci iroh ir p-195^ Paett»L Worki ctiLl the falLmring 
occuf% ift Iniut on ■ cnitl piece flf pajrcr'^:— 

Sir RUwjirtl Coke 

"Sot hotfti w sleep, in Isiw'j grave uf 
Fcnir spf ftd irt prayci-,—the rwr on Hesveh V* 

Hutl^r: 

‘'Seven hmin to U*, entiling jlumher umi j 
Ten 10 the wofId and m 11 to Heaven!" 

Sut this ii not i uiutl prefer the Chamsi ElitmWtioni 

SU hoon fkep Biul m haur« play: 
bniPTv mrk nnd mu e day. 

Mr. Fmude COceenn) cpeAhi cf New ^^bmdert bEiTtnt atiiined that idee! of opcritiT« 

Eight to imrkr elsht (d pUy; 

Fight to sleep s^nid eight ^iliir^ ft day. 

* Arab. moAriv'H hi^ark ci^ftle 7 see voL W. 54i 




70 


Alf Lavlah wa Laylah. 


whicK for pi^ution ag^aiost the huoters, abode in the upper air, 
of the excess of his subtlety; but, as he was thus, he saw a. fowler 
set up his nets and when the toils were £rml)r staked down bait 
them w-ich a bit of meat; which when he beheld, desire and lust 
thereof ovcrcarne him and he forgot that which he had seen of 
springes and of the sorry plight of all birds that fell into them. 
^ he swooped down from the wdkin and pouncing upon the 
piece of meat, was meshed in the sime snare and codd not win 
tree. When the fowler came up and saw the Ossifrage taken in 
his toils he mar\'elled with exceeding marvel and said, *1 set up 
my nets, thinking to take therein pigeons and the like of small 
fowl; how came this Ossifiage to fml into itT It is said that 
when desire and lust incite a man of understanding to a^ht, he 
consideieth the end thereof and refraineth from that whidi they 
make fair and represseth with bis reason his lust and his con¬ 
cupiscence; for, when these passions urge him to aught, it behoveth 
him to mi' tke Ms reason like unto a horseman skilled in horseman¬ 
ship who mounting a skittish horse, curbeth him with a sh^ bit/ 
so that he go aright with him and bear him whither he will. As 
for the ignorant man, who hath neither knowledge nor jud^ent, 
w'hile all things are obscure to him and desire and lust lord it over 
him, verily he doeth according to his desire and his lust and is of 
the number of those that perish; nor is there among men one in 
worse case than he.” Q “^XTien is knowledge profitable and when 
avaikth reason to w^ off the iU effects of desire and lust?” 
—When their possessor useth them in quest of the goods of the 
next world, for reason and knowledge are altogether profitable; 
but it befitteth not their owner to expend them in the quest of the 
goods of this world, save in such measure as may be needful for 
gaining his livelihood and defending himself from its mischief; but 
to lay them out with a view to futurity.” Q “What is most worthy 
that a man should apply hims elf thereto and occupy his heart 
withal?”—'"Good works and pious.” Q “If a man do this it 
diverteth him from gaining his living; how then shall he do for 
his daily bread wherewith he may not dispense?”—“A man^s day 


* Ar*h. ihudid the nf the Ai^ab* is the levemt femi hnciiTi" 

Ml mfuired the Fititemi pfurcnce of pulliftg tip the hnne when at ^liEI speed aeid 

It ia tw well knenrn tn require deampdofi. Aj ff rule the Amb nilei with » "Eadf'i hand** 
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nmMng but thrir tnalRc^ 
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is (ouT'and-twenty hours, and it bdnjv^th hiin to employ one- 
third thereof in seetung his living, another in prayer and repose 
and the other in the purGuits of knowledge;^ for a reasonable man 



for tilth and plantation no fruit will profit tbereint but, if it be 
tilled and planted, it bringeth forth goodly fruits. So with the 
man lacking educations there is no profit m him dll knowledge be 
planted in him: then doth he hear iruit,” Q “What saysE thou of 
Liowledgc without understanding?*’—“It is as the knowledge 
of a brute* beast, which hath leamt the hours of its foddering 
and waking, but hath no reason.” Q “Thou hast been brief 
in thine answer here anemt; but 1 accept thy reply. Tell me, 
how shall 1 guard myself against the Sultan?”—^“By ghnng 
him no way to thee." Q "^And how can I but give him 
way to me, seeing that he is set in dominion over me and that 
the reins of my affair be in his Imndr'—“His dominion over 
thee lieth in the duties thou owest him; wherefore, an thou give 
him his due, be hath no farther dominion over thee.** Q 
are a Wazir s duties to his King?’!—"Good counsel and zealous 
service both in public and private, right judgment, the keeping 
of his secrets and that he conceal from his lord naught of that 
whereof he hath a right to be informed, lack of neglect of aught 
of his need with the gratifying of which he chaigeth him, the 
seeking his approval in every guise and the avoidance of his 


* Wc find ihU cwdtrl^ cfiitributiiin nS ^whiirli fin one £u{cvptf> in maiijf nrtd 

mtiiiiy foTm^. Jn the Life of Sir W. Jones {vtiL s. p. 193^ Piaedcai WoriLs ecc-) tbe foilquips 



Sir tjiwiini Coke 


hiimri to in Iffw't lii t 

Foitr spend in |jtaycrT^—die tan cwi Hesyen fill" 


HsthETT: 


hours m to ^ootiiinff flumber tertn; 
Ten to the world Allot, thd alt to HtaveB I" 


But this IS fw( prAcdcsl. 1 must prefer the ChAitisT diHriWiicm: 


Sis hourt ^eep «ml u% hours plwy: 

wiwk snd ffS ahiIBncs s dnj. 



fG;ht fo Wntkt Oghl to f 
Fight foslcrp eod eisht sfiiljin^o (iiyk 


* Anbr "BAhimsh/' mmdy^ hlnek orttlet see it, S4. 
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Q “How should the Waar do witli tlie King?"_"An 

Chou iK to the King and wouJdst fain become safe from 
him, let thy hranng and thy speaking to him surpass his 
egiectacian of thee be thy s^king of thy want from h^ 
^ter the ^asure ol thy tank in hhi esteon. and beware lest thou 
ad\fan« thy^ to a dignity whereof he deemeth thee unworthy 
tor this woidd be like presuming against him. So, if thou lake 
adv^tage of his mildneM and raise thee to a rank beyond that 
which he deeraeth thy due, thou wilt be like the hunter whose 
wont It was to trap wild beasts for their peks and cast a™ the 
flesn. Now a bon used to come to that place and eat of the 
camon; and in course of time, he made friendship with the hunter 
who wo^d throw meat to him and wipe his hani on his back' 
whilst the Lon wa^d his tail.* But when the hunter saw his 

submissiveness to him, he said to 
lumsclf. Verily this Lon humbleth himsdf to me and 1 am 
master of him and I see not why I should not mount him and 
stnp off his hide, as with the other wild beasts.’ So he took 
courage and sprang on the lion's back, presuming on his mildness 
and deeming himsdf sure of fumi which when the lion ^w he 
nged widi ^c^ng i^e and raising his fore paw, smote W 
n^ter, he drove his daws into his vitals; after which he cast 
ram under foot and tare him in pieces and devoured him Bv 
this we may^know that it behoveth the Waiir to bear himself 
tovrords the King according to chat which he seeth of his condition 
Md not presume upon the superiority of his own tudgment, lest 

the King become jealous of him."-^And Shahtazad^perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say, 

HJIjcn (t bitsr the iifite Ibiinbceb arth UTtaclfttf 

She continued, It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that the 
l^uth. of IGng Jali'ad, said to Shimas the Warir "It 

behovctli the Minister to bear himself towards the Monarch 
according to timt which he seeth of his condition, and not to 
presume upon the su^riwity of his own iudgment lest the Kina 
was jplous of (urn Quoth Shimas. “How ^hall the Wari? 
grace himself m the King's sight."—“By the performance of the 


^ Ai t fuJe when the ftfiiiE tlicir tuilL Er is i t . r 

the outkd^ ir B a of axmng toBcr, the mcne intil 
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mist committed ^ him and of loyal cotinsd and sound judgment 
and the execution of his commands." Q “As for what thou 
sayest of the Watir’a duty to avoid the King*s anger and perfonn 
his W'ishes and apply diligently to the doling of that where' 

with be chargeth him, such duty is always mcumbCTtrm him: but 
how, an the King's whole pleasure be tyranny and the piactitt 
of oppression and exorbitant extortion; and whai shall the Wazir 
do, it he lx aillicted by intercourse with this unjusc lord? An Iw, 
strive to cum him from his lust and his desire, be camoc do this, 
and if he follow him in his lusts and flatter him with false counsel, 
be the weight of responsibility herein and becometh an 

enemy to the people. What sayst thou of this?"—^'What thou 
speakest, O Watir, of his responsibility and sinfulness ariseth only 
in the case of his abetting the King in his wrong'doing; but it 
bchoveth the Wasir, when the King taketh couri^ with, him of 
the tike of this, to show forth to him the way of justice and equity 
and wam him against tyranny and oppression and expound to 
him the principles of ri^teously go^'eming the lieggs; alluring 
him with the future rew^ that peitaineth to this and restraining 
him with warning of the punishment he otherwise will incur. 
If the King incline to him and hearken unto his words, his end is 
gained, and if not, there is nothing for it but that he depart from 
him after courteous fashion, because in parting for each of them is 
ease." Q "WTiat ate the duties of the King to his subjects and 
what are the obligations of the lieges to their lord?"—^"They 
shall do whatso he ordereth them with pure intent and obey him 
in that which pleascth him and pleaseck Allah and the Apostle 
of Allah. And the lieges can claim of the lord that he protect 
their possessions and guard their women,’ even as it is their duty to 
hearken unto him and obey him and expend thdr lives freely in 
his defence and give him bis lawful due and praise him fairly for 
that which he bi^toweth upon them of his justice and bounty." 
Q “Have his subjects any claim upon the King other than that 
which thou hast said?"—“Yes: the rights of the subjects from 
their Sovran are more binding than the liege lord’s claim upon his 
lieg^: for that the breach of his duty towards them is more 
harmful than that of their duty towards him; because the 
ruin of the King and the loss of his kingdom and fortune 


^ In Tn-dliii ir ti pcpulTrly «ttl cliii the r^n tin unTthin^ with the Rynti provided 

hr friffKCtf thflt Ktcmuui 4nd liraLr re.h||»EHf'—ihcir ppjjycrtT' 
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befai not save by the breach of his devoir to his subjects; 
wherefore it behoveth him who is invested with the kingship 
to be assiduous in furthering three things, to wit, the fostering 
of the faithi the fostering of his subjects and the fostering of 
government; for by the ensuing of these three things, his king'' 
dom shall endure.*' Q "How doth it behove h™ to do for his 
subjects* weal?"—"By giving them their due and maintaining 
their law's and customs' and employing Olcma and learned men 
to teach them and justifying them, one of other, and sparing their 
blood and defending their goods and lightening their loads and 
strengthening their hostsQ “What is the Minister's claim 
upon the Mcfnarchr*—■‘“None hath a more imperative claim on 
the King than hath the W^arir, for three reasons: firstly, because 
of chat w'hich shall befai him f^rom hia liege lord in of error 
in judgment, and because of the general advantage to King and 
cominons in case of sound judgment; secondly, that folk may 
^ow the goodlincK of the degree wb'ch the Warir hoideth 
in the King s esteem and thereiore look on him with eyes of 
veneration and rcsj^ct and submission*; and durdly, that the 
Waiir, seeing this from King and subjects, may ward off from 
them that w'hich they hate and fulfil to them that which they 
love/* Q "1 have heW all thou bast said of the attributes of 
King and Wazir and liege and approve thereof; but now tell me 
what is incumbent in keeping the tongue from lying and folly and 
slandering good names and excess in speech.‘—"■[t behoveth a 
man to spe^ naught but good and kindness and to talk not of 
that which toucheth him not; to leave detractiim nor carry talk 
he hath heard from one man to liis enemy, neither seek to harm 
his friend nor liis foe with his Sultan and reck not of any 
(neither of liim from whom he hopeth for good nor of him whom 
he feareth for mischief) save of Allah Almighty; for He indeed is 
the only one who harmeth or prpfiteth. Let him not impute 
default unto any nor talk ignorantly, lest he incur the weight and 
the sixi therrof before Allah and esjn bate among men; for know 


■ Afab. for which sec vi^- t. 3$, T67. Hm h ta=Raiiii or ef^vaksf 

» pfcCEiicnii^ iJid helii viEii, ctr^daU^- when dadnti fmm otiira in nil raiKen 
which ixt n« cxprcftdy pnrridrJ Tcir by Konuilc commaiicL F« n Htndf hfoiLcm 
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thou that speech, is like an arrow whi^ once shot none can 

to recall. ^ him also beware of disdo^g h^seci^ to one 

shall discover it, lest he fall into mischiei bjr 

after confidence on its concealment; and let bm be 

to keep bis secret from his friend than from his f«; ke^i^ 

a secret with all folk is of die ^formani^ or f^^ful tru^ Q 

*Tell me bow a man should himKlf with his fan^ y and 

fnends;—‘There is no rest for a son of Adam save m nghteoi^ 

induct: he should render to his family ^ wbjJ jh^ 

and to his brethren wbatso is their due." Q W should ™e 

render to one s kmsfolk?'‘-*To pa^ts, submissi^ 

speech and affability and honour and ^erence. To bretl^ 

gSd counsel and readiness to expend money for th^ and 

distance in thdr undertakings and joyance in 

erieving for their grief and dosing of the eyes toward the errors 

that they may commit; for, when diey expenence this from a man, 

they reouite him with the best of counsel they can commM ^ 

excJmd toeir lives in his defence; wh^foie, “j[ 

brother to be trusty, lavish upoo him thy lov^ and help m ^ 

his affairs."—-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


if hiBk tljt .^ine J^unhrrti anh ^filrlrentS 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspidous King.jl^® 
youth, the son and heir of King Jali'ad, whm questioned by the 
Wazir upon the subiects aforesaid, returned him satisfacto^ re- 
plies; when Shimas resumed, 1 see that brethr^ 
brethren of trust and brethren of society. ^ for who^te 

friends, there is due to them that which thou hast srt forth. but 
now tell me of the others who he acquaintances. — As tor 
brethren of sodety thou gettest of them plcasance^d goo^ 
usance and fair sp^ and enjoyable company; so be thou n« 
sparing to them ofthy delights, but lavish to to 
as they are lavish to thee, and render to them that which ey 
render to thee of affable countenance and an open faTOur and 
sweet speech; sc shall thy life be plea.^t and thy wor^ re 
accepted of them." Q ‘Tell me now of the provision decreed by 


^ (nvpd$ allil ptquitnmritci- 






1 ^ 


Alf Laylah wa Layiah. 

the Creator to aJl creatures. Hath He alloted to men and beasts 
each iiis several provision to the completion of his appointed life- 
tenn; and if this ^otment be thus» what maketh him who seeketfa 
his Uvelihood to incur hardships and travail in the quest of that 
whi^ he knoweeh must come to him, if it be decreed to him, 
albeit he incur not the misery of endeavour; and which, if it be 
not decreed to him, he shall not win, though he strive after it with 
h^ uttermost striving? Shall he therefore stint endeavour and in 
his Lord put trust and to his body and his soul give rest? "— 
Indeed, we see clearly that to each and every there is a provision 
distributed and a terra prescribed; but to all Uvelihood are a way 
and means, and he who se^ceth would get of his seeking by 
ceasing to seek; witl^ there Is no help but he seek his 
fortune. Tlie saker is. however, in two cases; either he gaineth 
his fortune or he faileth thereof. In the first case, his pleasure 
consisteth in two conditions; first, in the having gained his fortune, 
and secondly, in the laudable^ issue of his quest; and in the other 
his pleasure consisteth, first, in his readiness to seek his daily 
bread, fondly, in his abstaining from being a burthen to the folk, 
and thirdly, in his freedom from liability to blame.” Q 

seeking one‘s fortune?”-^"A man 
$h^ hold tawrul that which AUsdi (to whom belong Might 
and Majesty) alloweth, and unlawful whatso He forbiddrth.” 
Rraching tlm pass the discourse between them came to an 
rad, Shimas and all the Olema present rose and prostrat¬ 
ing them^vra before tlie young Prince, magnified and extolled 
whilst his father pressed him to his bosom and seacitic 
^ on the throne of kingship, said, •‘Praised be Allah who 
hath btod me with a son to be the coolth of mine eyes in 
my Jifctimer Thra said the King's son to Shimas in presence 

lu • A 1 ? art versed in spiritual questions, 

albeit iMIah have vouchsafed to me but scanty knowledge, yet 6o I 
comprehend thine intent in accepting from me what I proffered in 
answCT concerning that whereof thou hast asked me, whether I hit 
or missed the mark therein, and belike diou forgavest my errore; 
but now l am minded to question thee anent a tWng, whereof my 
judgment faileth and whereto my capadty is msulficient and which 
my tongue availeth not to set forth, for that it is obscure to me. 
With the obscurity of clear water in a black vessel. Wherefore I 


' Artbn T!uiiSdih’'Bi«ntic««rtbr or tttUfatmy. 
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would have chce expound it to me so no iota thereof may remain 
doubtful to the like of me, to whom its obscurity may present 
itself in the future, even as it hath presented itself to me in the 
past; since Allah, even as He hath made life to be in lymph* * and 
strength in food and the cure of die sick in the skill of the leach, 
so hath He appointed the healing of the fool to be in the learning 
of the wise. Give ear, therefore, to my speech." Replied the 
Waiir, "O luminous of intelligence and master of casuistical ques^ 
tions, ^ou whose escelience all the Olema attest, by reason o) die 
goodlincss of thy discretion of things and thy distnbutioti* thereof 
and the justness of thine answers to the questions 1 have asked 
thee, thou knowest that thou canst enquire of me naught but 
thou art better able than i to form a just judgment thereon and 
expound it truly; for that Allah hath voucJisafed unto thee such 
w^dom as He hath bestowed on none other of raea, But infonn 
me of what thou wouldst question me.'‘ Quoth the Prince, '*TeIi 
me from what did the Creator (magnified be His all'iiught!) create 
the world, albeit there was before it naught and there is naught 
seen in this world hut it is created from something; and the 
Divine Creator (extolled and exalted be Het) is able bo create 
things from nothing,* yet bath His will decreed, for all the per' 
fection of His pow«r and grandeur, that He shall create naught 
but from something," The Waxir replied, “As for those, who 
fashion vessels of potter's day,* and other handicraftsmen, who 
cannot originate one thing save from another thing, they are them' 
selves only created entities: but, as for the Creator, who hath 
wrought the world after this wondrous fashion, an thou wouldst 
know His power (extolled and exalted be He!) of calling things 
into existence, extend thy thought and consider the various kinds 
of created things, and thou wilt find signs and instances, proving 
the perfection of His puissance and that He is able to create the 
ens from the non'cns: nay. He called things into being, after 
absolute non'existeoce, for the elements which be the matter of 


* NoromlT ifiiidJng (a t^c ipcrm of mjsn piu! hem i but iil» rt the rfoccrtne 

hdd bf tKc ttiident Grt:i:lL9 atiil Hindus iind ttcTiekipcd, in Europe timing iJic c^nfiirya 

ifiid p^tro, aiialTsiA. 

*Th3i |i thu uRii] conteneiwi of ill itripofia. h u noi the qutttidn whtihqr 

wi Altnighty Bcifig cm iks a ijlrat thing: the qnciiion b He tst* of bii tiCF 

done 

* llpofi tht rfd vmile of dw pofitr 1 iihalJ havr ssorrvtthinB to in a doming vtjlomc. 
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created dungs were sheer natlmgneas, 1 will expound this to 
thee, so thou inayst be in no soepdcism thereof, and the marve^ 
signs of the alternation of Night and Day shall make this dear to 
d^. When the light gocth and the night cometb, the day is 
hidden from us and we know not the place where it abid^h; and 
when the night passedt away with its darkness and its terror, the 
day cometh and we know not the abiding-place of the night>^ In 
like manner, when the sun riseth upon us, we know not where it 
hath laid up its light, and when it setteth, we ignore the abiding* 
place of its setting; and the examples of this among the wor^ of 
the Creator (magnihed be His name and glorified be His might;) 
abound in wKat cemfoundeth the thought of the keenest-witted of 
human beings," Rejoined the Prince, “O sage, thou h^ set 
before me of the power of the Creator what is incapable of denial; 
but tell me how He called His creatures into existence,” Answ'ered 
Shimas, “He created them by the sole power of His one Word,* 
w-hich existed before time, and whcrew'ith he created all things." 
Quoth the Prince, “Then Allah {be His name magnified and His 
might glorified!) only willed the existence of created things, before 
they came into being?” Replied Shimas, "And of His will. He 
created them with His one Word and but for His speech and that 

one Word, the creation had not come into existence."-And 

Shahraitad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say, 


WjciT if the .^Jittc J&unhrtb anh Jtmrkmih 

She resumed. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that after 
the King s son had asked his stress W^aair the casuisttcaJ (Questions 
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aforesaid, and had received a sufficient answer, Shimas said to 
him, “O dear my son,’ there is no man can tell thee other but this 
I have said, except he twist the words handed down to us of the 
iisly Law and turn the truths thereof from their evident meaning. 
And such a perversion is their saying that the Word hath inhere^ 
and positive power and 1 cake refuge with Allah from such a mis' 
belkf! Nay, the meaning of our saying that Allah (to whom 
belong Might and Majesty) created the world with His Word is 
that He (exalted be His namel) is One in His essence and His 
attributes and not that His Word hath independent povrer. On 
the contrary, power is one of the attributes of Allah, even as speech 
and other attributes of perfection are attributes of Allah (exalted 
be His dignity and extolled be His empery!); wherefore He may 
not be conceived without His Word, nor may His Word be con* * 
ceived without Him; for, with His Word, Allah (extolled be His 
praise!) created all Hiscieacur(^,and without His Word, the Lord 
created naught. Indeed, He created all things but by His Wo^ 
of Truth, and by Tnith are we created.” Quoth the Prince, ''1 
comprehend that which thou hast said on the subject of the Creator 
and from thee I accept this with understandii^; but T hear thee 
say that He created the world by His Word of Truth, Now Truth 
is the opposite of Falsehood; whence then arose Falsehood with 
its opposition unto Truth, and how cometh it to be p^tble chat it 
should be confounded therewith and become doubtful to human 
beings, so chat they need to distinguish between the twain? And 
doth the Creator (to whom belong Might and Majesty) love False' 
hood or hate it? An thou say He loveth Truth and by it created 
all things and abhorreth Falsehood, how came the False, which the 
Creator hateth, to invade the True which He loveth?" Quoth 
Shimas, “Verily AUah the Most High created man all Truth*, 
loving His name and obeying His word, and on this wise man had 
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no need of repentance till Falscbood invaded the Truth whereby 
he was created by means of the capability* which Allah had placed 
in Kimj being the will and the inclination called lust of lucre.* 
%Tien the False invaded the True on this wis^ right became con' 
founded with wrong, by reason of the will of man and his capa^ 
bilicy and greed of gain, which is the voluntary aide of hiiD 
tc^ether with the weakness of human nature; wherefore Allah 
created penitence for man, to turn away from him Untruth and 
stablish mm in Truth; and He created for him also punishment, 
if he should abide in the obscurity of Falsehood." Quoth the 
Prince, "Tell me how came Untruth to invade Truth, so ^ to be 
confounded therewith and how became man liable to punishment 
and so stood in need of repentance.'^ Replied Shim as, "When 
Allah created man with Truth, He made him loving to Himself 
and ^ere was for him neither repentance nor punisl^ent; but he 
al^e thus tiU Allah put in him the soul, which is of the per- 
fection of humanity, albeit naturally inclined to lust which is 
inherent therein. From this sprang the growth of Untruth and 
its confusion with Truth, wherewith man was crated and with 
the love whereof his nature had been made: and when man came 
to this pass^ he declined from the Truth with disobedience and 
whoso declineth from the Truth falieth into Falsehood." Said the 
Prince, 'Then Falsihood invaded Truth only by reason of dis- 
obedience and transgression?" Shimas replied, "Yes: and it is 
thus because Allah loveth mankind, and of the abundance of His 
love to man He created him having need of Himself, chat is to 
ay, of the very Truth: but oftentimes man lapseth from this by 
cause of the inclination of the soul to lusts and tumeth to 
wardness, wherefore he falieth into Falsehood by the act of dis' 
obeying his Lord and thus deserveth punishment; and by putting 
away from himself Falsehood with repentance and by the return* 
ing to the love of the Truth, he meriteth future reward" Quoth 
the Prince, “Teli me the origin of sin, whilst all mankind trace 
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tbcir bcmg to Adam, and bow oometh it dmt he, bditg crea^ 
of Allah wiih truth, drew disobedience on himselt; tus 

disobedience coupled with repentance, after the soul had been, 
in him, t^t his issue might be fward or t^nbutioo, 
we see some men constant in sinlulness, indirung to that whicn 
He loveth not and transgressing in this the mtent and 

purpose of their creation, whicii is the love of the Truth, and 
drawing txi themselves the w^rath of their Lord, whust we sec 
Others constant in seeking the satisfaction of their Creator 
ob^ing Him and meriting mercy and future recorap^sc. WhiU 
causeth this difference prevailing between them? Replied 
Shimas, ‘The origin of disobedience descending upon manlmd 
is attributable to Iblis, who was the noblest of all that rylan 
(magnified be His name!) created of angels' and men and Jmn, 
and the love of the Truth was inherent in him, for he blew naught 
but tbis; but whenas he saw himsdf unioue in such dignity, th^e 
entered into him pride and conceit, vainglory and arrogance wh^ 
revolted from loyalty and obedience to the commandment of His 
Creator; wherefore Allali made him infmor to all creatorp and 
him out from love, making bia abiding'place to Ip in 
obedience. So when he knew that Allah (glorified be His name.) 
loved not disobedience and saw Adam and the case wherein 
vras of truth and love and obedience to his Creator, envy^terCT 
into him and he devised some device to Admn from the 

truth, that he might be a partaker with himself in Falsehood, and 
by this, Adam incurred chastisement for his inclinmg to dis' 
obedience, which his foe made fair to him, and his simpcrion to 
his lusts, whenas he transgressed the charge of his Lord, by 
of the appearance of FalsAood. When the Creator (magnified 
be the pr^uses of Iliin Jind tallowed be the naJP&es of Mini!) saw 
the weakness of Man and the swiftness of his inclining to his 
enemy and leaving the tnith„ He appointed to hiM^ of His mereyv 
repentance, that therewith he might arisE from the slough of 
inclfnatjon to disobedience and taking the arms and aimovir of 
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Fepencance, overcome therewith hts foe Iblis and his hosts and 
return to the Truth, wherein he was created. When iblts saw 
that Allah (magnilied be His praise!) had appointed a pro' 
tiacted term/ he hastened to w^e war upon man and to beset 
him with wdes, to the intent that be might oust him from the 
favour of his Lord and make him a partaker with himsdf in the 
wrath which he and his hosts had incurred; wherefore Allah 
(extolled be His praises!) appointed unco man the cap^ility of 
penitence and commanded him to apply himself to the Truth and 
persec'ere therein; and forbade him from disobedience and froward' 
ness and revealed to him that he had on the earth an enemy 
warring against him and relaxing not from luin night nor day. 
Thus hath man a right to future reward, if he adhere to the 
Truth, in the love of which his nature was created; but he be' 
Cometh liable to punishment, if the flesh master him and incline 

him to lusts/'-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 

Klfltn ft tuiig the i^unhreh anh iTiflttnif} 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
young P^ce had questioned Shimas touching disputed pomes of 
olden time and had been duly answered, he presently said, ''Now 
tell me by what power is the creature able to tran^ress against 
his Creator, seeing that His omnipotence is without bounds, even 
as thou hast set forth, and that naught can overcome Him or 
depart from His will? Deemesc thou not that He is able to turn 
His creatures from this disobedience and compel them eternally 
to hold the Truth?” Answered Shimas, “In very sooth Almighty 
Allah (honoured be His name!) is just and equitable and loving- 
kind to the people of His affection.** He created His creatures 
with justice and equity and of the inspiration of His justice and 
the overflowing of His mercy, He gave them kingship over them- 
selves, that they should do whatever they might design. He 
showeth them the way of righteousness and bestoweth on them 
the power and ability of doing what they will of good; and if 
they do the opposite thereof, they fall into destruetjon and dis* * 
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obedience.” Q “If the Creator, as thou ayest, have granted to 
mankind power and ability^ and they by reason cherKif are em- 
powered to do whatso thi^ will, why then doth He not come 
between r h ^ m and that whi^ they de^ie of wrong and Cum them 
va the right?”—“This is of the greatness of His mercy and the 
goodUness of His wisdom; for, even as aforetime he showed 
wrath CO Iblis and had no mercy on him, even so he showed 
Adam mercy, by means’ of repentance, and accepted of him, 
after He had been wroth with him/* Q “He is indeed mere 
Truth, for He it is who requiteth every one according to his 
works, and there is no Creator save Allah who hath power over 
ail dungs. But tell me, hath He created that which He lov^ 
and that which He loveth not or only that which He loveth?*'— 
"He created all things, but favourcth only that which he loveth/* 
Q "What redtest thou of two things, one whereof is pleasing 
to God and eameth future reward for htm w^ho practiseth it and 
the other offendeth AUah and entadeth lawful punishment upon 
the doer?'*—“Expound to me these two things and make me to 
apprehend them, that I may speak concerning them/' Q *Thcy 
are good and evil, the two things inherent in the body and in the 
soul."—“O wise youth, 1 see that thou koowest good and evil to 
be of the works which the soul and the body combine to do. Good 
is named good, because it is in favour w-ith God, and evil is termed 
ill, for that in it is His ill-will. Indeed, it behoveth thee to know 
Allah and to please Him by the practice of good, for that He bath 
bidden us to this and forbidden us to do evil/' Q ”1 see these 
two things, to wit. good and evd, to be wrought only by the five 
senses familiarly known in the body of man, which he the sen- 
sorium* whence proceed speech, hearing, sight, smell and touch. 
Now I would have thee tell me whether these five senses were 
created altogether for good or for evil,"—"Apprehend, O man, the 
exposition of that whereof thou askest and it is a manifest proof; 
so lay it up in thine innermost thought and take ft to thy heart. 
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And this It 13 that the Creator (eiuoUed and exalted be He!) 
created man with Truth and impressed him with the love thereof 
and there proceedeth From it no created thing save by the puis^ 
sance of the Most High, whose trace is in every phenomenon. 
He* (extol we Him and exalt we Him!) is not apt but to the 
ordering of justice and equity and beneliccnce, and He created man 
for the love of Him and sec in him a soul, wherein the inclination 
to lusts was innate and assigned him capability and ableness and 
appointed the Five Senses aforesaid to be to him a means, of 
winning Heaven or HdJ/’ Q “How so?”—“in that He created 
the Tongue for speech, the Hands for action, the Feet for walking 
and the Eyes for sedng and the Ears for hearing, and upon each 
b^towed especial jxiwer and incited them to exercise and modon, 
bidding each of them do naught save that which pleaseth Him. 
Now what pleaseth Him in Speech is truthfulness and abstaining 
from its opposite, which ^ falsehood; and what pleaseth Him in 
Sight is timing it unto that which He loveth and leaiing the con' 
trary, which is turning it unto that which He hateth, sudi as look' 
ing unto lusts; and what pleaseth Him in Hearing is headtening to 
naught but the True, such as admonition and chat which is in 
Allah's writ and leaving the contrary, which is listening to that 
which incurreth the anger of Allah; and what pleaseth Him in the 
Hands is not hoarding up that which He cnmistcth to thm, but 
expending it in such way as shall please Him and leaving the 
contrary, which is avarice or spending in sinfubess that which He 
hath committed to them; and what pleaseth Him in the Feet is 
that they be constant in the pursuit of good, such as the quest of 
instruction, anti leave its contrary, which is the walking in other 
than the way of Allah. Now respecting the rest of the lusts which 
man practiseth, they proceed from the body by coimmand of the 
soul. But the lusts which proceed from the body are of two kinds, 
the lust, of reproduction and the lust of the belly As for the 
former, that which pleaseth Allah thenaof is that it be not other 
than lawful’ and He is displeased with it if contrary to His law, 

*Mr, PflyjM [nnihta "if" U. the Truth; but tXe fijtinda fcUouing the vord fhatn 
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As for the lust of (he betiy, eating and drinlung, vuhat pleasetb 
Allah thereof is that each take naught save that which the 
Almighty hath appointed him be it Lttle or mickle, and praise 
the Lord and thank fiim; and what angcreth Him thereof is that 
a man take.that which is not his by nght. All precepts other than 
these are false« and thou knowest that Allah created every thing 
and delightethonly in Good and coimnandeth i^ch member of the 
body to do that which He hath made on it incumb^t, for that He 
is the Ali'wise, the All-knowing." Q ”Was it fordtnown unto 
Allah Almighty (exalted be His powerf) that Adam, by eating of 
the tree from which He forbade him and whence befd what befek 
would leave obedience for disobedience?"—^“Yes, O sage youth- 
This was foreknown unto Allah Almighty ere He created Adam^ 
and the proof and manifestation attached thereto is the warning 
He gave him agauist eating of the tree and His mfonning him 
^t, if he ate of the fruit he would be disobedient. And this was 
in the way of justice and equity, lest Adam should have an argu¬ 
ment wherewith he might excuse himself against his Lord. When, 
therefore, he fell into error and calamity and w'hen disgrace waxed 
sore upon him and reproach, this passed to his posterity after him; 
wherefore Allah sent ftophets and Aposdes and gave to them 
Books and they taught us the divine commandments and ex- 
pounded to us what was therein of admonitions and precepts and 
made dear to us and manifest the way of righteousness and 
explained to us what it behoved us to do and what to leave 
undone. Now we are endowed with Freewill and he who arteth 
within these law-ful limits wmn^h his wish and prospereth^ while 
whoso transgresseth these legal bounds and doeth other thm 
which these precepts enjoin, resisteth the Lord and is ruined in 
roth Abodes. This then is the road of Good and EviL Thou 
knowest that Allah over all things is Omnipotent and created not 
lusts for us but of His pleasure and volunty and He bade us use 
them in the way of lawfulness, so they might be to us a good; but, 
W'hcn we use them in the way of sinf^css tbey are to us an evil. 
Therefore what of righteous we compass is from Allah Almighty, 
and what of wrongous from ourselves^ His creatures, not from 
the Creator, exalted be He herefor with highmost exaltation!" 

--And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and ce rjjyd co say 

her permitted say. 
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abtn it buid t^f ^int aiib ^(Xtecntfi 

She contmued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the youth. King jali'ad s son had questioned Shimas concerning 
these subdeties and had been duly answered, he pursued, “That 
which thou hast expounded to me concerning Allah and His 
creatures 1 understand; but tell me of one matter, concerning 
which my mind is perplexed with extreme wonderment, and that 
is that I marvel at the sons of Adam, how careless they are of 
the life bo come and at thdr lack of taking thought thereof and 
their love to this world, albeit they blow that they must needs 
leave it and depart from it, whilst they are yet young in years ” 
—“Yes, verily; and that which thou scest of its cl^gefulness 
and traitorousness with its children is a sign that Fortune to the 
fortunate will not endure nor to the afUkted aliliction; for none 
of its people is secure from its changefulness and even if one have 
power over it and be content therew'ith, yet there is no help biu 
chat his estate change and removal hasten unto him. Wherefore 
man can put no trust therein nor profit by that which he enjoyeth 
of its gilaing and glitter’; and we knowing this will know that the 
sorriest of men in condition are those who are deluded by this 
world and ate unmindful of the other world; for that whatso of 
present ease they enjoy will not even the fear and misery and 
horrors which wiU befal them after their removal therefrom. 
Thus are we certified chat, if the creature knew that which will 
bchde him with the coming of death' and his severance from that 
which he enjoyeth of pleasure and delight, he would cast away 
the world and that which is therein; for we are certified that the 
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nest life is better for u$ and more profitable." Said ihe rrmce, 
“O sage, thou hast dispelled the darkness that was uoon my 
heart by the light of thy shining lamp and hast directed me into 
the ri^t road I must tread on the track of Truth and hast given 
me a mntem whereby 1 may see." Then rose one of the learned 
men w'ho w’ere in die presence and said, "When oometh the 
season of Prime, needs must the hare seek the pasture as wdl as 
the elephant; and indeed I have heard from you twain such 
questions and solutions as I never before heard; bur now leave 
diac and let me ask you of somewhat. Tell me, what is the best 
of the goods of the world?'* * Replied the Prince, “Health of 
body, lawful livelihood and a virtuous son." Q ‘"What is the 
grrater and what is the le^?'*—^"Tbc greater is that to which a 
lesser than itsdf submitteth and the less that which submicteth to 
a greater than itself." Q “What are the four things wherein 
concur all creatures?**—"Men concur in meat and drink, the 
sweet of sleep, the lust of w'Onien and the agonies of death," 
Q "What are the three things whose foulness none can do 
away?"—“Folly, meanness of nature, and lying." Q “What is 
the best kind of tie,* though all kinds are foul?"—"'^at which 
averted! harm from its utterer and hnngeth gain." Q "What 
kind of truthfulness is foul, though all kinds are fair?"—’"'That 
of a man glorying in that which he hath and vaunting himsdf 
thereof." Q “What is the foul^t of foulnesses?'*—"When a man 
boasceth himself of that which he hath nor." Q '"Who is the 
most foolish of men?"—“He who hath no thought but of what be 
dial] put m his belly." Then said Shimas, "O King, verily thou 
art our King, but we desire that thou assign the kingdom to thy 
son after thee, and we will be thy serv'ants and lieges." So the 
King exhorted the Olema and others who were in the presence to 
remember that which they had heard and do according thereto 
and enjoined them to obey bis son's commandment, for that be 
made him his heir apparent,' so he should be the successor of the 
King his sire; and he took an oath of all the people of his empire , 
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literates and braves and old men and boys* to mention none 
other, that they would not oppose bum in die succession nor 
transgress against his commandment. Now when the Prince was 
seventeen years old, the King sickened of a sore sickness and 
came cugh to die; so, being certified that his decease was at hand, 
he said to the people of bis household, ‘“This is dLsease of Death 
which is upon me: wherefore do ye summon my son and kith and 
kin and gather together the Grandees and Noc^es of my empire, 
so not one of them may remain except he be present.” Accordingly 
they fared forth and made proclamation to those who were near 
and published the summons to those who were afar off, and they 
all assembled and went in to the King, Then said they to him, 
“How is it with thee, O King, and how deemest thou for thyself 
of these thy dolours?” Quoth Jali'ad, “Verily, this my malady is 
mortal and the shaft of death hath executed that which ABah 
Almighty decreed against me: this is the last of my days in the 
world here and the first of my days in the world hereafter.” Then 
said he to his son, “Draw near unto me,” So the youth drew 
near, weeping with weeing so sore, that he well nigh drenched 
the bed, whilst the King's eyes welled tears and all who ft*cre pres- 
ent wept. Quoth Jali’ad, “Weep no^ O my son; I am not the first 
whom this me^’itable betideth; nay, it is common to all that Allah 
hath created. But fear thou the Almi^ty and do good deeds 
which shall precede thee to the place whiter all creatures tend 
and wend. Obey not tby lusts, but occupy thy soul with lauding 
the Lord m thy standing up and thy sitting down, in thy waking 
and in thy sleeping. Make the Truth the aim of thine eyes; this 

is the last of my speech with thee and—The Peace.^*-^And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her per' 
mitted say. 

SIbrn it bia^ Ifie l^nbrtb anb ibrbmtetntb 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspxdous King, that when 
King Jali'ad charged his son with such inj'unco'ons and made him 
his heir to succeed him in his reign, the Prince said, “O dear 
father mine,* thou knowest that 1 have ever been to thee obedient 
and thy commandment carrying out, mindful of thine injunctions 
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snd thine approot seeking; for thou hast been to me the best of 
fathers; bow» then, after deaths shall I depart from that wlu^cb 
contentedi thee? And now, having fairly ordered my nurture thou 
art about to depart from me and I have no power to bring th» 
back to me; but, an 1 be mindful of thy charge^ 1 shall be blessed 
therein and great good fortune shall betide me.'' Quoth the 
King, and indeed he was in the last agony of departmg life, 
my son, cleave fast unto ten precepts, which if thou 
hold, Allah shall pro6t thee herewith in this world and the next 
world, and they are as foUows. Whenas thou art wroth, curb thy 
wrath; when thou arc afflicted, be patient; when thou speakesc be 
soothfast; when thou promisest, perform; when thou judgest, do 
justice; when thou hak power, be merciful; deal generoudy by 
thy governors and lieutenants; forgive thy foes; be lavish of good 
ofiices to thine adversary, and stay chy mischief from him. Ob' 
serve also other ten precepts,’ wherewith Allah shall proflt thee 
among the people of wy realm, to wit, when thou dividest, be just; 
when thou punisbest, oppress not; when thou engagesc thyself, 
fuM chine engagement; hearken to those that give thee loyal 
counsel; when offence is offered to thee, neglect it; abstain from 
contention; enjoin thy subjects to the observance of the divine 
laws and of praiseworthy practices; abate ignorance w’ith a sharp 
sword; withhold thy r^rd from treachery and its untruth; and, 
lastly, do equal justice betw'een the folk, so they may love thee, 
great and small, and the wicked and corrupt of chcni may fear 
thee." Then he addressed himself to the Emirs and Olema which 
were present when he appointed his son to be his successor, say' 
tng, “Beware ye of tran^essing the commandment of your King 
and neglecting to hearken to your chief, for therein lieth ruin for 
your realm and sundering for your society and bane for your 
bodies and perdition for your possessions; and your foe would 
exult over you. Well ye wot the covenant ye made with me, and 
even thus shall be your coi'enant with this youth and the troth 
which plighted betweoi you and me shall be also between you and 
him; wherefore it behoveth you to give car unto and obey his 
commandment, for Aat in d^s is the wdi'being of your condi' 
tions. So be ye constant with him anent that wherein ye were 
with me and your estate shall prosper and your affairs be fair: 
for behold, he Hath the Kingship over you and is (he lord of ycur 
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fortune, and—^The Peace?" Then the dcath*agooy’ seized him 
and his tongue was bridled: 50 he pressed his sen to him and 
kissed him and gave thanks unto Allah; after which his hour came 
and his soul fared toith, All his subjects and the people of lus 
court lUDunicd and keened over hrm and they shrouded him and 
buried him with pomp and honour and reverence; after which 
they returned with the Prince and dad him in the royal robes and 
crowned him with Iiis father's crcfwn and put the eeaJ'ring on his 
finger, af ter ^ting him on the Throne of Sovranship. The young 
Kme ordered himself towards them, after his father’s faahion of 
mildncsa and justice and benevolence, for a little while till the 
world waylaid him and entangled him in its lusts, whereupon, its 
pleasures made him their prey and he turned to its gdding and 
gewgaws, forsaking the engagements which his father had im' 
posed upon him and casting off his obedience to him, neglecting 
the affairs of his reign and treading a road wherein was his own de- 
stmction. The Icn^e of women waxed stark in him and came to 
such a pass that, whenever he heard tell of a beauty, he would 
send for her and take her to wife; and after this wise, he collected 
women more in number than ever had Solomon, David'SOn, King 
of the children of Israel. Also he would shut himself up with a 
company of them for a month at a time, during which he went 
not forth neither enquined of his realm or its rule nor looked into 
^ grievances of such of his subjects as complained to him; and 
if they wrote to him, he returned them no reply. Now when they 
saw this and witnessed his neglect of their affairs and lack of care 
for their interests and those of the state, they were assured that 
ere long some calamity would betide them and this was grievous 
to them. So they met privily one with other and took counsel 
together blaming their King, and one of them said to the rest, 
’“Come, let us go to Sbimas, Chief of the Wazirs, and set forth to 
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him our case and acquaint him with that wherein we are by reason 
of this King, so he may admonish himi dse, in a little, calamity 
will dawn upon us. for the world hath daaded the Sovran with its 
delights and seduced him with its snares." Accordingly^ they re¬ 
paired to Shimas and said to him. "O wise man and prudent, the 
world hath dated the King with its delights and taken hi m in its 
tods, so that he tumeth unto vanity and worketh for the undoing 
of the state. Now with the disord^ng of the state the commons 
will be corrupted and our atfairs will run to ruin. We see him not 
for days and months nor cometh there forth from him any com- 
mandment to us or to the Waair or any else. We cannot refer 
aught of our need to him and he looketh not to the administration 
of justice nor taketh thought to the condition of any of hb sub- 
Jerts, in his dtHrcgard of them.’ And behold we are come to 
acquaint tibee with the truth of things, for that thou art the chief' 
est and most accomplished of us and it behoveth not that calamity 
befal a Lmd wherein thou dwdlest, seeing that thou art most able 
of any to amend this King, Wherefore go thou and speak widi 
him: haply he wdl hearken to thy word and return unto the way 
of AUah/'* * So Shimas arose forthright and repairing to the palace, 
fore^thered with the first page he could find and said to him, 
"Fair my son, I beseech thee ask leave for me to go in to the King, 
for I have an affair, concerning which I would fain see his face and 
acquaint hitn therewith and hear what he shall answer me there' 
anent." Answered the page, “O my lord, by Allah , this month 
past hath he given none leave to come in to him, nor have 1 all 
this time looked upon bis face; but T wit! direct thee to one who 
shall crave admission for thee. Do thou lay hold of such a blacka' 
moor slave who standeth at his head and bringeth him food from 
the kitchen. When he cometh forth to go to the kitchen, ask him 
what seemeth good to thec; for he will do for thee that which thou 
desirest." So the Watir repaired to the door of the kitchen and 
sat there a tittle while, till up came the black and would have 
entered the kitchen; but Shimas caught Hold of him and said to 
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him , “Dear my soo, I would fain stand in presence of the King 
and speak with him of somewhat especially ooncemeth him; so 
prithee, of thy kindness, when he hath ended his undum'ineai and 
nis temper is at its b^. speak for me and get me Imve to 
approach hi m , so I may bespe^ him of that which ahaU suit him." 
“I hear and obey,” answered the black and taking the food carried 
it to the King, who ate thereof and his temper was soothed 
thereby. Then said the black to him, “Shimas standeth at the 
door and craveth admission, so he may acquaint thee with matters 
that specially concern thee.” At this the King was alarmed and 

disquieted and commanded to admit the Minister,--And Shah' 

razad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 


ft toa« the j^(ne i&tinhreh anh fleiuhteenih 

She resumKi, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the King hade the bkekamoor admit Shimas, the slave went forth 
to h i»n and bade him enter; whereupon he went m and falling 
prone before Allah, kissed the King's hands and blessed him. 
^en said the King, "What hath b&ded thee, O S h i ma s, chat 
thou seekest admission unto me?” He answered, “This long while 
have 1 not ltx>ked upon the face of my brd the King and indeed 1 
longed sore for thee; and now, behold, I have seen thy coun' 
tenance and come to thee with a word which I would lief say to 
th^ O King stablished in aU prosperity!“ Quoth the King, "Say 
what seemeth good to thee; and quoth Shimas, “I wouB have 
thee bear in mind O King, that Allah Almighty hath endowed 
thee with I^rning and wi^om, for all the tenderness of thy years, 
such as He never vouchsafed unto any of the Kings before thee, 
and hath fulhlled the measure of his bounties to thee with the 
Kingship; and He loveth not tbit thou depart from that wherewidi 
He hath endowed thee unto other than it, by means of thy dis^ 
obedience to Him; wherefore it bdioveth chce not to levy war 
against^ Him with thy hoards but of His injunctions to be mindful 
and unto His commandments obedient. Indeed, I have seen thee, 
this while past, forget thy sire and his charges and reject his cove* 
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nant and negkcc his counsel and words of wisdom and renounce 
his justice and good governance, remembering not the bountjr of 
All^ to thee neither requiting it with gratitude and thanks to 
Him.'’ The King asked, "How so? And what is the manner of 
this?;" and Shimas answered, "The manner of it is chat thou neg' 
lectest to administer the affairs of the state and that which 
hath CDnunittcd unto thee of the interests of thy lieges and surroi' 
derest thysdf to thy lower nature in that whidh it tnaketh fair to 
thee of the slight lusts of the world. Verily it is said that the wd' 
fare of the state and of the Faith and of the folk is of the thin^ 
which it behoveth die King to watch; wherefore it is my rede, O 
King, that thou look fairly to the issue of thine affair, for thus wilt 
thou find the manifest road wherein is salvation, and not accept a 
trifling pleasure and a transient which leadeth to the abyss of 
destruction, test there befal thee that which befel the Fisherman." 
The King asked, “What was thaC?"i and Shimas answered, 
’'There hath reached me this tale of 


The foolish Fisherrruin. 

A Fishekman went forth to a river for fishing therein as was his 
wont; and when he came thither and walked upon the bridge, he 
saw a great fish and said in himself, “ 'Twill not sert'e me to abide 
here, but I will follow yonder fish whilherso it ®)cth, till I catch it. 
for it will relieve me from fidung for days and days." So he did 
off his clothes and plunged into the river after the fish. The 
current bore him along till he overtook xt and laid hold of it, when 
be turned and found himself far from the bank, But albeit he saw 
what the stream had done with him, he would not loose the fish 
and return, but ventured life and gripping it fast with both hands, 
let his body float with the flow, whim carried him on till it cast 
him into a whirlpool' none might enter and come out therefrom. 
With this he to crying out and saying, “Save a drowning 
manf" And there came to him folk of the keepers of the river and 
said to Kim, “Wliat ailed thee to cast thysdf into this great peril?** 
Quoth he, “It was ! mysdf who forsook the plain way wherein 
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W 3 S salvation and gave myself over to concupiscence and pcidi' 
tion/* Quoth they, ‘'O fellow, why didst thou leave the way of 
safety and cast thysdf into this descruedon, knowing from of old 
chat none may enter herein and be saved? What hindered thee 
from throwing away what was in thy hand and saving thysdf? So 
hadst thou escaped with thy life and not fallen into this perdition, 
whence there is no deliverance; and now not one of us can rescue 
thee from this thy min." Accordingly the man cut off all his hopes 
of life and lost that which was in bis hand and for which tus flesh 
had prompted him to Y-enture himself, and died a miserable death* 
“And 1 tdl thee not this parable, O King," added Shimas, “but 
that thou mayest leave this contemptible conduct that diverteth 
thee from thy duties and look to that which is committed to thee 
of the rule of thy folk and the maintenance of the order of thy 
realm, so that none may see fault in thee*” The King asked, 
*‘What wouldst thou have me do?" And Sbimas answered, “To* 
morrow, an thou be well and in good case,' give the folk leave to 
come in to thee and look into their affairs and excuse thyself to 
them and promise them of thine own accord good governance and 
prosperity.” Quoth the King, Shimas, thou hast spoken 
sensibly and ri^tly: and to'inormw, Insballah, 1 will do that 
which thou counseUestme." So the Waair went out from him and 
told the Ueges all he had said to him; and, when morning mor' 
rowed, the King came forth of his privacy and bade admit the 
people, to whom he excused himself, promising them that thence* 
forward he would deal with them as )he^' wished, wherewith they 
were content and departed each to his own dwelling.^ Then one 
of the King^s wives, who was his bcst'bcloved of them and most 
in honour with him, visited him and seeing him changed of colour 
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The Boy and the Theevm. 

and thoughtful over his affairs, by reason of that which hx Ud 
beard from his Chief Wa^, said to him, '*0 King, how isTt 
I see thee troubled, in mind? Hast thou aught to complain of? 
Answered he, “No; but my pleasures have distracted me tom 
my dudes. What right have 1 to be thus negligent of my affairs 
and those of my subjects? If 1 continue on this wise, soon, 
soon, the kingdom will pass out of my hand/’ She rejoined, *T 
see, O King, that thou hast been duped by the Waairs ^ 
Ministers, who wish but to Kirmenc and ent^p thee, so thou 
mayst have no joyance of this thy kingcup neither feel ea^ nor 
taste delight; nay, they would have thee consume thy life in 
warding off trouble from them, till thy days be wasted in crav^ 
and weariness and thou be as one who slayeth himself for the 
bCTefit of another or like the Boy and the TT^eves,' 

King. *'How was that?” and she answered, ’They tdl the follow' 
ing tale aoent 


The Boy flttd the Thieves, 

Seven Thieves on« went out to steal, according to their custom, 
and fell in with a Boy, poor and orphaned to boot, who^besoupit 
them for somewhat to eat. One of them asked him. Wilt go 
with lis, O Boy, and we will feed thee and give thee drink, clothe 
thee and entreat thee kindly?** And he answered, Needs m\i3t 
I go with you whitherso ye w-tU and ye are my own kith and 
kin/' So they took him and fared on with him till they came to 
a garden, and enterings went round about therein, they found 
a walnut-tree laden with ripe fruit and said to O Boy, wilt 
thou enter rhia garden with us and swarm up this tree and eat of 
its walnuts thy sufficiency and throw the rest down to us? He 

consented and entered with thern^^-And Shahra^ad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


fBhen (t tans Iba iltne i&untireh anb ,^inElcentb ^fgbt 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that who! 
the Boy consented and entered with the Thieves, one of them 
said to other, ‘‘‘Locik which is the lightest and smallest of os and 
make him dimb the tree/' And they said, "None of us is 
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slighter than this Boy." So they sent him up into the tree and 
said to him, “O Boy, louch not iivj|[ht of the fruit, lest some one 
sec thee and work thee a mischicL" He asked, “How then shah 
1 db?"', and they answered, "Sit among the boughs and shake 
them one by one with all thy might, so that which is thereon 
may and we will pick it up. Then, when thou hast made an 
end of shaking down the fruit, come down and take thy share of 
that which we have gathered." Accordingly be began to shake 
every branch at which he could come, so that the nuts tdl and the 
thieves picked them up and ate some and hid other some till aU 
were full, sax^e the Boy who had eaten naught. As they were 
thus engaged, beliold, up came the owner of the garden who, 
standing to witness the spectacle, mquired of them, ‘'What do 
ye with this tree?" They replied, “We have taken naught 
thereof; but we were passing by and seeing yonder Boy on the 
tree, took him for the owner thereof and bewught him to give 
us to eat of the fruit. Thereat he fell to shaking one of the 
branches, so that the nuts dropped down, and we are not at 
fault." Quoth the master to the Boy, "What sayst thou?"; 
and quoth he, “These men lie; but I will tdl thee the truth. 
It is that we ail came hither together and they badk me dimb 
the tree and shake its boughs that the nuts might fall down to 
them, and I obeyed their bidding." Said the master, ‘Thou hast 
cast thyself into sore calamity; hut hast thou profited by eating 
aught of the fruitT': and he said, “I have eaten naught thereof." 
Rejoined the owner of the garden, "Now know 1 thy folly and 
thine ignorance in that thiju hast wrought to ruin thyself and 
profit others." Then said he to the Thieves, “I have no resort 
against you, so wend your ways!" But he laid hands on the 
Boy and punished him. “On like wbe," added the favourite, “thy 
Warns and Officers of state would sacrifice thee to their interests 
and do with thee as did the Thieves with the Boy," Answered 
the King, “Thou sayst sooth, and speakest truth: I W'ill not go 
forth to them nor leave my pleasures," Then he passed the night 
with his wife in all delight rill the morning, when the Grand 
Wazir arose and, assemtuing the OfTicers of state, together with 
those of the lieges who were present with them, repaired with 
them to the palaoe-gatc, congratulating one another and rejoicing. 
But the door opeo^ not nor did the King come forth unto them 
nor give them leave to go in to him. So. when they despaired of 
him, they said to Shimaa, “O esceUent Warir and accomplished 
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sage, secst thou not the behaviour of this lad, young of years and 
bttls ot witj how he addeth to his offences falsehood? See how 
lie hath broken his promise to vis and hath not pertormed for 
which he oigaged unto us, and tins sin It behcjveth thee join unto 
his other sins; but we beseech thee go in to him yet again and 
discover what is the cause of his holding back and retusa] to 
come forth; for we doubt not but that the like of this action 
CQtnetb of his corrupt nature, and indeed he is now harden^ 
to the highest degree.” Accordingly, Shimas went in to the 
King and b^pakc him, saying, ‘‘Peace be with thee, O K^! 
How cumeth it that 1 see thee give thysdf up to these slight 
pleasures and neglect the gipit affair whereto it behoveth thee 
sedulously apply thyself? ^ou art Idee unto a man who had a 
milch-camel and, coming one day to milk her, the goodness of her 
milk made him neglect to hold fast her baiter; which whenas she 
felt, she haled herself free and made off into the wold. Thus 
the man lost both milk and camel and the loK that bedded him 
surpassed his gain. WTierefore, O King, do thou look unto that 
wherein is thy welfare and the weal of thy subjects; for, even as 
It behoveth not a man to sit for ever at the kitchen door, because 
of his need unto food, so should he not alway company with 
women, by reason of bts inclination to them. And as a^ man 
^ould eat but as much food as will guard him from the pdns rf 
hunger and drink but what will ward off the pangs of thirst, in 
like manner it behoveth the sensible man to content himself with 
passing two of the four'and'twenty hours of his day with worn® 
and aqiend the rest in ordering his own affairs and those of hfe 
people. For to be longer than this in company with women is 
hurtful both to mind and body, seeing that they bid not unto 
good neither direct thereto; wherefore it besitteth not a man to 
accept from them or word or deed, for indeed it hath reached me 
that many men have come to ruin through their women, and 
amongst others a certain man who perished through conversadon 
with his wife at her command.** The King asked, “How was 
tlmt?” and Shimas answered, saying, “Hear, O King the 
tale of 
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The Man aMjJ fiis Wi/e. 

They relate chat a certain man baJ a wife whom he lorvetJ and 
honoured, giving ear to her speech and doing according to her 
rede, Moieover. he had a garden, which he had newly planted 
with his own hand, and was wont to go thither t^ery day, to tend 
it and water it. One day tus wife asked him, "‘What hast thou 
planted in thy garden?"; and he answered, "All thou bvest and 
dcsirest, and I am assiduous in tending and watering it " Quoth 
she, ‘“Wilt thou not carry me thither and show it to me, so I may 
look upon it and offer thee up a pioi^ prayer for its prosnerity, 
seeing that my orisons are effectual?' Quoth he, 1 w’ill well; 
but have patience with me till the morrow, when I will come and 
take thee." So early on the ensuing day, he carried her to the 
garden which he entered with her. Now two young men saw 
them enter from afar and said each to other, “Yonder man is an 
adulterer and yonder woman an adulteress, they have not 
entered this garden but to commit adultery." Thereupon they 
followed the couple to sec what they would do, and hid themselves 
in a comer of the garden. The man and his wife after entering 
abode awhile therein, and presently he said to her, “Pray roe 
the prayer thou didst promise roc;" but she replied, saying, “I 
will not pray for thee, until thou do away my desire of that 
which women seek from men. Cried he, Out on thee, O 
woman? Hast thou not thy 6U of me in the house? Here I fear 
scandal, especially as thou divertest ine from my affairs. Feanest 
thou not that some one will see us?" Quoth she, “We need 
have no care for that, seeing that we do neither sin nor lewdness; 
and, as for the watering of the gardetv that may wait, because 
thou canst water it when thou wilt," And she would taJ^ 
neither excuse nor reason from him, but was instant with him in 
^Cin g carnal coition. So he arose and lay with her, which when 
the young men aforesaid saw, they ran upon them and seised 
them,’ saying, “We will not let you go, for ye are adulterers, and 
except we have carnal knowledge of the woman, we will report 
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you to the police," Answered the man, “Fie u^ctn you? Tliis i& 
my wife and i am the master of the garden." They p^'d no 
heed to him, but fell upon the woman, who cried out to him for 
succour, saying, “Suffer them not to defile me! * Accordingly 
he came up to th e m , calling out for help; but one of them turned 

on him and smote him with his dagger and slew him.-^And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
pennitted say. 


(Sljen il toa& djf ^utificeli anh ICtnenfied] 

She cootmued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that after 
slaying the husband the two young men returned to the wile and 
ravished her. “This 1 tell thee, O King," continued the Watir, 
“But that thou mayst know that it becometh not men to give ear 
unto a woman's talk neither obey her in aught nor accept her 
judgment in counsel. Beware, then, lest thou don the dress of 
ignorance, after the robe of fcnowiedge and wisdom, and follow 
perverse rede, after knowing that wmeh is righteous and profit' 
able. '\^erefore punue thou not a paltry pleasure, w'hose trending 
is to corruption and whose indming is unto sore and uttermost 
perdition." When the King heard this from Shimas he said to him, 
“To'inorrow I will come forth to them, an it be the will of Allah 
the Most High,” So Shtnraj; rehimed to the Grandees and Nota' 
bles who were present and told them what the King had said. But 
this came to the ears of the favourite wife; whereupon she went in 
to the King and said to him. “The subjects of a King should be 
his slaves; but I ses?, O King, thou art become a slave to thy 
subjects, because thou scandest in awe of them and fearest their 
mischief.’ They do but desire to make proof of thine inner man; and 
if they find thee weak, they will disdain thee; but, if they find thee 
stout and brave, they will dread thee. On this wise do iU Wa^irs 
with thdr King, for that their wiles are many; but I ’will make mani^ 
fest unto thee the truth of their malice. An thou comply with the 
conditions they demand, they will cause thee cease ruling and do 
their will; nor will they leave leading thee on from affair to affair. 
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till they cast thee into deatnjcdon; and thy case be as that o{ 
the Merchant and the Robbers.” Asked the King, "How was 
chat?” and she answered, "I have heard tdl this tale anent 


The Merchant and the Robbers. 

Theke was once a wealthy Merchant, who set out for a certain 
city purposing to sell irierchandise there, and when he came thith^, 
he hired him a lodging wherein he took up liis abode. Now certain 
Rohbers saw him, men wont to lie in wait for merchants, that they 
might rob their goods; so they went to house and sought some 
device w'hereby to enter in, but could find no way thereto, and 
thdr Captain said, "rU manage you his (natter." Tl^ he went 
away and, donmng the dress of a leach, threw over b*s shoulder a 
bag containing somewhat of medicines, after which he set out, 
crying, "Who lacks a doctor?" and fared on till he came to the 
merchant s lodging and him sitting eating the noon'day dinner. 
So he asked him, “Dost thou need thee a physician?;" and the 
trader answered, “I need naught of the hind; but sit thee down 
and eat with me." The thief sat down facing him and began to 
eat. Now this merchant was a belle /ourcliette; and the Robber 
seeing thi\ said to himself, "I have found my chance." Then he 
turned to his host and said to him, “ Tis but right for me to give 
thee an admonition; and after thy kindness to me, I cannot hide it 
from thee. I see thee to be a gteat eater and the cause of this is a 
disorder in thy stomach; wherefore tinle^ thou take speedy 
measures for thy cure, thine affair will end in perdition." Quoth 
the merchant, "My body is sound and my stomach speedy of 
digestion, and though I be a hearty cater, yet is there no disease 
in my body, to Allah be the praise and the thanb!" Quoth the 
Robber, "k may appear thus unto thee: but I know thou Imt a 
disease incubating in thy vitals and if thou hearken to me, thou 
wilt medicine thyself." The Merchant asked, "And where shall I 
fed him who knoweth my remedy?": and the Robber answered 
“All^ is the Healer; but a physician like m^^lf cureth the 
sick to the b^t of his power." Then the other said, “Show me at 
once my remedy and give me thereof,^' Hereupon he gave 
him a powder, wherdn was a strong dose of aloes,' saying, "Use 
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this to^ght;” and be accepted it gratefully. When the n^t 
came, the Merchant tasted somewhat ot the mwder and found it 
nauseous of gust; nevertheless he nusdoubted not of it, but 
swallowed it ^ and thcref rtun found ease that night. Nest night 
the thief brought him another powder, wherein was yet more aloes, 
and he took, it: it purged him that night, but he bore patiently 
with this and rejected it not. When the Robber saw that he gave 
ear unto his word and put trust in him nor would gainsay him in 
aught, he brought him a deadly drug' and gave it to him. The 
Merchant swallow'ed it and no sooner had he done this than that 
which was in his stomach fell down and his bowels were rent in 
mmder, and by the morrow he was a dead man; whereupon the 
Robbers came and took all the merchandise and monies that 
belonged to him. '“rhis 1 tell thee, O King, ’ added the favountt 
"but that thou mayst not accept one word from these dcluders; 
else will there befal thee that whereby thou wilt destroy thyself." 
Cried the King, "Thou sayst sooth; i will not go forth to them. 
Now when the morning morrowEd, the folk assembled together 
and repairing to the King's door, sat there the most part of the 
day, till they despaired of his coming forth, when they returned to 
Shim Its and said to him, "O s^e philosopher and eipcricnccd 
master, seest thou not that this ignorant lad doth naught but 
redouble in falsehood to us? Verily ’twere only reasonable and 
right to take the Kingdom from him and give it to another, so 
cair affairs may be ordered and our estates maintained; but go 
thou in to him a third time and tdl him that nau^t hindeieth us 
from rising against him and taking the Kingship from lum but 
his father’s g(^ncss to us and that which he required from ms of 
oaths and engagements. However, to-morrow, we will all, to the 
last of us, assemble here with our arms and break down the gate 
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of the citadel’; and if he come forth to us afuJ do that which we 
wish, no ham is yet done’; else we will go in to him jmd slay 
him and put the Kingdom in the hand of other than he/' So the 
Wazir Shimas went in to him and said, “0 King, that grovcUe^ 
in tliy gusts and thy lusts, what is this thou dost with thyself? 
Would Heaven I wot who seduced thee thereto! An it be thou 
who sinnest against thyself, there hath ceased from tliee that which 
we knew in thee aforetime of integrity and wisdom and eloquence. 
Could 1 but learn who hath thus cWged thee and tum^ ^ee 
from wisdom to folly and from hdelity to iniquity and tiom 
mildf iejw to harshness and from acceptation of me to aversiem from 
me! How cometh It that 1 admonish thee thnee and thou ajccept' 
est not mine admonition and that 1 counsel tliec rightf ully and still 
thou gainsayest my counsel? Tell me, what is this child's play 
and who is it prompteth thee thereunto? Know that the people 
of thy Kingdom have agreed together to come in to thee and 
slay thee and give thy Kingdom to another. Art able to cope 
with them all and save thyself from their hands or canst quicken 
thyself after being killed? If, indeed, thou be potent to do all this, 
thou art safe and liast no occasion for my rede; but an thou liave 
any concern for thy life and thy kingship, return to thy sound 
sense and hold fast thy reign and show forUi to the folk the power 
of thy prowess and persuade the people with thine excuse, for 
they arc minded to tear away that which is in thy hand and 
commit it unto other, being resolved upon revolt and rebellion, 
Jed thereto by that which they know of thy youth and thy self' 
submission to lovc'liessc and lusts; for that stones, albeit they 
lie long under water, an thou withdraw them therefrom and smite 
one upon other, ^ne will be struck from them. Now thy lieges 
are many folk and they have taken counsel together against thee, 
with a design to transfer the Kingship from thee to another and 
accomplish upon thee whatso they desire of thy destruction. So 

^alt thou fare as did the Jacimis with the Wolf/*-And 

Shahiazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her per' 
raitted say. 


* connirKd thi 
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She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
Watir Shitnas concluded with saying, “And they shall accomplish 
upon thee wharso they desire of thy destruction: so shalt thou 
fare as fared the Jackals with the Wolf/' Asked the King, “^How 
was that?” and the Wazir answered, ”Tbey tcU the loUowing 
tale of 


The Jackflis and tfie Wolf. 

A PACK of Jackals^ went out one day to seek food, and as they 
prowled about in quest of this, behold, they happened upon a dead 
camel and said in themselves, "Wehly we have found wherewithal 
we may li\'e a great while: but we fear lest one of us oppress the 
other and the strong bear down the weak with his strength and so 
the puny of us perish. Wherefore it behoveth us seek one who 
shall judge between us and appoint unto each his part, so the 
force^ull may not lord it over the feeble/* As they consulted 
together on such subject, suddenly up came a Wolf, and one of 
the jackals said to the others, “K^ht is your rede; let us make 
this Wolf judge between us, for he is the strongest of beasts and 
his father was Sultan over us aforetime; so we hope in Allah that 
he will do justice between us/' Accordingly they accosted the 
Wolf and acquainting him with what they had resolved concerning 
him said, "We make thee judge between us, so thou mayst allot 
unto each of us his day's meat, after the measure of his need, lest 
the strong of us bear down the weak and some of us destroy other 
of us/' The Wolf accepted the governance of their affairs and 
allotted to each of them what suEced him that day; but on the 
morrow be said in his mind, *'An I divide this camel amongst 
these weaklings, no part thereof will come to me, save the pittance 
they will assign to me. and if 1 eat it alone, they can do me no 
harm, seeing that they are a prey to me and to the people of my 
house. Who, then, is the one to hinder me from tatine it all for 
myself? Surely, 'tis Allah who hath bestowed it on me by way of 
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provision without any obligation to any of them. It were beft 
that 1 keep it for myself, and henceforth i will give them naught. 
Accordingly^ next morning when the Jackals came to him, ^was 
their wont, and sought of him their food, saying, ‘O Abu ^han» 
give us our day*6 provender,*" he answered saying, I hai^ 
nothing left to give you.” Whereupon they went away in the 
sorriest plight, saying, "Verily, Allah hath cast mto gnevoiu 
trouble with this foul traitor, who regardeth not Allah nor leaKth 
Him; but we have neither stratagem nor strength on our side. 
Moreover one of them said, "Haply 'twas but stress oi hunger 
that moved him to this; so let him cat his fill to'day, and tO' 
morrow we will go to him again. Accordingly, on the morroi^ 
they again betook themselves to the Wolt and said to him, O 
Father of Foray, we gave thee authority over us, that thou might' 
est apportion unto each of us his day s meat and do the weak jus^ 
tice against the strong of ua, and that, w'hcn this provaunt is fin' 
iahed, thou sbouldst ^ thine endeavour to get us other and so we 
be always unckr thy w^tch and ward. Now hunger is hard upon 
us, for that we have not eaten these two days; so do thou mve us 
our day's ration and thou shalt be free to dispose of all that re- 
maincth as thou wilt.” But the Wolf returned them no answer 
and r^oubled in his KardneEs of heart and vdien they stravc to 
cum him fruiij his purpose he would not be turned. Tlien said one 
of the Jadtal.s to the rest, “Nothing will serve ua but that we go to 
the Lion and cast ourscl^’ca on his protection and assign unto 
hfrn the camd. If he vouchsafe us aught thmeof. *twi11 be of his 
favour, and if not, he is worthier of it than this scurvy rascal." 
So they betook themselves to the Lion and acquainted him with 
that which had bedded them from the Wolf, saying, ‘“We are thy 
slaves and come to thee imploring thy protection, so thou mayst 
ddivEi- us from this Vi’'olf. and we will be thy thralls." When the 
Lion heard their story, he was Jealous for Almighty Allah* and 
went with them in quest of the Wolf who, seeing him approach 
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addrased himself to flight; but the Lion ran after him se^g 
him rent him in pieces and restored their prey to the Jaci^. 
“Th^ Eboweth/' added Shimas, "that it httcth no Kmg to ncglea 
the affairs of bis subjects; wherefore do thou heaven to my rede 
and give credit to the words which I say to thee ''Q»ioch the King» 
“I will hearken to thee and tomorrow, Inshallah, 1 wiU go forth 
to them." Accordingly Shimas went from him and returning to 
the folk, told them that the King had accepted his advice p^ 
mised to come out unto them on the morrow. But, 'whm tM 
favourite heard this saying reported of Shii^ and ccrtmed 
that ncetls must the King go forth to his subjects, she betook her" 
eelf to him in haEtc and said to him. "How great is my ™der at 
thy submissiveness and thine obedience to thy slavcsl Knowesc 

thou not that these Waiirs are thy thralls? Vv hy th^ dost thou 

exalt them to this highmost pitch of importance dyi: they imagine 
them it was they gave thee this king^p and advanced 
this rank and that it is they who confer favours on tb^. alb^ 
they have no power oo do thK the lease damage- mdeed* tis not 
thou who owest submission to them; but on the contrary toey 
owe it to thee, and it is their duty to carry out to ^^rd^. How 
cometh it then, that thou art so mightily affrighted at them. It 
is said, 'Unless thy heart be Lke iron, thou art not fit to ^ a 
Sovran; But thy mildness hath deluded these men, so to toey 
presume upon thee and cast off their allegiance, althoug^ 
behoved! to they be constrained unto thy obedience and ento^ 
to thy submission. Therefore an thou liastm to accept th^ 
words and leave them as they now are and voutofe to them the 
least thing against thy will, they will weigh h^vily 
require other concessions of thee, and this W'ill become their habit. 
But. an thou hearken to me. thou wilt not advance any one of 

a to power neither tvilt thou accept his word nor encour^ 
to presume upon thee; else wilt thou fare with them as did 
the Shepherd with the Rocue" Asked the^ng. How was 
that?" and she answered, ‘‘They relate this adventure ot 
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TJw SIwf>iier<i und ih« Rogwc.^ 

Tkehz "was once a Shepherd, who fed a flock of sheep in the wold 
anti kept over thetn strait watch. One ni^t, there caffic to a 
Rogue thinking to steal some of his charges and finding him 
assiduous in guarding theuii sleeping not by night nor ^**|§ 
by dayi prowled about him all the livelong nigh t, bu t coiud 
plunder nothing from him. So, when he was we^ of s^mg, be 
betook himself to another part of the waste and trapping a non, 
^ned him and stuffed his hide with bruised straw*; af^ w^ch 
he set it up on a hi^ pla^ fn the d^iX where the Sheph^ 
might sec it and be assured thereof. Then he accosted the 
Slwpherd and said to him, “Yonder lion hath sent me to depnd 
bis supper of these sheep." The Shepherd a^ed. Where is the 
lion'^” and the Rogue answered, “Lift thine eyes; there m 
gtandeth.” So the Shepherd raised his eyes and ^ng the 
semblance deemed it a very lion and was mu^ affnghted;—— 
And Shahrawd perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 

ffihtn it teas t!)t ?^nnliret) anh Ctecntp-Sroinli 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious prtg, ^at when 
the Shepherd saw the semblance of the lion, he de^ed it a very 
Lon and was affrighted with the sorest fright, ttembling for dread; 
60 he said to the thief, “O my brother take what ^u wilt, I will 
not gainsay thee." Accordingly the Rogue took w-hat be would of 
the sheep and redoubled in greed hy reason of the excess ot^ the 
Shepherd's fear. Accordingly, every little while. He would hie to 
him and terrify him, saying, “The lion hath n^ of thw and re- 
quircth that, and his intent is to do thus and thus, and take his 
sufficiency of the sheep; and he stinted not to do thus wth him, 
dil he had wasted the most part of his flock. "This. O King, 
added the favourite, "I tell thee only that thou suffer not the 
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Gi^<lecs of thy realm to be deluded by thy mildness and easiness 
of temper and presume on ihee- and, in right rede, their d^th 
were l^cter than that they deal thus with thee.*' Quoth the King, 
"I accept this thy counsel and will not hearken to their admom' 
tion ndt^ will i go out unto them." On the morrow the Wasirs 
and Officers of State and beads of the people assembled; and, 
taking each with him his weapon, repairs to the p^cc of the 
Kmg, so they might break in upon him and slay him and seat 
another in his stead. When they came to the door, they required 
the doorkeeper to open to them; be* he refused, whereupon they 
sent to fetch fire, wherewith to bum down the doors and entff. 
The doorkeeper, hcanne what they said went in to the King in 
haste and told him that me folk were gathered together at the gate, 
adding, “They required me to open to than, but I refused; and 
they have soit to fetch fire to bum down the doors withal, so they 
may come into thee and slay thee. ^Tiat dost thou bid me do? 
Quoth the King in himself, "Verily, I am fallen into uttermost 
perdition." Then he sent for the favourite; and, as soon as she 
came, said to her, “Indeed, Shi mas never told me aught but I 
found it true, and now great and small are co ming purposing to 
^y me and thee; and because the doorkeeper would not open to 
than, they have sent to fetch fire, to bum the dooi3 withal; so will 
the house be burnt and we therein. What dost thou counsel me to 
do?" She replied, “No harm sihail betide tbee, nor let thme affair 
affright thee. This is a rime when the simple rise against their 
Kings." Quoth he, “What dost thou counsel me to do and how 
sh^ I act in this affair?" Quoth she, "My rede is that thou hilet 
diy head and feign thyself sick: then send for the Wazir Stumas, 
who will come and sec the plight wherein thou art; and do dtou 
say to him, ‘Verily 1 purposed to go forth to the folk this day; but 
thfe malady hmdered me. So go thou out to them and acquaint 
them with my condition and tdl them that to-morrow I will fare 
forth without fail to thern and do their need and look into their 
affairs, so they may be reassured and thdr rage may subsi^. 
do thou summon ten of thy father's slaves, stalwart men of strengm 
and prowess, to whom thou canst entrust thyself, hearing^ to thy 
best and complying with thy commandment, surely keeping thy 
secret and lief to thy love; and charge them on the morrow to 
stand at thy head and hid them suffer none of dm folk to enter, 
save one by one; and all who enter do thou say,^ Seize them and 
do them die.* An they agree with thee upon mis, to-tnorrow set 
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up thy throne in the Divsn* and open do^. 
see that thou hast opened to them their imnd& wm be set at 
and they will come to thee with a whole heart, and sett admission 
to thee. Then do thou admit them, one after one, ev-en as 1 said 
to thee and work with them thy will; but it bchoveth ^ begin 
by slaying Sbimas, their chief and leader; for he is the Grand 
Waiir and head of the matter. Therefore do him die first and 
after put aU the rest to death, one after other, and spare none 
whom thou knowest to have broken with thee his coven^t; 
in like way slaughter all whoK violence thou fearest, An mou 
deal thus with them, there will be left them no power to make head 
against thee; so shalt thou be at rest from them with M repc^ 
Md shale enjoy thy kingship in peace and do whatso thou wilt; 
and know that there is no device chat will profit thee more than 
this " Quoth the King, '‘Verily, this thy counsel is just ^ that 
which thou biddest me is to the point and I will assuredly ^ as 
thou directest " So he called for a fiUet and bound his head ther^ 
with and shammed sickness.. Then he sent for the Grand wawr 
and said to him, “O Shimas, thou knowest that 1 love thee and 
hearken to the counsel of thee and thou art to me as broths and 
father both in one; also thou knowest that I do all thou biddest 
me and indeed thou badest me ffo forth to the Ueges and sit to 
judge between them. Now I was assured that this was right rede 
on thy part, and purposed to go forth to them yesterday; but this 
sickness assailed me and 1 cannot sit upi it hath reached me that 
the folk are incensed at my failure to come forth to them and are 
minded of thdr mischief to do with me that which is unmeet for 
that they know not what ailment aileth me. So go thou forth to 
them and acquaint them with my case and the condition I am tn; 
and excuse me to them, for I am obedient to their bidding and 
will do as they desire; wherefore order this affair and engage thy* 
s^ for me herefor, even as thou hast been a loyal counsellor to me 
and to my sire before me, and it is of thy wont to make peace 
betw^ the people. To-morrow, Inshahah, I will without fail 
come forth to them, and peradventure my sickness will cease from 
me this night, by the blessing of the purest intent and the good 


* A ftitdif-Lil of "IXTifi" fhcfc in iinfaenpe-chsm^wrl iray mcfl-n derntmt 
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J purpose them to my hearth So Sbmas prostrated himself to 
AMi and called down blessings on the King and kissed bis h^d, 
rejoicing at this. Then he went forth to the folk and ^d 
w i;it he bad heard irom the King and forbade them from 
wl^ch they had a mind to do, acquainting them with wliai excused 
the King fur his absence and mforming tnem that be had promised 
£o come forth to them on tlie morrow and deal with them accord* 
ing to their desires; whereupon they dispersed and Ided them to 

thejr houses,-^And Shaliratad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say* 


Saijtn it taatf the ?&unhreti anh Ctatnlp-thirh .^ight. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Shiin^ 
went from the presence to the ringleaders of the commons and said 
to them ‘To-morrow the Sovran will ceme forth to you and wiU 
deal with you as ye desire," So they hied them ro their homte- 
On such wise fared it with them; but as regards the Mo^ch, he 
siQmmoned ten slaves of gigantic stature/ mm of hard heart and 
3 row of prowess, whom he had chosen from amongst his lather s 
lody'guard; and said to them, "Ye know the favour, este^ and 
ligh rank held with my sire and all the bovinties, benefite an 
lonouis he bestow'ed on you, and I will advance you to yet higher 
dignity with me than ihh. Now 1 w*ill tdl you the .t^^i 

and ye are under safeguard of All a h from me. But first I will ask 
you somewhat, wherein if ye do my desire, obeying me m 
which I shall bid you and conceal my secret from all mm, ye 
have of me largesse and favour surpassing expectation. But above 
all diings obedience!" The ten thralls answered him with 
mouth and in sequent words, saying, "Whatso ^ou bidd^t tis* O 
our liege, that we will do, nor wdU we depart tn aught from y 
commandment, for thovi art our lord and master, t^uotn toe 
Kins, "Allah allot you weal! Now will I tell you the re^n why 
I have chosen you out for increase of honour with me. Ye 
how liberally my father dealt with the folk of his realm and the 
oath he took from them on behalf of me and how they promised 


» Tn both f*u* tfie wftfiJ "JtWbTfsh* 1* vtei, the pluf. tf J 
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him that they would not break faith with me nor gainsay the bid^ 
ding of me; and yc saw how they did yesterday, whenas they 
gathered all together about me and would have me. Now I 
am minded to do with them somewhat; and 'ci$ this, for that I 
have considered their action of yesterday and see that naught will 
restrain them from its like save esemplar^' chastisement: where' 
fore I perforce charge you privily to do to death whom 1 shall 
point out to you, to the intent that ( may word OS' mischief and 
calamity from my realm by slaying their leaders and Chiefs; and 
the manner thereof shaU be on this wise. To-morrow I will sit on 
this seat in this chamber and give them admission to me one by 
one, coining in at one door and going out at another; and do ye, 
all ten, stand before me and be attentive to my signs: and whoso 
entereth singly, take him and drag him into yonder chamber and 
kill him and ntde his corpse." The slaves answered, “We hearken 
to thy best and obey thy order." Whereupon he gave them gifts 
and di smijs ed them for the nfght. On the morrow he summoned 
the thralls and bade set up we roj^ seat; then he donned his 
kingly robes and taking Ine Book of law'cases’ in his hands, 
posted the ten slaves before him and commanded to open the 
doors. So they opened the doors and the herald proclaimed 
aloud, saying, "Whoso hath authority, let him come to the King’s 
carpet* *!” Wnaereupon up came the Waiirs and Prefects and 
Chamberlains and stood, each in his rank. Then the King hade 
admit them, one after one, and the first to enter was Shimas, 
according to the custom of the Grand Waa'r; but no sooner had 
he presented himself before the King, and ere he could beware, the 
ten slaves gat about him, and dragging him into the adjoining 
chamber, despatched him. On like wise did they with the rest of 
the Waairs and Olema and Notables, slaying them, one after 
other, till they made a clean finish.* Then the King called the 
headsmen and bade them ply sword upon all who remained of the 


* Ar*b '“Kifib a!-£Lati‘'=iht Book JwJttrrttnii, Kuch u rh4: KnI pimld ate vhen 
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folk of valour and siowre: so they fell on them and left none 
whom they knew for a man of mettle but they slew him, sparing 
only the proletairts and the refuse of the people. These they 
drove away and they returned each to his folk, w*hilst the Ki^ 
secluded himself with his pleasures and surrendered his soul to its 
lusts, working tyranny, oppression and violence, till he outraad all 
the men of evil who had forerun him.' Mow dus King's dominion 
WES a nime of gold and stiver and jacinths and jewels and the 
neighbouring rulers, one and all, envied him this empire and looked 
for calamity to betide him. Moreover, one of them, the King of 
Outer Hind, said in himself, *^*1 have gotten my desire of wresting 
the realm from the hand of yonder silly lad, by reason of that which 
hath betided of his slaughter of the Chiefs of his State and of all 
mf!n of valour and mettle that were in his country. This is my 
occasion bo snatch away that which is in his hand, seeing he is 
young in years and hath no knowledge of war nor judgment 
thereto, nor is there any left to counsel mm aright or succour him. 
Wherefore this very day will f open on him the door of mischief 
by writing him a writ wherein I will flyte him and reproach him 
with that which he hath done and see wliat he will reply." So he 
indited him a letter to the following effect, “In the name of 
Allah the Compassionating, the Compassionate * And after * I 
have heard tell of that which thou hast done with thy Wasirs and 
Otema and men of valiancy * and that whereinto thou hast cast 
thyself of calamity * so that there is neither power nor strength 
left in thee to re^ whoso shall assail thee, more by token that 
thou tran^ressest and orderest thyself tyrannous! y and profli' 
gately * Now Allah hath assuredly given me the conquering of 
diee and the mastery over thee and into my hand hath delivered 
thee; wherefore do thou give ear to roy word and obey the com' 
mandment of me and build me an impregnable castle amiddlemost 
the sea * An thou can not do this, depart thy realm and with thy 
h'fe go Hce * for I will send unto thee, from the farthest ends of 
Hind, twelve hordes^ of home, each tw'idvc thousand fighring'men 
strong, who shall enter thy land and spoil thy goods and slay thy 
men and carry thy women into captivity * Moreover, 1 wil] make 
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my Watir, Badi'a capi^un over them and bid hiitt lay strait ^ie^ 
to thy capita] till the master he be; * and ! have biddea the 
bearer of tKi$ letter that he cany with thee but days three * So, 
an thou do my demand, thou sh^t be saved; else will 1 send chat 
which I have said unto thce.'^ Then he sealed the scroll and gave 
it to a messenger, who Journeyed with it till he came co the 
capital of Wire Khan and delivered it to him. When the King 
read it, his strength failed him, his breast waxed strait and he 
made sure of destruction, having none to whom he might resort 
for aid or advice. Presently he rose and went in to his favourite 
wife who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, "Wlrat 
mattcreth thee, O King?'' Quoth he, ‘This day 1 am no King, 
but slave to the King.'' And he opened the letter and read it to 
her, wbereupoQ she fell to weeping and wailing and rending her 
nument. Then he asked her, “Hast thou aught of rede or resource 
in this grievous strait?"; but she answered, “Women have no 
resource in time of war, nor have women any strength or aught of 
counsel, 'Tis men alone w^ho in like of this affair nave force and 
discourse and resource," When the King heard her words, there 
befel him the utmost regret and repentance and remorse for that 
he had transgressed against his Wants and Officers and Lords of 

his land,-And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her pennitted say. 


anjtn it tije iJInt iDnnbreh snh 

She continued. It bath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
King Wird Khan heard the xvords of his favourite wife there befel 
him the utmost regret and repentance for havmg transgressed 
against and slain Wazirs and the chiefs of his state, and he 
would that he had died ere there came to him the like of thej^e 
shameful tidings. Then he said to his women, "Verily, there hath 
betided me from you that which befd the Francolin and the 
Tortoises." Asked they, “What was that?": and he answered 
“Men this tak of 



The Fbancouh and the Tortoises. 
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QTie Fw«coIm and t/is Tartoisa. 

It is said that sundry Tortoises dwdt once m a certain idand 
aiwimding in trees and iruitcrers and rills, and it fortuned, one 
day, diat a francoliii, passing over the island, was overcome with 
the fiery heat and fatigue and being in grievous suffering stayed 
his flight therein. Praendy, looking about for a cool place; he 
espied the resort of the Tortoises and alighted down near their 
home. Now they were then abroad foraging for food, and 
when they returned from their fewiiog-places to their dwelling, 
they found the FrancoUn there. His l^uty pleased tl^ein and 
Allah made him lovely in their eyes, so that they exclaimed 
**Subhana Hah," ettoUfiig their Creator and loved the Francolin 
with exceeding love and naioioed in him, saying one to other, 
“Forsurc this is of the goodliest of the birds;" and all began to 
caress him and entreat him with kindness. When he saw diat 
they looked on him with eyes of affection, he indined to them and 
companioned with them and took up his abode with them, flying 
away in the morning whither he would and returning at eventide 
to pass the night by side of them. On this wise he continued a 
long while until the Tortoises, seeing that his daily absence from 
them desolated them and finding that they never saw him save by 
night (for at dawn he still took flight in haste and they knew not 
what came of him, for all that their love grew to him), said each 
to ocher, **Indeed, we love this Francolin and he is D^omc our 
true friend and we cannot bear parting from him, so how shall we 
devise some device tending to make him abide with its always? 
For he flieth away at dawn and is absent horn us all day and we 
see him not save by night.” Quoth one of them, "Be easy, O my 
sixers; I will bring him not to leave us for the turn of an eye?" 
and quoth the rest, saying, ^An thou do this, w-e wili all be thy 
thralls." So, when the Francolin came back from his feeding' 
place and sat down araongst them, that wily TortoiM drew near 
unto him and called down blessings on him, giving Him joy of his 
safe return and saying, "O my lord, know that Allah hath vouch' 
safed thee our love and hath in hke manner set in thy heart the 
love of us, v(diereby thou art become to us a familiar friend and a 
comrade in this desert. Now the goodliest of times for those 
who love one another is when they are united and the sorest cf 
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caliniities for theta are absence and severance. But thou departest 
from us at peep ot day and retumest not to us rill sundown, 
wherctore there betideth us extreme desolarion. Indeed this is 
exceeding grievous to us and we abide in sore longing for such 
reason.’* The FtanooHn replied, “‘Indeed, J love you also and 
yearn for you yet more than you can yearn for rnc, nor is it easy 
for me to leave you; but my h^d hath no help for this, seeing that 
I am a fowl wich wings and may not wone with you al^ys, 
because that is not of my nature. For a bird, being a winged 
creature, may not remain still, save it be for the sake of sleep 
o’ (lights; but, as soon as it is day, he Jlieth away and sedteth his 
raoming'meal in what place soever pleaseth him. Answered the 
Tortoise, **Sooth thou speakestt Neverthelesa he who liath wings 
hath no repose at most seasons, for that the good he getteth is not 
a fourth part of what ill betideih him, and ^ highraost aims of 
the creature arc repose and ease of life, blow Allah hath bred 
between us and thee love and fellowship and wc fear for thee, lest 
some of thine enemies catch thee and thou perish and we 
denied the sight of thy countenance." Rejoined the Francolin, 
"True! But what rede hast thou or resource for my case?" 
Quoth the Tortoise, "My advice is that thou pluck out thy wing' 
feathers, wherewith thou speedest thy flight, and tarry with us m 
cranqutliity, eating of our meat and dnnkmg of our drink in this 
pasturage, that ab^ndeth in trees rife with fruits yetlow'ripe and 
we will sojourn, we and thou, in this fruitful stead and enjoy the 
company of one another.” The Francolin inclined to her sp<Kch, 
seeking ease for himself, and plucked out his wing'feathei^, one 
by one. In accordance with the rede approved of by the To^oise; 
then he took up his abode with them and contented himself with 
the little ease and transient pleasure he enjoyed. Presently up 
came a Weasel’ and glancing at the Francolin, saw that his wings 
were plucked, so that he could not fly, whereat he rejoiced with 
joy exceeding and said to himself, “Verily yonder Francolin is fat 
of flesh and scant of feather," So he went up to him and seised 
him, whereupon the Francolin called out to the Tortoises for 
help: but when they saw the Weasel hend him, they dretv apart 
from him and huddled togetlicr, choked with weeping for himt 
for they witnessed how the beast tortured him. Quoth the 
Francolin, “Is there aught with you but weeping?”; and quoth 
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ihcy, "’O our brother^ we l^ve neither force nor resource nor any 
course against a Wca^." At this the Francolin was grieved and 
cutting off all his hopes of life said to them, *'The fault is not 
yours, but mine own fault, in that I hearkened to you and plucked 
out my wing'fcathers wherewith I used to fly. Indeed 1 deserve 
destruction tor having obeyed you, and I blame you not in aught.“ 
"‘On like wise," continued the King, “1 do not blame you, O 
women; but I blame and reproach myself for that 1 remembered 
not that ye were the cause of the transgresaioQ oi our father 
Adam , by reason whereof he was cast out from the Garden cf 
^en and for that I forgot ^-e are the root of all evil and hearkened 
to you, in mine- iterance, lack of sense and weakness of judgment, 
and slew my wazirs and the Governors of my State, who were 
my loyal advisers in all mine actions and my glory and my 
streng^ against w'hatsoever troubled me. But at this dme hnd 
I not one to replace them nor see I any who shall stand me in 

their stead: ancf 1 fall into utter perdition/'--And Shahraaad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


ifitjEn ft hiad the iltne l^tihrch anh fifth 

She pursued, it hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
King blamed himself saying, “ Twas 1 that hearkened to you in 
mine ignorance and slew my Wazirs so chat now 1 find none to 
stand in their stead: and unless Allah succour me with one of 
sound judgment, who shall guide me Co that wherein is my 
deliverance, I am fallen into utter perdition." Then he arose and 
withdrew into his bedchamber, bemoan^ his Wazirs and wise 
men and saying, "Would Heaven those lions were with me at this 
time, chough but for an hour; so I might excuse myself unto 
them and look on them and bemoan to them my case and the 
travail that hath bedded me after them!" And be abode all his 
day sunken in the sea of cark and care neither eating nor drinking. 
But as soon as the night fell dark, he arose and changing his 
raiment, donned old cloths and disguised bimsdf and went forth 
at a venture to walk about the city, so haply he might hear from 
any some word of comfort. As he wandered about the main 
streets, behold, he chanced upon two beys who had sought a 
retired seat by a wall and he olMcrvcd that they were equal in 
age, or about twelve years old. As they talked together he drew 
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nip-i>f whereas he might hear afld apprehend what they said, 
unseen of them, and heard one say to the other, “listen, O my 
brother, to what my sire told me of the calamity 

which ha th betided him in the withering of liis crops before their 
time, by leascm of the rarity of rain and the sore sorrow that is 
fallen on this city Qooth the other, “Wottest thou not the cause 
of tbs affliction?"; and quoth the first, "Not and, if thou k«i it, 
pray tdl it me." Rejoiined die other, "Yes, 1 wot it and will tell 
it thee. Know that I have heard from one of my father's friends 
that our King slew his Wasirs and Grandees, not for aught of 
offence done of them, but only by reason of bs love for women 
and inclination to them; for that his Ministers forbade him from 
tbs, but he would not be forbidden and commanded to do them 
die in obedience to his wives. Thus he slew Shitnas my sire, who 
was bis Waiir and the Waair of his father before him and the 
cbef of his council; but right soon them shalt see how Allah will 
do with him by reason of his sins against them and how He shall 
avenge tbm of him." other boy asLcd, “What can Allah do 
now that they are dead?"; and his f^w answered, “Know that 
the King of Outer Hind^ maketb light of our monarch, and hath 
sent him a letter berating him and saying to him. 'Build me a 
catfle amiddlemost the sea, or I will send unto thee Badfa my 
Wadr, with twdve hordes of horse, each twelve thouand strong, 
to wiy upon thy kingdom and shy thy men and carry thee and 
thy women into captivity/ And he hath given bm three days* 
tim e to answer after the receipt of that missive. Now thou must 
know, O my brother, that this King of Outer Hind is a masterful 
tyrant, a man of ni^ht and prowess in fight, and in bs realm are 
much people; so unless our King made shift to fend him off from 
himself, be wifl fall into p^ition, whilst the King of Hind, after 
sbying our Sovran, wilt sdsz on our possessions and massacre our 
men and make prita of our women.* When the King beard this 
their talk, hU agitation increased and he inclined to the boys, 
saying, ''Surely, this boy is a wdzard, in diat he is acquainted with 
this thing without learning it from me; for the letter is in my 
keeping and the secret al^ and none bath knowledge of such 
matter but myself, How then knoweth this boy of it? I will 
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resort to him and talk with him and 1 pray Allah that our 
deirveiance may be at bis hand.** H^eupon the King approached 
the boy softly and said to l»ni, "O thou dear boy, what is this 
thou sayest of our King, that he did ill of the evikst in slaying 
hl3 Wazirs and the Chiefs of his Smte? indeed he sinned against 
himself and his subjects and thou art right in that which thou 
sayest. But tell me, O my son, whence knowesc thou that the 
King of Outer Hind hath written him a letter, berating Kim and 
besj^akxr^ him with the grievous spwsh whereof thou telkst?'* 
The boy replied, “^O brother, 1 know this from the sand* where' 
with 1 take compt of night and day and from the saying of the 
ancients, *No mystery from Allah is hidden; for the sons of 
Adam have in them a spiritual virtue which discovereth to them 
the darkest secrets.’ ’* Answered Wird Khan, “True, O my son, 
but whence leamedest thou geomancy and thou young of years?" 
Quoth the boy, "My father taught it me;" and quoth the King, 
**Is thy father alive or dead?" "He is dead," replied the boy. 
Then Wird Khan asked, “Is there any resource or device for 
our King, whereby to ward off from himself and his kingdom this 
sore caluruty?" And the boy answered, saying, *Tt behtteth 
not that I speak with thee of this; but, an the smd for me 
and ask me how he ^lall da to baffie his foe and get free of his 
snares, I will acquaint him with that wherein, by the power of 
Allah Almighty, shall be his salvation." Rejoin^ Wird Khan, 
"But who tell the King of this that he may send for thee 
and invite thee to him?" The boy retorted, "I hear that he 
seeketh men of experience and good counsel, $0 X will go up with 
them to him and tell him that wherein shall be liis welfare and 
the warding eff^ of this afOiction from him; but, an he neglect the 
preying matter and busy himself with his lovc^liesse among his 
women and 1 go to him of my own accord designing to acquaint 
him with the means of deliverance, he will assuredly give orders 
to slay me, even as he slew those Kis Waxirs, and my courtesy to 
him will be the cause of my destrviction. Wherefore the folk will 
diink slightly of tne and belittle my wit and T shall be of those of 
whom It is said, 'He whose science excelleth his sense perisheth 
by his ignorance.'" When ^e King heard the bey’s words, he 
was assured of his sagadty; and the excellenioe of his merit was 
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mamlcst and be was ceitiEcd that deliverance would betide him 
and hifi subjects at the boy's hands. So presently he resumed the 
oollocjuy and asked him, "'Whence art thou and where is thy 
hotQC?”i and the boy answered, "This is the Wiili of our house/* 
The King took note of the place and iarewelling the boy, returned 
to ^ palace in high spirits. There he change his dotbes and 
called tor meat and wine, forbidding his women from him; and he 
ate and dtank and returned thanks to Allah the Most High and 
besought Him of succour and ddiverance; and he craved His 
pardon and forgiveness for that wluch he had done with his Wadrs 
and Olema and turned to Him with sincere repentance, imposing 
on himself many a prayer and long fasting, by way of discipline^ 
vow. On the morrow, he called one of his confidential eunuchs 
and describing to him the boy s home, bade him repair thither and 
bring him to his presence with ail gentleness. Accordingly the 
slave sought out the boy and said to him, *'Thc King summooeth 
th^, that good may betide thee from him and that he may adt 
thee a question; then sbalt thou return safe and sound to thy 
dwelling.” Asked the boy, “What ie the King’s need of me that 
he biddeth me to him on this wise?*'; and the eunuch answered, 
“My lord's occasion with thee is question and answer/' “A 
thousand times h^kening and a toousand times obeying the 
commandment of the Kingl** replied the hoy and accompanied 
the slave to the pabec. When he came into the presence, he 
prostrated himself before AUah and after salatning. called down 
blessings on the King who returned his salutation and bade liim 

be seated.-And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


ISbcn it hia0 t^r .^int l^unbrth anb 'ITtoentp-istxtlb 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, rhar when 
the boy appeared before the King and saluted him with the salam, 
Wird Khan returned his salutation and hade him be seated. & 
he sat down and the King asked him, “Knowest thou who talked 
with thee yestenught?” Answered the boy, “Yes,** and the 
King said, “And wbene is he?" “’Tts he who speaketh with me 
at this present,” said the boy. Rejoined the King, “^ou sayst 
sooth, O friend,” and bade set him a chair beside his own, whereon 
he made him sit and called for meat and drink. Then they 
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talked awhile and the King said, "Ho thou the Waair,' in our 
talk yestermght thou toldtst me that thou hadst a device whereby 
thou couldst defend us from the malice of the King ot Hind. 
What is this cmitrivancc and how shall we manoeuvre to ward off 
his mischief from us? TeU me, that 1 may make thee chid ot 
those who speak with me in the I'c alm and c ho ose thee to be 
my Grand Warir and do according to thy judgment m alj 
thou counsdl^t me 3 Ji<l assign thee a splendid honorarium- 
Answered the boy. "O King, keep thy honorarium to thyself 
and seek counsel and policy of thy women, who dieted thee to 
slay my father ShiniEs and the rest of the the 

king heard this, he was ashamed and sighed and smd, O iJmu 
dear boy, was Shhnas indeed thy sire?” The tey rcpUeih 
"Shimas was indeed my sire, and I am in truth hia ^n,. 
Whereupon the King bowed his head, whilst the l™ 

his eyes, and he craved pardon of Allah. Then ^td he, O boy, 
indeed I did this of my ignorance and by the evil counsel of the 
women; for ‘Great indi^d is their malice"^; but I beseech thee to 
forgive me and I will set tlvee in thy father s stead and make thy 
rank higher than his rank. Moreover, an thou do away from m 
this retribution sent down from Heaven, 1 tvill deck thy neck with 
a collar of gold and mount thee on the goodliest of and bid 
the crier make proclamation before thee, saying, ‘This is the lief ^ 
boy, the Wazir who sitteth in the second seat after the King! 
And touching whut thou sayest of the woiii£ii» 1 hiivc it in 
to do vengeance on them at such time as Almighty Allah shaff 
will it. But tell me now what thou hast with thee of counsel and 
contrivance, that my heart may be content. Quoth the boy, 
“Swear to me an oath that thou wik not gainsay me in whatso 1 
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shaH aay to thee and that 1 fcom chat which 1 fear shall be safe! 
and quoth the B^ing, 'This is the covenant of AUah between me 
and wee, that! will not go from thy word and that thou shalt be my 
chief counsellor and whatsoever thou biddest me, that will 1 do; 
and the Almighty Lord is witness betwixt us twain whatso i say/ 
Therewith the boy's breast waxed broad and the held of speech 
was Opened to him wide and he said, "O King, my rede to thee is 
chat thou await the expiration of the delay appointed to thee for 
answering the courier of the King of Hind; and when he cometh 
before thee seeking the reply, do thou put him off to another day. 
With this he will excuse hims elf to tl^e, on the ground of his 
master having appointed him certain fixed days, and importune 
for an answer; but do thourebut liim and defer him co another day, 
without specifying what day it be . Then will he go forth from thee 
ari'angered and betake himself into the midst of the city and 
speak openly among the folk, saying, *0 people of the city, I am 
a courier of the King of Outer Hind, who is a moranch of great 
puissance and of determination such as softeneth iron. He sent 
me wi^ a letter to the King of this city appointing to me certain 
days, saying, ‘An thou be not with me by the time appointed, 
my vengeance shall fall on thee/ Now, behold, 1 went in to the 
King of this city and gave him the missive, which when he had 
read! be sought of me a delay of three days, after which he 
would return me an answer to the letter and I agreed to this of 
courtesy and consideration for Kim. When the three days were 
past, I went to seek the reply of him. but lie delayed me to 
another day; and now I have no patience to wait longer; so I 
am about to return to my lard, the King of Outer Hind, and 
acquaint him with that which h^h befallen me; and ye, O folk, 
are witnesses between me and him/ All this will be reported to 
thee and do thou send for him and speak him gently and say to 
him, *0 thou who seekest thine own ruin, what hath moved thee 
to blame us among our subjects? Verily, thw deservest present 
death at cur bands; but the andents say, ‘Getnency is of the 
attributes of nobility/ Know that our dday in answering arose not 
from helplessness on our part, but from our much business and lack 
of leisure to look into thine affair and write a reply to thy King/ 
Tlicn call for the scroll and read it again and laugh loud and long 
and say to the courier, ‘Hast thou a letter other than this? If 
so, we will write ^cc an answer to that also/ Tfe will say, ‘T haw 
none other than this letter'; but do thou repeat thy question to 
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hua a secaad time acd a chinl time, and he will reply^ '1 
have none other at all.' Then say to him, 'Verily^ this thy King 
is utteriy witless la that be vmteth us the like of this wdt 
seeking to aiGose our wrath against him, so that we shall go f orth 
to him with our forces and domineer over his dommions and 
capture his kingdom. But we will not punish him this time tor 
his unmannerly manners as shown in this letter, because he is 
wanting in wit and feeble of forus^ht, and it beseemeth our dignity 
that we first warn him not to r^ieat the like of these childish 
estiavagancesf and if be risk his hfe by returning to the hke ot 
this, he will deserve speedy descrucuon. Indeed, methinks this 
King of thine who sent ±ee on such errand must be an ignoianr 
fool, taking no thought to the issue of things and having no Warir 
of sense and good cotimd, with whom he may advise. Were he 
a man of mind, he had taken counsel with a Warir, ere sending 
us the like of this laughable letter. But he shall have a reply 
similar to his script and surpassing it; for I will give it to one of 
the hoys of the school to answer/ Then send for me; and, when 
T come to the presence, bid me read the letter and reply thereto/' 
When the King heard the boy's speech, his breast hardened and 
he approi-ed 1^ propi^ and his device delight him. So he 
conferred gifts upon him and installing him in his father s office, 
sent him away rcpicing. And as soon as expired the three days 
of delay which he had appointed, the courier presented himsdf 
and going in to the King, dmandt'd the answer; but he put him 
offi to another day; whereupon he went to the end of the carpet' 
room^ and spake with unseemly speech, even as the boy had fore* 
said. Then he betook himself to the basar and cried, “Ho, 
people of tha city, I am a courier of the King of Outer Hind and 
came with a message to your monarch who still putteth me of 
from a reply. Now the term is past which my master limited to 
me and your King hath no excuse, and ye are witne^cs unto this.” 
When dicsc words reached the King, he sent for that courier and 
aid to him, “O thou that seeketh thine own min, ait thou not the 
bearer of a letter from King to King, between whom are secrets, 
and how cometh it that thou goest forth among the folk and 
publishest Kings* secrets to the vulgar? Verily, thou merftest 
retribution from us, but this we will forbare, for the salcc of 
returning an answer by thee to this fool of a King of tiune: 
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and it befitteth not that any return to him reply but the least of 
the ^ys of the school." Then he sent for the Waiifs son, who 
came and prostrating himself before Allah, offered up prayers 
for the King 's lasting glory and long life: whereupon wird Khan 
threw him the letter, saying, “Read that letter and ivrite me an 
ac^owlcdgment thereof in haste," The boy took the letter and 
read it, smiled; then he laughed; then he laughed aloud and 
asked the I^ng, "Didst thou send for me to answer this letter?" 
"Yes," answered Wird Khan, and the boy said, “O King, me* 
thought thou hadst sent for me on some grave occasion; indeed, 
a lesser than 1 had answered this letter but 'tie thine to command, 
O puissant potentate." C^oth the King, “Write the reply forth' 
right, on account of the courier, for that he is appointed a term 
and we have ddayed him another day." Quoth the boy, "With 
the readiest hearkening and obedience," and pulling out paper 

and inkcase^ wrote as follows:-And Sbahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


ft tuae tlje Jline ^unbreb ^nb Ctnrntp'Sctaenth 

She said. It hath reached me, O au^icious King, that when the 
boy took the letter and read it, he forthright pulled out inkcase 
and paper and wTote as follows:—"In the name of AEah the 
Compassionating, the Compassionate! Peace be upon him who 
hath gotten p^on and deliverance and the mercy of the 
Merciful! But after. O thou w*ho pretendcst thyself a mighty 
King and art but a King in word and not in deed, we give thee 
to know that thy letter hath reached us and we have rc^ it and 
have taken note of that which is therein of absurdities and 
peregrine estravagacces, whereby we are certified of thine ignor¬ 
ance and lU'will to us. Verily, thou hast put out thy hand 
to that whereunto thou canst never reach: and, but that we have 
compassion on Allah^s creatures and the Leges, we had not held 
lack from thee. As for thy messenger, he went forth to the 
maikct'Strccts and pubL^ied the news of thy letter to great and 
small, whereby he merited retaliation from us; but we spared him 
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and remittEd his ofence, of pity for him, seeing that he is 
excusable with thee and not for au^t of respect to thysdf. As 
for that whereof thou roaitest mention in thy letter of the slaying 
of my Waiirs and Olema and Grandees, thta is the truth and this 
I did for a reason that arose with me, and 1 slew not one man of 
learning but there arc with me a thousand of his kind, wiser than 
he and cleverer and wittier^ nor is there with me a child but is 
£lled w'ith knowledge, and I have, in the stead of each of the 
slain, of those who surpass in his kind, what is beyond count. 
Each man of my troops also can cope with an horde of thine, 
whilst, as for monies I have a manufactory that raaketh every 
day a thousand pounds of silver, besides gold, and precious stones 
are with me as pebbles; and as for the people of my possessions 1 
caiinot set forth to thee their goodliness and abundance of means. 
How darcst thou, therefore, presume upon us and say to us, ‘Build 
me a castle amiddlemost the main? Verdy, this is a marvellous 
thing, and doubtless it ariseth from the slightness of thy wit; ft]ir 
hadst thou aught of sense, thou liadst enquired of the beatings of 
the billows and the waftings of the winds. But wrall it otf from 
the waves and the surges of the sea and sdU the winds, and we 
will build thee the castle. Now as for thy pretension that thou wfle 
vanquish me. Allah forfend that such thing should befal and the 
like of thee should lord it over us and conquer our realm! Nay, 
the Almighty hath given me the victory over thee, for that thou 
hast transgressed against me and reb^ed without due cause. 
Know, therefore, that thou hast merited retribution from the Loni 
and from me; but I fear Allah in respect of thee and thy 
subjects^ and will not take horse against thee except after w'amtng. 
Wherefore, an thou also fear Allah, hastH^m to send me this years 
tribute; else will I not turn from my design to nde forth against 
thee with a thousand thousand' and an hundred thousand lighting' 
men, all furious giants on elephants, and 1 will range them round 
about my Waiir and bid him besiege thee three years, tn lieu of 
the three days' delay thou appointedst to thy messenger, and I 
will make my self master of thy dominion, except that I will slay 
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none save thyself abae and take captive therefroDQ nnne but 
thy Haiim.” Then the boy drew bis own portrait in the margin 
of the letter and wrote thereunder the words: ‘“This answer was 
written by the least of the boys of the school." After this he 
sealed it and handed it to the King, who gave it to the courier, and 
the man, after taking it and kissing the King*8 hands w'ent forth 
from Kirn thanking Allah and the Sovran for his royal clemency 
to him and marvelling at the toy’s intelligence. He arrived 
at the court of the ^ng, his master, on the third day after 
the expiration of the term appointed to him, and found 
that he had t^cd a meeting of his oounctl, by reason of the 
failure of the courier to return at the time anpoincedL So he 
went in to the King and prostrating himself Dcfore him, gave 
him the letter. Tim King took it and qoesrioneJ him of the 
cause of his tajryihE and how it w'as with King Wird Khan. 
So he told him all he had seen with his own eyes and heard 
with his own ears; whereat the King’s wit was confounded and 
he said, “'Out on ^cc! What tale is this thou tellest me of the 
like of this King?” Answered the courier, “O mighty monarch, 
here am I m thy presence,* but open the letter and read it, and 
the truth of my speech wiU be manifest to thee.” So the King 
opened the letter and read it and seeing the semblance of the boy 
who had written it, made sure of the loss of his kingdom and vro 
perplexed anent the end of his affair. Then, turning to his Wazits 
and Grandees, he acquainted them with what had occurred and 
read to them the letter, whereat they were affrighted with the 
sorest affright and sought to soothe the King s terror widi words 
that were CjnJy from the tongue, whilst their hearts were tom 
ptecemcal with palpitations of alarm. But Badi’a (the Chief 
Watir) presently said, “Know, O King, that there is no profit 
in that which tuy breather Warirs have proffered, and it is my 
rede that thou write this King a writ and excuse thyself to him 
therein, saying, “I love thee and loved thy father before thee and 
sent thee not this letter by the courier except only to prove thee 
and try thy constancy and see what was in thee of valiancy and 
thy proficiency in matters of pracrick and theorick and skill in 
eni^as and chat wherewith thou art endowed of all perfections. 
So we pray Almighty Allah to bless thee in thy kingdom wd 
strengthen the defences of thy capital and add to thy dominion. 
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since tliou art mindfuj of thyself and nmmgcsc to acccinplish 
every need of thy subjects'. And send it to him by anocber 
courier," Exdaiined the King, "By Allah of All'inightl 'tis 
a marvel of marvels that this man should be a mighty Krng and 
ready for war, alter his slaughter of all the wise men of his 
kingdom and his counscUors and the captains 01 his host and 
that his realm should be populous and prosper after this and 
there should issue therefrom this prodigious power! But the 
marvdousest of all is that the litde ones of its schools should 
return the like of this answer for its King, Verily, of the vile- 
ness of my greed. I have kmdlcd this bre upon mysdf and lieges, 
and 1 know not how 1 shall quench it, save by taking the advice 
of this my Wazir." Accordingly he gat ready a coauy present, 
with eunuchs and slaves ma^old, and wrote the following 
reply, "In the name of Allah the Compassionating, the Com' 
passionate! To proceed; O Glorious King Wird Khan, son of 
my dear brother, Jaliad, may the Lord have mercy on thee and 
continue thee! Thine answer to our letter hath reached us and 
we have read it and apprehended its contents and see therein that 
which gladdcneth us and this is the utmost of that which we 
sought of Allah for thee; so we beseech Him to exalt thy dignity 
and stablish the pillars of thy state and give thee the victory over 
thy foes and those who purpose thee frowardness. Know, O King, 
diat thy father was tny brother and that there were between us 
in his lifetime pacts and covenants, and never saw he from me 
aught save weai, nor ever saw I from him other than good; and 
when he dcceas^ and thou tookest seat upon the throne of his 
kingship, there hetided us the utmost joy and gladness; but, when 
the news reached ue of that which thou didst with thy Wazirs and 
the Notables of thy State, we feared lest the report of thee should 
come to the earn of some King other than ourselves and he should 
presume against thee, for that we deemed thee negligent of thine 
affairs and of the mainteruince of thy defences and neglectful of 
the interests of thy kingdom; so we let write unto thee what 
should arouse thy spirit. But, when we saw that thou return* 
edest us the like of this reply, our heart was set at ease for th«:, 
may Allah give thee enjoyment^ of thy kingdom and stablish 
thee in thy dignity! And so peace be w-ith thee.*' Then he 
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despatched the letter and the prcsaits to Wird Khan with an 
escort of an hundred horse, And Shahrazad perceived the 
dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


mhen tt Ifie .^ine i^ttnhreh anh 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicioos King, that ^e 
monarch of Outer Hind, after making ready his presents, des- 
patched them to King Wird Khan, with an escort of m hund^ 
horse, who fared on till they came to hi? court and saluting him, 
presented letter and gifts. The YSng read the writ and lodged 
the leader of the escort in a befitting place, entreating him with 
honour and accepting the presents he priesentcd . So the n^'.ws of 
this was bruited abroad among the folk and the King rejoiced 
therein with joy exceeding. Then he sent for the boy, the son 
of Shimas, and the Captain of the hundred home; and. entreating 
the young Waiir with honour, gave him the letter to read* * whilst 
he himself blamed the King's conduct to the Captain who kissed 
his hands and made his excuses to him, offering up prayers for 
continuance of his life and the permanence of his prosperity. 
The King thanked him for this and bestowed upon him honours 
and largesse and gave to all his men what Ijefitted them and made 
ready presents to send by them and bade the boy W aur indite 
an answer to tbeir King's letter. So the boy wTote a reply, 
wherein, after an address' beautiful exceedingly, he touched 
biielly on the quesrion of reconciliation and praised the good 
breeding of the envoy and of his mounted men, and showed it, 
when duly finished, to the King who said to him. "Read it, O 
thou dear lx>y, that w*c may know what is written* therein." 
So the boy read the letter in the presence of the hundred horse. 
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and the King and ah present marvehed at ids ordinance of style 
and sense^ Then the King sealed tlie ietter and deliveiing it to 
the Captain of the hundred horse, dismissed him with some of 
his own troops, to escort him as far as the J ronticr of his country. 
The Captain returned, confounded in mind at chat w^hich he had 
seen of the b^'s knowlcd^ and thanking Allah for the speedy 
accoinplishxn^nt oi bis and thi! ^ccepraiice oi p€ac^ to 

the King of Outer Hind. Then going in tu the presence, he 
d^vered the presmts and handed to him the letter, telling him 
what he had seen and heard, whereat the King rejoiced with joy 
exceeding and rendered lauds to bis Lord the Most High and 
honoured the Captain connnending his care and and ad' 
\'ancmg him in rank. And from that hour be woned in peace 
and tranquillity and all happiness. As for King Wird Khan, he 
returned to the paths of righteousness, abandoning his evU ways 
and repenting to AlLih with sincere penitence; and he gave up 
womanising altogether and applied himself wholly to the ordering 
of the affairs of his realm and the governance of his People “ 
fear of Allah. Furthermore, he made the son of Shimas waiir 
in his father s stead, and the chief after himself in his realm and 
keeper of his secrets and hade decorate his capital for seven ^ys 
and likewise the other cities of his kingdom. At this the 
rejoiced and fear and alarm ceased from them and they were ghd 
m the prospect of justice and equity and instant in prayer tor 
the King and for the Minister who from him them md done 
away this trouble. Thtu s^id the King to the What is 

thy rede for the assuring; of the state and the prospering of 
people and the return of the realm iq its aforetime state asjegards 
Captains and Councillors?" Answered the boy, "O King of 
high estate, in my jvidgment it behoveth before all^ that thou begin 
by rending out from thy h^rt the root of wickedness and i^vc 
thy debauchery and tyranny and addiction to women; for^ an th^ 
return to the root of transgressioHi the second backsliding will be 
worse than the firstn" The King a^ked. And what is th^ rMt 
of sinfulness that it behoveth me to root out from my n^rt.^» 
and was answered by the Wa^ir, little of year^ but gt^t of wit^ 
“O King the nxit of wickedness is subfection to the desire of 
women and inclining to them and following their raunscl and 
contrivance: for the love of them changeth the ^undest wit and 
corrupteth the most upright nat\ire> and tnanifct prooH r^r 
witness to my saying, wherein an thou meditate them and roUow 
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thdr actions and consequences with, eyes intent, ttou wilt find a 
loyal coiunsellor against tby own soul and wilt stand in no need 
whatever of my rede. Look* then, thou occupy not thy heart with 
the thought of womankind and do away the trace ot them from 
thy mind, for that AUait the Most High hath forbidden e3£c^ve 
use of them by the mouth of His prophet Moses, so that quoth a 
certain W'isc King to his son, *0 my son, when thou succeedest 
to the kingdom after me, frequent not women overmuch, lest thy 
heart be Ted astray and thy judgment be corrupted; for that 
overmuch commerce with them leadeth to love of them, and love 
of them to corruption of jodgment’. And the proof of dus is what 
befel our Lord Solomon, son of David, (peace be upon the twain 
of them!) w'hom Allah specially endowed with knowledge and 
wisdom and supreme dominion, nor vouchsafed He to any one 
of the Kings his predcoessots the like of that which He gave 
him: and women were the cause of his father's offending. The 
examples of this are many, O King, and 1 do but make mention 
of Solomon to thee for that thou knowest that to none was given 
such dominion is that with which he was invested, so that ail the 
Kings of the earth obeyed him. Know then, O King, that the 
love of women is the root of all evil and none of them hath any 
judgment; wherefore it behoveth a man use them according to 
his need and not incline to them with utter inclination for that 
will case hirn into corruption and perdition. An thou hearken to 
my words, alt thine affairs will prosper; but, an thou neglect 
diem thou w'ilt repent, whems repentance will not profit thee.” 
Answered the King, “Verdy, I have left my whilome inclination 

to women.*'-^And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 

9BIjtn it tDa0 the i^ine iS^unbreh anb Cbitntp*ninth iltghh 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O mights' monarch, that 
Kins Wird Khan said to his Waiir, "Ind^d, 1 have left my 
whilame inclination to women and have altogether renounced tny 
infatuation for them; but how shall I do to punish them in retail' 
ation of their misdeeds? For the slaying of thy sire Shimas was 
of their malice and not of my own will, and I know not what 
ailed my reason that I consented widi their propo^ to slay him.” 
Then He cried, “Ah me!” and groaned and lamented, saying, 
"Well'away and alas for the loss of my Waair and his just judg- 
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merit and admirable administration and for the ioss of his like 
of the Wazirs and Heads of the Jstate and of the goodliness of 
their apt counsels and sagacious!’* **0 King,*' quoth the boy* 
minister, '*Know that the fauk is not with women alone, for th^ 
they are Like unto a pleasing stock in trade, whereto the lusts of 
the lookers-on incline. To whosoever lusteth and buyeth, they 
sdl it, but whoso buyeth not, none forceth him to buy; so that 
the f^t is of him who buyeth, especially if he know the harm' 
fulness of that merchandise. Now, 1 warn thee, as did my sire 
before me, but thou acceptedest not to his counsel." Answered 
the King, *‘0 Waair, indeed 1 have fbted this fault upon myself, 
even as thou hast said, and 1 have no excuse except divine fort* 
ordainment .’* Rejoined the Waair, '“O King, know that Almighty 
Allah hath created us and endowed us withcapabiiity and appointed 
to us freewill and choice; so, if we will, we do, and if we wiU, 
we do not. The Lord commanded us not to do harm, lest sin 
attach to U5; wherefore it befittetb us to take comp: of whatso is 
right to do, for that the Almighty biddeth us naught but good in 
all cases and forbiddeth us only from evil; but whai we do, we do 
of our own d^ign, be it fair or faulty." Quoth the King, "Thou 
sayest sooth, and indeed my fault arose from my surrendering 
myself to my lusts, albeit often and often my better self warned 
me from this and thy sire Shimas also warned me often and often; 
but my Sust overcome my wits. Hast thou tben with thee aught 
that ma y withhold mc from again committing this error and 
whereby my reason may be victorious over the desires of my 
soul?" Quoth the Wazir, "Yes: 1 can teh thee what will restrain 
thee from relapsing into this fault, and it is that thou doff the 
garment of ignorance and don that of understanding, arid disobey 
thy passions and obey thy Lord and revert to the policy of the 
just King thy sire, and fulfil thy duties to Allah the Most High 
and to thy people and apply thyself to the defence of thy faith 
and the promotion of thy subjects' welfare and rule thyself aright 
and forbear the sbfughcer of thy people; and look to the end of 
things and sever thyself from tyranny and oppression and arrogance 
and lewdness, and practise justice, equity and humility and bow 
before the bidding of the Almighty and apply thyself to gentle 
dealing with those of His creatures over whom He set thee and be 
assiduous as it besitteth thee in fulfilling their prayers unto thee. 
An thou be constant herein may thy days be serene and may Allah 
of His mercy pardon tbeg and thee loved and feared of all 
TOL. TX 
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who look on thee; so shall cby ^oe5 be brought to it^ught, for the 
Omnipotent shall rout their hosts and thou shalt have acceptance 
with Him and ol His creatures be dreaded and to them endured." 
Quoth the King, ‘"Indeed thou hast quickened ray vitals and 
illuraiced ray heart with thy sweet speech and hast opened the 
eyes of ray clear-seeing after blindness; and I w resolved to do 
whatso thou hast set forth to rae* with the help of the Almighty, 
leaving my former case of lust and sinfulness and bringing forth 
ray soul from durance vile to deliverance and from fear to safety. 
So it behoveth thee to be joyful hereat and contented, for that 1 
am become to thee as a son, niaugre my more of age, an thou to 
me as a dear father, despite thy tenderness of years, and it hsxh 
become incumbent on me to do mine utmost endeavour in all thou 
commandest me. W^berefore 1 thank the bounty of Allah and 
thy bouncy because He bath vouchsafed me, by thee, fair fottune 
and goodly guidance and just judgment to word off my cark 
and care; and the security of my li^es bath been brought about 
by tliy hand, through the excdlcnGe of thy knowledge and the 
goodliness of thy contrivance. And thou, from this hour, shalt be 
the counsellor of ray kingdom and equal Co myself in all but 
sitting upon the throne; and whatso thou dost shall be law to me 
and none shall disob^ thy word, young in years though thou be. 
for that thou art old in wit and knowledge. So 1 thank Allah who 
deigned grant thee to me, that thou mayst guide me into the way 
of salvation and out of the crooked paths of perdition,’' Quoth 
the Watir, “O auspicious King, know that no merit is due to me 
for gi\'ing thee loyal counsel; for that to succour thee by deed and 
word is one of the things which is incumbent on me, seeing that J 
am but a plant of thy bounty: and not 1 alone, but one before me 
was overwhelmed with thy beneficence; so that we are both alike 
partakers in thy honours and favours* and how shall we not 
acknowledge this? Moreover thou, O King, art our shepherd and 
ruler and he who wartkth off from us our foes, and to whom are 
coramirted our protection and our guardian,constant in endeavour 
for our safety, mdeed, though we hvished our lives in thy service, 
yet should we not fulfil that which is incumbent on tis of gratitude 
to thee; but we supplicate Allah Almighty, who hath set thee over 
115 and made thee our ruler, and beseech Him vouchsafe thee long 
life .md success in all thine enterprises and not to make trial of 
thee with afflictions in thy time, but bring thee to thy desire and 
make thee to be reverenced tdl the day of thy death and lengthen 
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arms in generosity, so thou myst have comsiand over every 
wise jind subdue cv'cry wicked man and all the wise and brave 
be found with thee in thy realm and all the ignorant and cowardly 
be plucked out from thy reign; .and we pra.y Him to withhold 
from thy people scarcity and calamity and sow among them the 
seed of love and friendship and cause them to enjoy ot this world 
its prosperity and of the next felicity, of His grace bounty 
and hidden mercies. Amen!^ For He is over all things Omni' 
potent and there is naught difficult unto Him, to Him all t^hgs 
tend.” When Ae King heard the W'azir's prayer, he mightUy 
rejoiced and inclined to him with his whole heart, saying. Know, 
O Watir, thou art to me in lieu of brother and son and father, and 
naught but death shall divide me from thee. All that my hand 
possesseth thou shale have the disposal of and, if I have no child 
to succeed me, tbou shaJt sit on my throne in my stead; for thou 
art the worthiest of all the folk of my realm, and I will im'CSt thee 
with my Kingship in the presence of the Grandees of my state 
and appoint mee tny heir apparent to inherit the kingdom after 

me, Inshallah!”-And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say> 


iihm it hia^ the J^ine ^unhrrh aiih tPjirtieil) iitglit, 

resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
Wird Kh^n s&id to tins son of Shim^ the whilom £ 
*^Pr£sently 1 wiU nJiHii thes my successor und make the;^ my heir 
apparent: and i will call the Grandees of mine Empire to witni^ 
thereto." Then he summoned liis Secretary and b^e him wnie 
to ^1 the Lords of his land, convoking ^era at his Court, mo 
caused proclamation to be made in his city to all the rcwnsfolk 
great and gmall , bidding ever)’ one of the Emira and ^vemors 
and Chamberlains and other officers and dignitaries to his pres^ce 
as well as the Olema and Literati learned in the law. He held to 
boot a grand Divan and made a banquet, n^’er its like 
anywhere and thereto he bade all the folk, high and l^j _ they 
assembled and abode in merry making, eating and dnnking a 
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monUi j space; after which the King dothed the whole of his 
household and the poor of his Kingdom and bestowed 00 the men 
of knowledge abimdan: largesse. Then he chose out a numbo* of 
the Okma and wise men who were known to the son of Shimas^ 
and caused them go in to him, bidding him choose out of them 
six that he might make them Wazirs under commandment of the 
boy. Accoidmgly he selected six of the oldest of them in yean 
and the best in wits and fullest of lore and the quickest of memory 
and judgment, and presented them to the King, who clad tlmm in 
Waxirial habit saying, “Ye are become my h^isteis^ under the 
commandment of this my Grand Waxir, the son of Shimas. 
Whatsoever he saith to you or biddeth you to do, ye shall never 
and in no wise depart from it, albeit he is the youngest of you 
in years; for he is the eldest of you in intellect and intelligence," 
Then he seated them upon chairs, adorned with gold aKer the 
usage of Waxirs, and appointed to them stjpeuds and allowances, 
bidding them choose out such of the noiabl^ of the kingdom and 
officei^ of the troops present at the banquet as w^ere aptest for the 
service of the state, chat he might make them Captains of tens 
and Captains of hundreds and Cdptains of thousands and appoint 
to them dignities and stipends and asagn them provision, after 
the manner of Grandees. This they did with entire diligence and 
he bade them also handsel all who were present with l^e gifts 
and dismiss them each to his country with honour and imiown; 
he also charged his governors to rule the people with justice and 
enjoined them to be tender to the poor as well as to the rich and 
bade succour them from the treasury, according to their several 
degrees. So the Wazirs wished him permanence of glory and 
continuance of L'fe, and he commanded to decorate the city three 
days, in gratitude to Allah Almighty for merdes vouchsafed to 
him. Suda wag the case with the King and his Waxir, Ibn Shimas, 
in the ordinance of his kingdom through his Emirs and Governors; 
but as regards the favourite women, wives, concubines and others 
who, by their malice and perfidy, had brought about the slaughter 
of the Waxirs and had well nigh ruined the realm, ag soon as the 
Court was dissolved and all the people had depart, each to his 
own place, after their affairs had hem set in order, the King sum¬ 
moned his boV'Minfstcr, the son of Shimas. and the other see 
Waxirs and taking them apart privify, said to them, “Know, O 
Wazire, that I have been a wanderer from the nght way. drowned 
ill ignorance, opposed to admonition, a breaker of facts and 
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promises aod a gainsayer of good ccimsdionsi and the cause of 
al] this 'wis my tong fooled by these women and the wiles wheiO' 
by they beset me and the globing lure of their speech, whereby 
they sauced me to sin and my acceptauce of this, for chat I 
deemed the words of them true and byal counsel, by reason of 
their sweetness and softness; but lo, and behold! they were 
deadly poison. And now I am certihed that they sought but to 
ruin and destroy me, wherefore they deserve punislunent and 
retnbution from me, for |ustice sake, that I may make them a 
warning to whoso will be warned. And what say your just judg' 
dents anent doing them to die?" Answered the boy Wadr, “O 
mighty King, i have already told thee that women are not alone 
to blame, bur that the fault is shared between them and the men 
who hearken to daem. However, they deserve punishment and 
requital for two reasons; firstly for the fulfilment of thy word, 
because thou art the supreme King; and secondly, by reason of 
their presumption against thee and their seducing thee and their 
mcdtmng with that which concemeth them not and whereof it 
befitteth them not even to speak. Wherefore they have nght w-eJl 
deserved death; yet let that which hath befallen them sulSce them, 
and do thou henceforth reduce them to servants* estate. But it is 
thine to command in this and in other than this." Then one of 
the Watirs seconded the counsel of Ibn Shimas; but another of 
them prostrated himself before the King and said to him, "Allah 
prolong the King's life! An thou be indeed resolved to do with 
them that which shall cause their death, do with them as I shall 
say to thee." Asked Wird Khan, "And what is chat?”; and the 
Watir answered, 'Twncre best that thou hid some of thy female 
slaves carry the women who played thee false to the apartmenc, 
wherein befd the slaughter of thy Wacii^ and wnse men and 
imprison them there; and bid that they be provided with a little 
meat and drink, enough to keep life in their bodies. Let them 
never be suffered to go forth of that place, and whenever one of 
them dies, let her abide among them, as she is, till they die all, 
even to the last of them. This is the least of their desert, because 
they were the cause of this great avad; ay, and the origin of all 
the troubles and calamities that have befall^ in our time; so sh^ 
there be verified in them the saying of the Sayer, *Wboso dig' 
geth his brother a pit shall surclv himsdf fall into it, altot of long 
safety he have benrft.’ ” The King accepted the Watir's counsd 
and siding for four stalwart female slaveSj committed the 
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oifeiiilmg women to them, bidding them bear them into the pbcc 
of slaughter and imprison them there and allow them ev^ a 
little coarse food and a link troubled water. They did with them 
as he bade; wherefore the women mourned with sore mourrung, 
repenting them of that which they had done and lamenting with 
grievous bunentation. Thus Allah gave them their reward of 
abjection in this world and prepared for them torment in the world 
to come; nor did they cease to abide in that murky and noisome 
place, whilst every day one or other of them died, till they all 
perished, even to the last of them;’ and the report of this event 
was bruited abroad in all lands and countries. This is the end of 
the story of the King and his Warirs and subjects, and praise be 
to Allah who causeth peoples to pass away, and quickeneth the 
bones that rot in decay; Him who abnc is worthy to be glorified 
and magnified alway and hallowed for ever and aye! And amongst 
the tales they tell is one of 


ABU KIR THE DYER AND ABU SIR THE BARBER. 

There dwelt once, in Aleacandria city, two men, of whom one was 
a dyer, by name Abu Kh, and the other a barber Abu Sir;’ and 
they were neighbours in the maritet-street, where their shops stood 
side by side. The dyer was a swindler and a liar, an exceeding 
wicked wight, as if indeed his head-tempIcs were hewn out of a 
boulder ro^ or fashioned of the threshold of a Jewish synagogue, 
nor was he ashamed of any shameful work he wrought amongst 
the folk. It was his wont, when any brought him doth for 
staining, first to require of him payment under pretence of buying 
dyestuffs therewith. So the customer would give him the wage in 
advance and wend his ways, and the dyer would spend all he 
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received aa meat and drink; after whicb lie would $cll the clodi 
itsdt as soon as ever its ov%'ner turned his back ami waste its worth 
in eating and drinking and what not eJs^ tor he ate not but of the 
daintiest and most dedicate viands nor drank but of the best of 
that which doth away the wit of matL And when the owner of 
the doth came to him, he would say to liiin, “Return to me 
immontiw before sunrise and thou shalt Hnd thy stuff dyed.” So 
the customer would go away, saying to himself , “One day is near 
another day,** and return next day at the appointed time, when the 
dyer would say to him, “Come to-morrow'; yesterday I was not at 
work, for I had with me guests and was occupied with doing what 
their wants required till they went: but to-morrow before sunrise 
come and take thy doth dyed/* So be w'ouH fare forth and 
return on the third day, when Abu Kir would say to him, “Ind^d 
yesterday 1 was ercusahle, for my wife was brought to bed in the 
night and all day I was busy with manifold matters; but to- 
morrow, without fail, come and take thy cloth dyed,” When the 
man came again at the appointed time, he would put him off with 
some other pretence, it mattered litde what, and would swear to 

him;-Snahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 


fiUfitn it thr anH tCtirfp-firfit 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that every tune 
the owner of an article came to the dyer he viTjuld put him off with 
any pretext* and would swear m lum; nor would he cease to 

I nromise and swear to him, as often as he came, till the customer 
oBt patience and said, "How often wilt thou say to me, 
'Tomomiw?' Give me my stuff: I w'ill not have it th'ed/* 
Whereupon the dyer would make answer, ‘*By Allah, O my 
brother, 1 am abashed at thee; but I must tell the truth and may 
Allah harm all who harm folk in their goods!” The other would 
exclaim, *'Tell me what hath happened/* and Abu Kir would 
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reply, for thy stuff I dyed th:it same on matdbk^ wise and 
hung i: on the drying rope but 'twas stolen and i know not who 
stole it.” If the owner of the stuff were of the kindly he would 
say, "Allah w'lll compensate me;" and if he were of the lU-oondi* 
doned, he woidd hatmi him with esposurc and insult, but would 
get nothing of liim, though he complained of him to the jud^. 
He ceased not doing thus till his report was noised abroad among 
the folk and eadv ussed to warn other against Abu Kir who became 
a byword amongst them. So they all held aloof from him and 
none would be entrapped by him save those who were ignorant of 
his character: but, for all this, he failed not daily to suiler insult 
and exposure from Allah’s creatures. By reason of this his trade 
became slack m<] he used to go to the shop of his neighbour the 
barber Abu Sir and sit there, fac^ the dyery and with his eyes 
on the door. Whenever he espied any one who knew him not 
standir^ at the dyery'door, wito a piece of stuff in his hand, he 
w’ould leave the barber's booth and go up to him saying, "What 
seekest thou, O thou?"; and the man would reply, "Take and 
dye me this thing." So the dyer would ask, "What colour wik 
thou have it?" For, with all his knavish tricks his hand \vas in 
all manner of dyes; hut he was ne^'Cr true to any one; wherefore 
poverty had gotten the better of him. Then he would take the 
stuff and say, *'Give me my wage in advance and come ttymorrow 
and take the stuff." So the stranger would advance him the 
money and wend his way: whereupon Abu Kir would carry the 
cloth to the market'street and sell it and with its price buy meat 
and ve^tables and tobacco^ and fruit and what not dse he needed; 
hut, whann'er he saw any one who had given him stuff to dye 
standing at the door of his shop, he would not come forth to him 
or even show himself to him. On this wise he abode years and 
years, till it fortuned one day that he received cloth to dye from a 
man of wrath and sold it and spent the proceeds. The owner 
came to him every day, but found him not in his dtop; for, when' 
ever he espied any one who had claim against liim, he woiJd flee 
from him into the shop of the barber Abu Sir. At last, that angry 
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tnan finding that: be was not to be seen and growing weary of such 
wort, reined to the Kaaj and bringing one of his serjeants to the 
shop, nail^ up the door, in presence oi a number of Moshmis, and 
sealed it, tor that he saw thwein naught save some broken pans of 
earthenware to stand him instead of his stuff; after which the 
Serjeant took the key, saying to the neighboiirs, him to bring 
back this man's doth then come to me’' and take his shop key;” 
sod went his way, he and the man. Then said Abu Sir to Abu 
Kir, * * What ill business is this?" Whoever bringech thee aught 
thou losest it for him. What hath become of this angrj' man's 
AiMwered the d>'er, "0 my neighbour, 'twas stolen from 
me.” “Prodigious!” exclaimed the barli^. "’'ATienes'cr any one 
giveth thee aught, a thief stealeth it from thee! An thou then 
the m^ing'place of every rogue upon town? But I doubt me 
thou liest: so tell me the truth." Replied Abu Kir, "O my 
neighbour, none hath stolen aught from me." Asked Abu Sir, 
What then dost thou with the people's property?”; and the 
dyer answered, "WTienevcr any one giveth me au^t to dye. I sell 
it and spend the price.” Quoth Abu Sir, "Is this permitted thee 
of Allah?" and <^uoth Abu Kir, ‘T do this only out of poverty, 
because business is slack with me and I am poor and have 
nothing,”* And he went on to complain to him of the dulness 
of his trade and his lack of means. Abu Sir in like manner 
lamented the little profit of his own calling, sajhng, ”1 am a 
master of my craft and have not my equal in this city; Isut no one 
cometh to me to be poUed, because I am a pauper; and I loathe 
this art and mystery, O my brother." Abu Kir replied, "And I 
also loathe my own craft, by reason of its slackness; bu^ O my 
brother, what call is there for our abiding in this town? Let us 
depart from it, I and thou, and solace ourselves in the lands of 
mankind, carrying in our hands our crafts which are in demand all 
the world o^'er; so shall we breathe the air and rest from this 
grievous trouble." And he ceased not to commend travel to 
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Abu Sir, till the barber became wishful to set out: so they aereed 

upon their route,-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn oi day 

and ceased to say her pemucted say. 


ISbtn it tlje .^ine ^unhrch anb lEhfttp-sccoidi 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious that Abu 
Kir ceased not his pratses of wayfaring to Abu Sir till the barber 
became w'lshful to depart: so ihey agreed upon their route, at 
which decision Abu Kir rejoiced and improvised these lines, 

“Lcaw thy hoiri^ for aibimd an woiJdst rtsr ot\ * And tn%icl 
beiicfits fivc’^fcld riscj 

THt fioothtng of iiid winning of brrah * Knowledge, reuimera and 

rorrrm gfTg With gTJod nuetl iLtld WlSCi 

An they Say that in travel are travail and care^ • And di^tmidn of friends 
and much hardship that 

Y«t to gEnctniia youth death is hettee than Ufe * In the hnufie of contempt 
betwixt haters and spics,*^ 

When they agreed to travel together Abu Kir said to Ahu Sir, “O 
my neighbour, we are become brethren and there is no difference 
between us, so it behoveth us to redte the Fatihah’ that he of us 
who gets work shall of his gain feed him who is out of work, and 
whatever is left, we will lay in a ch^t; and when we return to 
Alexandria, we will divide it fairly and etjuaUy." “So be it, 
replied Abu Sir, and they repeated the Opening Chapter of the 
Koran on this understanding. Then Abu Sir locked up his shop 
and gave the key to its owner, whilst Abu Kir left his door locked 
and sealed and let the key lie with the Karims serjeant: after which 
they took their baggage arjd embarked on the tnonow in a galleon^ 
upon the salt sea. They set sail the same day and fortune attended 
them, for, of Abu Sirs great good luck, there was not a barber in 
the ship albeit it carried an hundred and twenty men, besides 
captain and crew. So, when they loosed the sails, the barber said 
to the dyer, “O my brother, this is the sea and we shall need meat 
and drink; we have but little provaunt with us and laply the 
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vo>'age will be long upon us; wherefore methinks I wiH shoulder 
my budget and pass among the passengers, and may be some one 
will say to me, 'Coroe hither, O barber, and shave me/ and I will 
shave him for a scone or a silver bit or a draught of water; so 
shall we profit by this, 1 and thou too." ‘"There's no harm in 
that," replied the dyer and laid down hi’s head and slept, whilst 
the barbCT took, his gcair and w'atertasse* * and throwing o\'er his 
shoulder a rag, to serve as napkin (because be was pour), passed 
among the passengers. Quoth one of them, “Ho, master, come 
and shave me." So he shaved him, and the man gave him a half' 
dirham;® whereupon quoth Abu Sir, “0 my brother, I have no 
use for this bit; hadst thou giv^ me a scone "twcre more blessed 
to me in this sea, for 1 have a shipaaate and we are short of pro' 
vision." So he gave him a loaf and a ^oe of cheese and filled nim 
the tasse with sweet water. The baiher carried all this to Abu 
Kir and said, “Eat the bread and cheese and drink the water." 
Accordingly he ate and drank, whilst Abu Sir again took up his 
shaving gear and, tasse in hand and rag on shoulder, went round 
about the deck among the passengers. One roan he shaved for 
two scones and another for a bittock of cheese, and he was in 
demand, fciecause there was no*othcr barber on board. Also he 
bargained Mcith every one who said to him, "Ho, master, shave 
mel" for two loaves and a half dirham, and they gave him what' 
cv'er besought, so that, by sundown, he had collected thirty loaves 
and thirty silvers with store of cheese and olivnes and botargoes.* 
And besides these he got from the passengers whatever he 
asked for and was soon in possession of things galore. Amongst 
the rest he shaved the Captain,* to whom he complained of his 
lack of victual for the voyage, and the skipper said to him, "Thou 
arc welcome to bring thy comrade every night and sup with me 
and have no care for that so long as ye sail with us." Then be 
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returned to tbe dyer, whom he found askep; £0 be roused hitn; 
and when Abu Kir awoke, he saw at his head an abundance of 
bread and cheese and oiives and bocargoes and said, ''Whence 
gottest thou aU this?" “From the bounty of Allah Almighty," 
replied Abu Sir. Then Abu Kir would have fallen to, but the 
barber said to him^ “Eat not of this, O my brother; but leave it 
to serve us another time; for know that I shaved the Captain and 
complained tn him of our lack cf victual; whereupon quoth be, 
'Welcome to thee! Bring thy comrade and sup both of ye with me 
every night.’ And this ni^t we sup with him for the first time,” 
But Abu Kir repbed, "My head goedi round with sca'sickncss 
and J cannot rise from my stead; so Let me sup off these things 
and fare thou alone to the Captain." Abu Sir replied, "There is 
no harm in that;" and sat looking at the other as he ate, and 
saw him hew off gobbets, as the quarryman hcweth stone from 
the hill quarncs and gulp ^em down with the gulp of an el^hanc 
which hath not eaten for days, bolting another mouthful ere he 
had swallowed the previous one and glaring the while at that 
which was before him with the glowering of a Ghui, blowing 
and blowing as bloweth the hungry bull over his beans and 
bruised straw\ Presently up came a sador and said to the 
barber, "O craftsmaster, the Captain biddeth thee come to supper 
and bring thy comrade/’ Quoth die barber to the dyer, "Wilt 
thou come with us?"; but quoth he, "1 cannot walk/’ So the 
barber went by himself and found the Captain sitting before a tray 
whereon were a score or more of dishes and all the company were 
awaiting him and his mate. When the Captain saw him he 
asked, "Where is thy friend?"; and Abu Sir answered, "O my 
lord, he is sea'sick." Said the skipper, "That will do him no 
harm; his sickness will soon pass off; but do thou carry him his 
supper and come back, for we vmy for thee/' Then he set apart 
a porringer of Kababs and putting therein some of each dish, till 
there was enough for ten. gave it to Abu Sir, saying, "Take this 
to thy chum/’ He took it and carried it to the dyer, whom he 
found grinding away with his dog'tcetb* at the food which was 
before him, as he were a camd, and heaping mouthful on mouth¬ 
ful in his hurry. Quoth Abu Sir, "Did I not say to thee. 
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*£at not of this'? Indeed the Captain is a kiiidly man. See what 
he hath sent thee^ for ihat 1 told mm thou wast sea^sick,** “Give 
It here,'” cried the dyci. So the barber gave him the pUtcer^ and 
he snatched it from him and fell upon his food, ravening for it 
and resembling a grinning dog or a ra^g lion or a Rukb pouncing 
on a pigeon or one welTnigh dead for hunger who sedng meat 
falls ravenously to eat. Then Abu Sir left him and going back to 
the Captain, supped and enjoyed himself and drank coffee' with 
himj after which he rerumed to Ahu Kir and found that he had 
eaten all that was in the porringer and thrown it aside, empty, 

-^And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 
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She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Abu Sir returned to Abu Kir he saw chat he had eaten all that 
was in the porringer and had thrown it aside empty. So he took 
it up and gave it to one of the Captain s servants, then went back 
to Abu Kir and slept till the tnoming. On the morrow he 
continued to shave, and all he got by way of meat and dnok he 
gave to his shipmate, who ate and drank and sat still, rising not 
save to do what none could do for him, and every night the barber 
brought him a full porringer from the Captain* *s table. They 
fared thus twenty days until the galleon cast anchor in the 
harbour of a dty; whereupon they tioik leave of the appear and 
landing, entered the town and hired them a closet in a Khan. Abu 
Sir furnished tt and buying a ctwking pot and a platter and 
spoons’ and what else they needed, fet^ed meat and cooked it; 
but Abu Kir fell asleep the moment he altered the Caravansera i 
and awoke not till Ahu Sir aroused him and set the tray of foo d’ 
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before him. When he awoke, he ate and saying to Abu Sir, 
‘“‘Blame me not, for I am giddy," fell asleep a^in. Thus he did 
forty days, whilst, every day, die barber took his gear and makinfi 
the round of the cit>\ wTought for that which fell to his lot,‘ and 
returning, found the djTsr aslrep and aroused him. The tnoment 
he awoke he fell ravenously upon the food, eating as one who 
cannot have his fill nor be satished; after which he w'ent asleep 
a gain . On this wise he passed other forty days and whenever the 
barber said to him, “Sit up and be cotufortabk^ and go forth 
and take an airing in the dey, for 'tis a gay place and a pleasant 
and hath not its equal among tlie dries," he would reply, “Blame 
me not, for 1 am giddy." Abu Sir cared not to hurt his feelings 
nor give him hard words; but, on the forty'Hrst day, he himself 
fell sick and could not go abroad; so he engaged the porter of 
the Khan to serve them both, and he did the needful for dicni 
and brought them meat and drink whilst Abu Kir would do 
nothing but eat and sleep. The man ceased not to wait upon 
them on this wise for four days, at the end of which time the 
barber's malady redoubl&l on him, till he lost his senses for stress 
of sickness; and Abu Kir, fading the sharp pangs of hunger, arose 
and sought in his comrade’s clothes, where he found a thousand 
sdver bits. He took them and, sbutring the door of the closet 
upon Abu Sir, fared forth without telling any; and the doorkeeper 
was then at market and thus saw him not go out. Presently Abu 
Kir betook himself to the bazar and clad himself in costly clothes, 
at a price of five hundred kalf'dirhams; then he proceeded to walk 
about the streets and divert himself by viewing the dty which he 
found TO be one whose like was not among cities; but he noted 
that all its citizens w'ere clad in clothes of white and blue, without 
other colour. Presently he came to a dyer's and seeing naught 
Injt blue in his shop, pulled out to him a kerchief and said, ”0 
master, take this and dye it and win thy wage,'* Quoth the dyer, 
"The cost of dyeing this will be tw'cnty dirhams” and quoth Abu 
Kir, ”In our country we dye It for two." “Then go and dye it in 
your own oountryi As for me, my price is twenty dirhams and I 
will not bate a little thereof.” “What colour wdt thou dye it?" 
“I w'ill dye It Hue.” “But I want it dyed red.” “I know not 
how to dii’e red.” 'Then dye it green." “I know not how to dye 
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green.” “Yellow," "Nor yet yellow." Thereupon Abu Kir 
went on to name the different tints to him, one after other, 
till the dyer said, “We are here in this dty forty master' 
dyers, not one more nor one less; and when one of us dieth, 
we tOLch his son the craft. If he leave no son, we abide lacking 
one, and if he leave two sons, we teach one of them the craft, and 
if he die, we teach his brother. This our craft is strictly ordered, 
and we know how to dye but blue and no other tint whatsoever." 
Then said Abu Kir, "Know that I too am a dyer and wot how to 
dye all colours; and I would have thee take me into thy service 
on hire, and I will teach thee everything of my art, so thou mayst 
glory therein over all the company of dyers." But the dyer 
answered, "We never admit a stranger into our craft," Asked 
Abu Kir, "And what if 1 open a dyery for myself?"; w'hereto the 
other answered, “We w'tll not suffer thee to do that on any wise;'* 
whereupon he left him and going to a second dyer, made him the 
like prDposal; but he returned lum the same answer as the first; 
and he ceased not to go from one to other, till he had made the 
round of the whole forty masters; but they would not accept him 
either to master or apprentice. Then he repaired to the 5ha)^h 
of the Dyers and told him what had passed, and he said, "We 
admit no strangers into our craft," Ifereupon Abu Kir became 
exceeding wroth and going up to the King of that dty, made com' 
plaint to him, saying, “O King of the age, I am a stranger and a 
dyer by trade'*; and he told him whatso had passed between him' 
and the dyers of the town, adding, "I can dye various kinds 
of red, such as rose'Colour and fujubd'OCiiour' and various hinds 
of green, such as grass'green and pistachiO'green and alive and 
parrot‘s w'ing, and various kinds of black, such as coal'black and 
Kohl'black, and various shades of ychow, such as orange and 
lemon'oolour," and w'enc on to name to him the rest of the colours. 
Then said be, “O King of the age, all the dyers in diy city can not 
turn out of hand any one of these tincts, for they know not how to 
dye aught but blue; yet will they not admit me amongst them, 
either tomasterorappren tioe.” Answered the King,' "Thou sayst 
sooth for that matter, but I will open to thee a dyery and gwe thee 
capital and have thou no care anent them; for whoso offerech to 
do thee let or hindrance, I will hang him o\’er his shopdoor," 
Then he sent for builders and said to diem, "Go round about the 


* Arab. "'XInnlbi"“T«£wecci tinik ytlto* ioJ ftd. 



144 


Alt Layiam wa Laviah. 


city with this inaster'dycr^ and whatsoever place pleaseth him, 
be it ^op or Khan or what not, turn out its occupier and fauiki 
him a dyery after his wish. Whatsoever he biddeth that do ye 
and oppose him not in augji^-" And lie clad him in a handsome 
and gave him two white slaves to serve hitOj and a horse with 
housings of brocade and a thousand dinars, saying, “Expend this 
upon diyself against the building be complete.*' Accordingly 
Abu Kir donned the dress and mounting the horse, became as be 
were an Emir, Moreover the King assigned him a house and 

bade fumi^ it; so they furnished it for him.-And Shahrazad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say, 


iSfin) ft toas ttie ^ine f&unhtth anh ^hitip-fdurth ilish*. 

She resumed, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
t^g ass^ed a house to Abu Kir and Isade furnish it and he took 
up abcKie therein. On the morrow he mounted and rode 
through the city, wbilsc the architects went before him; and he 
looked about him till he saw a place which pleased him and said, 
“This stead is seemly;” whereupon they turned out the owner 
and carried him co the King, wno gave him as the price of his 
holding, what contented him and more. Then die bunders fell to 
work, whilst Abu Kir said to them, “Build thus and thus and do 
this and that,” till they built him a dyery that had not its like; 
whereupon he presented himself before the King and informed 
htm that they had done building the dyery and that there needed 
but the price of the dyo'seuffs and gear to set it going. Quoth the 
King, “Take diese four thousand dinars to thy capital and let me 
see me first fruits of thy dyery.” So he took die money and went 
to the market where, fining dye-stuffs’ plentiful and weU-iugh 
worthless, he bought all he needed of materials for d]^g; and 
the King sent him five hundred pieces of stuff, which he set 
hi'ms gli to dye of all colours and then he spread them before the 
door of his dyery. When the folk passed by the shop, they' saw 
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a wonder-sagbc whose like they had ne\'er in their lives eeei; so 
they crowdal about the entrance, enjoying the spectacle and qu^ 
cioning the dyer and saying, ^‘'O master, what arc the names of 
these colours?" Quoth he, “This is red and that yellow and the 
other green" and so on, naming the rest of the colours, ^^d they 
fell to bringing him longcloth and saying to him, "Dy® ^ 
like this and war and take what hire thou seekest.' When he 
had made an end of dyeing the King's stuffs, he took them and 
went op w'irfi them to die Divan: and when the King saw' them 
he rejoiced in them and bestowed abundant bounty on ^e dyer. 
Furthermore, all the troops brought him stuiTs, sayin^g, "Dye for 
U 5 thus and Aus;" and he dyed for them to their liking, and they 
threw him gold and siIvct. After this his tame spread abroad and 
his shop was r_aflgd the Sultan's D)'ery. Good came in to him. at 
every dixi’ and none of the other dyers could say a word to him, 
but they used to come to him kissing his hands and excusing 
thcmselv'es to him for past affronts ^ey had offered him and 
saying, '“Take us to thine apprentices." But he would none of 
them for he had become the owtict of black slaves and Iiandmaids 
and had amassed store of wealth. On this wise fared it with Abu 
Kir; but as regards Abu Sir, after the closet door had been locked 
on hiTt> and his money had been stolen, he abode prostrate and 
unconscious for three successive day's, at the end of which the 
Concierge of the Khan, chancing to look at the door, observed 
that it was locked and bethought himseli that he had not seen and 
heard aught of the two companions for some time. So he said in 
his mind, “Haply they have made off, without paying rent,' or 
pethaps they are dead, or what is to do with them? And he 
waited till sunset, when he went up to the door and beard the 
barber groaning within. He saw the key in the lock: so he 
opened the dtxir and entering, found Abu Sir lying, gnwning, and 
said to him, “No harm to ^cet where is thy friend?" Replied 
Abu Sir, "By Allah, 1 came to my senses only this day and called 
out; but none answ'ered ray call Allah upon thee, O my brother, 
look for die purse under my head and take from it five half' 
dir h a m ^ and buy me somewhat nourishing, for I am sore 
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anhungered.'' The porter put out his hand and taking the purse, 
found ic empty and said to the barber, “The purse is empty; there 
is nothiag in it." Whereupon Abu Sir kne^' that Abu Kh" had 
token that which was therein and had Qod and be asked the 
porter, “Hast thou not seen my friend?" Answered the door' 
keeper, "1 have not seen hiin these three days; and indeed 
methought you had departed, thou and be." The barber cried, 
"Not so; but he coveted my money and took it and tied seeing 
me sick-" Then he fell a-weeping and a'woiling but the door' 
keeper said to him, "No harm shall befal thee, and Allah will 
requite him his deed." So he went away and cooked him some 
broth, whereof he ladled out a plateful and brought it to 
him; nor did he cease co tend him and maintam him with 
his own momes for two months' space, w'ben the barber 
sweated' and the Almighty made him whole of his sickness. 
Then lie stood up and said to the porter, '^‘An ever the Most 
High Lord enable me, I will surely requite thee of thy kindness to 
me; hut none requiteth save the Lord of His hountyP 
Answered the porter, "Praised be He for thy recovery! I dealt 
not thus with tnee but of desine for the face of Allah ^e Bounti' 
fill." Then the baiher went forth of the Khan and threaded the 
market'Streets of the town, till Destiny brought him to the bazar 
wherein was Abu Kir's dyery, and he saw the vari-coloured stuffs 
dispread before the shop and a jostle of folk crowding co look 
upon them. So he questioned one of the townsmen and asked 
him, "What place is this and how cometh it that I see the folk 
crowding together?": whereto the man answered, saying, "This 
is the Si^tan's Dyery, which he sec up for a foreigner Abu Kir 
bight; and whenever he dyeth new stuff, we all So^ co him and 
divert ourselves by gazing upon his handiwork, for we have no 
dyers in our bnd who know how to stain with these colours; and 
indeed there hefet him with the dyers who are in the city that 
which befel."~ And he went on to tell h™ all that had passed 
between Abu Kir and the master'dyers and how he had com¬ 
plained of them to the Sultan who took him by the hand and 
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built him that dyery and give him this and that: brief, he 
counted to him all that had occurred. At this the barber rejoiced 
and said m himself, “Praised be Allah who hath prospered 
him, so that he is become a master of his craft! And the man is 
excusable, for of a surety lie hath been diverted fram thee by Im 
work and hath forgotten thee; but thou actedst kindly by him 
and entreatedst him generously, what time he was out of work; 
eo, when he seeth thee, he will rejoice in thee and ^treat thee 
gencroudy, even as thou entreated^ him.” According he m^de 
Tor the door of the dyery and saw Abu Kir seated on a high 
matuess spread upon a bench beside the doorway, clad in roj^ 
apparel and attended by four blackamoor slaves and four white 
M^elukes all robed in the richest of raiment. Moreover, he saw 
the wortinenj ten negro slaves, standing at wort; for^ when 
Kir bought them, he taught them the craft oi dydng and he 
himself sat amongst his cushions, as he w^ere a Grand Waiir or a 
mighty monar^ putting his hand to naught, but only saying to 
the men “Do this and do that." So the barber went up to him 
and stood before him, deeming he wotdd rejoice in him wjen he 
saw him and salute him and entreat him with honour and make 
much of him; but, when eye fell upon ey^ the said to him, 
“O scoundrel, how many a time haSiTe I bidden mcc s^d not at 
the door of the workshop? Hast thou a mind to disgraw 
with the folk, thief’ that thou art? Seiie him.” So the black¬ 
amoors ran at him and laid hold of him; and the dyer rose up 
from his seat and said, *‘Throw him “ Accordingly they threw 
him down and Abu Kir took a stick and dealt him an hundred 
strokes on the back: after which they turned him over and he 
him other hundred blows on bis belly. Then he said to him U 
scoundrel, O viUian, if ever again 1 see thee standing at the door 
of this dyery, I will forthwith send thee to the king, and he wiU 
commit thee to the Chief of Police, that be may strike thy neck. 
Begone, may Allah not bless thee!" So Abu Sm ^parted tmm 
him, broken-hearted by reason of the bea^g and shamc^t had 
betided him; whilst the bystanders asked Abu Kir. What hath 
this man done?” He answered, “The feUow is a thief who 

stcaleth the stuffs of folk."-And Shahracad percaved the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 
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Sl^en It ttt i^tne Ji^nnbreti atib 

She Sctid, It hath reached me, O atiapicious King, that when Abu 
Kir beat Abu Sir and thrust liim forth be said to thcise present, 
^'He is a thief who stealetb the stuffs of folk; he hath robbed me 
of doth, how many a time! and 1 still said in mysdf, ‘Allah 
foirave him!* He is a poor man; and I cared not to deal roughly 
wim him; so 1 used to give my cusromers the worth of didr 
goods and forbid him gently; but he would not be forbidden: 
and if he come again, I will send him to the King, who will 
put him to death and rid the popple of his misenkf." And 
the bystanders fell to abusing the barber after his back was turned. 
Such was the behaviour of Abu Kir; but as regards Abu Sir, he 
returned to the Khan, where he sat pondering that which the dyer 
had done by him and he remained seated till tlie burning of the 
beating subsided, when he went out and walked about the markets 
of the city. Presently, he bethought him to go to the Hammam- 
bath ; $0 he said to one of the townsfolk, “O tny brother, which is 
the way to the Baths?” Quoth the man, “And what manner of 
thing may the Baths be?” and cruoth Abu Sir, ** 'Tis a place 
where people wash themselves ana do aw'ay their dirt and defils' 
ments, and it is of the best of the good things of the world/* 
Replied the townsman, “Get thee to the sea,” but the barber 
rejoined, “I want the Hammam-baths," Cried the other, “Wc 
know not what manner of thing is the Hammam, for wc all resort 
to the sea; even the King, when he would wash, betaketh himself 
to the sea/' When Abu Sir was assured that mere was no bath 
in the dty and that the folk knew not the Baths nor the fashion 
thereof, he betook himself to the iGng's Di^'an and kissing ground 
between his bands called down blessings on him and said, "1 am 
a stranger and a Bath-man by trade, and I entered thy city and 
thought to go to the Hammam; but found not one therein. How 
cometh a dty of this comely quality to lack a Hammam, seeing 
that the bath is of the highest of the delights of this world?" Quoth 
the King, "'What manner of thing is the Hammam?'* So Abu Sir 
proceeded to set forth to him the quality of the bath, saying, “Thy 
capita] will not be a perfect city till there be a Hammam thercih/' 
“Welcome to thee!" said the King and clad him in a dress 
that bad not its like and gave him a horse and two blackamoor 
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slaves, presently adding four handmaids and as many white 
Mamdukes; he aha appointed him a furnished house and 
honoured him yet more abundantly than he had honoured the 
dyer. After this he sent builders with bim saying to them, 
'"Build him a Kammatn in what place soever shall please him." 
So he took them and went with them through the midst of the 
city, til] he saw a stead that suited him. He pointed it out to 
the builders and they sec to work, whilst be directed them, and 
they w’rought till they budded him a Hammam that had not its like. 
Then he hade them paint it, and they painted it randy, so that it 
was a ddight to the beholders; after w'hich Abo Sir went up to 
the King and cold hiin that they had made an end of budding and 
decorating the Hammam, adding, "Tlicre lacketh naught save 
the furniture.” The King gave him ten thousand dinars where- 
w-ith he furnished the Bath and ranged the napkins on the ropes; 
and all who passed by the dour stared at it and their mind was 
confounded at jt& decorations. So the people crowded to this 
spectacle, whose like they had never in their lives seen, and solaced 
themselves by staring at it and saying, '^What is this thing?" 
To which Abu Sir replied, "This is a Hammam;” and they 
marvelled thereat. Then he heated water and set the hath a- 
working,' and he made a jetting fountain in the great basin, which 
ravished the wit of all who saw it of the people of the city. 
Furthermore, he sought of the King ten MamHukes not yet come 
to manhood, and he gave him ten boys like moons; whereupon 
Abu Sir pixK:ecdcd to shampoo them, saying, ”Do in this wise 
with the bathers." Then he burnt perfumes and sent out a crier 
to cry aloud in the dty, saying, "O creature of Allah, get ye to 
tlie Baths which be c^ed the Sultan's Hammam!" So the heges 
came thither and Abu Sir bade tlie slave-boys wash their bodies. 
The folk went down into the tank and coming forth, seated them' 
selves on the raised pavement, whdst the boys shampooed them, 
even as Abu Sir had taught them; and they continued to enter 
the Hammam and do thdr need dierein gratis and go out, without 
paying, for the space of three days. On the fourth day the barber 
invited the King, who took horse with his Grandees and rode to 
the Baths, where he put off his cktthes and entered; then Abu 
Sir came in to brm and rubbed his body with the bag-gloves, 
peding from his skin dirt-roUs like kmp-wicks and shewing them 
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to the King, who rejoiced therein* * and dapping his liand upon 
his limbs heard them ring again for very smcx>diness and deanli- 
ness*: after which thorough washing Abu Sir mingled rose-water 
with the water of the tank and the King went down therein. 
When he came forth* his body was refreshed and he felt a light' 
ness and liveliness such as he had never known in his life. Then 
the barber made him dt on the dais and the boys proceeded to 
shampoo bim ^ whilst the censers fumed with the hnest lign-aloes." 
Then sard the King, “O master is t h i s the Hammam?”; and Abu 
Sir said, “Yes." Quoth the King, “As my head hveth, my dty 
is not become a dty indeed but by this Bath," pnKcntly adding, 
“But what pay takest thou for each person?” Quoth Abu Sir, 
“That which thou biddest will I take;” whereupon the King cried, 
'Take a thousand gold pieces for every one who washeth in thy 
Hanunam.” Abu Sir, however, said, “Pbrdon, O King of the 
age! All men are not alike, but there are amongst them rich 
and poor, and if 1 take of each a thousand dinars, the Hammam 
will stand empty, for the poor man r^nnot pay this price.” Asked 
the King, "How then wilt thou do for the price!”; and the barber 
answered. “1 will leave it to their generosity.^ Each who can 
afford aught shall pay that which his soul grudgeth not to give, 
and we will take from e\'ery man after the measure of his means. 
On this wise will the folk come to us and he who is wealthy shall 
give according to his station and he who is wealthdess shall give 
what he can afford. Under such condition the Hammam wiU still 
be at work and prosper exceedingly; but a thousand dinars is a 
Monarch's gift, and not every man can avail to this.” The Lords 
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of the Realm confirmed Abu Sir’s words, saying, “This is the 
truth. O King of the ageT Tfunkest thou that aU folk are like 
unto thee, O glorious King^?” The King replied. “Ye say sooth; 
but this man is a stranger and poor and ’tis incumbent on us to 
deal generously with him, for that he hath made in our city this 
Hammam whose like we have never in our lives seen and without 
^ich our cit>' were not adorned nor bath gotten importance; 
wherefore, an we favour him with increase of f^oe 'cw5l not be 
much.” But the Grandees said, "An ibou wilt guerdon him be 
generous with thine own monies, and let the Kmgs bounty be 
extended to the poor by means of the low price of the Hammam, 
so the li^es may bless thee; but, as for the thousand dinars, we 
arc the Lords of thy Land^ yet do our souls ^udge to pay it; and 
how then should the poor be pleased to afford it?” Quoth the 
King, O my Grandees^ for this time let each of you give him an 
hundred dinars and a Mameluke, a slave girl and a btadtamoar;” 
and quoth they. “ 'Tis well; we will give it; but after t(yday 
whoso entereth shall give him only what he can afford, without 

S udging.” "No harm in that," said the King; and ibey gave 
m the -thousand gold pieces and three chattels. Now the 
number of the Nobles who were washed with the King that da.y 

was four hundred souls;-^And Shahrazad perceived the ^wn 

of day and ceased saying her pennitted say. 


BBhtn it to the S^nhreh anh Ch'^tf-Bixt^ 

She continued, It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that the 
number of the Nobles w'ho were washed with the King that day 
four hundred souk; so that the total of that whidi they gave 
him was forty thousand dinars, besides four hundred Mamel^^ 
and a l^e number of negn^ and slave-girk.* * Moreover the Kmg 
gave him ten thousand dinars, besides ten white slaves and ten 
hand'maidens and a like number of blackamoors; whereupon 
co^g forward Abu Sir kissed the ground before him and said, 
O auspidous Sovereign, lord of justice, what place will contain 
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me all women and slaves?" Quoth the ICing, O weak o 
wit, I bade not my nobles deal thus with thee but that we mi^t 
gaAer together unto thee wealth galore; ior may be thou wilt 
&rthbk thee of thy country and family and repme for them and 
be minded to return to thy mother'land; so shalt thou take from 
our country muchcl of money to maintain thyself withal, what 
while thou livese m thine own country.* *' And quoth Abu Sir, 
“O King of the age, (Allah advance thee!) these white slaves and 
women and negroes bdit only Kings and hadst thou ordered me 
ready money, it were more profitame to me than this army; for 
they must eat and drink and dre^ and whatever betideth me of 
wealth, it will not suffice for their support/’ The King lauded 
and said, “By Allah thou speakest sooth! They arc indeed a 
mighty host, and thou hast not the wherewithal to ma i n tain them; 
but wilt thou sell them to me for an hundred dinars a head?" 
Said Abu Sir, “I sell diem to thee at that price/* So the King 
sent to his treasurer for the coin and he brought it and g^ve Abu 
Sir the whole of die price without abtitcment* and in full tale; 
after which the King restored the slaiTcs to thdr owners, saying, 
“l^t each of you wlw ktioweth his slaves take them; for they are 
a gift from me to you/" So they obeyed his bidding and took 
each what belonged to him; whilst Abu Sir said to the King, 
“Allah ease thee, O King of the age, even as thou hast ea^ me 
of these Ghuls, whose bellies none may fill sa\’C Allah'!" The 
King Liughed, and said he spake sooth; then, taking the Grandees 
of bis Realm from the Hammam returned to hk palace; but the 
barber passed the night in counting out bk gold and laying it up 
in bags and scaling them; and he had with him twenty black 
slaves and a like number of Mamelukes and four slave girls to 
sen'e him. Now wlien morning morrowed, he opened the 
Hammam and sent out a crier to cry, saying, "Whoso entereth ^e 
Baths and waaheth shall give that whidi he can afford and which 
his generosity requireth him to give/' Then he seated him^f 
by the pay-chest^ and customers Qtxked in upon him, each putting 
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down chat which was easy to him, nor had e^’entide evened ere the 
chest was full of the good gifts of Allah the Most High. Presently 
the Queen desired to go to the Hammam, and when this came to 
Abu Sirs kiiowledre,lie divided the day on her account into two 
parts, appointing mat between dawn and ncxiii co men and char 
between midday and sundown to women.’ As soon as the Queen 
came, he stationed a handmaid behind the pay-chest; for he had 
taught four slave-girls the service of the Hamm am, so that they 
w'ere become expen hathwomen and tire-women. When the Queen 
entered, this pleased her and her breast waxed broad and she laid 
down a thousand dinars. Thus his report was noised abroad in 
the city, and all who entered the bath he entreated with honour, 
were they rich or poor; good came in upon him at every door and 
he made acquaintance with the royal guards and got him friends 
and intimates. The King himself used to come to iiim one day in 
every week, leaving with him a thousand dinars and the ocher days 
were for rich and poor alike; and be was wont to deal courteously 
with the folk and use them with the utmost respect. It chanced 
that the King’s sea-captain came in to Him one day in die hath; 
so Abu Sir did off bis dress and going in with him, proceeded to 
shampoo him and entreated him with exceeding courtesy. When 
he came forth, he made tiim sherbet and coffnie; and when he 
would have given him somewhat, be swore that he would not 
accept from him aught. So the captain was under obligation to 
him, by reason of his exceeding kindness and courtesy and was 
perplexed how to requite the bath-man bis generous dealing. 
Thus fared it with Abu Sir; but as regards Abu Kir, hearing all 
the people recounting wonders of the Baths and saying, “Verily, 
this Hammam is the Paradise of this world! InshaJl^. O such an 
one, thou shall go with us to-morrow to this ddighttul hath," he 
said to himself, "Needs must 1 fare like the rest of the world, and 
see thfa bath that hath taken folk’s wits." So he donned his 
richest dress and mounting a she-muk and bidding the attendance 
of four white stav^ and tour blacks, walking before and behind 
him, he rode to the Hammam. When he ali^ted at the door, he 
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smdt die scent of bummg aJocs-wood and found people going in 
and out and the benches full of great and small. 5o he entered the 
vestibule and saw Abu Sir, who ruse to him and rejoiced in him: 
but the dyer said to him, "Is this the way of wdl'bom men? 1 
have opened me a dyery and am become mastex'dyer of the city 
and acquainted with the King and have risen to prosperity and 
authority: yet earnest thou not to me nor askest of me nor saidst. 
Where's my comrade? For my part 1 sought thee in vain and 
sent my slaves and servants to make search for thee in all the 
Khans and other places; but they knew not w'hither thou hadst 
gone, nor could any one give me tidings of thee,” Said Abu Sir, 
"Did I not come to thee and didst thou not make me out a thief 
and bastinado me and dishonour me before the world?” At this 
Abu Kir made a show of concern and asked, “What manner nf talk 
is this? Was it thou whom 1 beat?”: and Abu Sir answered, 
“Yes, ‘twas I." Whereupon Abu Kir swore to Him a thousand 
oaths that he knew him not and said, '^hcre was a fellow like 
thee, who used to come e\'ery day and steal the people's snifF, and 
I took thee for him." And he went on to pretend penitence, 
beating hand upon hand and saying, “There is no Majesty and 
there is no Mignt sa^'e in Allali, the Glorious, the Great? Indeed 
we have sinned against thee; but would that thou hadst discovered 
thyself to me and said, I am such an one! Indeed the fault is 
with thee, for that thou madest not thysdf knowm unto me, more 
especially seeing that 1 was distracted for much business/’ 
Replied Abu Sir, “Allah pardon thee/ O my comrade! This 
was foreordained in the S^et Purpose, and reparation is with 
Allah. Enter and put off thy clothes and bathe at thine ease." 
Said the dyer, "I conjure thee, by Allah, O my brother, forgive 
me!”; and said Abu Sir, “AUah acquit thee of f^me and forgive 
thee! Indeed this thing was decreed to me from all eternity," 
Then asked Abu Kir, '^Whence gotcest thou this high degree?": 
and answered Abu Sir, “He who prospered thee prospered me; 
for I went up to the King and described to him the fashion of 
the Hammam and he bade me build one." And the dyer said, 

“Even as thou art beknown of the King, so also am I;“-And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her pet' 
micted say. 
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She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Abu Kir and Ahu Sir were exchanging reproof and excuse, the 
dyer said to him, ‘'Even as thou an beknown of the King, so also 
am I; and, Inshallah,'—God w'illing—I will make him love and 
favour thee more than ever, for my sake, he knoweth not that 
thou art my comrade, but I will acquaint him of this and commend 
thee to him.'’ But Abu Sir said, “There needeth no ooramenda' 
tion; for He who moveth man's heart to love still hveth; and 
indeed the King and all his court affect me and have given me 
diis and that," And he told him the whole tale and said to him, 
“Put off thy dothes behind the chest and enter the Haimnam, and 
I will go in with thee and rub thee down with the glove." & he 
doffed his dress and Abu Sir, entering die bath with him, soaped 
him and gloved him and then dressed him and busied himtielf with 
his service till he came forth, when he brought him dinner and 
sherbets, whilst all the folk marvdled at the honour he did him , 
ITjen Abu Kir would ha^'e given him somewhat; but he swore 
that he would not accept aught from him and said to him, "Shame 
upon such doings! Thou art my comrade, and there is no differ' 
cncE between us." Then Abu Kir obser\’ed. *'By Allah, O my 
comrade, this is a mighty fine Haimnam of thine, but there lacketh 
somewhat in its ordin^ce.” Asked Abu Sir, "And what is 
that?" and Ahu Kir amwered, “It is the depilatory,* to wit, the 
paste compounded of ydlow arsenic and quicklime which remo veth 
the hair with comfort. Do thou prepare it and next time the King 
oometh, present it to him, teaching him how he shall cause the 
hair to fall off by such means, and he wiU love thee with exceeding 
love and honour thee." Quoth Abu Sir, “Thou speakest sooth, 
and Inshallah, 1 will at once make it," Then Abu Kir left him 
and mounted his muk and going to the King said to him, “I have 
a warning to give thee, O King of the age!” "And w^t is thy 
warning?" asked the King; and Ahu Kir answered, “1 hear that 
thou hist built a Hammam." Quoth the King, “Yes: there ca me 
to me a stranger and I budded the Baths for hm, even as I budded 
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the dyery for thee; and indeed ‘ti$ a mighty Hne Hammsm and 
an ornament to my city;" and he went on to describe to him the 
virtues of the hath. Quoth the dyer, '"Hast thou entered there' 
in?'*: and quoth the King, '*Yes.** Thereupon cried Abu Kir, 
“AlhamdoItUah—praised be God,—^who save thee fram the mis* 
chief of yonder villain and foe of the Faith, 1 mean the bath' 
keeper f* The King enquired, “And what of him?'*; and Abu 
Kir replied, “Know, O King of the age that, an thou enter the 
Hammam again, after this day, thou wilt surdy perish.'* “How 
90 ?*' said tlu King; and the dyer said, “This path'keeper is thy 
foe and the foe of lie Faith, and he induced thee not to stablisa 
this Bath but because he designed therein to poison thoe. He 
hath made for thee somewhat and he will present it to thee when 
thou enterest the Hammam, ^ying, This is a drug which, if one 
apply CO his parts below the waist, wili remove the hair with 
comfort.' Now it is no drug, but a drastic drt^ and a deadly 
poison; for the Sultan of the Christians hath promised this obscene 
fellow to release to him his wife and children, an he will kill thee; 
for they are prisoners in the hands of that Sultan, 1 myself was 
captive with him in their land, but I opened a dyciy and dyed for 
them various colours, so that they conciliated the ling’s heart to 
me and he bade me ash a boon of him. I sou^t of him freedom 
and be set me at bbert>', whereupon I made my w'ay to this city 
and seeing yonder man in the Hammam, said to him, *How didst 
thou effect thine escape and win free widi thy wife and children?* 
Quoth he, *Wc ceased not to be in captivity, I and my wife and 
children, dU one day the King of the Nazarenes held a court 
whereat I was present, amongst a number of others; and as I 
stood amongst the folk, I heard them open out on the Kings and 
name them, one after other, till they came to the name of the 
King of this city, whereupon the King of the Christians cried 
out 'Abs!' and said, *None vexerii me* m the world, but the King 
of such a city!* Whosoever will contrive me his sbughter 1 will 
give him all he shall ask/ So I went up to him and said, ‘An 
I compass for thee his sbughter, wilt thou set me free, me and my 
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wife and my children?' The King replied ‘Ycs^ and 1 wd) 
give thee to boot whatso tbou shalt desire.' So we agreed upon 
this and he sent me in a galleon to this dcy, where I presented 
myself to the King and he built me this Ham mam. Now, there' 
fore, 1 have nought to do but to slay him and return to the King 
of the Nazarenes, that I may redeem my childFen and my wife 
and ask a boon of hist* Quoth f. And how wilt thou go about 
to kill him?'; and quoth hc» ‘By the simplest of all devices; 
for 1 have compounded him somewhat wherein is poison; so, when 
he cometh to the bath, I shall say to hii^ Take this paste and 
anoint therewith thy pans bdow' the waist for it will cause the 
hair* to drop off.* So he will take it and apply it co himreii and 
the poison will work in him a day and a night, till it rcacheth his 
heart and destroyetb liim; and meanwhile I shall have made 
off and none will know that it was 1 slew him/" “When 1 
heard this,” added Abu Kir, “I feared for thee, my benefactor, 
wherefore I have told thee of what is doing,” As soon as the 
King heard die dyer’s story, he was wroth wnth exceeding wrath 
and said to him, “Keep this secret.” Then he resolved to visit 
the Hammam, that he might dispel doubt by supplying certainty; 
and when he entered, Abu Sir doffed h4 dress and betaking 
himself as of W(mt to the service of the King, proceeded to 

g ive him; after wbich he said to him , ”0 King of the age, 1 
ve made a drug ivhich assisteth in plucking our the lower 
hair.” Cried the King, “Bring it to me”r so the barber brought 
it to him and the King, ffnchng ft nauseous of smdl, was assured 
that it was poison; wherefore he was incensed and called mit 
to his guarc^ paying, “Setae himl” Accordingly they seized 
him and the King donned his dress and returned to liis palace, 
boiling with fury, whilst none knew the cause of his irrdignadon: 
for, of the excess of his wrath he had acquainted no one there' 
with and none dared ask him. Then he repaired to the audience' 
chamber and causing Abu Sk to be brought before him, with hk 
elbows pinioned, sent for his Sea-captain and said to him, ‘Take 
this villaia and set him in a sack with two quintals of 
lime unslacked and de i^ mouth over bis bead. Then lay 


^ Arab. ptoperlip hair of haly^ pite* etpedjJlY ptfcisn. Sc* finrrkkHfiJe 

(ProT. No. 302>, "'ptevinfl for lack of a coi* the mods « whip of her tmah," tuil of thoK 
who convoic fhEinacl^ hy huili^ini C-itIrt in Spain- The ''pjtni b« [cfw tic waiir'* ti the 
decent Ttirkiih itnn for the pnvjtyci- 




Alf Laylah WA LaY1-AH, 


156 

him in a oock-boat and row out with him in front of my jJabcc, 
where thou wilt see me sitting at the (actice. Do thou say to 
me, ‘Shall I cast him in?' and if I answer, ‘Cast him!' throw 
the sack into the sea, so the quick'lime may be abked on him 
to the intent that he shall die drowned and burnt.”' ‘‘Hearkening 
and obeying;” quoth the Captain and taking Abu Sir from the 
presence carried lum co an isl^d facing the King's palace, where 
he said to him, “Ho thou, I once visits thy Hammam and thou 
entreatedst me with honour and accomplish^t all my needs and 1 
had great pleasure of dice: moreover, thou swarest that thou 
wfi itidji t. cake no pay of me, and I love thee with a great love. So 
tdl me how the case standcdi between thee and the King and what 
abominable deed thou hast done with him that he is wToth with 
thee and hath commanded me that thou shouldst die this foul 
death.” Answered Abu Sir, “I have done nothing, nor weet I of 
any crime 1 have comnutted against him which meritetb this!” 

-^Afid Shahraaad percaVed die dawn of day and ceased to say 

her permitted say. 
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She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Sea captain a^ed Abu Sir the cause of the King's wrath with 
him he rephed, “By Allah, O my bro ther 1 have committed no 
crime against him which meriteth this!” Rejoined the Captain, 
“Verily, thou wast high in rank with the King, such as none ever 
won before thee, and all who are prosperous are envied. Haply 
some one was jealous of thy good fortune and threw out certain 
bints concerning thee to the King, by reason whereof be is become 
enraged against thee with nige so violent: but be of good cheer; 
no harm shall befal thee; for, even as thou entreatedst me 
generously, without acquaintanceship between me and thee, so now 
I will deliver thee. But, an if 1 release thee, thou must abide with 
me on this island till some galleon sail from our city to thy native 
land, when I will send thee thither therein." Abu Sir kissed his 
hand and thanked him for that; after which the Captain fetched 
the quicklime and set it in a sack, together with a ^eac stone, the 
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aise of a man, saying, 'T put my trust in Allah!"' Then he gave 
the barher a net, saying, '‘Cast this net into the sea, so haply 
thou mayst take scraewhat of hsb. For I am bound to supply the 
King's kitchen with fish every day; but to'day I have been disr 
tracted from fishing by this calamity which hath befallen dice, and 
f fear lest the cook's boys come to me in quest of fish and find 
none. So, an thou take aught, they will find it and thou w-ilt veil 
my face,* * whilst I go and play oh my practice in front of the 
palace and feign to cast thee into the sea." Answered Abu Sir, 
"1 will ^ Ae while; go thou and God help thee!" So the 
Captain set the sack in die boat and paddled till be came und^ 
the palace, where he saw die King seated at the lattice and said 
to Itim, "O King of the age, shall I cast him in?" "Cast him!" 
cried ^e King, and signed to him with his hand, when b and 
behold!; something flashed like leven and fell into the sea„ Now* 
that which had fallen into the water was the Kings seal'Tmg; 
and the same was enchanted in such way that, when the King 
was wroth with any one and "was minded to slay him, he had hut 
to sign to him with his right hand* whereon was the signet-ring, 
and therefrom issued a flash of lightning, which smote the object, 
and thereupon his head fell from between his shoulders; and the 
troops obeyed him not, nor did he overcome the men of might 
save by means of the ring. So, W’hen it dropped from his finger, 
be concealed the matter and kept silence, for that he dared not 
say, “My ring is fallen into the sea," for fear of the troops, lest 
they rise against him and slay him. On this wise it befd the 
King; but as regards Abu Sir, after the Captain had left him on 
the island he took the net and casting it into the sea presently 
drew it up full of fish; nor did he cease to throw it and pull it up 
full, till there was a great mound of fish before him. So he said 
in himself, “By Allah, this long while I have not eaten fish!”; 
and chose himself a large fat fish, saying, "When the Captain 
cometh back, I will bid him fry it for me, so I may dine on it. 
Then he cut Its throat with a knife he had with him; but the 
knife stuck in its gillja and there he saw the King s signet-ring; 


^ thm if the tfwk htd been JlicovcrccI the C*pT*in hare the 
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for tihe had swallcrwed it atid Destmy had driv^ it to that 
isUnd, where it had fallen into the net. He took the ring and 
drew it on Kia little finger,* not knowing its pccidiar p^roperties. 
Presently, up came two of the cook's boys in quest of itsh and 
seeing AImi Sir, said to him, "O man, whither is the Captain 
gone?” "I know not," said he and signed to them with his 
right hand; when, behold, the heads of rath underlings dropped 
off from between thedr shoulders. At this Abu Sir was amaked 
and said, "Would I wot w'ho slew them!" And their case was 
grievous to him and he was still pondering jt, when the Captain 
suddenly returned and seeing the mound of fishes and two men 
lying dead and die seal'ring on Abu Sir's finger, said to him, "O 
my brotlier, move not thy hand whereon is die rignet-ring; else 
thou wilt kill me," Abu Sir wondered at this sp^ch and kept 
his band motionless; whereupon the Captain came up to him and 
said, "Who slew dicse two men?” *‘'By Allah, O my brotlier 1 
wot not!" “Thou sayst sooth; but rell toe whence hadst thou 
that ring?" ““I found it in this fish's gills." *'True.*' said the 
Captain, "for J saw it faO Hashing fitim the King's palace and 
disappear in the sea, what time he signed towards thee,^ aaying. 
Cast him in. So I cast the sack into the water, and it was then 
that the ring slipped from his finger and fell into the sea, where 
this fish svv^owed it, and Allah drave it to thee, so that thou 
madest it thy prey, for this ring was tliy lot; but kennest thou 
its property?" Said Abu Sir, “I knew not that it had any 
properties peculiar ^ it;" and the Captain said, "Learn, then, 
that the King's troops obey him not save for fear of this signet' 
ring, because it is spelled, and when he was wroth with any one 
and bad a mind to kill him, he would sign at him theresvith and 
hB head would drop from 1>etween his shoulders; for there issued 
a Hash of lightning from the ring and its ray smote the object 
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□f his wrath, who died forthright.” At this, Abu Sir rejoiced 
with exceeding joy and said to the Captain, “Carry me back to 
the dcy;” and he said. 'That will I, now that I no longer fear 
for thee from the King; for, wert thou to sign at with thy 
hand, puipoahg to kiU him, his head would fall down between 
thy hands; and if thou be minded to slay him and all his host, 
thou mayst slaughter them without Set or hindrance.” So saying, 
he emb^^ked him in the boat and bote him back to the city; 

-And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say. 


SOjeii ft tua5 ti}t glint J^unireh anh Cbirfp-nintfj 

She said. It hath reached me, 0 auspidnus King, that when the 
Captain embarked w'ich Abu Sir he bore him back to the city, so 
Abu Sir landed and going up to the palace, entered the council' 
chamber, where he found the King seated facing his oficers, in 
sore crndt and care by reason of the seal-ring and daring not 
any of his folk aiient its loos. When he saw Abu Sir, he said to 
him, “Did we not cast thee mto the sea? How hast thou con¬ 
trived to come forth of it?" Abu Sir replied, “O King of the 
age, whenas thou badest throw me into the sea, thy Captain 
carried me to an island and asked me of tire cause of thy wrath 
against me, saying, ‘What hast thou done with the King, that 
he should decree thy death?' 1 answered, ‘By Allah, I know not 
that I have wrought him any wrong!' Quoth he, Thou wast 
high in rank with the King, and haply some one envied thee and 
threw out rertaio hints concerning thee to him, so that he is 
become incensed against thee. But when I visited thee in thy 
Hamm am, thou entneatedse me honourably, and I will requite 
thee thy hospitality to me by setting thee free and sending thee 
back to thine own land.' Then he set a great stone in the sark 
in my stead and cast it into the sea; but, when thou signedst to 
him to throw me in, thy seal-ring dropped from thy finger into 
the mam, and a fish swallowed it. Now I was on the bland 
a-fi^ing, and this fish came up in the net with others; where¬ 
upon 1 took it, intending to broil it; but, when I opened its b^y, 
I found the signet-ring therein; so i took it and put it on my 
finger, Pnesendy, up came two of the servants of the kitcherL, 
questing fish, and I signed to them with my band, knowing not 
VOL ix. 
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die property of die seal-ring^ and their heail$ fell off. Then the 
Captain came back, and seeing the ring on my bnger, acquainted 
me with its spell; and behold, 1 have brought it back to thee, 
for that thou dealtest kindly by me and enu-eatedst me with the 
utmost honcFur, nor is that which thou hast done me of kindness 
lost upon me. Here is thy ring: take it! But an I have done 
with dice aught desen'ins of death, tell me my crime and day 
me and thou shalt be absolved of sin in shedding my blood," So 
saying, he pulled the ring from his finger and gave it to the King 
v^o, seeing Abu Sir’s noble conduct, took the ring and put it on 
and fdc life return to him afresh. Then he rose to his feet and 
embracing the barber, said to him, man, thou art indeed of 
the flower of the weli-bom! Blame me not, but forgive me the 
wrong i have done rhcc. Had any but thou gotten hold of this 
r^, nc had never restored it to me." Answered Abu Sir, "O 
King of the age, an thou wouldst have me forgive thee, teU me 
what was my fault which drew down thine anger upon me, so 
that thou commandedst to do me die." Rejoin^ the King, “By 
Allah, 'tis clear to me that thou art free and guiltless in all things 
of oflence since thou hast done this good deed; only the dyer 
denounced thee to me in such and such words;" and he told him 
all that Abu Kir had said, Abu Sir replied, "By Allah, O King 
of the age, I know no King of the Nazanenes nor during my days 
have ever journeyed to a Christian country, nor did it c\'er come 
into my mind to kill thee. But this dyer was my comrade and 
neighbour in the city of Alexandria where life was straitened 
upon us; therefore we departed thence, to seek our fortunes, by 
reason of the narrowness of our means at home, after we bad 
redted the Opening Chapter of the Komn together, pledging 
ourselves that he who got work should feed him who lackra work; 
and drere befel me with him such and such things.” Then he 
went on to relate to the King all that had betided him with Abu 
Kir the dyer; how he had robbed him of his dirhams and had left 
him alone and sick in the Khan'closet and how the doorkeeper had 
fed him of his own monies till Allah recovered him of his sickness, 
when he went forth and walked about the city with his budget, as 
was his wont, till he espied a dycry, about which the folk were 
crowding; so he looked at the dttor and seeing Abu Kir seated on 
a bench ^cre. went in to salute him, whereupon he accused him 
of being a thief and beat him a grievous beating; brief, he told 
him his whole tale, from first to l^t, and added, **0 Kx^ of the 


Abu Knt and Abu Sir. i6t| 

age, *twa£ he who counselled me to make the depilatory and 
present it Co thee, saying. The Hammam t$ pc^ect in all 
tilings but chat it ladled this"; and know, O King of the age, 
that this drug ts harmless and we use it in our land w'here 'ds one 
of the requisites of the bach; but i had fotgotten iC; so, when the 
dyer visited the Hammam I entreated him with honour and he 
reminded me of it, and enjoined me to make it fod^with. But 
dj thou send after the porter of such a Khan and the workmen 
of the dyery and question them all of that which I have cold 
thee.'* Accordingly the King sent for them and auestioned them 
one and ail and they acquainted him with the truth of the matter. 
Then he summon^ the dyer, saying, “‘Bring him barefooted, 
bareheaded and with elbows pinioned!” Now he was sitting in 
his bouse, rejoicing in Abu Sir's death; but ere he could be ware, 
the King's guards rushed in upon him and cu€ed bi ni on the nape, 
after wmch they bound him and bore him into the presence, where 
he saw Abu Sir seated by the King's side and the door-kemer of 
the Khan and workmen of the dyery standing before him. Quoth 
the dbonkceper to him, “Is not this thy comrade whom thou 
robbedst of liis silvers and lefteat with me sick in the closet doing 
such and such by him?” And the workmen said to him, ”Is not 
this he whom thou badest us seise and beat?” Therewith Abu 
Kir s baseness was made manifest to the King and he was certified 
that he merited torture yet sorer than the torments of Munkar and 
Nakir.* So he said to his guards, ‘Take him and parade him 

about the city and the markets;"-^And Shahrasad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


KQien it hia^ tf)e ^tnt l^mibreb anb JForttctli iltfsfit. 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, chat when 
the King heard the words spoken by the door-keeper of the 
Caravanserai and the workmen of the dyery, he was certified of 
the vtleness of Abu Kir; so he upbraided him ivith flout and fleer 
and said to his guards, 'Take him and parade him about the city 
and the market-streets; then set him in a sack and cast him into 
the sea.” Whereupon quoth Abu Sir, ”0 King of the age, accept 


tioL Wj. 111. 





AlF LaVLAH WA LtVYLAlt, 


164 

my mtierce&sion fur him, for I par<J(m him all he bath done with 
me “ But quoth the King, “An diou pardon him alt his offences 
against thee, 1 cannot pardon him his offences a^iin^ me,“ And 
he cried out, saying, *" i ahc hun, 00 tliey tou& him and paraded 
him about the city, after which they set hin in a sack with quick' 
hw and cast him into the sea, and he died, drowned and burnt. 
Then said the King to the barber, “O Abu Sir, ask of me what 
thou wilt and it ^all be given thee." And he answ^, fiayir>S. 
“1 ask of thee to send me back to my own country, lor £ care no 
longer to tarry here." Tlien the King gifted him great store of 
gifts, over and above that which he had whilomc bestowed on 
him ; and amongst the rest a galleon freighted with go^s; and 
the crew of this galloon were Mamelukes; so he gave him these 
also, after offering to make him his Wasir whereto the barber 
consented not. Presently he farewelled the King and set sail in 
his own ship manned by his own crew" nor did he cast anchor 
till he reached Alexandria and made fast to the shore there. 
Then they landed and one of his Mamelukes, seeing a sack on the 
beach, said to Abu Sir, "O my lord, there is a great heavy sack 
on the sea-shore, with the mouth tied up and I know not what 
therein.” So Abu Sir came up and opening the sack, found 
therein the remains of Abu Kir, which, the sea had borne thither. 
He took it forth and hur>'ing it near Alexandria, built over the 
grave a pbee of visitation and endowed it with mortmam writing 
over the door these couplets, 

“him 18 known among men as bis dads atieit: * Wlikli make nuble origin 
lauiifest: 

Pjiflehitg not. lest other mtn bdic thy Iwrk; * Who saith aught, the bme 
shall toi him be addrest; 

Shun immodest words and indecent spotch * When thou speakest in earnest 
or e'en in JiSt* 

We bear with the dog which behaves tteeU * But the Uon is chained lest 
he prove a pest: 

And the desm carcases sv^-im the main * While tuiion^peads on the sand' 
bank rest*: 

No sparrow would hustle the sparrow-hawk, • Were it not by felly and 
weakness prest: 


* iTih muf’lrt nuoad m me by taf KesiJ ihc Or. Itulfer wh™ he heuri dut 
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A'lky ii written on of air * 'Who dutfi kindly of kmdness shall have 
tlic b^t’ 

'Wan: of gathering sugar fnim bitter gourd :^ * Twill prove to its (Higin 
hkc in taste." 

After this Abu Sir abode awhile, tiU Aikh took him to Hims^, 
and they buried him hard by the tomb of his comrade Ahu Kirj 
wherefore that place was called Abu Kir and Abu Sir; bat tt is 
now bncftvn as Abu Kir only, Tiiis, then, is that whkb hath 
reached us of their history, and glory be to Him who endureth 
for ever and aye and by whose w2l interchange the night and the 
day. And of the stcffies they cdl is one anent 

ABI>ULLAH= THE FISHERMAN AND ABDULLAH 
THE MERMAN. 

There was once a Fisherman named Abdullah, who had a large 
family, to wit, nine childrien and their mother, so was he poor, 
very poor, owning naught save Kis net. Every day he used to go 
to the fica a'fishing, and if he caught little, he sold it and spent 
the price on his children, after the measure of that which Allah 
vouchsafed him of provision; but if he caught much, he wotdd 
cook a good mess of meat and buy fruit and spend without stint 
Hll nothing was left him, saying to himself, “The daily bread of 
to-morrow will come to-morrow." Presently, his wife gave birth 
to another child, malting a total of ten, and it chanced that day 
that he had nothing at all; so she said to him, "O my in^ter, sec 
and get me somewhat wherewithal 1 may sustain myself." Quoth 
he, 1 am going (under favour of Almighty Allah) this day sea¬ 
wards to hsh on the luck of this new born child, that we may sec 
its fair fortune;'* and quoth she, “Put thy trust in AUaht" do he 
took his net and went down to the sea-shore, where he it on 
the luck of the little one, saying, "O my God, make his living of 
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ease not of unease, and abundant, not scancS” Then he waited 
awhile and drew in the net, which cacne up full of rubbish and sand 
and pebbles and weeds, and he saw therein no sign of hsh neither 
mucbel nor little. He cast it again and w'aited, then drew it in, 
hut found no catch in it, and threw’ it a third and a fourth and a 
£fth time still not a single £sh came up. So he removed to 
another place beseeching his daily bread of Allah Almighty and 
thus he working tUl the end of the da)% but caught not so 
much as a minnow;' whereat he fell a-man’clling in himself and 
said self-coramuninB, "Hath Allah then created this new'bom 
child without lot of provision? This may never, never be. He 
who shtteth the comers of the lips hath pledged Himself for its 
provision, because Almighty Allah is the ^^untiful, the Pn>' 
vider! ” So saying, he shouldered his net and turned him home' 
wards, broketi'spirited and heavy at heart about his family, for 
that he had left them without food, more by token that his wife 
was in the straw. And as he continued trudging along and saying 
in himself, "How shall I do and what shall I say to the children 
tO'night?" he came to a baker s oven and saw a crowd about it; for 
the season was one of dearth and in those days food was scant with 
the folk; so people were proffering the baW money, but he 
no heed to any of them, by reason of the dense crowd. The 
fisherman stood looking and snuffing the smell of the hot bread 
(and indeed his sou! longed for it, bj'' reason of his hunger), till the 
baker caught sight of Mm and cried out to him, “Cbme hither, 
O fisherman!" So he went up to him, and the baker said, "Dost 
thou want bread?” But lie was silent. Quoth the baker, * *'Speak 
out and be not ashamed, for Allah is bountiful. An thou have no 
silver^ I will give thee bread and have patience with thee till weal 
betide thee." And quodi the fisherman. "By Allah, O master, I 
have indeed no money! But give me bread enough for my family, 
and I will leave thee this net in pawn till the morrow." Rejoined 
the baker, “Nay, my poor fellow, this net is fhy shop and the doo r 
of thy daily subsistence; so an thou pawn it, wherewithal wi lt 
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tliou fish? TeU me bow much will su£ce thee?'‘; and replied che 
fishennan, * *Ten half'dirhams' worthSo he gave him ten Nusfs' 
worth of bread and ten in silver saying, *'Tdte these ten Nusfs 
and cook thyself a mess of meat therewith’ so wdt thou owe me 
twenty, for ■which bring me fish to-morrow; but, an thou catch 
nothing again, come ana take thy bread and thy ten Nusfs, and I 

will have patience with thee till i>etter luck betide thee,”-And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her per- 
mitted say. 


IBtitn It bag tfie .^ine ^unhrth anh .:^artp-ftrgt 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious ICfng, that the 
fciaker said to the fisherman, “Take whatso thou needest and 1 will 
have patience with thee tdl better luck betide thee, after the which 
thou shak bring me fish for all thou owest me,” Said the fisher¬ 
man, Almighty Allah reward thee, and requite thee for me with 
all good!” Then he took the bread and the coins and went 
away, glad at heart, and buying what be could returned to his wife 
whom he found sitting up, soothing the children, who were weep¬ 
ing for hunger, and saying to them, ”At once your father wit] be 
here with what ye may eat.” So he set the bread before them and 
they ate, whilst he told his wife what had befallen him, and she 
said, “Allah is bountiful.”' On the morrow, he shouldered his net 
and went forth of his house, saying, “I beseech thee, O Lord, to 
vouchsafe me this day that which shall whiten my face with the 
haker!'^* When he came to the sea-shore, he proceeded to cast 
his net and pull it in; but there came up no fi^ therein; and he 
ceased not to toil thus tiU ended day but he cai^t nothing. 
Then he set out homewards, in great concern, and the way to his 
bouse lay past the baker's oven; so he said in himself, “How shall 
I go home? But I wiU hasten my pace that the baker may not 
see me,“ When be reached the shop, he saw a crowd about it and 
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w'Alked the faster, being ashamed to face his creditor; but diie 
baker raised his eyes to him and cried out to him, saying, "Ho, 
Hsberman! Come and take diy bread and spending-money. 
Mesecms thou forgetteat." Quoth Abdullah, "By Allah, I had 
not forgotten; but 1 was ashamed to face thee, because 1 have 
cai^ht no fish this day;" and quoth the baker, "Be not ashamed. 
Said I not to thee. At thy leisure,^ till better tuck betide thee?" 
Then he gave him the bread and the ten Nusfs and he returned 
and told ms wife, who said, "Allah is bountiful. Better luck shall 
yet betide thee and thou shalt give the baker his due, InshaHah." 
He ceased not doing on this wise forty days, betaking himself 
daily to the sea, from the rising of the sun to the going down 
thereof, and returning home wimout fish; and still he took bread 
and spending-money of the baker, who never once named the fish 
to him notr neglected him nor kept him waiting like the folk,* * but 
gave him the bread and the ten hatf-dirhanis without delay. 
Whenever tJi,e fisherman said to him, "O my brother, reckon wi^ 
me,” he would say, "Be off;® this is no time for reckoning. Wait 
till better luck b^dc thee, and then I will reckon with thee.” 
And the fisherman would bite® him and go away thanking him. 
On the one-and'fortieth day, he said to h^ wife;, “I have a mind 
to tear up the net and be quit of this life.” She a^ed, "Why 
wilt thou do this?"; and he answered, "Mescems there is an end 
of my getting my daily bread from the waters. Hmv long shall 
this last? By Allah, I bum with shame before the baker and 1 
will go no more to the sea, so I may not pass by his oven, for I 
have none other way home; and every time I pass he caUeth me 
and giveth me the bread and the ten silvers. Hovj much longer 
shall I run in debt to him?" The wife replied, "Alhamdolillah— 
lauded be the Lord, the Most High, who l^th inclined his heart to 
thee, so that he giveth thee our daily bread! What dislikest thou 
in this?"; and the husband rejoined, "I owe him now a mig hry 
great sum of dirhams, and there is no doubt but that he wiU 
demand his due." "Hath lie vexed thee with words?" "No, on 
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It nwllv." 
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cbc contrary, he sdll refuseth to reckon with saying, ‘Wait 
till better ludc betide thee.'" ’*U he press thee, say to him, ‘Wait 
till there come the good luck for which we hope, thou and I.' ” 
“And w'hen will Ac good luck come that we hope for?” “Allah 
u bountiful,*' “Sooth Aou speakest!” So saying he shouldered 
his net and w'ent down to Ac sea^stde, praying, “O Lord provide 
Aqu me, Aough but wiA one hsh, that I may give it to the 
baker!” And he cast hh net mto the sea and pulling it in, found 
it heavy; so he tugged at it tiU he was tired wiA sore travail. 
Bur when he got it ashore, he found m it a dead donkey swollen 
and stinking; whereat his senses sickened and he freed it fnfj^ra Ae 
net, saying. "There is no Majesty and Acre is no Might save in 
Allah, Ae Glorious, Ac Great! Indeed, 1 can no more! I say to 
that wife of mine, *There is no more provision for me in Ae 
waters: let me leave Aia craft." And Ae still answereA me, 
‘Allah is bountiful: good will presently betide thee.' Is this dead 
ass Ae good whereof Ae spe^edi?" And he grie^’ed wiA Ae 
sorest grief. TTien he turned to anoAcr place, so he might remove 
from Ae stench of Ac dead donkey, and cast his net Acre and 
waited a full hour: then he drew it in and found it heavy. There' 
upon quoA he, “Good; we are hauling up all Ae dead donkeys in 
the sea and ridAng it of its rubbaA.’’* Hown’er he gave not over 
tugging at Ae net, till blood come from Ae palms of his hands, 
and when he got it aAorc, he saw' a man^ m it and took him for 
one of the Ifrits of Ae lord Solomon, whom he was wont to im' 
prison m cucurbits of brass and cast him into Ae main, bdieving 
Aat Ae vessel had burst for tengA of years and that Ae Ifrit had 
oomc forA and fallen mto Ae net; wherefore he fled fiom him, 
crying out and saying, “Mercy, mercy, O Ifrit of Solomon!" But 
Ae Adamite called out to him from within Ae net and said. 


* fereit- Efit, la* ^St- 

Atkmiie, one rmm the cnyihieii mpd fiTiwiiLl AJun 
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“Come hither, O fish ffrmjin and flee nor from me; for 1 am human 
[ike chys^. Release me, so thou mayst get a recompense for me 
of Allah/* * Whenas he heard these words, the fisberman took 
heart and coming up to him, said to him, “Ait thou not an Ifric of 
the Jim?*'; and replied the other, “No: 1 am a mortal and a 
believer in Albh and His Apostle." Asked the fisherman, “Who 
threw thee into the sea?**: and the other answered, *^'1 am of the 
children of the sea, and was going about therein, whm thou castest 
the net over me. We are people who obey Allah's commandments 
and [oving'kindness unto the creatures of the Almighty, 
and but that 1 fear and dread to be of the disobedient, I had tom 
thy net; but I accept that which the Lord hath decre^ unto me; 
wherefore by setting me free thou becomest my owner and I thy 
captive. Wilt thou then set me free for the lovc‘ of Almighty 
AUah and make a covenant with me and become my comrade? 
I wdl come to thee every day in this place, and do thou come to 
me and bring me a gift of the fruits of the land. For with you 
are grapes and figs and water-melons and peaches and pome' 
granates and so forth, and ail thou bringest me will be acceptable 
unto me. Moreover, with us are coral and pearls and chrysolites 
and emeralds and rubies and other gems, and 1 will fill thee the 
basket, wherdn thou bringest me the fniic, writh precious stones of 
the jewels of the sea/ What sayst thou to this, O my brother?" 
Quoth the fisherman, “Be the Opening Chapter of the Koran 
between thee and me upon this!" So they recited together the 
Fatihah, and the fisherman loosed the Merman from the net and 
asked him, “What is thy name?" He replied, “My name is 
Abdullah of the sea; and if thou come hither and see me not, ra il 
out and 'Where art Aou, O Abdullali, O Merman?' and 1 

will be with thee,"-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 


^ Ln-Ett tnn$Ziic9 lit. thx fara of cvpliins 
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Sl^en it tDod ilje l^uttbre^ anb 

She resumeti, Ic hath reached me, O atispicious King, that Abduir 
lah of the sea thus enjoined the other, "An thou come hither and 
see me not^ call out and say, ‘Where art thou, O Abdullah, O Mei> 
man?' and I will be with thi% forthwith. Bur thou, what is thy 
name?" Quoth the fisherman, "My name also is Abdullah;'* * and 
quoth the other, ‘Thou art AbduHah of the land and 1 am Ah' 
duUah of the Sea; but tarry here till I go and fetch thee a present." 
And the fisherman repented him of living released him and said 
to hims elf, "How know I chat he will come back to me? Indeed, 
he beguiled me, so that 1 loosed him, and now he wiU laugh at 
ine.‘ Had I kept him, I might have made a show of him for the 
diversion of the city'folk and taken silver from all men and gone 
with him to the houses of the great." And be repented him of 
having set him free and said, “Thou hast let thy Ptcy from thy 
hand away." But, as he was thus bemoaning his folly in releasing 
the prisoner, behold, Abdullah the merman returned to him, with 
both hands full of pearls and coral and smaragds and rubies and 
other gems, and said to him, ‘Take these, O my brother, and 
excuse me; had I a fish'baskct* J would have filled it for thee.'* 
Abdullah die fisherman rejoiced and took the jewels from the Mct' 
man who said to him, "Every day come hither, before sunrise," and 
farewdling him , went down into the sea; whilst the other returned 
to the dty, rejoicing, and stayed not walking rill he came to the 
baker's Oven and said to him, “O my brother, good luck is come 
to us at last; so do thou reckon with me." Answered the baker, 
“There needeth no reckoning. An thou have au^t. give it me; 
and if thou have naught, take thy bread and sfiending'money ^d 
b^one, against weal betide dree." Rejoined the fi^erman, O 
my friend, indeed weal hath betided me of Allah s bounty, and I 
owe thee much money; hut take thb." So saying, he took for 
Kim a handful of the pearls and toral and rubies and other iewels 
he had with him (the handful being about half of the whole), and 
gave them to the baker, saying, “Give me some ready money to 


• Lit "Veiilf hcUiigtifti H metoriiM! him free *’ ThisUa fnrfpcrinicnofubicitfe 
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spend du5 day, till 1 scU these iewd$/' So the baker gave him all the 
money he bad in hand and all the bread in his basket and rejoiced 
in the jewels, saymg, ""J am thy slave and thy servant.'* Then 
he set M the bread on hi$ head and following the fisherman home, 
gave It to his wife and children, after whi^ he repaired to the 
market and brou^t meat and greens and all manner fruit. 
Moreover, he left his oven and abode with Abdullah all that day, 
busying himself in his service and fulhlling all his affairs. Said the 
fisherman, "O my brother, thou weariest thysdf;" and the baker 
replied, "This is my duty, for I am become thy servant and thou 
hast overwhelmed me with thy boons." Rejoined the fisbennan, 
" 'Tis thou who wast my benefactor in the days of dearth and 
distress." And the baker passed that night with htm enjoying 
good cheer and became a faithful friend to him . Then the fi^ct' 
man told his wife what had befallen liim with the Merman, where¬ 
at she rejoiced and said, “Keep thy secret, lest the government 
come down upon thee;" but he said, “Though 1 keep my secret 
from ail men, yet will 1 not hide it from the baker." On the mor¬ 
row, he rose bedincs and, shouldering a basket w hich he had fill rd 
in the evening with all manner fruits, repaired before sunrise to 
the sea-shore* and setting down the crate on the water-edge called 
out, “Where art thou, O Abdullah, O Merman?" He answered, 
"Here am 1, at thy service^" and came forth to him . The 
fisherman gave him the fruit and he took it and plungiog into the 
sea with it, w'as absent a full hour, after which time he came up, 
with the fiah-basket full of all kinds of gems and jewels. The 
fishennan set it on his head and went away; and^ when he cam e 
to the oven, the baker said to him, “O my lord, I have bak^ 
thee forty buns’ and have sent them to thy house; and now I 
will bake some firsts and as soon as all is done, I will bring it to 
thy bouse and go and fetch thee greens and meat." Abdullah 
handed to him throe handsful of jewels out of the fidi-hasket and 
going home, set it down there. Then he took a gem of price of 


^ Ar»l>. "Kijr Shuntyfc" i^itilioci to a angle buq. The Shunivk » « bun, u rtKlang 
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each sort and going to the jewd-bazar, stopped at the S^dic s 
shop and said to him, "Buy these preQOUs stones of me. * "Show 
them to me," said the Shaykh. So he showed them to him and 
the jew^dler said, "Hast thou aught beside these?"; and 
Abdullah replied, "I have a basket'fuU at home. The Syndic 
asked, "And whei« is thine house?" and the fisherman answered, 
"In such a quarter"; whereupon the Shaykli took the jewels 
from him and said to bis followers, "Lay hold of him, for he is 
the thief who stole the lewdlery of the Queen, the wife of our 
Sultan." And he bade beat him. So they bastinadoed tum and 
pinioned hiini after which tlw Syndic and all the people of the 
jewd'maxket arose and set out for the palace, saying, " We have 
caught the thief." Quoth one, “None robbed such an one but 
this v illain /' and quoth another," 'Twas none but he stoic all that 
was in such an one's house; ’ and some said this and others said 
that. All tbtg while he was silent and spake not a word nor 
returned a reply, till they brought him before the King, to whom 
said the Syndic, "O King of the age, when the Queen's neck¬ 
lace w’as stolen, thou sentest to acquaint us of the theft, lequiiing 
of us the discovery of the culprit; wherefore I strove beyond the 
rest of the folk and have taken the thief for thee. Here he 
standeth before thee, and these be the jewels we have reexn^ered 
from him." Thereupon tlie Kmg said to the chief eunuch, “Carry 
these jewds for the Queen to sec, and say to her, 'Are these thy 
property thou hast U>st?’" So the eunuch took the jewds and 
went in with them to the Queen, who seeing th^ lustre marv’dled 
at them and sent to the King to say, "1 have found my necklace 
in my own place and these jewds ate not my property; nay, 
they are finer than those of my necklace. So oppress not the 

man;"-^And Shahraiad perceived the dawn ol day and ceased 

saying her permitted say, 

CEIhen ft teas the .Bint ©nnlirth anb jFartpdfjirb Bigtih 

She said. It liath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
King's wife sent to the King to say. "These are not my 
property; nay, these gems are finer than those of my neckkice. 
So oppress not this man; but. if he will sell them, buy them for 
thy daughter Umm al'Su'ud,‘ that we may set them in a neck- 
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lace for When the eunuch returned and told the ICing 

what the Qu^ said, he damned the S/ndic of the jewellers, 
him and his compai>y^, with the damnation of Ad and Thamud,' 
and they said to him, '* *0 King of the age, we knew this man for 
a poor fisherman and deemed such things too much for him,* so 
wc supposed that he had stolen them" Cried the King, ye 
hlthy villains, begrudge ye a True Believer good fortune? Why 
did ye not make due enquiry of him? Haply Allah Almighty 
luth vouchsafed him these things from a source whereupon he 
reckoned not. Why did ye tnaL: him out a thief and disgrace 
him amongst the folk? Begone, and may Allah never bless yout" 
So they w'ent out a^righted and the King said to Abdullah, *'0 
man (Allah bless thee in all He hath bestowed on thee!), no harm 
shall befal thee; but tell me truly, whence gottest thou these 
jewels; for I am a King yet have I not the like of them.*’ The 
dsherman tcplLed, “O King of the age, I have a dsh'basket full 
of them at home and the case is thus and thus.” Then be told 
him of bis friendship with the Merman, adding, “We have made 
a covenant together that I shall bring him every day a haj^tret 
full ol fruit and that he shall fill me the basket with these jewels.” 
Quoth the King, O man this is thy lucky lot; hut wealth needeth 
tank,* I will defend thee for the present against men's domineer' 
ing; hut haply I shall he dcpc^ed or die and another rule in ray 
sti^d, and he shall slay thee because of his love of the goods of 
this world and his covetousness. So I am minded to marry thee 
to my daughter and make thee my Waiir and bequeath th^ the 
kingdom after me, so none may hanker for thy riches when I am 
gone. Then ^id he, “Hie wiih this man to the Hammam," & 
they bore him to the Baths and bathed his body and rob^ him 
in royal raiment, after which they brought him back to the King, 
and he made him his Waiir and sent to his house courts and 
the soldiers of his guard and all the wives of the notables, 
who clad his wife and children in Kingly costume and mounting 
the woman in a hoise'litter, with the little child in her lap, walked 
before her to the palace, escorted by the troops and couriers and 
officers. They also brought her cider children in to the King 


•Tribci of pA>.hiitiDric Ar«bf who w«tc tent (o tteH for b«d behtriour tn ptmlictt 
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who made much of them, taking them in his lap and seating them 
by his side; for they were oine children male and the King bad 
no son and hdr nor had he been blessed with any child save this 
one ^tighter, Umm al'Su'ud hight. Meanwhile the Quecq 
entreat Abdullah s wife wi± honour and bestowed favouts on 
her and made her Waziress to her. Then the King bade draw up 
the marriage contrEict between his daughter and Abdullah of the 
Land^ who aligned to her, as her dower, all the gems and 

! >rec]'ou5 stones in his poss^ion, and they opened the gates of 
esdva]. TTie King commanded by proclamation to decorate the 
dty, m honour of his daughter's wedding. Then Abdullah W'ent 
in unto the Princess and abated her maidenhead. Nmct morning 
the King looked out of the lattice and saw AbduDah carrying on 
his head a hsh'Crate full of fruit. So he called to him. “What 
hast thou there, O my son'in'law, and w’hitber wendest thou?" 
The fisherman replied, “To my friend Abdullah the Merman;" 
and the King said, “O my son'in'bw, this is no time to go to thy 
comrade." Quoth Abdullah, ^'Indeed, 1 fear to break tryst with 
Kim, lest he reckon, me a liar and say, 'The things of the world 
have diverted thee from me,' " and quoth the King, “Thou 
speaker sooth: go to thy friend and God help thee!** So he 
walked through the dty on his way to his companion; and. as 
he went, he heard the folk who knew him say, "There goeth the 
King's son-in-law to exchange fruit for gems!” whflsc those who 


* Thtf ntajitr, tspetrally fatnanincj will think thi» r hRE^ fiiv fur ikt piom 
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knew him not said, "Ho, fellow, how mtich a potind? Come, sdi 
to me.” And he answered, saying, “Wait till I come hack to 
thee," lor that he would not hurt the feelings of any man. Then 
he fared on dll he came to the sea'shorc and foregathered w'tth his 
friend Abdullah the Merman, to whom he delivered the fruit, 
receiving gems in rettem. He ceased not doing thus till one day, 
as he passed bv the baker s oven, he found it closed: and so he 
did ten days, during which rime the oven remained shut and he 
saw nothi^ of the baker. So he said to hitnsclf, “This is a 
strange thing! Would I wot whither the baker went?" Tlxen 
he enquired of his neighbour, saying, “O my brother, where is 
thy neighbour the baker and what hath Allah done with him?^'; 
and the other responded, “O my lord, he is sick and cometh not 
forth of his house/’ “Where is his house?” asked Abdullah; 
and the other answered, “In such a quarter/’ So he fared thither 
and enquired of him; but, when be knocked at the door, the baker 
looked out of window and seeing his friend the fi^erman, full 
basket on head, came down and opened the door to liim, Abdullah 
entered and throwing himself on the baker embraced him and wept, 
saying, “How dost thou, O my friend? Every day, I pass b? 
thine o\'en and see it unopened; so 1 asked thy neighbour, who 
told me that thou wast sick; therefore 1 enquired for thy house, 
that 1 might see thee.” Answered the baker, “Allah requite thee 
for me with all good! Nothing aileth me: but it reached me that 
the King had taken thee, for that certain of die folk had lied 
against thee and accused thee of bdng a robber wherefore I 
feared and shut shop and hid myself/* ‘True," said Abdullah 
and told him all that had befallen him with the King and the 
Shaykh of the jewellers’ bazar, adding "Morefover, the King liath 
given me his daughter to wife and made me his Wazir;” and, 
after a pause, “So do thou take w'hat is in this hsh''baskct to thy 
share and fear naught.” Tlien he left him, after having done 
away from him his affright, and returned with the empty crate to 
the King, who md to him* “O my sondnlaw, ’twould Becm thou 
hast not foregathered with thy friend the Merman today .” Re* 
plied Abdullah, “I went to him but that which he gave me I gave 
to my gossip the baker, to whom I owe kindness/’ “Who may be 
baker?” asked the King: and the hsherman answered, “He 
is a benevolent man, w'ho did with me thus and thus in the days 
of my poverty and never neglected me a single day nor hurt my 
feelings/’ Quoth the King, “What is his name?**; and quoth the 
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^shennan ‘"His name is Abdullah the Baker; and my name is 
Abdullah of the Land and that of my friend the Merman Abdullah 
ot the Saea." Rejoined the Ring, “And my name also is Abdullah; 
and the servants of Allah’ are 3l brethren. So send and fetch thy 
friend the haker, that 1 may make him my Waxir of the left,* *'^ 
So he sent for the baker who speedily came to the presence, and 
the King invest^ him with the Wasirial uniform and made him 
WijyV of the left, making Abdullah of the Land his Wazir of the 

right,--And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her permitted say . 


SStien fl tQaB lt)c ^inr S)nn:brth anb JfoTtp’fonrth .^ishL 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
King made his son^in^law, Abd ullah of the Land, Warir of the 
right and Abdullah the baker Wazir of the left, in such condirian 
the hsherman abode a whole year, every day carrying for the Mer¬ 
man the crate full of fruit and receiving it back, full of jewels: and 
when fruit failed from the gardens, he carried him raisins and 
almonds and filberts and wafniits and Hgs and so forth; and all 
that he brought for him the Merman accepted and returned him 
the Ssh'hiisket full of jewds according to his custom. Now it 
chanced one day that he carried him the crate, full of dry* 
fruits as was his wont, and his friend cook them from him. Then 
they sat down to converse, Abdullah the hsherman on the beach 
and AbduDah the Kfennan in the water near the shore, and dis' 
coursed; and the talk went round between them, till it fdl upon 
the subject of sepulchres: whereat quoth the Merman, “O my 
brother, they say that the Prophet (whom Allah assain and save!) 
is buried with you on the land. Knowest thou his tomb?’* 
Abdullah replied, “Yes; it lieth in a city called Yathrib.*'* A^ed 


^ AbtJiiUjih, ti huA been ot mhri^ of ATlah.'^ 
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the Mcnnan, “And do the people of the land visit it?* *' "Yes ” 
answered the hshennan, and the other said, I ^ve you joy, O 
people of the land, of visiting^ that noble Prophet and com* 
passionate, which whoso visiceth mericeth his inccrcessioo! Hast 
thou made such visitation, O my brother?" Replied the fisher* 
rr^an, “No: for I was poor and had not the necessary sum“ to 
spend by the way, nor have I been in easy case but since 1 knew 
thee and thou bestowedst on me this good fortune. But such 
visitation behoveth me after 1 have pilgiimed to the Holy House 
of Allah’ and naught withholdcth me therefrom but my love to 
thee, because I cannot leave thee for one day." Rejoined 
Merman, "And dost thou set the love of me before the visitation 
of the tomb of Mohammed (whom Allah assain and save!), who 
flKall intercede for thee on the Day of Review before AUah and 
shall save thee from the Fire and through whose inter' 
cession thou $halt enter Paradise? And dost thou, for the 
love of the world, neglect to visit the tomb of thy Prophet* 
Mohammed, whom God bl^ and preserve?” Replied Abdullah, 
“No, by Allah, 1 set the visitation of the Prophet's tomb above 
all else, and I crave thy leave to pray before it this year/* 
The Merman rejoined, **1 grant thee leave, on condition that 
when thou shalt stand by sepulchre thou salute him for me 
with the Salam. Furthermore i have a mist to give thee: so come 
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thou with me into the sea* that I may carry thee to my dty and 
entertain, thee in tny house and give thee a deposit; which when 
thou taJtest thy station by the Prophet's tomb, do thou lay there' 
on, saying, 'O apostle of Allah, AhduUah the Merman salutctb 
th^ and sendeth thee this present, imploring thine intercession to 
save him from the Fire/" Said the fisherman, ‘'O roy brother, 
thou wast created in the water and water is thy abiding' 
pbee and doth thee no hurt, bur, if thou shouldst come forth 
to the land, would any harm betide thee?” The Merman 
replied, “’Yes; my body would dry up and the breeaes of the 
land would How upon me and 1 should die.” Rejoined the 
fisherman, "And 1. tn like manner, was created on land and 
the land is my abiding-place; but, an i went down into the sea, 
the water would enter my belly and choke me and 1 should die.” 
Retorted the ot^r, "Have no fear for that, for I will bring thee an 
ointment, wherewnth when thou hast anointed thy body, thewatcr 
wilido thee no hurt, though thou shouldst pass the lave of thy life 
going about in the great deep: and thou shalt lie down and rise 
up in the sea and naught shall harm thee," Quoth the fisherman, 
"An the case be thus, well and good: but bring me the ointment, so 
chat 1 may make trial of it;*' and quoth the Merman, "So be it; 
then, taking the fiA'basket disappeared in the depths. He was 
absent awhQe, and presently returned 'with an unguent as it were 
the fat of yellow as gold and sweet of savour. Asked the 
fisherman, “What is this, O my brother?"; and answered the 
Merman. '"Tis the livepfat of a kind of fish called the Dand^* 
which is the biggest of all fishes and the fiercest of our foes. His 
bulk is greater than that of any beast of the land, and were he to 
meet a f- a m H or an elephant, he would swallow it at a single 
mouthful.” Abdullah enquired, "O my brother, what doth this 
baleful beast?”; and the Merman replied, “He eateth of the 
beasts of the sea. Hast thou not heard the saying, 'Like the 
fishes of the scar forcible eateth feeble?^''' "True; but have you 
many of these Dandans in the sea?” “Yes, there be many of 
them with us. None can tell their tale save Almighty Allah ” 


* I csRimt find "I>«idlti“ mn in Lib, Quintu* ilc Atjuinci* AiunMlIb«t of the lEtmcd 
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’‘Verily, 1 fear icsi, if I go down with thee into^i^edecp a crcattire 
of kind fall in wj3i me and devour me.” “Have no lear; 
when he secth thee, he will know thee for a son of Adam and will 
fear thee and flee. He dreadeth none in the sea as he dreadeeb a 
son of Adam; for that an he eateth a man he dieth forthright, 
because human fat is a deadly poison to this kind of creature; nor 
do we collect its liver^speck save by means of a man, when he 
falleth into the sea and is drowned; for that hia semblance bc' 
cometh changed and ofttimes his flesh is tom; so the Dandan 
eateth him , deeming him ihe same of the denize.ns of the deep, 
and dieth- Then wc light upon our enemy dead and take the 
speck of his liver and grease ourselves so that we can ov'cr-wander 
the main in safety, Afeo, wherever there is a son of Adam, though 
there be in thar place an hundred or two hundred or a thousand 
or more of these beasts, afl die forthright an they but hear hm. 

-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 

toas the l&ttitlircti anh dfortp-ffttf) ^fghl. 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abdullah 
of the sea said to Abdullah of the Land, “And if a thousand or 
mure of this kind hear an Adamite cry a single cry, forthright all 
die nor hath one of them power to remove from his place; so, 
whenever a son of Adam lallech into the sea. we take him and 
anoint him with this fat and go round about the depths with 
him, and whenever we see a Dandan or two or three or mor^ 
bid him cry out and they all die forthright for his once crying.” 
^oth the fisherman, “I put my trust in Allah;” and, doffing his 
^thes. buried tliHn in a hole which he dug in the beach; after 
which he rubbed his body from head to heels with that ointment. 
Then he descended into tic water and diving, opened his eyes and 
the brine did him nn hurt. So lie walked right and left, and if he 
would, he rose to the sea'face, and if he would, he sank to the 
base. And he beheld the water as it were a tent over his bead; 
yet it wrought him no hurt. Then said the Merman to him. 
“What seest thou. O my brother?”: and said he, “O my brother, 
I see naught save weal^; and indeed thou spakest truth in that 
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which thou saidst to me; ior the water doth me no hurt.* *’ Quoth 
the Mertnan, “Follow tne." So he followed him and they ceased 
not tamg from place to place, whilst Abdullah discox'cred be- 
fore him and on his nghi and left moumains of water and solaced 
himself by gating thereon and on the various sorts of fish, some 
great and some small, which disported themselves in the main. Some 
of them favoured bufialoes^ others oxen and others dogs and yet 
others human beings; but all to which they drew near fled, whenas 
they saw the fisherman, who said to the Merman, “O my brother, 
how is it that 1 sec all the fish, to which we draw near, flee from 
us afar?” the other, ’’Because they fear thee, for all things 
that Allah hath made fear the son of Adam.'” The fisherman 
not to divert himself with the marvels of the deep, till they 
came to a high mountain and fared on beside it. Suddenly, he 
heard a mighty loud cry and turning, saw some black thing, the 
bigness of a camel or biggeTt coming down uron him froto the 
liquid mountain and crying out. So he asked his friend, “What 
is this, O my brother?"; and the Merman answered, “This is the 
Dand^. He cometh m search of me, seeking to devour me; so 
cry out at him, O my brother, ere be reach us; else he will match 
me up and dev'our me^' Accordingly Abdullah cried out at the 
beast and behold, it fell down dead; which when he saw, he said, 
“Glorified be the perfection of God and His prafeci I smote it 
not with sword nor knife; how cometh it that, for all the vastness 
of the creature’s bulk, it could not bear my ay, but died?” Replied 
the Merman. ’’Maivd not, for, by Allah, O my brother, were there 
a thousand or two thousand of these creacures, yet could they no t 
endure the cry of a son of Adam." Then they walked on, ti ll 


* It ii » temptatimi to dcrii'ir rhJi wotA ftewn ktv/ i but ] f«r that th* thwr 
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d^y maide a dty, whose inhabitants the fiihennan saw to be ail 
womens there being no male among them; so he said to his com' 
panion, “O my brather, what dty is this and what are tHege 
women?* *' 'Hliis is the city of w'omen: tor its mbabiunts are of 
the women of the sea," "Are there any males amoi^ them?" 
"No!” "Then how do they oonedve and bear wung, without 
males?*" ‘The King of the sea banisheth them hither and they 
conceive not neither bear children. All the women of the sea,, with 
whom he IS wroth, he sendeth to this dty, and they cannot 
leave it; for, should one of them come forth therefrom, any of 
the beasts of the sea that saw her would cat her. But in 
other cities of the main there are both males and females," 
Thereu^n asked the fisherman, "Are there then other does 
than this in the sea?"; and the Merman answered, 'There are 
many " C^uoth the fisherman, "And is tliere a Sultan over you 
in the sear’ "Yes,” quoth the Merman. Then said Abdullah 
"O my brother, 1 have indeed seen many marvels in the main!" 
But the Merman said, "And what hast thou seen of its marvels?* 
Hast thou not heard the saying. The marv'ds of the sea are 
more manifold than the marvels of the land?’ ” 'True,” rejoined 
the fisherman and fell to gazing upon those women, whom he saw 
with faces like moons and hair like women's hair, but thdr hands 
and feet were in their middle and they had like fishes' tails. 
Now when the Merman had shown him the people of the dty, he 
carried him forth therefrom and forewalked him to another dty, 
which be found full of folk, both males and females, formed like 
the women aforesaid and having tails; but there was neither 
selling nor buying amongst dvem, as with the people of the land, 
nor were they clothed, but went all naked and with their shame 
uncovered. Said Abdullah "O my brother, I see males and 
females alike with their shame exposed,*" and the other said, 
'This is because the folk of the sea have no dothes." Asked 
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the hshcrman, “And how do they when they marry?" The 
Merman answered, "They do not maixy; but every one who 
taketh a hking to a female doth his will of her." Quoth Ab¬ 
dullah, “This is unbwful! Why doth he not ask her in marriage 
and dower her and make her a w^edding festival and marry her, 
in accordance with that w'hich is pleasing to Allah and His 
Aptistle?'*: and c^uoth the cither, “We are not all of one religion: 
some of us are Moslems, believers in The Unity, others hla:;arenes 
and w'hat not dsej and each marrietb in accordance with the 
ordinances of his cr^; but those of us who marry are mosdy 
Moslems “ The fisherman continued, “Ye are naked have 
neither buying nor selling among you: of twhat then is your 
wives* dowry? Do ye give them |eweU and predous stones?" 
The Merman rejoined “Gems with us are only stonra without 
wortli; but upon the Moslem who is minded to marry they 
impose a dowty of a certain number of fishes of various kinds 
that he must catch, a thousand or two thousand, more or le^, 
according to the agreement between himself and the bride*s father. 
As soon as he bringeth the amotmt required, the families of the 
bride and bridegroom assemble and eat the marnagehanquet; 
after which they bring him in to his bride, and he catcheth fish 
and feedeth her: or, if he be unable, she catcheth fish and feedeth 
him.** Enquired the fisherman, **And how if a woman commit 
adultery?”; and the other replied, **If a woman be convicted of 
this case, ^cy banish her to the City of Women; and if she be 
with child by her gallant, they leave her till she be delivered; 
then, if she give birth to a girl, they banish her with her, callin| 
her adulteress, daughter of adulteress, and she abideth a maid 
till she ^e; but; if the woman give birth to a male child, they 
carry it to Sultan of the Sea, who putteth it to death." 
Abdullah marvelled at this and the Merman carried him to 
another aty and thence to another and yet another, till he had 
diverted him with the sight of dghty cities, and he saw the 
people of each city unlike those of every other. Then said he 
to the Merman, “O my brother, are there yet other cities in the 
main?": whereto said the other, “And what hast thou seen of 
the cities of the sea and its wondrous spectacles? By the virtue 
of the noble Prophet, the benign, the compassionate, were I to 
shcfw thee every day a thousand cities for a thousand years, and 
in each city a ^ousand marvels, 1 should not have shown thee 
one carat of the fout'and'twenty carats of the cidts of the sea 
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and its niiracles! I have but shown thee our own proving and 
countryt nothing more." The fisherman thm resumed, * *'0 my 
brother, since this is the case, whar I have seen suficeth me, ior 1 
am a-weary of eating fish, and these fourscore days I have been 
in thy company, thou hast fed roe, morning and night, upon 
nothing but raw fish, ndther broiled nor boilw,” “And what is 
broiled and boiled?" "We broil fish with fire and boil it m w'ater 
and dress it in various ways and make many dishes of it." "And 
how should we come by fire In the sea? We know not broiled nor 
boiled nor aught else of the kind." "We also fry it in olivet 
and oil of sesame/" How should we come by oUve^il and oil 
of sesame In the sea? Verily we know nothing of that tiiou 
namest." "True, but O my brother, thou hast shown me many 
cities; yet hast thou not shown me thine own city." “^‘As for 
mine own dty, we pa^ed it a long way, for it is near the land 
whence we came, and I left it and came with thee hither, thinking 
only to divert thee with the sight of the greater cities of the sea." 
"That which I have seen of them su£c^ me; and now I would 
have thee show me thine own city." "So be it,” answered Abdul' 
lab of the Sea: and, returning on his traces, carried him back 
thither and said to him, "This is my city," Ahdullah of the Land 
looked and saw a city small by comparison with those he had seen; 
then he entered with his comrade of the deep and they fared on 
till they to a cave. Quoth the Merman, ‘This is my house 
and all the houses in the city are like this, caverns g^t and small 
in the mountaiiis; as are also those of every other city of the sea. 
For whoso is minded to make him a house must repair to the 
Ring and say tc him, wish to make me a house in such a 
place.' Whereupon the King sends with him a band of the fish 
called Teckens,’’* which have beaks that crumble the hardest rock, 
appointing for thetr wage a certain quantum of fish. They betake 
themselves to the mtamtam chosen by the intended owner and 
therein pierce the house, whilst the owner catcheth fish for them 
and feedeth them, till the cave is finished, when they wend their 


* Anib/*Shfrmj* ^ftiUstrMted from ripe teed buE rtpcdillv fram snainc. Tht Pcfsiini 

premmn^h ihuf ir it thuir aum wuH ”Shfriih"*pJijk3f Jn 

jytbcc garbl and hiVc a pun^dplt "Mliis™]" a; , BdJ-iituHfTiL ulnt ^ 

«l appKfd na Jew* wKn vfTf prefcf^ ifi aM cWirhcrc+dr irJiTcb 

ii wli£ik»nie to bdttcr n^hith ii ntji Thr hovrmr^ thm% it« tm£rrodent« 

tiK in ovdqni; thjt cxudndcmj nf the iOnin. 

* Arab *'Vaktlnjn " prohahlf i!rHi|E?nnT thfi redoubttbJr **Dindin-"* 




Abdui-lah and Abdullah. 


i8s 


ways and the house'owner taketh up his abode therdn. On such 
wise do all the people of the sea; they tratfic not one with other 
nor serve each other save by means of fish; and their food is fish 
and they themselves are a kind ot fish.* *’* Tlien lie said to him. 
“liiter!” So Abdullah entened and the Merman cried out, saying. 
”Ho, daughter minel” when behold, there came to him a d a ms e l 
with a face like the rondure of the moon and hair bng, hips 
heavy, eyes black^ged and waist slender; but she was naked 
and a tail. When she saw Abdullah of the Land she said to 
her sire, *'0 my father, what is this No'tail* thou hast brought 
with thee?"’ He replied, *’0 my daughter this is my frioid of the 
land, from whom I used to bring thee the^friuts of the ^ound. 
Come ^ther and salute him with the salam." So she came forw'ard 
and saluted the fishennan with loquent tongue and eloquent 
speech; and her father said to her, "Bring meat for our guest, by 
vi*hose visit a blessing bath betided us;*" whereupon she brought 
him two great h^es, each the bigness of a lamb, and the Merman 
said to him, So he ate for stress of hunger, despite him¬ 

self: because he was tired of eating fish and they had naught else 
save fish. Before long, in came the Merman’s wife, who was 
beautiful of form and favour and with her two children, each 


having in his hand a young fish, which he craunched as a man 
would ciaunch a cucumber. Wlien she saw the fisherman with 
her husband, she said, "What is this No-tail?" And ^e and 
her sons and their sister came up to him and fell to exMnining 
the back parts of AWuUah of the Land, and saying, “Yea, by 
Allah, he is tailless!": and they laughed at him. So he sold to 
the Merman, "O my brother, hast thou brought me hither to 
make me a butt and a laughing'Stock for thy children and thy 

consort?"-^And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitud say, 


^Tfjtn it toas tfie ^int ©imlircl) anb jTortp-iSfxft 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that 
Abdullah of the Land said to Abdullah of the Sea, "O my 
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brother, hast thou brought me hither to make me a butt and a 
laughing'Stock for thy children and thy consort?” Cried the 
Merman, “Pardon, 0 my brother] Those who have no tails are 
tare amf>ng us, and whenever one such is found, the SuUan taketh 
bim^ to make fun of him, and he abideth a marvel amongst us, 
and ah who see him bugh at him. But, O my brother, excuse 
these young children and this woman, for they tack wits. Th^ 
he cried out to his famhy, sayfeg, “Silence!"; so they were afraid 
and held their peace; whilst he went on to soothe Abduhah s 
mind. Presently, as they were talking, behold, in some ten 
Mermen, tail and strong and stout, and said to him, “O Abdullah, 
it hath reached the King that thou hast with thee a No-tail of the 
Notails of the earth.’* Answered the Merman, “Yes; and thb 
is he; but he is not of us nor of the children of the sea. He is 
my friend of the land and hath come to me as a guest and I 
purpose to carry him hack to the land." Quoth they, “We 
cannot depart but with him; so, an thou have aught to say, arise 
and come with him before the King; and whatso thou wouldst 
say to us, say thou that same to the King." Then quoth the 
Merman to the fisherman, “O my brother, my excuse is manifest, 
and we may not disobey the IGngt but go thou with me to 
him and I will do my best to deliver thee from him, Insballaht 
Fear not, for he deemeth thee of the children of the s«i; 
but, when he sceth thee, he know thee to be of the children 
of the land, and he will surely entreat thee honourably and 
restore thia to the land." And Abdullah of the Land ttplietl, 
“’Tis thine to decide, I will trust in Allah and wend w'ith 
thee." So he took him and carried him to the King, who, when 
he saw him, laughed at him and sai^ "Welcome to the No- 
tail!” And all who were about the King began to laugh at him 
and say, “Yea, by Allah, he is tailless!" Then Abdullah of the 
Sea came forward and acquainted the King with the fisherman’s 
case, saying, "This man is of the children of the land and he is my 
comrade and cannot live amongst us, far that he loveth not the 
eating of fish, except it be fried or boiled; wherefore J desire that 
thou give me leave to restore him to the land." Whereto the 
King replied, “Since the case is so, and he cannot five among us, 
I give tnee l^ve to restore him to his pbee, after due entertain¬ 
ment," presently adding, “Bring him the guest-meal." So ti «7 
brought him fish of various kinds and colours and he ate, in 
obedience to the royal behest; after which the King said to him. 
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“Ask a boon of me," Quoth he, “I ask of tfiec that thou give 
me jcwds;*' and the King said, "Carry him to the jewel-house 
and let him choose that whereof he hath need.*' So his friend 
carried him to the jewcl'house and he picked out wbatso he 
would, after which the Merman brought hun back to his own city 
and pulling cut a purse, said to him, "Take thb deposit and lay 
it on the tomb of the Prophet, whom Allah save and assain!" 
And he took it, knowing not what was therein. Then the 
\lermaii went forth with him, to bring him back to land, and by 
the way he heard singing and merrymaking and saw a table 
spread with fish and folk eating and singing and holding mighty 
high festival. & Abdullah of ^ Land said to his friend, "What 
ailctb these people to rejoice thus? Is there a wedding among 
them?" Replied Abdullah of the Sea, “Nay; one of them is 
dead." Asked the fisherman, "Then do ye, when one dieth 
amongst you, rejoice for him and sing and feast?'*; and the 
Merman answered, “Yes; and ye of me land, what do ye?" 
Quodi Abdullah of the Land, “When one dieth amongst us, we 
w'eep and keen for him and the women beat their faces and 
the bosoms of their ntitnent, in token of mourning for the dead." 
But Abdullah the Merman stared at him with wide eyes and said 
to "Give me the deposit!" So he gave it to him. Then he 
set him ashore and said to him, "i have broken off oui com- 
panlonship and our amity; wherefore from this day forward thou 
shaft no more see me, nor i see thee.*' Cried the fisherman, 
“Why saysc thou this?"; and the other said, *'Are ye not, O 
folk of the land, a deposit of Allah?’* **Yes." then," 

adted the Merman, “is it griev'ous to you that Allah should take 
back His deposit and wherefore weep ye over tt? How can I 
entrust thee with a deposit for the Prophet (whom Allah save and 
assain!), seeing that, when a child is bom to you, ye rejoice in it, 
albeit the Almighty setteth the soul therein as a deposit: and yet, 
when he taketh it again, it is grievous to you and ye weep and 
mourn? Since it is hard for thee to give up the deposit of A llah , 
how shall it be easy to thee to giv'e up the deposit of the 
^phet?‘ Wherefore we n»d not your oompanionsWp," Saying 
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thus he left him and disappcajed in the sea. Thereupon Abdullah 
of the Land donned his dr^ and taking the jewels, went up to 
the King, who met him In vilely and rejoiced at hia retum sayi^, 
‘*How dost thou, O my son'indaw, and what is cause of thine 
absence from me rhis while?’* So he told him his tale and 
acquainted him with that which he had seen of maivds in the 
sea, whereat the King wondered. Then he told him what 
Abdullah the Merman had said’; and the King replied, "Indeed 
thou wiSt at fault to tell him this," Nevertheless, he 
continued for some time to gp down to the shore and caU upon 
Abdullah of the but he answered him not nor came to him; 
so, at last, he gave up all hope of him and abode, he and the 
King bis father'in-law and the families of them both in the 
happiest of case and the pruedoe of nghteotis till there 

came to them the Destroyer of delights and the Se%'erer of 
societies and they died bU, Wherefore glory be to the Living, 
who dieth not, whose is the empire of the S^n and the Unseen, 
who over all things ia Omnipotent and is gracious to His servants 
and knoweth their every intent! And amongst the tales they tell 
is one anent 


HARUN AURASHID AND ABU HASAN, THE 
MERCHANT OF OMAN. 

The Caliph Harun al-Rashid was one night wakeful esoee^gly; 
so he called Masnir and said to him as soon as he came, “Fetch 
me Ja’afar in haste,” Accordingly, he went out and returned 
with the Wazir, to whom said the Caliph, “O Ja’afar wakefulness 
hath mastered me this night and forbiddeth sleep from^ me, nor 
wot 1 what shall drive it away from me." Replied Ja’afar, "O 
Commander of the Faithful, the wise say, ^Looking on a mirror, 
entering the Hammam'bath and hearkening unto song banish 
care and chagrin.* ” He rejoined, "O Ja’afar I have done all this, 
but it hadi brought me naught of relief, and 1 swear by my pious 
forbears unless thou contrive that which shall abate from me 
this insomny, 1 will smite thy OKk," Quoth ja'afar, “O Com^ 
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maoder of the Faithful, wilt thou do that which 1 shall cBunsel 
thee?" whereupon quoth the Caliph, “And what is that thou 
counselleth?" He r^li^ “It is that thou take boat with us 
and drop down Tigris River with the title to a place called Kam 
al'Sirat, so haplv wc may hear what we never heard or see whiu 
we never saw* * for 't£s said, “Hie solace of care is in one of three 
things; that a man what he never before saw or hear what 
he never yet heard or tread an earth he eret hath never trodden. 
It may be this shall be the tncans of remedying thy re^essn^ 
O Commander of the Faithful, Inshallahf There, on either side 
of the river, are windows and balconies one facing other, and it 
may be we shall hear or see from one of these somewhat where' 
with Our hearts may be heartened,” Ja'afar 5 counsel pleased the 
Caliph, so he rose from his place and taking with him the 
Wazir and his brother Al-Fad and lsaac‘ the boon'companioa 

and Abu Nowas and Ahu Dalar* and Masmr the Swordcr,- 

And Shahrazad percdved the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 


©hen it tofts tljt ilinc ©unhrch anh ^Dtip-aebcnih 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious tCing, that when the 
Caliph arose from bis seat with Ja’afar and the rest of the party, 
all entered the wardrobe, where they donned merchant's gear. 
Then they went down to the Tigris and embarking in a gilded 
boat, dropped down with the stream, till they came to the place 
they sought, when they heard the voice of a damsel singing to the 
lute and chanting these couplets, 

“To him when the wine cup is near I deekie. * While in coppice bud 
^rUlikh 3md trilled 

'How long this repining from joys and dcU^i? * Wake up far this life i* a 

!»iTtJwcd wareP * t i_ 

Take the ctip from the hartd of the frisnui who is dear With languisMiii^ 

eyedidi and luiguomus aif. . . . . . t t if - ^ 

t on his cheek a fresh which amid • His siQC'ltKks me fruit of 

granado-tree bare. 
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TJiou u-ouldst deem tbit ibe pbcc wluirc he tare bis fair check' * * Were 
while checks hues incendiary wear. 

Quoth the blatncr^ Target bunl But w'lwres my excuse • When hui side' 
face 13 gnywing the downiest bair?^ 

When the Caliph heanJ this, he said, "O Ja'afar, how gpodly is 
that voice!": and the Waair replied, "O our lord, never smote 
my hearing aught sweeter or goodlier than this singing! But, 
good my lord, nearing from behind a wall is only half^ b earin g; 
how would it be an we heard it from behind a curtain?" Quoth 
the Caliph, “Come, O Ja’afar. let us play the parasites wim the 
master of this house; and haply we shall look upon the song' 
stress, face to face " and quoth Ja afar, “1 hear and I obey." So 
they landed and sought admittance; when behold, there came out 
to them a young man, fair of favour, sweet of speech and fluent 
of tongue, who said to them, "Well come and welcome, O lords 
that honour me with your presence! Enter in al! comfort and 
convenient!" So they went in (and he with them) to a saloon 
with four faces, whose ceiling was decorated with gold and ite 
walls adorned with ultramarine.* At its upper end was a dais, 
whereon stood a goodly row of seats* and thereon sat an hundred 
damsels like moons. The house'mastcr cried out to them and 
they came dowm from their seats. Then he turned to Ja'afar and 
said to him '‘O my lord, I know not the honourable of you from 
the more honourable: Bismillahl deign he that is highest in rank 
among you favour me by taking the head of the room, and let his 
brethren sit each in his several stead." So they sat down, each ac¬ 
cording to his degree, wlulst Masrur abode standing before them in 
their service; and the host asked them, "O my guests, with your 
leave, shall I set somewhat of food before you?" and they 
answered, "Yes." Hearing this he bode his nandmaids bring 
food, whereupon four damsels with girded waists pbced in front 
of them a table, whereon were rare meats of that which tlieth 
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and walkctii earth and swimmedi seas, sand-grouse and qua^ 
and duckens and pigeons; and written on the raised edge of me 
tray were verses such as sorted with the cncertainmeiit. So they 
ate till they bad enough and washed their hands, after which said 
the young man, "O my brds, if you hax-e ^y let us know 
it, that we may have die honour of satisfying it. They repbw, 

“ Tis well: w-e came not to thy dwelling save for the sake of a 
voice wc heard from behind the wall of diy house, and we would 
fain hear it again and know her to whom it belong^. So, ^ 
thou deem right to vouchsafe us this favour, it will of the 
eenerosity of thy nature, and after we wiU return wh^ce we 
^e." Quoth the host, “Ye are welcome;" and, turning to a 
black slave'girl, said to her, "Fetch me thy mistt^ such an 
one." So she went away and returning with a chair of chinaware, 
cushioned with brocade, set it down: then withdrew again and 
presently returned with a damsel, as wei^he 
night of its full, who sat down Ofi the chair. Then the black gir 
gave her a bag of satin wherefrom she brought out *l lute, , 
with gems and jacinths and furnished wnch pe^ of gjold. - ^An 
Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per' 
micted say. 

®l)cn it bas ttre .^inc ©untoteb atib jfarto'eiijhtli 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, tfwt when 
fbp damsel came forward, she took her seat upon the 
brought out from its case a lute and behold, it was tt^d wim 
gems and jaciiiths and furnished with pegs of gold. Then toe 
tuned its strings, even as saith the poet of her and her lute in these 
lines, 

“She sits it in Up like a modier fond * And she strikes die strings that can 

make it sneak: , * „ , ■ r 1, , 

And peV finitcth her nghc an injunous touch * But her left repaira ol fici 

right the wreak^" 

Then she strained the lute to her bosom, bending o^^ it ^ moAer 
bendeth over babe, and swept the strings which complained as 
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child to mother complaineth; after which she placed upon it and 
began improvising these couplets^ 

‘'An Time my lover EcsGore me f'll blame him faille * Saying, 'Fas*, O my 
dear, the bowl and in pa^aing drain 

The wine which hath never mired with che heart of man * But he passes 
to jay fnHii annoy and to pteaauie from pain.* 

Then l^Jiyr anw to his task of sustaining the cup: * Didst e'er ree full 
Moon that in hand the star hath ta'en?' 

How oft I tatkod thro' the night, when its rounded Lune * Shed on darknEss 
of Tigris 'hank 3 beamy Taxni 

And when Luna sank in the Wes *twas as though she'd wave * O'er the 
length of the watery waste a gilded glaive.*’ 

When she had made an end of her verse, wept with sore weep' 
ing and all who were to the place wept aloud dll they were well' 
nigh dead; nor was there one of them but took leave of his wits 
and rent his raiment and beat his face, for the goodliness of her 
singing. Then said Al'Rashid, “This damsel's song verily denoteth 
thit she is a lover departed from her bdoved,” Quoth her master, 
“She hath lost father and mother;" but quoth the Caliph, ''This 
is not the w^eeping of one who hath li^ mother and father, 
but the yearning ot one who hath lost him she loveth." And he 
was delighted with her singing and said to Isaac, **By Allah, 
never saw I her like!"; and Isaac said, “O my lord, indeed I 
marvel at her with utterest marvel and am b^de mysdf for 
delict. " Now AI'Rashid with all this stinted not to took upon 
the nouse'inaster and note his charms and the daintiness of his 
fashion; but he saw on his face a pallor as he wotdd die; so he 
ttimed to him and said, “Ho, yrmth!" and the other said, 
“Adsum?—^at thy service, O my lord." The Caliph asked, 
“Knowest thou w'ho wc are?": and he answered, “No,” Quoth 
Ja'afar, “Wdt thou that 1 tell thee the names of each of us?“; 
and quoth the young man “Yes;” when die Waiir said, “This is 
the Commander of the Faithful, descendant of the uncle of the 
Prince of the Apostles,” and named to him the others of the com' 
pany; after which quoth Al'Rashid, “I wish that thou acquaint 
roe with the cause of the paleness of thy face, whether it be 
acquired or natural from thy birthtide.” Quoth he, “O Prince of 
True Believers, my case is wondrous and my affair marvellous; 
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were it graven with gravers on the eye-comers it were a wamer to 
whoso will be warned." Said the Caliph, “Tdl it to mei haply 
thy heahng may be at my hand," ^d the young man, “O 
Cnmmancle r oi the Faithful, lend me thine ears and give me thy 
whole mind." And he, *'Come; tdl it me, for thou makest me 

long to hear it/’ So the young man began,-"Know then, O 

PtxQce of True Believers, that 1 am a merchant of the merchants 
of the sea and come from Oman dty, where my sire was a trader 
and a very wealthy trader, having thirty diips trafficking upon the 
mam, whose yearly hire was thirt>' thousand dinars; and he was a 
generous man and had taught me writing and aU whereof a wight 
hath need. When his last hour drew near, he called me to mm 
and gave me the customary charge; dien Almighty Allah took 
him and admitted him to His mercy and may He continue the 
Commander of the Faithful on life! Now my late father had 
partners trading with his coin and voyaging on the ocean. So one 
day, as I sat in my house with a company of merchants, a certain 
of my servants came in to me and said, 'O my lord, there is at 
the door a man who ciaveth admittance to thee!’ 1 gave leave 
and he came in, bearing on his head a something covered. He 
set ti down and uncovered it, and behold it was a box wherein 
were fruits out of season and herbs conserx'ed in salt and 
such as are not found in our land. I thanked him and gifted him 
with an hundred dinars, and he went away grateful. Thai 1 
divided these things amongst my friends and guests who were 
present and asked them whence they came. Quoth they, 'They 
come from Bassorah,’ and praised them and went on to portray 
the beauties of Bassomh and all agreed that there was naught in 
the world goodlier dian Baghdad and its people. Then they fell 
to describing Baghdad and the fine manners of its folk and ffie 
excellence of its air and the beauty of its ordinance, till my soul 
longed for it and all my hopes dave to looking upon it. So 1 arose 
and selling my houses and Wds, ships and staves, negroes and hanffi 
maids, I got together my good, to wit, a thousand thousand dinars, 
besides gems and jewels, wherewith I freighted a vessel and setting 
out therein with Ac whole of Ae property, voyaged awhile. Then 
I hired a barque and embarking Acrdn wiA all my monies sailed 
up Ac river some days till we arrived at Baghdad, I enquired 
where Ae merchants abode and what part was pleasantest for 
domicile and was answered, *The Karkh quarter.* So 1 went 
AiAer and hiring a house in a Aoraugbfaie called Ae Street of 
VOL IX. 
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Saffron, transported all my goods to it and took up my lodging 
cberdn for some time. At last one day which was a Friday, I 
forth to solace mysdf taking with me somewhat of coin. I 
went first to a cathedral-tnosque, called the Mosque of Mansur, 
where the Friday serpioe was held, and when we had made an end 
of congregational prayers, 1 fared forth with the folk to a place 
hight Karn al'Siiat, where 1 saw a tali and goodly mansion, with 
a bdeony overlooking the river-tank and pierced with a UtticEr 
window. So 1 betodc myself thither with a company of folk and 
sighted there an old man sitting, handsomely dad and exhaling 
perfumes. His beard forked upon his breast in two waves like 
silver-wire, and about him were four damsels and five pages. So 1 
said to one of the folk, 'What is the name of this old man and 
what is his business?’; and the roan said, 'His name is Tahir 
ibn al-Alia, and he is a keeper of girts: all who gp into him eat and 
drink and look upon fair faces.' Quoth I, 'By AUah, this long 
while have I wandered about in search of something like this!' ” 

-"And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 

fl b]a£ Ifit ^ine i^unheth anh Jfortp-nmtl^ 

pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
young merchant cried, "By Allah this long white I have gone 
about in search of somethmg like this! x 1 went up to the 
^aykh, O Commander of the Faithful, and saluting him said to 
him, *0 my lord, I need somewhat of thee!' He replied, 'What 
is thy need?' and I rdoined,' 'Tis my desire to be thy guest to¬ 
night.* He said, ‘With all my heart; but, O my son, with me are 
many damsels, some 'vhose night is ten dinars, some forty and 
others more. Choose which thou wilt have.* Quoth I, *1 
choose her whose night is ten dinars.’ And 1 weighed out to hini 
three hundred dinars, the price of a month; whereupon he com¬ 
mitted me to a page, who carried me to a Hammam within the 
house and served me with goodly service. When I came out of 
the Bath he brought me to a chamber and knocked at the door, 
whereupon out came a handmaid, to whom said he, Take thy 
guest?’ She met me with welcome and cordiality, laughing and 
refoidhg, and brought me into a mighty fine room decorated with 
gold. I considered her and saw her like the moon on the night of 
its fulness having in attendance on her two damsels as they were 
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con^tdJations. She made me sit and seating herself by my 
fiignwi to her abvc^irk who set before us a tray covered wim 
di^cs of various kinds of pullets and quails and sa-od'' 

grouse and pigeons* So we ate our sufficiency, and ne^^er in my 
ufe ate I au^t more delicious dian this food* When we had eaten 
she bade remove the tray and sec on the ^rvioe of wine and 
flowers^ sweetmeats and fruits; and 1 abode with her a month in 
sufi case. At the end of that time, I repaired to the Bath; ^en, 
going to the old man. I said to hita, 'O my lord, I want her whose 
night is twenty dinars.^ 'Wdgh down the goli smd he. So I 
fetched money and weighed out to him six hundred dinarsJor a 
month’^s hire, whereupon he called a page and said to him, ‘Take 
thy brd here/ Accordingly he carried me to the Hammam and 
thence to the door of a chamber, whereat he knocked and there 
came out a handmaid, to whom quoth he, Take thy guest! She 
received me with the goodliest reception and I found in attoidanOT 
on her four slave^girls, w^hom she commanded to bring ^ 

they fe^ed a tray spread with ail manner meats, and I ate. 
When 1 had made an md of eating and the tiay had been re- 
movedi she took the lute and sang thereto these couplets, 

TOftings of musk fmni the B^bd-Iand! ^ Bear a taessigc imm me 
which my longings have planned: 

My tnxh is pledged to that place of yours. • And to fncncU mere tuding— 

And wherrin dwells she whm all bvm W * And would lieod. but she 
ocffiieth to no man^s haiitd' 

I abode with her a month, after which I returned to the Shay^ 
and said to him, *1 want the forty dinar one. Weigh out the 
money,' said he. So I weighed out to him twdve hundred dinars, 
the mensual hire, and abode with her one month as it were one 
day for what I saw of the comeliness of her semblance and the 
goo^ess of her converse. After this I went to the Shaykh one 
evening and heard a great noise and loud voices;: so 1 ^ked him^ 
'What is to do?*; and he answrered, saying, *11115 is die night of our 
temarkahlest nights, when all souls embark on the nver divert 
themselves by gating one upon other. Ifet thou a to go up 
to the roof and somce thyself by looking at the folk, Y^, 
answered I, and went up to the terrace-roof,^ whence I could see a 
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gathering of people with flatabeaua: and cressets, and great mirth 
and merriment. Then 1 went up to the end of the roof and beheld 
there, behind a goodly curtain, a little chamber in whose midst 
stood a couch of juniper-wood* plated with shimmering gold and 
covered w'ith a handsome carpet. On this sat a lovdy young lady, 
confounding all beholders with her beauty and oomeliness and 
symmetry and perfect grace, and by her side a youth, whose hand 
was on her and he was kissing her and she kissing him. 
When I saw them, O Prince of True Believers, 1 could not oontaio 
mysdf nor knew where E was, so da^ed and daziled was 1 by her 
beauty: but, when I came down, 1 questioned the damsel with 
whom I was and described the young lady to her. ‘What wilt 
thou with her?* asked she; and I, ‘She hath taken my wjl’ ‘O 
Abu al'Hasan, hast thou a mind to her?' ‘Ay, by Allah! for 
she hath captivated my heart and soul,' This is the daughter of 
Tahir tbn ^-Alaa; she is our mistress and we are all her hand¬ 
maids; but knowest thou, O Abu al-Hasan, what be the price of 
her night and her day?’ ‘No!’ ’Five hundred dinars, for she 
is a regret to the heart of Kings!’^ ’By Allah, 1 will spend all 1 
have on this damsel!’ So saying I lay, heartsorc for desire, 
through the livelong n^bc till the morning, when I repaired to the 
Hammam and presently donned a suit of the richest royal raiment 
and betaking myself to Ibn al-Alaa, said to him, 'O my lord, J 
want her whose night is five hundred dinars.’ Quoth he, ‘Weigh 
down the money.' So I weighed out to him fifteen thousand dinars 
for a month's hire and he took them and said to the page; 
'Cany him to thy mistress such an one!' Accordingly he 6c^ 
me and carried me to an apartment, than which my ej'cs never saw 
a goodlier on the earth’s face and there I found the young lady 
seated. When I saw her, O Commander of the Faithful, my reason 
was confounded with her beauty, for she was like the full moon on 

its fourteenth night,”-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased to say her permitted aay. 
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She resumed, It hath reached me. O auspidous King, that the 
young man continued to descn1]N£ before the Prince of True 
Believers the young lad>''s chaiacieristics, saytngi “She was like 
the full moon on ner fourteenth night, a mood of grace and 
symmetry and loveliness. Her speech shamed the tones of the 
lute, and it was as it were she whom the poet meant m these 
verses, 

‘She cried while played in her ride Derife* * And Night oer hung her with 
hbekest bke:— 

"O Night fthaii thy murk bring me ne^er a chum * To tumble am) futticr thii 
coynte of mc 7 ^ 

Acfcd Bht mioce that p%rt with her paLm and sgficd * Sore mghs and a weep* 
ing contiitued she, 

^As the toothfdck beautifies teeth e'en so * Must pnekk to coynte as a 
toothsuck be: 

O Mositims, id never a atand to your tocstf, * To asriat g. woman'i 

njccessityr 

Tberat fOR upstanding beneath iis dnthes * My yani, as crying. "At theei 

It theer 

And I lodAed her trouscT'-stiingi smtHug her; • ’Who art thou?’* and I ^id, 
"A reply to thy plea!^ 

And began to stroke her with wrist-thick yard, • Hurting Kinder ch^Jb by 
its potency : 

And she cried as I me after courses these * 'Suit thy gree the strokef" and 
I—‘suit thy gree!' 

And how e?tceUent is the saying of another! \ 

'A fair one, to tdubter^ if she ter face should diow. They'd leave thttr £dnb 
and her face for only Lord would fcncTw.. 

If in the Eastward she appeared unto a monk, for sure* He'd cease from 
tuming to the West and to the East bend iow* 

And if into the briny aea one day she chanced to spit. Assuredly the salt 
sea-fl Qoods ■t rai^ t frf3th and s^vcct would grow/ 

And that of another. 

'I looked at her one look and that da^ed me * Such rajtat gifts of mind 
and frjrm to see, 

When doubt inspired her that I loved her. and * Upon her chee^ the doubt 
showed rluTorily.' 


^ Thefv lifi** ve IB viii. 279. t Ou^c 
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I sklutcd her and said to me, 'Well come and welcome, and 
fair welcome!''; an^ taking me by the hand, O Prince of True 
Belie\'ers, made me sit down by her side* wbercuptm, of the 
of my desire, I fell a-weeping for fear of severance and 
pouring forth the tears of the eye, recited these two couplets, 

*! krve d* nights of pardhg therngh 1 joy nrt in the aame * Time haply may 
exchange them for the boona of Union-day; 

And the <ky& that ttmg Union I in^bvt' for single thoughEj * Seeing every^ 
tiling m life Ucking ^tcadfastrtE^ of atayJ 

Then she strave to solace me with soft sweet spee(^, but I was 
drowned in the deeps of passion, fearing even in union the pangs 
of disunion, for excess of longing and ecstasy of passion; and I 
b^ou^t me of the bwe of absence and estrangement and 
repeated these two couplets, 

‘I tlmught of eatrangemciit in her embrace • And my eyea ruoed teta red 
'Andam’WDod 

So I wiped tie drops on diat long white nccL; • For camphor* is wont to 
stay How of blood.' 

Then she bade bring food and there came four damsels, high'' 
besomed girls and virginal, who set before us food and fruits and 
confections and flowers and wine, such as befit none save kings. 
So, O Commander of the Faithful, wc ate, and sat over our wine, 
compassed about with blooms and herbs of sweet savour, in a 
chamber suitable only for kinra. Presently, one of her maids 
brought her a silken bag, which she opened and taking thereout 
a lute, laid it in her lap and smote its strings, whereat it com- 
plained as child oomplameth bo mother, and she sang these two 
couplets, 

‘Drink not pure wine except fftsn of deoder youii * Like wine fty 
dmtincss and like him eke the wine: 

For wine no pyance brings to him who drains the cup * Save bnng the 
cup'hoy check as fur and fain and Ene:' 

So, I abode with her, O Commander of the Faithfu!, month after 
month in similar guise, till all my raoney was spent; wherefore I 
began to bethink me of separation as I sat with her one day and 


* A mati unuTtMry cuenimwii tP * Pcr&ui wha cmnsm oimphor witb tW 
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my tears tailed down UMti tny dieeks like rills, and I became not 
knowing mght from li^t. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou we^?’; 
and tjuoth I, 'O light oi mine eyes, I weep because of our parting.’ 
She asked, ‘And what shall part me and thee, O my brd?*; 
and I answered, ‘By Allah, O my lady, from the day I came 
to thee, thy father hath taken of me, for every night, five 
hundred dinars, and nerw 1 have nodiing left. Right soothfast is 
the saw, Tenury makedi stnmgerhood at home and money 
m^ket h a home in scran gerhood’; and indeed the poet speaks 
truth when he saith, 

'Lack of good ts otilc to fliaii at hnsne; * And money shall house him 
u-hue'eT he n»m.' 

She replied, 'Know that it is my father’s custom, whenever a 
merchant abideth with him and hath spent all his capita!, to 
entertain him three days; then doth he put him out and he may 
return to us rje\^etTnore, But keep thou thy secret and oonced 
thy case and 1 will so contrive that thou shait abide with me till 
such time as Allah wiU;‘ for, indeed, there is in my heart a great 
bve for thee. Thou must know all my fadier s money is 
under my hand and he wotteth not its full tak; so, ex'ery morning, 
I will give thee a purse of five hundred dinars which do thou offer 
to ray sire, saying, ‘Henceforth, I will pay thee only day by 
day.' He will hand the sum to me, and I will give it to thee 
agam, and we will abide thus till such time as may please .^ah.'* 
'nicreupon I thanked her and kissed her hand: and on this wise, 
O Prince of True Believers, I abode with her a whole year, ^ 
it rhancful on a certain day that she beat one of her handmaids 
grievously and the slavc'girl said, 'By Allah, I^will assuredly 
torture thy heart, even as thou hast tortured me!' So she went 
to the girl’s father and exposed to him all that had passed, first 
and last, wliich when Tahir ibn Alaa heard he arose forthright and 
coming in to me, as I sat with his daughter, said, *Ho, such an 
one!'; and 1 ^d, ‘At thy service.’ Quoth he, "Tis our wont, 
when a merchant grow' poor with us, to giv'e him hospi^'^ three 
days; but thou hast had a year with us. eating and drinking and 
doing what thou wouldst.' Then he turned to his pages and cned 
to them. ‘Pull off his doEhes.* They did aa he ba^ them and 
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gave nae ten dirfiaans atid an o!d suit worth five silvers: after 
which he said to me, ‘Go forth; I will not beat thee nor abttse 
thee; but wend thy ways and if thou tarry in this town, thy blood 
be upon thine own head.' So 1 went forth, O Commander of the 
Faithful, in my own despite, knowing not whither to hie, for had 
fallen on my heart all the trouble in the ivorld and 1 was occupied 
with sad thought and doubt. Then 1 bethought me of the wealth 
which I had brought from O ma n and said in myself, ‘1 came 
hither with a thousand thousand dinars, part price of thirty ships, 
and have made away with it all in the house of yonder ill'omened 
nun, and now 1 go forth from him, bare and broken-hearted! But 
there is no Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the 
Glorious, the Great!’ Then 1 abode three days in Baghdad, 
without tasting meat or drink, and on the fourth day seeing a ship 
boutid for Bassorah, 1 took passage in her of the owner, and when 
we reached our port, I landed and went into the bazar, being sore 
anhxuigered. Presently, a man saw me, a grocer, whom I had 
known aforetime, and coming up to me, embraced me, for he had 
been my friend and my father's friend before me. Then he ques- 
tioned me of my case, seeing me dad in those tattered dothes; 
so I told him all that had befallen me, and he aid. 'By Allah, 
this is not the act of a sensible man! But after this that hath 
befallen thee what dost thou purpose to do?' Quoth I, ‘I know 
net what I Aall do,' and quoth he, 'Wilt thou abide widi me 
and write my outgo and income and thou shall have two dirhams 
a day. over and above thy food and drinkr f agreed to this and 
abode with him, O Prince of True Believers, selling and buying, 
ciU 1 had gotten an hundred dinam; when 1 hired me an upper 
chamber by the rivcpside, so haply a ship should come up with 
mo-ebandi^, that I might buy goo^ with the dinars and go ^ck 
with them to Baghdad. Now it fortuned that one day, there came 
ships with merchandise, and all the merchants resorted to them to 
buy, and I went with them on board, when behold, there came 
two men out of the hold and setting themselves chairs on the 
deck, sat down thereon. The merchants addressed themselves to 
the rwain with intent to buy, and the man said to one of the crew, 
‘Bring the carpet.' Accordingly he brought the carpet and 
spread it, and another came with a pair of saddle-bags, whence 
he took a budget and emptied it on the carpet; and our sights 
were datzled with that which issued therefrom of pearls and corals 
and jacinths and camehans and other jewels of all sorts and 
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colours.”-And ShaJiraxad perceiwecl die dswn of day and 

ceased saying lier permitted say. 


d tf)t iltne anb jfif(p<Eirdt 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the young 
merchant, after recounting to the Caliph the matter of the Iwand 
its containing jewels of aS sorts, continued, “Presently, O Com' 
mander of the Faithful, said one of the men on the chaits, 'O cenD- 
pany of merchants, will sell but this tO'day, by way of spending' 
money, for that we are weary,' So the merchants fell to bidding 
one against ocher for the jewels and bid dll the price reached four 
hundred dinars. Then said to me the owner of the bag (for he 
was an old acquainiaace of mine, and when he saw me, he came 
down CO me and saluted me), 'Why dost thou not speak and bid 
Lte the rest of the merchants?' 1 said, 'O my lord, by Allah, 
the shifts of fortune have run against me and I have lost my 
w'calth and have only an hundred dinars left in the world,' 
Quoth he, 'O Omini, after thk vast wealth, can only an 
hundted dinars remain to thee?’ And I Tvas abashed before 
him and my eyes filled with tears; whereupon he looked 
at tnc and indeed my case was grievous to him- So he said 
to the merchants, 'Bear witness against me that 1 have sold 
all that is in this hag of various gems and precious stones to 
this man for an hundred gold pieces, albeit I know them to be 
worth so many thousand dinars, and this is a present from 
me to him,' Then he gave me the saddle-bag and the carpet, 
with ail the jewels that were thereon, for v?hidi I thanked him, and 
each and every of the merchants present praised him. Presently 
I carried all this to the jewel-market and sat there to sell and buy. 
Now among the precious stones was a round amulet of the handi¬ 
work of the masters,’ weighing half a pound: it was red of the 
brightest, a carnelian on both whose sides were graven characts 
and characters, like the tracks of ants: but I knew not its worth. 
I sold and bought a whole year, at the end of which 1 took the 
amulet* * and said, "This hath been with me some while, and 1 
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know not what it ie nor what may be its value.’ So I gave it to 
the broker who took it and went round with it and returned, sayuig, 
‘None of the merchants will give me more than ten dirhams lor 
it.' Quoth I, ‘I will not sell it at that price;' and he threw it in 
my /ace and went away. Another day 1 again offered it for sale 
and its price reached fifteen dirhams; whereupon 1 took it from 
the broker in anger and threw it hack into the tray. But a few 
days after, as I sat in my shop, there came up to me a man, who 
bore the traces of travel, anJ saluting me, said, ‘By thy leave, 1 
will turn over what thou List of wares.* Said I, ^'Tis well,’ and 
indeed, O Commander of the Faithful, I was still WTOth by reason 
of tbe lack of demand for the talisman. So the man fell to turning 
over my wares, but took nought thereof save the amulet, which 
when he saw', he kissed his J^d and cried, ‘Praised be Allah!* 
Then said he tc me, ‘O my lord, wilt thou sell this?’; and I 
replied, ‘Yes,’ bemg still angry. Quoth he, ‘What is its price?' 
And 1 asked, ‘How much w'ilt thou give?' He answered 
‘Twenty dinars’: so I thought he was making mock of me and 
exclaimed, ’Wend thy ways,’ But he resumed, i will give thee 
fifty dinars for it.' I made him no answer, and he continued, ‘A 
thousand dinars.’ But I was silent, declining to reply, whilst be 
laughed at my silence and said, ’’^'hy dost thou not letum me an 
answer?' 'Hie thee home,' repeated I and was like to quarrel 
with him. But he bid thousand after thousand, and 1 still made 
him no reply, till he said, ’WHt thou sell it for twenty thousand 
dinars?' I still thought he was mocking me; but the people 
gathered about me and all of them said, ‘Sell to him, and if he 
buy not, we will all up and at him and drub him and thrust him 
foT^ the city.' So quoth I to him, ’Wilt thou buy or dost thou 
jest?’: and quoth he, ’Wilt thou sell or dost thou Joke?' f said, 
'I ’will sell if thou wilt buy:’ then he said, ’I wiU buy it for 
thirty thousand dinars; take them and make the baig;ain;’ so I 
cried to the bystanders, 'Bear witncK against him,’ adding to 
him, 'But on condition that thou acquaint me with the virtues and 
profit of this amulet for W'hich thou payest all this money.' He 
answered, ’Close the bargain, and 1 will tell thee this;* I rejoined, 
‘1 sell it to thcef and he retorted, 'Allah be witness of that 
which thou sayst and testimony?’ Then he brought out the 
gold and giving it to me took the amulet, and set it in his bosom ; 
after which he turned to me and asked, ’Art thou content^' 
Arswered I, 'Yes,' and he said to the people, ’Bear witness 
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against him that he hath closed the bargain and torched the pricej 
thirty thousand dinars-* Then he turned to me and said, ‘H^kye, 
ray poor fellow, hadst thou hdd back from selling, by Allah 1 
’would have bidden thee up to an hundred thousand dinars, nay, 
even to a thousand thousand f When I heard these words, O 
Commander of the Faithful, the blood fled my face, and from that 
day there overcame it this pallor thou secst. Then said I to him, 
‘Tell me the reason of this and what is the use of this amulet,' 
And he answered, saying, 'Know that the King of Hind hath 
a daughter, never was seen a thing tairtr than she, and she is 
possessed with a faJlmg sickness*^ So the King summoned the 
Scribes and men of science and Divines, but none of them could 
ttikvt Imr of this. Now I was present in the assembly; so 1 said 
to him, ‘O King, 1 know a man called Sa'adu'Uih the Babylonian, 
than whom there is not on the face of the earth one more masterly 
in these matters, and if thou see fit to send me to him, do go. 
S^d he. ‘Go to him;' and quoth I, ‘Bring me a piece of 
cameltan.* Accordingly he gave me a great pie(^ of camelian 
and an hundred thousand dinars and a present, which I took, and 
with w'hich I betook myself to the land of Babel. Then I sought 
out the Shaykh and when he was shown to me 1 delivered to him 
the money and the present, which be acc^ted and sending for a 
lapidary, bade him tashioit the camelian into this amulet. Then 
he abode seven months in observation of the stars, till he choK 
out an auspicious time for engraving it, when he graved upon it 
these talismanic characters which thou seest, and I took it and 

returned with it to the King,’"-And Shahraiad perceived the 

da’wn of day and ceased to say her pennitted ay. 


ailjcn it toag the .^ine ©unDrel anb ififtP-^ecortb 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious ^g, that the 
young fnan said to dit Cotninaxider of the Faithful^ So after the 
Shaykh had spoken, 1 took this talisman and returned with it to 
the King. Now the Princess was bound with four chains, and 
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every nigh t a. skv^'igirl lay with her and was found in the moming 
with her throat cut. Tik King took the amulet and laid it upon 
his daughter who was straightway made whole. At this he 
rejoiced with exceeding joy and invested me with a vest of honour 
and gave alms of much money; and he caused set the amulet in 
the Princesss necklace. It chanced, one day, that she embarked 
with her women in a ship and went for a sail on thesta. Presently, 
one of her maids put out her hand to her, to sport with her, and 
the necklace brake asunder and fell into the waves. From that 
hour the possessor* of the Princess returned to her, wherefont 
peat grief bedded the King and he gave me much money, saying, 
Go thou to Shaykh Sa'adu'tlah and let him make her anotlier 
amulet, in lieu of that which is lost,' 1 journeyed to Babel, 
hut found the old mao dead; whereupon I letumcd and told the 
King, who sent me and ten others to go round about in all 
countries, so haply we might find a remedy for her; and now Allah 
hath caused me happen on it with tnee.* iw^ying these words, he 
took from me the amulet, O Commander of the Faithful, and went 
his ways. Such, then, is the cause of tli^e wanness of my conj- 
pletion. As for me, I repaired to Baghdad, carrying all my ivealth 
wfith me, and took up my abode m the lodgings where 1 lived 
whilomE, On the morrow, as soon as it wms light, I donned my 
dress and betook myself to the house of Tahir ibn al'Alaa, that 
haply I might see her whom i loved, for the love of her had never 
ceas^ to increase upon my heart. But when 1 came to his home, 
I saw the balcony broken down and the lattice builded up; so I 
stood awhile, pondering my case and the shifts of Time, till there 
came up a serving-man, and I questioned him, saying, * What hath 
God done with Tahir jbn nl’^AIaa?' He answered, ‘O my brother, 
he hath repented to Almighty Allah,^' Quoth f. *What was the 
cause of his lepcutance?'; and quoth he, 'O my brother, in such, 
a year there came to him a merchant, by name Abu al-Hasaa the 
Omani, who abode wnth his daughter awhile, till his wealth was all 
spent, when the old man turned him out, broken-hEarted. Now 
the girl toved him with exceeding love, and when she was parted 
from him, she sickened of a sore sickness and came nigh upon 
death. As soon as her father knew how it was with her, he sent 
after and sought for Abu al-Hasan through the lands, pledging 
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himseli to bestow upon whoso should produce him an hundred 
thousand dinars; but none could ^d him nor come on any trace 
ol him; and she is now hard upon death/ Quoth h ‘And how 
is it with her sire?‘ and quoth the servant, *He hath sold all his 
girls, for grief oI that which hath befallen him, and hath repented 
to Alm^hty Allah.’ Then asked I, 'What wouldst thou say to 
him who should direct thee to Ahu al-Hasan the Omani?’: and 
he answered, 'Allah upon thee, O my brother, that thou do this 
and quidten my poverty and the poverty of my parents!’* I 
rejoined, 'Go to her father and say to him. Thou owest me the 
reward for good newrs, for that Abu al'Hasan the Omani standeth 
at the door/ With this he set off trotting, as he were a mule 
loosed from the mill, and presently came back, accompanied by 
Shaykh Tahir himself, who no sooner saw me chan he returned to 
his house and gave the man an hundred thousand dinars which he 
took and went away blessing me. Then the old man came up and 
embraced me and wept, saying, 'O my lord, w'here Iiast thou been 
absent all this while? Indeed my daughter hath been killed by 
reason of her separation from thee; but come with me into the 
bouse,* So we entered and he prostmccd himself in gratitude to 
the Almighty, saying, ‘Praised be Allah who hath reunited us 
with thee!’ Tlicn he went in to his daughter and said to her, 
'The Lord hath healed thee of this sickness;* and said she, 'O 
my papa, I never be whole of my sickness, save I look upon 
the face of Abu aS'Hasan/ Quoth he, ‘An thou w-ilt eat a morsel 
and go to the Hammam, I wm bring thee in company with him/ 
A&kM she, 'Is tt true that thou sayst?'; and he answered, 'By 
the Great God, 'tis tnief She rejoined, ‘By Allah, if 1 look 
upon his face, I shall have no need of eating!* Tlien said he to 
his page, 'Bring in thy lord/ Thereupon I entered, and when 
she saw me, O fVince True Believers, she fell down in a swoon, 
and presently coming to hersdf, recited this couplet, 

‘Yea. AlLili hath joiricd the parted twain, * When no tlicugfat they thou^t 
e'er ID meet again.' 


Then she sat upright and said, 'By Allah, O tny lord, J had not 
deemed to see riiy face ever more, save it were in a dream!* So 
she embraced me and wept, and said, *0 Ahu al'Hasan, now will 
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1 eat and drink.’ The old man her sire rejoiced to bear these 
words and they brought her m^t and drink and we ate and drank^ 
O Commander of th^ Faithful. After this, I abode with them 
awhiie, riU she was restored to her former beauty, when her father 
sent for the Kad and the witnesses and bade write out the 
marriage'contract between her and me and made a mighty great 
bric^feast; and she ia my wife to this day and this is my son by 
her.” So saying he went away and returned with a boy of rare 
beauty and symmetry of form and favour to whom said he, “Kiss 
the ground before the Commander of the Faithful." He kissed 
ground before the Caliph, who man'eUed at his beauty and glorified 
his Creator; after which Al'Rashid departed, he and his company, 
saying, "O Ja afar, verity, this is none other than a marvelbus thing, 
never saw 1 nor heard I aught more wondrous." When he was 
seated in die palace of the Caliphate, he cried, “O Masrurl" who 
repl^, “Here am T, O my lord!" Then said he, “Bring the 
year's tribute of Bassorah and Baghdad and Khorasan, and set it 
in this recess.’" Accordingly he laid the three tributes together 
and they were a vast sum of money, whose tak none mi^t tdl 
save Allah. Then the Caliph bade draw a curtain before the 
recess and said to Ja'afar, "Fetch me Abu al'Hasan." Replied 
Ja'afar, "I hear and obey," and going forth, returned presently 
with the Omani, who kis^d ground before the Cah'ph, fearing lest 
he had sent for him because of some fault that he had committed 
when he was w'ith him in hk hrmse. Then said Al'Rashid, 
“Harkye, O Omani’" and he replied, “Adsum. O Prince of True 
Believers! May Allah ever bestow his favours upon theei" 
Quoth the Caliph, “Draw back yonder airtain," Thereupon 
Abu al'Hasan drew back the curtain from the recess and 
was confounded and perplexed at the mass of money he saw 
th^. Said Al'Rashid, "O Abu al-Hasan, whether k the more, 
this money or chat thou didst lose by the amulet?^"; and he 
anm'ered, '‘This is many times dm greater, O Commander of the 
Faithful!" Quoth the Galipli, * *‘Bcar witness, alt ye who are 
present, that I give this money to this young man." So Abu 
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al'Hasan kissed ground and was abashed and wept before the 
Caliph for F jc ewr of joy. Now when be we^ the tears ran down 
from his eyelids upon his cheeks and the hlood returned to its 
place and his face became like the moon on the night of its 
fulness. Whereupon quoth the Caliph, ‘'There is no god but the 
God I Gbry be to Him W'ho dccr eeth change upon change and 
is Hirasdf the Everlasting w'ho ebangeth not!" Saying these 
words, he bade fetch a mirror and showed Abu al-Hasmi his face 
therein, which when he saw, he prostrated himself, in gratitutfe to 
the Moat High lord. Then the Caliph bade transport the money 
to Abu al-Hasan's house and charged the young man not to absent 
himself from him, so he might enjoy his company as a cupcom' 
panion. Accordingly lie paid him irequent visits, dll Al'Rashfd 
departed to the mercy of Almighty Allah; and glory be to Him 
who dieth not the Lord of the and the Unseen! And among 
tales they tell is one touching 


IBRAHIM AND JAMILAH.' 

An'KjiAsiB,* ^/azir of Egypt, had a son named Ibrahim, than 
whom there was none goodlier, and of his fear for him, he suffered 
him not to go fort^ sax^ to the Friday prayers. One day, as the 
youth was returning from the mosque, he came upon an old man, 
with whom were many books; so he lighted down from his horse 
and seating himself beside bim , began to turn over the tomes and 
examine them. In one of them he espied the semblance of a 
w'oman which all but spoke, never was seen on the earth's face one 
more beautiful; and as this captivated bis reason and confounded 
his wit, he said to the old man, "O Shaykli, sdl me this picture." 
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The bookseller kissed ground between his hands and said, *'0 my 
lord, *tis thine without price.'" Ibrahim gave hira an hundred 
dinars and taking the boot in which was the picture, fell to ga^g 
upon it and weeping night and day, abstaining from meat and 
drink and sleep. Then said he in his mind, "An I ask the book' 
seller of the painter of this picture, haply he will tell me; and if 
the origmal be living, 1 will seek access to her; but, if it be only 
a picture, I whll leave doting upon it and plague tnygelf no more 

for a thing which hath no rem existence."-And Shahraaad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


laijen it biaK tije J^int ?|untir£b atth jfifrp-tfjlrh 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, chat the 
youth Ibrahim said in his mind, "An I ask the bookseller of the 
painter of this picture, haply he will tell me; and, if it be only a 
picttne, 1 will leave doting upon it and plague myself no more for 
a thing which hath no real existence." So on the next Friday 
he bet(»k himself to the booksdler. who sprang up to receive him, 
and said to him, "Oh unde, tell me who painted this picture." 
He replied, "O my lo^^ a man of the people of Baghdad paint^ 
it, by name Abu ail-Kasim al'Sandalani who dwelled in a quarter 
called Al'Karkh; but I know not of whom it is the portraiture." 
So Ibraliim left him without acquainting any of his household with 
his case, and returned to the palace, after praying the Friiy 
prayers. Then he took a bag and filling it with gold and gems 
to the value of thirty thousand dinars, waited till the morning, 
when he w’cnt out, without telling any, and presently overtook a 
c^van. ^ Here he saw a Eadawi and asked him, "O unde, what 
^tance m between me and Baghdad?"; and the other answra'ed, 
“O my son, w^here art thou, and where b Baghdad?* Verily, 
b^een thee and it is two months' journey." Quoth Ibrahim, 
X) nunde, an thou wilt guide me to Baghdad, f will give thee an 
hundred dinars and this mate under me that is worth ocher 
thou^d gold pieces;" and quoth the Badawi, "Allah be witness 
of what we say! Thou ahalt not lodge this night but with me." 
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So Ibrahim agreed to this and passed the night with him At 
break of dawn, the Badawi took him and fared on with him in 
haste by a near road, in his greed for the mare and the promised 
good^ nor did they leave wayfaring till they came to the walb of 
Baghdad, when said the wddUng, “Praised be Allah for Safety! 
O my lord, this is BaghdaxL" Whereat Ibrahim rejoiced with 
eiceeding joy and alighting from the mare, gave her to the Desert' 
man, togeth^ with the hundred dinars. Then he took the bag 
and entering the dty walked on, enquiring for the quarter Ah 
Karkh and die station of the merchants, till Destiny dmve him to 
a by'way, wherein were ten houses, five fronting five, and at the 
farther end was a two'Ieaved door w'ith a silver ring. By the gate 
stood two benches of marble, spread with the finest carpets, and 
on one of them sat a man of handsome aspect and reverend, clad 
in sumptuous clothing and attended by five hfamelukes blie moons. 
When the youth Ibrahim saw the street, he knew it by the dc' 
sedption the bookseller had given him; so he salamed to the man, 
who returned his saturation: and bidding him welcome, made him 
sit down and asked him of his case* C^oth Ibrahim, “i am a 
stranger man and desire of thy favour wat thou look me out a 
house in this street where I may rake up my abexie." With this 
the other cried out, saying, “Ho, Ghai;alah!^'‘; and there came 
forth to him a slave-girl, who said, “At thy service, O my lord!" 
Said her master, “Take some servants and fare ye all and every 
to such a house and dean it and furnish it with whatso is needful 
for this handsome youth*" So she went forth and did his bidding; 
whilst the old man took the youth and showed him the house; and 
he said, “O my lord, how much may be the rent of this house?" 
The other answered, “O bright of face, I will cake no rent of thee 
whilst thou abidest therein." Ibrahim thanked him for this and 
the old man called another shve-girl, whereupon there came forth 
to him a damsel like the sun, to whom said he, “Bring chess." 
So she brought it and one of the servants set the doth;* where' 
upon said the Sbaykh to Ibrahim, “Wile thou play with me?"; and 
he answered, "Yes." So they played several games and Ibrahim 
beat him, when his adversary exclaimed, “Well done, O youth! 
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Thou art indeed perfect in quaJitiea, By Allah, there ia not 
one in Baghdad can beat me, and yet thou ^teo me!” 
Now when they had made ready the house and tumished it with. 
all that was netful, the old man dehvered tW keys to Ibrahim 
and said lo him, ^'O my lord, wilt thou not enter my place and 
eat of my bread?” He assented ami walking in with him, found 
it a handsome house and a goodly, decorate with gold and full 
of all mann er pictures and furniture galore and other things, such 
as ton^e faileth to set out. The old man welcomed him and 
called for food, whereupon they brought a table of the make of 
Sana'a of AI'Yaman and spread it with all manner rare viands, 
rhan which there was naught costlier nor more delicious. So 
Ibrahim ate his sufficiency, after which he washed his hands and 
proceeded to inspect the house and furniture. Presently, he turned 
to look for the leather bag, but found it not and said in himself, 
‘'There k no Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the 
Glorious, the Great! I have eaten a morsel worth a dirham or 
two and have lost a bag wlierein is thircy thousand dinars' worth: 
but I seek aid of Allah!" And he was ^ent and could not apeak, 

-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceas^ to 

say her permitted say. 

iSfitn fl baas the .^tne l^unhrch anh Jfiftp-Courtli 

She resumed, It hath reached me. O auspidous King, that when 
the youth Ibrahim saw that his bag was lost, he was silent and 
could not speak for the greatness of his trouble. Presently his 
host brought the chess and said to him, "Wilt thou play with 
and he said, “Yes." So they played and the old man beat 
him. Ibrahim cried, “Well done!" and left pbying and rose: 
upon which his host asked him, “What aileth thee, O youthr' 
whereto he answered, “I want the bag." Thereupon the Shaykh 
rose and brought it out to him, saying, “Here it is, O my lord. 
Wilt thou now return to playing with rae?“ “Yes," replied 
Ibrahim. Acoordingiy they played and the young man beat him. 
Quoth the Shaykh, '■'When thy thought was occupied with the 
bag, I beat thee: but, now I have brought it back to thee, thou 
beatest me. But, tell me, O my son. what countryman art thou." 
Quoth Ibrahim. “1 am from Egypt," and quoth the oldster, “And 
what is the cause of thy coming to Baghdad?’whereupon 
Ibrahim brought out the portrait and said to him , "Know, O unck, 
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that 1 am the son of Al'Kasib, Wadr of Egypt, and 1 saw 
With a bookseiler this picture, which bewildered my wit, \ asked 
him who painted it and he said, ‘He who wrought it is a man, 
Abu al'K^m al'Sanddani bight, who dwelleth in a street called 
the Street of Sa5roa in the Karkh qviarter of Baghdad/ So 1 
took with me somewhat of money and came hither alone, none 
knowing of my case; and I desire of the fulness of thy favour that 
thou direct me to Abu al'Kasim, so 1 may ask bim of the cause 
of his painting this picture and whose portrait it is. And whatso' 
ever he dearth of me, J wiU give him that same/* Said bis host, 
‘*By Allah, O ray son, I am Abu al'Kasim al-Sandalani, and this 
is a prodigious diiiig how Fate hath thus driven thee to me!’' 
Now' when Ibrahim heard these words, he rose to him and 
embraced him and kissed his head and hands, saying, *‘Albh 
upon thee, tell me whose portrait it ist" The other replied^ “I 
hear and I obey/' and rising, opened a closet and brought out a 
number of books, wherein he Ivad painted the same picture. Then 
said he* "Know, O my son, that the original of this portrait is my 
cousin, the daughter of my father's brother, whose name is Abu 
al'Lays/ She dwelleth in Bassorah of which city her father is 
governor, and her name is Jamilah—the beautiful. There is not 
on the face of the earth a fairer than she: but she is averse fr^m 
men and cannot hear the word 'man' pronounced in her presence. 
Now I once repaired to my unde, to the intent that he should 
marry me to her, and was lavish of wealth to him; but he would 
not consent thereto: and when hi* daughter knew of this she was 
indignant and sent to me to say, amongst other things, ‘An thou 
have wit, tarry not in this town; else wilt thou perish and thy sin 
shall be on thine own neck For she is a virago of viragoes. 
Accordingly J left Bassorah, brokenhearted, and limned this like' 
ness of her in books and scattered them abroad In various lands, 
so haply they might fall into the hands of a comely youth like 
thyself and he contrive access to her and peradventure she might 
fall in love with him, purposing to take a promise of him tiiat, 
when he should have possession of her, he w’ould show her to me, 
though I look but for a moment from afar off/' When Ibrahim 
son of AI'Kasib heard these words, he bowed his head awhile m 
thought and Al-Sandalani said to him, ‘*0 my son, I have not 
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seen in Baghdad a fairer than then, and m^cems that, when ^ 
seeth thee, she will love thee, Art thou willing, therefore, in case 
thou be united with her and get possession of her, to show her to 
me, if 1 look but for a moment from afar?” Ibrahim relied, 
“Yes;** and the painter repined, “This being so, tarry wim me 
till thou set out." But the youth retorted, **I cannot tarry 
longer; for my heart with love of her is ^ afire.” “Ha\'e 
patience three days,*' said the Shaykh, *'tili I fit thee out a ship, 
wherein thou mayst fare to Bassorah.” Accordingly he waited 
whilst the old man capped him a craft and stoi^ therein all 
that he needed of meat and dnnk and so forth. When the three 
days were past, he said to Ibrahim, “Make thee ready for the 
voyage; for 1 have prepared thee a packet'boat furnished with all 
thou requirest. The craft is my property and the seamen are of 
my &er%'ants. In the vessel is what su£ce thee till thy return, 
and 1 ^ve charged the crew to sen'e thee till thou come back in 
safety.** Thereupon Ibrahim farewelled his host and embarking, 
sailed down the river till he came to Bassorah, where he puU^ 
out an himdrcd dinars for the sailors, but they said, “Wc have 
gotten our hire of our lord/* Howe\'er he replied, ‘Take this by 
way of largesse; and I will not acquaint him therewith/' So they 
took it and blessed him, Then the youth landed and entering 
the town asked, “Where do the merchants lodge?’* and was 
answered, “In a Khan called the Khan of Hamad^/’’ So he 
walked to the market wherain stood the Khan, and all eyes were 
fixed upon him and men's sight was attracted to him by reason 
of his exceeding beauty and loveliness. He entered the caravan* 
serai, w'ith one of the sailots in his company: and, asking for the 
porter, was directed to an aged man of reverend aspect. He 
saluted him and the doorkeeper returned his greeting; after 
which Ibrahim said to him, ”0 uncle, hast thou a nice chamber?” 
He repL'ed, “Yes,” and taking him and the sailor, opened to them 
a handsome room decorated with gold, and said, “O youth, this 
chamber befitteth thee.'* Ibrahim pulled out two dinars and gave 
them to him, saying, ‘Tate these to kcy-moncy.”* And the 
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porter took them and blessed him, Then the youth Ibrahim sent 
the sailor bank to the ship and entered the room, where the door' 
keeper abode with him and served him, saying, '* *0 my lord, thy 
coining hath brought us joy!" Ibrahim gave him a dinar, and 
said, "Buy us herewith Dread and meat and sweetmeats and 
wine*" Accordingly the doorkeeper went to die market; and, 
buying ten dirhams* worth of victual, brought it back to Thrahiui 
and gave him the other ten dirhams. But he cried to him, "SpenU 
them on thysdf;" whereat the porter rejoiced with passing joy. 
Thiai he ate a scone with a little kitchen^ and gave the rest to Ae 
concierge, adding, “Carry this to the people of thy household." 
The porter carried it to bis family and said to them, "Methinkcth 
there is not on the face of the earth a more generous than the 
young man who has come to lodge with us this day, nor yet a 
pleasanter than he. An he abide with us, we shall grow rich.” 
Then he returned to Ibrahim and found him w^eeping; so he sat 
down and began to rub® his feet and kiss them, saying, “O my 
lord, wherefore weepest thou? May Allih noi make thee weep!” 
Said Ibrahim, *'0 uncle, I have a mind to drink with thee this 
night;'' and the porter replied, "Hearing and obeying!" So 
he^ ve him live dinars and said, “Buy us fresh fruit and wine;" 
and presendy added other five, saying, “With these buy also for 
us dessert* and flowers and £ve fat iowb and bring me a lute,” 
The doorkeeper went out and, buying what he had ordered, said 
to his wife, “'Strain this wine and cook us this food and look thou 
dness it daintily, for this young man overwhelmeth us with his 
bounties.” She did as he bade her, to the utmost of desire; and 
he took the victuals and carried them to Ibrahim son of the 

Sultan.-And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say, 

IBljcn it teas! Iljc fjtne I&unlrreti anh ififtn-fiftfj 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that then they 
ate and drank and made merry, and Ibrahim wept and repeated 
the following verses. 
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mv friend J an I lendiatd my life, my sprite, * My wealth and whatever 
uui mKrld cu unii^\ 

Kay* th' EnmiA Gaidm and Paiadiac^ • For an h*iif of Uiumi my 
heart would buy't!'^ 

Th£n he fiobbed a great sob and fell down a'swoon. The 
porter sighctl, and when he came to himself, he said to 
him, **0 my lord, what is it gaxs thee weep and who is she 
to whom thou alludcst in these verses? Indeed, she cannot 
be but as dust to thy feet” But Ibrahim arose and 
for all reply brought out a parcel of the richest 
fhat women wear and said to him, "Take this to thy Haiim, 
So he carried it to his wife and she returned with hM 
to the young maji^s hxJging and behold, she found him 
weeping, quoth the doorfceep^ to him, “\?erily, thou breakest 
our hearts? Tell us what fair one thou desirest, and she shall 
be naught save thy handmaid.'^ Quoth he, uncle, know that 
I am the son of Al'Kadh, Warir of Egypt, and 1 am enamoured 
of Jamilah, daughter of Abu al-Lays the Gowemor " Exclaimed 
the porter's wif^ '‘AUahl Allah I O my brother, leave this 
lest any hear of us and we perish. Verily there is not on earth’s 
face a more masterful than she, nor may any name to her the 
word 'riian,’ for she is averse from men, Wherefore, O my son, 
turn from her to other than her." Now when Ibrahim heard th^, 
he wept with sore wiping and the doorkeeper said to him, “I 
have nothing save my life; but that 1 wiU ri^ for thy love and 
find thee a means of winning thy will.” Then the twain went out 
from him, and on the tnormw he betook hims elf to the H am mam 
and donned a suit of royal raiment, after which he returned to his 
lodging, when behold, the porter and his wife came in to him and 
said, ” 1 ^ 0 w, O my lord, that there is a humpbacked tailor here 
who seweth for the lady Jamilah. Go thou to him and acquaint 
him with thy case; haply he will show thee the way of att^ing 
thine aim." So the youth Ibrahim arose and betaking himsdf 
to the shop of the humpbacked tailor, went in to him and found 
with him ten Mamelukes as they were moons. He saluted them 
with the salam, and they returned his Ereeting and bade him 
welcome and made him sit down; and indeed they rejoiced in 
him and were amazed at his charms and loveliness, cspe^ly the 
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hunchback who was confounded ac his beiUJty of form and favour. 
Presently he said to the Gobbo. "1 desire that thou sew me up my 
pocket;" and the tailor cook a needleful of silk and sewed up his 
pocket which he. had tom purposely; whereupon Ibrahim ^ve 
him Jive dinars and retumied to bis lodging. Quoth the tailor, 
“What thing have 1 done for this youth, tb^ he should give me 
five gold pieces?" And he passed the night, pondering his beauty 
and generosity. And when morning morrowed IbraMm repaired 
to the shop and ^uted the tailor, who returned his salam and 
welcomed and made much of him. Then he sit down and 
said to the hunchback, "O unele, sew up my pocket, for I have 
rent it again.” Replied the tailor, "On tny head and eyes, O my 
son,*' and sewed it up; whereupon Ibrahtin gave him ten ducats 
and he took them, amazed at his beauty and generosity. Then 
said he, "By Allah, O youth, for this conduct of thine needs must 
he a cause, this is no matter of sewing up a pocket. But tdl me 
the truth of thy case. An thou be in love with one of these 
boys,‘ by AUah. there is not among them a comdier than thou, 
for they arc each and every as the dust at thy feet; and behold, 
they are all thy slaves and at thy connDind, Or if it be other 
than this^ tdl me/* Replied Ibrahim, "O uncle, this is no plat^ 
for talk, for my rase is wondrous and my alfair marvellous." 
Rejoined the tailor» "An it be so, come with me to i place apart.'* 
So saying, he rose up in haste and took the youth by the hand 
and carrying him into a cham ber behind the shop, said, "Now 
tdl me thy tale, O youth!" Accordingly Ibrahlnj related his 
story first and last to the tailor, who was amazed at his speech 
and cried, "O youths fear Allali for thyself ;■ indeed she of whom 
thou speakest is a virago and averse from men. Wherefore, O my 
brother, do thou guard thy tongue, else tbcfu wilt destroy thyself." 
V^Tico Ibrahim heard the hunchback's words, he wept with sore 
W'crmjng and clinging to the tailor's skirts said, "Help me, O my 
unc^ or I am a dead man; for I have left my kingdom and the 
kingdom of my father and grandfather and am become a stranger 
in the lands and lonely; nor can 1 endure without her” When 
the tailor saw how it xwas with him, he pitied him and said, “O my 
son, 1 have but my life and that I will venture for thy love, for 
thou makest my heart ache. But by to-morrow I will contrive 
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thee somra^hat whereby thy heart shall be so!aced.” Ibrahim 
blessed him and returning to the khan, told the doorkeeper what 
the hunchback had said, and he answered, ''''Indeed, he liath dealt 
kindly with thee," Ncit mondng, the youth donned his richest 
dress and taking a purse of goH repaired to the CSobbo and 
saluted him. Then he sat down and said, "O unde, keep thy 
word with me." Quoth the hunchback. "Anse forthrighc and 
take thee three fat fowls and three ounces' of sugaf'Candy and 
two small jugs which do thou liU with wine; also a cup. Lay aU 
these in a budget' and tO'mQrrow, after the morning-prayers, 
boat with them, saying to the bt^tman, ‘1 would have thee row 
me down the river below Bassoiah,' An he say to thee, 'I cannot 
go farther than a parasang* do thtm answer, ‘As thou wilt;’’ bur, 
when he shall have come so far, lure him on with money to carry 
thee farther; and the first Hower-garden thou wilt descry after this 
will be that of the lady Jamilah. Go up to the gate as soon as 
thou espiest it and there thou wilt see two high steps, carpeted 
with brocade, and seated thereon a Quasimodo like me. Do thou 
complain to him of thy case and crave his favour; beldce he will 
have compassion on thy condition and bring thee to the sight of 
her, though but for a moment from afar. This is all I can do for 
thee; and unless he be naoved to pity for thee, we be dead men, I 
and thou. This then is my rede and the matter tests with the 
AlmightyQuoth Ibrahim, "1 seek aid of Allah; whatso He 
willeth becometh; and there is no Majesty and there is no Might 
save in Alkhl" Then he left the hunchback tailor and returned 
to his lodging where, taking the things his adx'iser had named, he 
laid them in a bag. On the morrow, as soon as it was day, he 
went down to Tigris bank, where he found a boatman asleep; 
so he awoke him and giving him ten sequins, bade him row him 
down the river below Bassorab. Quoth the man, "O my lord, it 
must be on condition thar 1 go no farther than a parasang; for if 
I pass that distance by a span, I am a kwt man, and thou too,'‘ 
And quoth Ibrahim, “Be it as thou wilt." Th^eupon he took 
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him and drctpped down the river with him dli he drew near the 
fiower^garden, when he aaid to him , ''O my son, I can go no 
farther; for, if I pass this limit, we are both dead men." Hereat 
Ibrahim pulled out other ten dinars and gave them to him, saying, 
“Take this spending'money and better thy case therEwithal." The 
boatman was ashamed to refuse him and fared cm with him crying 

“I commit the iiffair to Allah the Almighty!"-And Shahrasad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


Rhcn it toms the iJine ^unhreh anh iTiftp-eixth 

She continued. It hath rtached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the youth Ibrahim gave the boatman odrer ten dinars, the man 
took them, saying, *'I oommit the affair to Allah the Almighty!" 
and fared on wi^ him down stream. When they came to the 
ilowcr'garden, the youth sprang out of the boat, in his |oy, a spring 
of a spear’s cast from the land, and cast himself down, whilst the 
boatman turned and fled. Then Ibrahim fared forward and found 
all as It had been described by the Gobbo: he also saw the garden- 
gate open, and in the porch a couch of ivory, whereon sat a hump¬ 
backed man of pleasant presence, dad in gold-laced clothes and 
bending in hand a silvern mace plated with gold. So he hastened 
up to him and scidng his hand kissed it; whereupon asked the 
hunchback, "Who art thou and whence oomest thou and who 
brought thee fiither, O iny son?" And indeed, when the man saw 
Ibrahim Khasib'son, he was amated at his beauty. He answered, 
"O uncle, I am on ignorant lad and a strangeT;" and he wept. 
The hunchback had pity on him and taking him up on the couch, 
wiped away his tears and said to him, "No harm shall come to 
thee. An thou be in debt, may Allah settle thy debt; and if thou 
be in fear, may Allah appease thy fear!" Replied Ibrahim, "O 
uncle, 1 am neither in fear nor am I in debt, but have money in 
plenty, thanks to Allah." Rejdned the other, "Then, O my eon, 
what is thy need that thou venturest thyself and thy loveliness to 
a place wherein is desemedon?" So he told him his story and 
disclosed to him his case, whsireupon the man bowed his head 
earthwards awhile, then said to him, "Was he who directed thee 
to me the humpbacked tailorr* "Yes," answered Ibrahim, and 
the keeper said, “This is my brother, and he is a blessed manr* 
piesently adding, ‘‘‘But, O xay son, had not a^ection for ^ee sunk 
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into my h^art, and had I not taken tompa^ion on thee, verily 
thou wert lost, thou and my bitjther and the doorkeeper of the 
Khan and bis wife. For know that this dower'^rden hath not 
ita like on the face of the earth and that it is c^cd the Garden 
of the Wild Heifer,* nor hath any entered it in all my life long, 
save the Sultan and myself and its mistress Jamilah; and 1 ha\'e 
dwelt here twenty years and never yet saw any else attain to this 
stead. E\'cry forty days the Lady Jamilah oometh hither in a 
bark and landeth in the midst of her women, under a canopy of 
satin, whose skirts ten damsels hold up with hooks of gold, whilst 
she entercth, and I sec nothing of her, Katheless, I have but my 
life and 1 will risk it for tbe sake of thee." Herewith Ibrahim 
kissed his hand and the keeper said to him, "Sit by me, 1 
devi^ somewhat for thee." Then he took him by the hand and 
carried him into the flower'garden which, when he saw, he deemed 
it Eden, for therein were trees intertwining and palms high tower' 
ing and waters welling and birds writh various voices carolling. 
Presently, the keeper brought liim to a domed pa^dlion and said to 
him. '"‘This is where the Lady Jamilah sitteth," he pyp n iTn^ 
it and fo^d it of the rarest of pteasanccs, full of all manner 
paintings in gold and bpis lazuli. It had four doors, whereto man 
moimted by five steps, and in its centre was a cisteni of water, to 
vrhich led down steps of gold all set with precious stones. 
Amiddlewards the baan was a fountain of gold, with figunes, large 
and small, and vmter jetting in gerbes from their mouths; and 
when, by reason of the issuing forth of the water, they attun^ 
themselves to various tones, it seemed to the hearer as though he 
were in Eden. Round the pavilion ran a channel of water, turning 
a Persian w’Kecl® whose buckets* were silvem covered with bity 
cade. To the left of the pavilion* was a lattice of silver, giving 
upon a green park, wherein were all manner wild cattle and 
gazelles and hares, and on the right hand was another lat tirf, 


UnJan-pEarf: tnt hert lued in the kuk of 
T*itd cow. the bubaltu uuelope. itlu^ng m nmtire of Mi« Jamilah Wo 

MC wy in^ iJiBr riiE park «« ftJJ of "WuPifeV - wilj ciiido. 

' *** Petwwt f»hael, for vhos# miuic kc PilBrimagg 
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overlooktfig a meadow full of birds of all sorts* warbling in various 
voices and bewildering the hearers' wits. Seeing all this the youth 
was delighted and sat down in the doorway by the gardener, who 
said to liim, "How scemeth to thee my gaiden?'’ Quoth Ibrahim 
" Tis the Paradise of the world!” Whereat the gardener laughed. 
Then he rose and was absent awhile and presently returned with 
a tray, full of fowls and quails and other dainties including sweet' 
meats of sugar, which fcic set before Ibrahim, saying, ‘‘Eat thy 
sufficiency." So he ate his Jill, whereat the keeper rejoiced and 
cried, "By Allah, this is the fashion of Kings and sons of Kings!”^ 
Then said he, “O Ibrahim, what hast thou in yonder bag?” Ac' 
cordingly he opened it before him and the keeper said, '‘Carry it 
with thee; 'twill serve thee when the Lady Jamilah cometh; for 
whim once she is come, I shall not be able to bring thee food." 
Then he ro^ and taking the youth by the hand, brought him to a 
place fronting the pavilion, where he made him an ;irKiur^ among 
the trees and said to him, “Get thee up here, and when she 
cometh thou wilt see her and she wiU not see thee. This is the 
best I can do for thee and on Allah be our dependence! Whenas 
she singeth, drink thou to her singing, and wnenas she depancth 
thou shalt return in safety wh^ce thou earnest. InsbaUah!" 
Ibrahim thanked him and would have kissed his hand, but he 
forbade him. Then the youth laid the bag in the arbour and 
the keeper said to him, "O Ibrahim, walk about and take thy 
pleasure in the garth and eat of its fruits, for thy mistress's ooming 
is appointed to be to-morrow.” So he sobced himself in the 
gard^ and ate of its fruits; after which he righted with the 
keeper. And when morning morrowed and showed its sheen and 
shone, he prayed the dawn-prayer and presently the keeper came 
to him with a pale face, and said to him, "Rise, O my son, and go 
up into the arbour: for the sbve-girls are come to order the place, 

and she cometh after them;"-^And Shahrasad peredued the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

GSbdt it taJAff the Jfjint iO&nTilircli atilt jFiftp-schtnffi Jliolit. 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, chat when the 
keeper came to fbrahJcQ Khasib-son in the Garden he said to him. 


< F-iStmt fTtatty rcupeci t cij^dnEli* when the ater it » lover* 

■ At^ ‘"AKliwLh^"* A word flf iniLny tenf^ Rftt, vmeMrdlu, CtC* 
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“Rise; O my ^nd go up into the arbour; for the slavc-girb art 
cnmg to order the place and she Cometh after them. So beware 
lest thou spit or sneeze or blow thy nose^; else we are dead men, 
I and thou." Hereupon Ibrahim rose and went up into bis nest, 
wtulst the keeper fared forth, saying, “Allah grant thee safety, O 
my son!” Presently behold, up came four sbve'girls, whose 
like none ever saw, and entering the pavilion, doffed their outer 
dresses and washed it. Then they sprinkled it with rosewater 
and incensed it with ambergris and aloeswood and spread it with 
brocade. After these came fifty other damsels, with inscniments 
of music, and amongst them Jamilah, within a canopy of red bro' 
cade, whose skirts the handmaidens bore up with hoo^ of gold, till 
she had entered the pavilion, so that Ibrahun saw naught of hernor 
of her raiment. So he sard to himself, “By Allah, all my travail is 
lost! But needs must 1 wait to see how the case will be." Then the 
damsels brought meat anddrink and they ateand drank and washed 
their hands, ^ter which they set her a roj'al chair and shesat down; 
and all played on instruments of music and with ravishing voices 
incomparably sang. Presently, out tan an old woman, a duenna, 
and clapped haneb and danced, whilst the girls pulled her about, 
till the curtain was lifted and forth came Jamilah laughing. lbia<^ 
him gazed at her and saw that she was clad in costly robes and 
ornaments, and on her head was a crown set with pearls and gems. 
About her long fair neclt she wore a necklace of unions and her 
waist w^ clasf^d with a girdle of chrysolite bugles, with tassels 
of rubies and pearls. The damsels kiss^ ground before her, and. 


‘ To or blow ihc (ww ]n food loeictr ii “tuIsw.*’ Snerntig (At-'Auih) b a com. 
plicxfzil mS^t, Fof T«liinijic mKTitjofl* nf death by •neeiing *« Lm« (M . E. ebapT. vSi), 
AnvonjfM Kindwj Kweiing and yawning atccaitted by eyit ^jiriu whuin they driircaway 
by mopping rhnjnb and fciiESiigcr a* louiUy a pcadbte- The pagan Arnba heU aneeciiB 
a bad omen, which often ateippcit th«ir joumeya. Mnalcnu believe that when Ailali plttced 
the Spul (fife ?) in Adam, the dry day became fleah and bone and the Flfat htan, waking 
to JUe^ aneoAl and eiacnlatod *^AJha[rHJiiIllhih;” wheieio Gahtid tcpiicd, “AUah have 
•netcy upon thee, O Adaml” Mohamnwd, who iikod anMgii>p bceauae aecotnpanied by 
j^tnrti of body and opetuies* of pores, aaid of it, '“If a man sneeee or emeiate and say 
^iUhamdollllih' he avem eeventy diicaaca of whid the least » leprosy" (Juiiin); atn, 
’ ” JIM *n*e«e, let hhn cvdittm, ‘AllinmifriUthh,* and Jet thnae around salute him 
in fetnm with, 'Allah have mercy upon thee F* and lastly let him lay, 'Allah direct yoo and 
ftreitgtheti your condiiioti.*" Modertts prefer, "Allah avert what may|oy thy (bel”*»(our 
whI bless youll to which the answer is "Alhaindoiillah I" Mohammed disliked yawning 
(Sushi or ^uabil, becatise not beneSdal as a aseeee aiul aaiil, "If one of yoo gape and 
eovcT not bisflvouth, adeviilesps into it” This is still apppulat supentitiofl from Baghdad 
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“When I consrclcned her" (quoth Ibrahim)* * “I toot leave of 
my senses and wit and I was dazed and my thought was con' 
founded for amazeinent at the sight of loveliness whose like is not 
on the face of the earth. So 1 fdl into a swoon and coming to 
myself, weqjing-eyed, recited these two couplets, 

‘I flee the* and dose not mine eyes for fear * Lest ihcir Uds ptcvent me be- 
holdifi? thee: 

An I gazed with mine every gUnce these eyne • Ne*er could sight 3JI the 
Imhness moulding the*.’ ” 

Then said the old Kahramanah^ to the girls, '“‘Let ten of you, arise 
and dance and sing.** And Ihrahmi wheji looking at them said 
in himself, *'l wish the bdy Jamilah would dance,” When the 
handmaidens had made an end of thdr pavane, they gathered 
round the Princess and said to her. "O my lady, we long for thee 
to dance amongst cs, so the measure of our joy may be fulfilled, 
for never saw we a more delidous day than this,” Quoth Ibrahim 
to himself, *'Daubless the gates of Heaven are open* and Allah 
hath granted my prayer,'* Then the damsels bussed her feet and 
said to her, *''By Allah, we never saw the e broadened of breast as 
tD'day!" Nor did th^ cease exciting heii tili she doffed her 
outer dress and stood in a shift of cloth of gold,* broidered with 
various jewels, showing breasts which stood out like pome^ranataa 
and unveiling a face as it were the moon on the night of fulness, 
Then she bffian to dance, and Ibrahim beheld motions he had 
never in his life seen their like, for she showed such wondrous skill 
and marvellous invention, that she made men forget the dancing 
of bubbles in wine'cups and called to mind the inclining of the 
turbands from head^-tops: even as saith of her the poet®, 

A (hncer whose fuijii is lilcs bruirh of Bin! * Flio my sou! ni^ u bu 

steps I greet: 

Whik he (knees no foot stands still snd oieseemfl • That the fire of coy htan 
is beeieadi bis feet," 


* A ilqennfl, nurserr Bovefiwsi, eie. Sec i. 231 . 

• Fee this the tale tailed "Tlie Night of Power," vtJ, tj. ISO. 

*The Anflle-lndtaii "KLneob'’ (Kimkh'ib); bracade, silk with Bold or aim, 

‘L«ae finds a nEcdlesR £lii«ilty in tlilt lentence, which ia fafrietthed Only beetuse 
Kutu fciip)) nquirea Ruua (head-tops) by way of jingle. Et moana only " Twu merry 
in hin when beards wrag nil." 

•The Edit, ^res two coopleti whidi have iltcidr oecBired from the Bel. Edit, 
i. MO. 
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And as quoth another,' 

“A (bjirer vihcse figure » tike a wilkiw'bianch; my soul quittetb me 

at the sight at her iDovemcnte. 

No foot can ranain natiimuy at her daodng, ihc is as though the fire of toy 
heart were biuiejLch her feet.” 

Quoth Ibraltim, “As I gajyid upon her, she chanced to look up 
and caught sight of me whereupon her face changed and she said 
to her wxfmen, 'Sing ye cill I came back to you.' Then, taking 
up a knife half a cubit long, she made towFirds me, crying. There 
is no Maje^ and there is no Might save in Allah , tnc Glonous, 
the Great!' Mow when [ saw this, I well-nigh lost my wits; 
but, ^vhertas she drew near me and face met face, the knife dropped 
from her hand, and she exclaimed, 'Glory to Him who changeth 
men's hearts!' Then said she to me, 'O youth, be of good cheer, 
for thou art safe from what thou dost fear!' Whereupon 1 fell to 
weeping, and she to wiping away my tears with her hand and 
saying, 'O youth, tell me who thou art, and what brought thee 
hither/ I kissed the pound before her and sdted her skirt; and 
she said, ‘No harm shall come to thee; for, by Allah , no male 
hath ever filled mine eyes= but thyself! Tell me, then, who thou 
art,' So I recited to her my story from first to last, whereat she 
marvelled and said to me, 'O ray lord, f conjure thee by All^, tell 
me if thou be Ibrahim bin al'Khasib?’ I replied, ‘Yes!' and she 
threw herself upon me, saying, 'O my lord, ’twas thou madest me 
averse from men; for, when T heard that thme was in the land of 
Egypt a youth than whom there wasnone more beautiful on earth's 
face, I fell in love with thee by report, and my heart became 
mamoured of thee, for that which reached me of thy passing come' 
liness, so that I was, in respect of thee, even as saith the poet, 

‘Mine ear foiEwent aiiiie eye tn loving him; * * For ear shall love before the 
eye at tunes.' 

'So praised be Allah w'ho hath shown thy face! But, by the Ai- 
mighty, had it been other than thou, I had crucified the keeper of 
the garden and the porter of the Khan and the tailor and him who 
had recourse to them!' And presently she adde^ 'But how 


^ Thj lines utc half taf four naupfeu in vfil. It. 192; so I etuote 

* L*. Dnae hith plitu«d rtuj, I hiTc i^uotoct fhi iKyinft^ 'The »n of thc! t^jturtcr 

llkih nat the cyc-'" i-f. women stTmager faces. 
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shall I contrive for somewhat thou maysc eat, without the know' 
ledge of my women?* * Quoth I, ‘With me is somewhat we may 
cat and drink;' and 1 opened the bag before her. She took a 
fowl and began to morsd me and 1 to morsel her; which when I 
saw, it seemed to me that this was a dream, Tlien I brought out 
wine and we drank, what while the damsels sang on; nor did they 
leave to do thus from mom to noon, when she rose and said, ‘Go 
now and get thee a boat and await me in such a place, tiU 1 come 
to thiiei for I have no patience left to brook am’erance,' I rcpbed, 
*0 my lady, I have with me a ship of my own, whose crew are in 
my hire, and they await me.* Rejoined she, “This is as we would 

have it,’ and returning to her women,"-And SKahraaad per' 

edved the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


iShen it .lltnt Ihunbreh anb JTirtp-tightfj 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that 
when the Lady Jamilah returned to her women, she said to them, 
“Come, let us go hack to our palace." They replied, “Why should 
we return now. seeing that we use to abide here three days?" 
Quoth she, *T feel an exceeding oppression in myself, as though I 
were sick, and I fear lest this increase upon me."’ So mey 
answered. “We hear and obey," and donning their walking-dresses 
went down to the river'bank and embarked in a boat; whereupon 
behold, the keeper of the garden came up to Ibrahim and said to 
him, knowing not what had happened, "O Ibraliim, thou hast not 
had the luck to enjoy the sight of her, and I fear lest she have 
seen thee, for "tis her w'ont to tarry here three days." Replied 
Ibrahim, “She saw me not nor I her; for she came not forth of 
the pavdion Rejoined the keeper, "True, O my son, for, bad 
she seen thee, we were both dead men: but abide with me till she 
come again next week, and thou shalt see her and take thy fill of 
looking at her." Replied the Prince. "O my lord, I have with 


* HEft: iffer ihe r^YtHmEcOnuitvl fwhion, the ttl]* the truth hut s* c^igiTEijfcillr iHrt 

It li ifiDTc cbccpdvne thjn in untrutli; a gt)cxl Rjutem quibble ]n(i£]tiEly mote LJang)emiia 
dun jn hflnm tic^ The tfarnt dir falBEbocd it put fi^ct tpplin 
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me money and fear for it: 1 also left men behind me and I dread 
lest they take advantage of ray absence/’’ He retorted, “O my 
son 'tis grievous to me to part with thee/’ and he embmeed and 
f^arewell^ him. Then Ibrahim returned to the Khan where he 
lodged, and foregathering with the dtx>riteeper, took of him all his 
property and the porter said, “Good news, Inshallahj"’ But 
Ihra him said, “1 have found no way to my 'sont, and now I am 
minded to return to ray people." Whereupon the porter wept; 
thpn taking up his baggage, he carried them to the ship and abade 
him adieu. Ibrahim repaired to the place which jamilah had 
appointed him and awaited her there dll it grew dark, when, 
b^old, she came up, disguised as a buhy^boy with rounded beard 
and waist bound with a girdle. In one hand she held a bow and 
arroTTO and in the other a bared blade, and she asked him, “Art 
thou Ibrahim, son of Al-Khasib, lord of Egypt?" "He t aju," 
answered the Prince; and she said, '‘‘What ne’er-do-wdl art thou, 
w'ho comes to debauch tlie daughters of Kings? Come: speak 
with the Sultan/’* * ’“Therewith" (quoth Ibrahim) ‘T fell down in 
a swoon and the sailors dled^ in their skins for fear; but, when she 
saw what had betided me, she pulled off her beard and throwing 
down her sword, ungirdl^ her waist whereupon I knew her for 
the Lady Jamdah and said to her, ’By Allah, thou hast rent my 
heart in sunder!'* adding to the boatmen, 'Hasten the vessel’s 
^»eed,’ So they shook out the sad and putting off, fared on widi 
aU diligence; nor was it many days ere we made l^hdad, where 
suddetffy we saw a ship lying by the ri ver-bank. When her sailors 
saw us, they cried out to our crew, saying, 'Ho, such an one and 
such an one, we give you joy of your safayl* Then they drave 
thdr ship against our craft and I looked and in the other boat 
beheld Abu al-Kasim al-Sandalani who when he saw us exclaimed. 
This is what 1 sought: go ye in God’s keeping; as for me, I 
have a need to be satish^J’ Then he turned to me and sai d, 


^ Atmh^ Wt^^thijr decit) ref nhwcncc mo 

* An euphcmiffiic lanij of ijuatiDtiin^ after abtence^ all riijhi with thre ?" 
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‘Praised be Allah for safety! Hast thou accomplished thine 
errand?’ 1 replied, 'Yes!' Now Abu al'Kasim had a Qambeati 
before him? so he hrought it near our boat,’ and when Jamilab 
saw him, she was troubled and her ooloor changed: but, when he 
saw her, he said, ‘Fare ye in AUah's safety, I am bound to 
Bassorah, on business for the Sultan; but the gift is for him who 
is present.’^ Then he brought out a box of sweetmeats, wherein 
was Bhang and threw' it into our boat: whereupon quoth I to 
Jaoulah, 'O coolth of mine eyes, cat of this,* * But she wept and 
said, ‘O Ibrahim, wottest thou who that is?* and said I, "Yes. 
'tis such an one.’ Replied she, 'He is my first cousin, son of my 
father’s brother* who sought me aforetime in marriage of my sire; 
but I would not accept of him. And now be Is gone to &^rab 
and most like he will tell my father of us.* I rejoined, ‘O my 
lady he will not reach Bassorah, till we ate at M^ul.* But we 
knew not what lurked for us in the Secret Purpose. Then” 
(cemtinued Ibrahim) 'T ate of the sweetmeat, but hardly had it 
reached my stomach when I smote the ground with my head; and 
by there till near dawn, when I soeezied and the Bhang issued from 
my nostrils. With this, I opened my eyes and found myself naked 
and cast out among ruins; so I buffeted my face and said in 
myself, 'Doubtle^ this is a trick Al^Sandalani hath pbyed me.' 
But I knew not w'hither I should wend, for I had upon me naught 
save my teg'trousers.* However, I rose and walked on a h'tdc, 
dll I suddenly espied the Qiief of Police coming towards me, with 
a posse of men with swords and targes;^ whereat! took fright and 
seeing a ruined Hammam hid myself there. Presently, my foot 
stumbled upon something; so I put my hand to it, and it became 
befouled with blood. I wiped my band upon my bag^trousers, 
unknowing what bad befouled it, and put it out a second dme. 


^ HiMK he h Ibrnhim lud piomwed. 

* A Is* ■liWfll* ont tnujcipn tnrt- 

* WHo hod It jifuir right ro hef, but me against W Caqaent ifutr the wat of Agcj 

* Arab. In AlJ^orir^ it I# * lingular fbrm (hc Nn. il. of the twelve hddlei 
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when tt fell upon a coipse whose head came up in my hand. ! 
threw It down, sayin& There is no Majesty and there Is no 
Might save in Allah, tne Glorious, the Gieatf'; and I took refuge 
m one of the comer'Cabinets of the Hammam, Presently the 
Wall stopped at the bath'door and said, ‘Enter this place and 
search.' ten of them entered with erntssets, and I of my fear 
retired behind a wall and looking upon the corpse, sate it ^ W that 
of a young lady' with a face like ihe full mooti^ and her head lay 
on one side and her body dad in costly raiment on the other. 
When I saw this, my heart fluttered with affright. Then the Chief 
of Police entered and said, 'Search the comers of the hath.' So 
they entered the place wherein 1 was, and one of them seeing me, 
came up hending in hand a knife half a cubit long. When he 
drew near me, he cried, 'Glory be to God, the Creator of this fair 
face! O youth, whence art thou?' Then he took me by the 
hand and said, 'O youth, why slewi^t thou this woman?' Said 
I, 'By Allah, 1 slew her not, nor wot 1 who slew her, and 1 
entered not this place but in fear of you!' And 1 told him my 
case^ adding, 'Allah upon thee, do me no wrong, for I am in 
concern for myself!’ Then be took tne and carried me to the 
Wall who, seeing the marks of Wood on my hand said, This 

needeth no proof; strike off his head!'-^And Shahraaad per^ 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

it Itiatf the lE^unbreb anb JFiftv-ninth ilighh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious Kmg, that Ibra- 
him continued, 'Then they carried me before the Wah and he,sec' 
ing the bksodstains on my hand, cried, This needeth no prcx)f: 
strike off his head!’ Now hearing these words, I w^ept wioi sore 
weeping the tears streaming from my eyes and recit^ these two 
couplets*, 

‘We trod the steps that for la wen wrii, * And whose steps are written he 
needs must tnad; 

And whose death is decreed in tMie laurd to be * He ne'er shall perish in other 
stead' 


* Arab. "Ssbfysh" for which 1 prtfet Mj. Piiyne'i "yotrnff Ixfly” to Lsoe't *'dftfidd''; 
chr laittr thoela be witiised co Jiriyoh as both bev the dembte tenie of prl and sIatc 
(of scnrcDi). ''Bint"' ii daughier, maul or ikii|ify ^ri- 
^Tbeiaiue of them h found is rol- ii. <1, 
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Then I sobbed a single sob and fell a-swoon; and the headsman's 
heart was moved to ruth for me and he ex claim ed, *By Allah, this 
is no murtherers facef But the Qiief said, 'Smite ^ neck/ 
So tliey seated me on the rug of blood and bound my eyes; after 
which the sworder drew his sword and asking leave of the W^, 
was about to strike off my head, whilst I cried out, ‘Alas, my 
strangerhood!’ when lo and behold! I heard a ntnse of horse 
coming up and a voice calling aloud, ‘Leave him! Stay thy 

hand, O Swordcs'!'"-^Now there was for this a wondrous 

reason and a marvellous cause; and 'twas thus, Al'Khasib, Waair 
of Eg^t, ^d sent his Head Chamberlain to the Caliph Ha run al' 
Rashid with presents and a letter, saying, "My son hath been, 
missing this year past, and I hear that he is in Baghdad; where- 
fore 1 crave of the bount)' of the Viceregent of Allah that he 
make search for tidmgs of him and do his endeavour to find htm 
and send him hack to me with die Chamberlain." When the 
Caliph read die missive, he commanded the Chief of Police to 
seirch out the truth of the matter, and he ceased not to ens^uire 
alter Ibmhini, till it was cold him that he was at Bassorah, where¬ 
upon he informed the Caliph, who wrote a letter to the viceroy 
and giving it to the Chamherlain of Egypt, bade him repair to 
Bassorah and take with him a company of the Warir's followers. 
So, of his cagOTie^ to find the son of his lord, the Chamberlain 
set out forthright and happened by the w'ay upon Ibrahim, as he 
stood on the rug of blood. When the Wali saw the Chamberlain, 
he recognised him and alighted to him and as he asked, "What 
young man is that and what is fUs case?" The Chief told him 
how the matter Tvas and the Chamberlain said (and indeed he 
knew him not for tlie son of the Sultan’) "Verily diis young man 
hath not the face of one who murthereth." And he bade loose his 
bonds: so they loosed him and the Chamberlain said, "Bring hlni 
to me!" and they brought him. but die officer knew him not his 
beauty being all gone for the horrors he had endured. Then the 
Chamberlain said to him, "O youth, tell me thy cose and how 
cometh this slain woman with thee." Ibrahim looked at him and 
knowing him, said to him, "Woe to thee! Dost thou not know 
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mjE? Am I not IhrahuD, son of tJiy lord? Haply thou ait come 
in quest of me." With this the Chamberla^ considered him 
straitly and knowing him ri^t well, threw himself at his feet; 
which when the W:di saw, colour changed; and the Chamber' 
lain crittd to him, "Fie upon thee, O tyrant! Was it thine intent 
to slay the son of my master AJ-Khasib, Wasir of JECTpt?" The 
Chief of Police kissed his skirt, sa^g "O my lord,’how should 
I know him? We found him in this plight and saw the girl lying 
slain hy his side.” Rejoined the Chamberlain, “Out on thee! 
Thou art not fit for the o£ce. This is a lad of fifteen and he hath 
not slain a sparrow; so how should he be a murthercr? Why 
didst thou not have patience with him and question him of his 
case?" Then the Cnamherlain and the Wali cried to the men, 
“^Make search for the young lady a murthcrer." So they re'enrered 
the bath and finding him, brought bim to the Chief of Police, who 
carried him to the Caliph and acquainted him with that which had 
occurred. AbRashid bade slay the slayer and sending for Ibrahim, 
smiled in his face and said to him, "Tdl me thy tak and that 
which hath betided thee.*' So he recounted to him his story from 
first to last, and it was grievous to the Caliph, who called Masrur 
his Sworder, and said to him, "Go straightway and faU upon the 
house of Abu al'Kasim al^Sandalani and bring me him and the 
young lady." The eunuch went forth at once and breaking inm 
the house, found Jamilah hound with her own hair and nigh upon 
death; $0 he locs^ her and taking the painter, carried them both 
to the Caliph, who marvelled at Jamilah*s beauty. Then he tumdd 
to Al'Sandalani and said, "Take him and cut off his hands, where' 
with he beat this young lady; then crucify him and deliver his 
monies and possessions to Ibiahim.” They' did his bidding, and 
as they were thus, behold, in came Abu al'Lay^ governor of 
sorah, the Lady Jamilah s father, seeking aid of the Caliph 
against Ibrahim bin al'Rhasib Warir of Fgypt and complaining 
CO him that the youth had taken his daughter. Quoth AbRashid, 
“He hath been the means of delivering her from torture and 
daughter.” Then he sent for Ibrahim, and when he came, he said 


' Aiib. “Tl M&tilifP V' the icnra ri atiH u«d ihimighoei M«tcm \andH btit In 

where it iJ pnmomitcj '"MmUcc’* Eurnptim ht»t CQiiVflTted if td as If it hi4 

panic dnnnprtiaji ^ntk the mule. Even in Rolnnflan Crusoe we fiELtl etf 

Iwnacr^ r^chopt. 5.}; ukt wr heir the Ktgh-xiua^liag nunc Hftuli-i-fdtfl, the pAma 
uant of the Siuuet Ltml^ dehuod to *'!v{uley 





Abu Au'Hasan of Khorasam. ^29 

to Abu al’Lays, thou not accept of this jroung man, son of 

the ScJdan of Bgypt, as husband to thy daughter?” Replied Abu 
al'LaySt “I hear and 1 obey Allah and thee, O Commander of the 
Faithfid;* *' 'whereupon the Caliph summoned the Kazi and the 
witnesses and married the young lady to Ibrahim. Furthermore, 
he gave him all Al'Sandalani’s wcaldt and equipped him for his 
return to his own country, where he abode with Jamilah in the 
utmost of bliss and the most perfect of happiness, till there came 
to them the Destroyer of delights and the Sundcrer of societies; 
and glory to the Living who dietb not! They alto relate, O 
auspicious King, a tale anent 


ABU AUHASAN OF KHORASAN> 

The Caliph Al-Mu'tazid bi 'Hah* was a high-spirited Prince and 
a noble-minded lord; he had in Baghdad sit hundred Wazirs 
and of the affairs of the folk naught was hidden from him. He 
went forth one day, he and Ihn Hamdun,^ to divert himself with 
ot»ervihg his lieges and hearing the latest news of the people; 
and, being overtaken with the heats of noonday, they turned 
aside from the main thoroughfare into a b'ttle bystreet, at the 
upper end whereof they saw a handtome and high-builded 
mansion, discoursing of its owner with the tongue of praise. 
They sat down at me gate to take rest, and presently out came 
two eunuchs as they were moons on their fourteenth night. Quoth 
one of them to his fdlow, '"Would Heaven tome guest would seek 
admission this day! My master will not eat but with guests and 
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we arc come to diis hour and I have not yet seen a soul/* The 
Caliph marvelled at their speech and said, “This is a proof of the 
house'master’s liberality: dierc is no help but that we go in to 
him and note his gcncrcsity, and thLs fJiall be a means of favour 
bctiiJing him from us." So he said to the eunuch, '‘’Ask leave of 
thy lord for the admission of a company* of strangers.” For in 
those days it was the Caliph's w'ont, whenas he was minded to 
observe his subjects, to disguise himself in merchant's garb. The 
eunuch went in and told his master, who rejoiced and rising, 
came out to them in person. He was fair of favour and fine of 
form and He appeared dad in a tunic of Nishitpur^ silk and a gold 
laced mantle; and he dripped with scented waters and wore on 
his hand a signet ring of rubies. When he saw them, he said to 
them, "Well oome and wdoome to the lords wht) favour us with 
the utmost of fai'our by their coming!" So they entered the 
bouse and found it such as would niake a man forget family and 

fatherland for it w'as like a piece of Paradise.-^AnJ Shahrasad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


tt toatf ihc i^tne Ibuiihrth anh 

She continued. It hath reached me, O au^idous King, that when 
the Caliph entered the mansion, he and the man with him, they 
saw it to be such as would make one forget family and fatherland, 
for it was like a piece of Paradise. W'ithin it was a flower-garden, 
full of all kinds of trees, confounding sight and its dwcUing-pIaces 
were furnished with cosdy furniture. They sat down and the 
Cahph fell to gasing at the house and the household g^ar, 
{Quoth Ibn Hamdun), “I looked at the Caliph and saw his 
countenance change, and being wont to knuw^ from his face 
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whether he was amused or anLxngercd, said to myself, 'I wonder 
what hath vexed him,' Then they brought a golden basin and 
we washed our hands, after which they sprrad a silken doth and 
set thereon a table of nttin. "When the covers were taken off 
the dishes, we saw therein meats rare as the blooms of Prime in 
the season of thdr utmost scarcity^ twofold and single, and the 
hcBt sajd, Bismillah, O my lords! By Allah , hunger priefeeth 
me; so favour me by eating of this food, as is the fashion of the 
noble*' Thereupon he began tearing fowls apart and lajdng them 
before us, laughing the while and repeating verses and celling 
stories and talking gaily with pleasant sayings such as sorted with 
the entert^nment. We ate and drank, then removed to ano^er 
room, wluch confounded beholders w-ith its beauty and which 
reeked with exquisite perfumes. Here they brought us a tray 
of fruits freshly'gathcrcd and sweetmeats the finest flavoured, 
whereat our joys increased and our cares ceased. But withal the 
Caliph (continued Ibn Hamdun) "ceased not to wear a frowning 
face and smiled not at that which gladdened all souK albdt it 
was his wont to love mirth and merriment and the putting away 
^cares, and I knew that he was no enWous wight and oppressor. 
So I said to myself, 'Would Heaven 1 knew what is the cause 
of bis moroseness and why we cannot dissipate his ill-humour!'’ 
Potently they brought the tray of wine which friends doth conjoin 
and clarified draughts in flagons of gold and crystal and silver, 
and the host smote with a rattan-wand on the door of an inner 
clmmber, whereupon behold, it opened and out came three d^s^, 
high-bosomed virginity with faces like the sun at the fourth hour 
of ^e day, one a lutist, another a harpist and the third a danocr- 
arrisce. Then he set before us dried fruits and confect ions and 
drew between us and the damsels a curtain of brocade, with tass^ 
of silk and rings of gold, 'Tlie Caliph paid no heed to all this, 
but said to the host, who knew not who was in his company, 'Art 
thou noble?’’ Said he, ‘No, my lord; 1 am but a man of the 
sons of the merchants and am Known among the folk as Abu 
a]-Hasan Ali, son of Ahmad of Khorasan.' Quoth the Caliph, 
‘Dost thou know me, O man?’, and quoth he, 'Ey Allah, O 
my lord, I have no knowledge of either of j.’our honours!' Then 
fiaid I to him, ‘O man, this is the Commander of the Pai thb if 
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Ai'Mu'taiid bi ‘Ikh grandson of Al^Mudwakkil ala ’Hah.’’ Where' 
upon he rose and kissed the ground before the CaLph, trembling 
for fear of him, and said, *0 Prince of True BelicverSi I conjure 
thee, by the virtue of thy pious forbears, an thou have seen in me 
any shortcomings or lack of good manners in thy presence, do 
thou forgive me!” Replied the Caliph, ‘As for that which ^ou 
hast done with us of honouring and hospitality nothing could have 
exceeded it; and as for that wherewith 1 have to reproach thee 
here, an thou tell me the truth resp>ecting it and it commend itself 
to my sense, thou shalt be sa^'ed from me; hut, an thou tell me 
not the truth, I will take thee with manifest proof and punish thee 
with such punishment as never yet punished any.' Quoth the 
man, 'Allah foihid chat I tell thee a Ucl But what is it that 
diou rcproachest to me, O Commander of the Faithful?' Quoth 
the Caliph, 'Since 1 entered thy mansion and looked upon its 
grandeur, I have noted the furniture and vesseb therein, nay, 
even to thy clothes, and behold, on all of them is the name of 
my grandfather Al'Mutawakkil ala ’Hah.’* Answered Abu ah 
Hasan, ‘Yes, O Commander of the Faithful (the Almighty 
protect thee), truth is thine inner garb and sincerity is thirfg 
outer garment and none may speak otherwise than truly in 
thy presence,' The Caliph bade him be seared and said, “7611 
us.‘" So be began, “Know, O Commander of the Faithful, 
(hat my father belonged to the markets of the money-diangers 
and druggies and linendrapers and had in each basar a shop and 
an agent and all kinds of goods. Moreover, behind the money' 
changer's shop he had an apartment, where he might be private, 
appointing the shop for buying and selling, Hi^ wealth was 
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beyond count and to his richfs there was none amount; hut he 
had no child other than myselif and he loved me and was tenderly 
fain of me. When his last hour was at hand, he called me to him 
and commended my mother to my care and charged me to fear 
Almighty Allah. Then he died, may Allah have mercy upon him 
and continue the Prince of True B^evers on life! And 1 gave 
mysdf up to pleasure and eadng and drinking and took to myself 
comrades and intimates. My mother used to forbid me from this 
and to blame me for it, but I would not hear a word from her, 
dll tny money was all gone, when 1 sold my lands and houses and 
naught was left me save the mansion wherein 1 now dwell, and it 
was a goodly stead, O Conjinander of the Faithful. So I said to 
my mother, ‘I wnsh to sell the house;* but she said, ‘O my son, 
an thou sell it, thou w^dt be dishonoured and wilt have no place 
wherein to take shelter.'' Quoth 1, * Tis worth hve thousand 
dinars, and with one thousand of its price 1 will buy me another 
house and trade with the rest.' Quoth she, ‘Wilt diou sell it to 
me at that price?'; and 1 replied, ‘Yes.' Whereupon she went 
to a coffer and opening it, took out a porcelain vessel, wherein 
were five thousand dinars. When I saw this mescemed the house 
was all of gold and she said to me, “O my son, think not that this is 
of thy father’s gpod. By Allah, O my son, it was of my own father's 
money and I have treasured it up against a rime of need; for, in 
thy father s day 1 was a wealthy woman and had no need of it.' 
I took the money from her, O Prince of True Believ’ers, and fell 
again to feasting and carousing and merrymaking with my friends, 
unheeding my mother's words and admonitions, tiU the hve 
thousand dinars came to an end, when I said to her, '1 wish bo 
6^ the house,' Said she, 'O my son, I forbade thee from selling 
it jbefore, of my knowledge that thou hadst need of it; so how 
Wt thou sell it a second time?’ Quoth I, ‘Be not longsome of 
speech with me, for 1 must and will sell it;' and quoth she. 
Then sell it to me for fifteen thousand dinars, on condition that 
I i^e charge of thine affairs.’ So I sold her the house at that 
price and gave up my affairs into her charge, whereupon she 
sought out the agents of my father and gave each of them a 
thousand dinars, keeping the rest in her own hands and ordering 
the outgo and the incotne. Moreover she gave me money to 
trade withal and said to me, ‘Sit thou in thy father’s shop.' So 
I did her bidding, O Commander of the Faithful, and took up my 
abode in the chamber behind the shop in the market of the moneys 
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changers, and ray friends came and txiught of me and 1 sold to 
diem; whereby I made good cbeape and my wealth, increased. 
When my mother saw me iii this iair w'ay, she discovered to me 
that which she bad treasured up of jewek and precious srongi ^ 
pearls, and gold, and I bought ^ct ray houses and lands that I 
had squandered and my wealth became great as before. I abode 
thus for some time, and the factors of my father came in me and 
I gave them stock-in-trade, and 1 built me a second chamber 
behind the shop. One day, as i sat there, according to my 
custom, O Prince of True Believers, there came up to me a damspi , 
never saw eyes a fairer than she of favour, and said, ‘Is this the 
private shop of Abu al'Hasan Ali ibn Ahmad al'Kharasanir 
Answered 1, ‘Yes,' and she asked. 'Where is he?' 'He am I,‘ 
said I, and indeed my wit was dazed at the excess of her loveliness. 
She sat down and said to me, ‘Bid thy page weigh me out three 
hundred dinars/ Accordingly I bade him give her that sum and 
he weighed it out to her and she took it and went away, leaving 
me stupefied. Quoth my man to me, 'Dost thou know her?^, 
and quoth 1, 'No. by Allahl' He asked, *Then why didst thou 
bid me give her the money?'; and T answered, ‘By AUah, I 
knew not what I said, of my amazemenc at her b^ucy and love- 
liness!' Then he rose and followed her, without my knowledge, 
but presently returned, weeing and with the mark of a blow on 
his face. I enquired of him what ailed him, and he replied, 'I 
followed the damsel, to see whither she went; but, when she was 
aware of me, she turned and dealt me this blow and all hut knfjcked 
out my eye. After this, a month passed, without her coming, O 
Commander of the Faithful, and I abode bewildered for love of 
her; hut, at the end of this rime, ahe suddenly appeared agafii 
and saluted me. w^hcreat I was like to fly for joy. She asked me 
how I did and said to me, ‘Haply thou saidst to thyself. What 
n^ner of trickstress is this, wdio hath taken my money and made 
vf Answered I. ‘By Afkih, O my lady, my money and my 
fife are all thy very ownf* With this she unveiled herself and sat 
dowTi to rest, with the trinkets and ornaments phying over her 
face and l^som.^ Presently, she said to me. 'Weigh me out three 
hundred dinars,' ‘Hearkening and obedience,' answered 1 and 
wmghed out to her the money. She took it and went away and 1 
said to my servant, ‘Follow her.’ So he followed her, but 
r^iTTiM dumbstruck, and some time passed without my seeing 
her. But, ^ f was sitting one day. behold, she came up to me 


Abu Al'Hasan of Kjiorasan. 


i 3 y 

and after talking awhile, said to me, 'Weigh me out 5ve hundred 
dinars, for 1 have need of them.* 1 would mvc said to her, *Why 
sliould I give thee my money?'; but my love immense hindered 
me from utterance; for, O Prince of True BeLevers, whenever I 
saw her, I trembled in every joint and my colour pakd and I 
forgot w'hat I would have said and became even as saith the 
poet, 

’ Ti* naugihi but this? When a'^dden I see her • Mernchancr I bide nor a 
word can say her. 

So I weighed out for her the five hundred ducats, and she took 
them and went away; whereupon I arose and followed her myself, 
till she came to the jewd'kasar, where she stopped at a man's 
shop and took of him a necklace. Then she turned and seeing 
me, said, 'Pay him five hundred dinars for me.' When the 
jewdler saw me, he rose to me and made much of me, and 1 said 
to him, "Give her the nedchce and set down the price to me.' 
He replied, '1 hear and obey,' and she took it and went away;" 
—"And Shahraxad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 
ho- permitted say. 


iSfitn it tnai tfit .IJine jl^untareti atib 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abu 
Hasan the Khorasani thus pursued his tale, “So I said to the 
jeweller, 'Give her the necklace and set down the pnee to me,* 
Then she took it and went away; but I foUow-ed her, till she came 
to the Tigris and boarded a boat there, w'hereupon 1 si^ed with 
my hand to the ground, ^5 who should say, *I loss it before thee/ 
She went off laughing, and I stood watching her, till I saw her 
land and enter a palace, which when 1 considered, I knew it for 
the palace of the Caliph Al-Mutawakkil. So i turned back, O 
Commander of the Faithful, with all the cares in the world fallen 
on my heart, for she had of me three thousand dinars, and I said 
to myself, 'She hath taken my wealth and ravished my wit, and 
peradventure ! shall lose my life for her love.' Then 1 returned 
home and told my mother all that had befallen me, and she said, 
'O my son, beware how thou have to do with her after this, or 
thou art lost,' When I went to my shop, my factor in the drug' 
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market, who waa a very old man, came to me and said, ‘O my 
lord, how is it that I see thee cbanged in case and showing m ar ks 
of chagrin? Tell me what aiteth thee.* * So I told him all that 
had befallen me with her and he said, *0 my son, this is 
one of the handmaidens of the palace of the Commander of the 
Faithful and haply die is the Caliph's favourite concubine: so do 
thou reckon the money as spent for the sake of Almighty Allah* 
and occupy tliysdf no mote with her. An she come again, beware 
lest she have to do with thes and tell me of this, that 1 may 
des'ise thee some device lest perdition betide thee.' Then he 
fared forth and left me w’ith a fbtne of hre in my heart. At the 
end of the month behold, she came again and 1 rejoiced in her 
with exceeding joy. Quoth she, ‘What ailed tfaec to follow me?’; 
and quoth I, 'Excess of passion that is in my heart urged me to 
this, and I wept before her. She wept for ruth of me and s ai d , 
'By Allah, there ts not in thy heart aught of lo^'e'longing but in 
my heart is more! Yet how shall I do? By AUah, 1 liavc no 
resource save to see thee thus once a month.* Then she gave me 
a hill saying, ‘Carry this to such an one of such a tra^ who is 
my agent and take of him w'hat is named therein.* But I replied, 
'J have no need of money; be my wealth and my life thy 
sacrifice!' Quoth Ae. 'I will right soon contrive thee a means of 
access to me. whatever trouble it cost me.’ Then she fareweUed me 
and fared forth, whilst I repaired to the old druggist and told him 
what had passed. He went with toe to the palace of Al-Muta- 
wakkil which 1 knew for that which the damsel had entered; but 
the 6haykh was at a loss for a de^'ice. Presently he espied a 
tailor sitting with his approiticcs at work in his shop, opposite the 
bttice giving upon the river bank and said to me, 'Yonder is one 
by whom thou shalt win thy wish; but first tear thy p oc ket anrt 
go to him and bid him sew it up. he hath done this, give 

him Kn dinars. *I hear and obey/ answered 1 and with 

me two pieces* of Greek brocade, went to the tailor and bade him 
make of diem four suits, two with long'sleeved coats and two 
without. When he had finished cutting them out and sewing 
them, J gave liim to his hire much more than of wont, and be put 
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out bis hand to 010 with the clothes; but I said, *Take thein for 
thysdf and for those who are with thee.' And I fell to 
whth him and sitting long; I also bespoke of him other 
and said to hxnu *Hang them out in front of thy shop, so the folk 
may sec them and buy them.' He did as 1 bade him, and whoso 
came forth of the Caliph's palace and aught of the dothes plea^ 
him , i made h im a present thereof, even to the doorkeeper- One 
day of the days the tailor said to me, 'O my son, I would mve 
thee me the truth of thy case; for thou bast bespotoi of me 
an hundred cosdy suits, each worth a mint of money, and ha^ 
given the m os t of them to the folk* This is no merchants 
fashion, for a merdumt calLeth an account for every dirham, and 
what can be the sum of thy capital that thou givest these gifts 
and what thy gain every year? Tell me the truth of thy cas^ 
that I may assist thee to thy desire;' presently adding, ‘I 
conjure thee by Allah, tell me, art thou not in love?' ‘Yes* 
leplied 1; and he said, 'With whomT Quoth 1, With one of 
the handmaids of the Caliph's palace;* and quoth he, 'Allah put 
them to shame! How long shall they seduce the folk? hnowest 
thou her name?' Said I, 'No;' and said he. Describe her ip 
me.' So I described her to him and he cried, 'Out on it! This 
i& the lutanist of the Caliph Al'Mutawakkil and his pet concubine. 
But she hath a Mameluke’ and do thou make friends with him; it 
may be he iiall become the means of thy having access to her.' 
Now as we were talking, bthold, out walked the servant in 
question from the palace, as he were a moon on the fourteenth 
night; and, seetn g that 1 had before me the dodies which the 
tailor had made me, and they w'cre of brocade of all colours, he 
began to look at them and examine them. Then he came up to 
me and I rose and saluted him. He asked, *\\^o art thou?’ 
and I answered, *1 am a man of the nierchants. Quoth he, 
’Wilt thou sell these clothes?'; and quoth I, 'Yes.' So he 
chose out five of them and said to me. 'How much these five?’ 
Said 1 , They are a present to th^ from me in earnest of friend¬ 
ship between me and thee.' At this he rejoiced and 1 wmt 
home and fetching a suit embroidered witli jew^els and jacinths, 
worth three thousand dinars, returned diercwith and gave it to 
him. He accepted it and canymg me into a room within the 
palace, said to me, 'What is thy name among the merchants? 
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Said 1, ‘1 am a man of them,'' He continued, ‘Verity 1 mis' 
doubt me of thine aifair.' I a^ked, ‘Why so?' and he answered, 
‘Because thou hast bestowed on me a costly gift and won my 
heart therewith, and I make certain that thou art Abu al'Hasan of 
Khorasan the Shroff.' With this I fell iwceping, O Prince of 
True Believers^ and he said to me, ‘Why dost thou weep? By 
Allah, she for whom tliou weepest is yet more longingly in love 
with thee than thou with hcrJ And indeed her case with thee is 
notorious among all the palace women. But what wouldsc thou 
have?' Quoth I, ‘1 would have thee succour me in my 
calamity,’ So he appointed me for the morrow and I returned 
home. As soon as I rose next morning, I betook myself to h im 
and waited in his chamber till he came in and said to me, ‘Know 
that yesternight when, after having made an end of her service by 
the Caliph, she returned to her ajjartment, I related to her all 
that bad passed between me and th^ and she is mtnHpd to fore' 
gather with thee. So stay with me till the end of the day.* * 
Accordingly I stayed with him till dark, when the Mameluke 
brought me a shirt of gold'inwoven stuff and a suit of the Cahph’s 
apparel and clothing me therein, incensed me* and 1 became like 
the Commander of the Faithful. Then he broughr me to a 
gallery with rows of rooms on either side and said to me, TTiese 
are the lodgings of the Chief of the akve-girls: and when ^ou 
passest along the galkry, do thou lay at each door a bean, for 'tia 

the custom of die Caliph to do this every ni^t,' -- And Shah' 

razad perceived the dawn of day mid ceased to say her permitt^ 
say. 

©hm it ms fije ilinc Jbunhrth anh ilijiht. 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, chat the 
Mameluke said to Abu Hasan, “When thou passest along the 
gallery set down at each door a bean for 'tis the custom of the 
GiUph SO to do* till thou comt to the second passage on thy right 
hand* when thou wilt s^ a door with a marble threshold** Touch 
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it with thy band or, an thou wilt, count the doors which are 60 
many, and enter the one whose marks are thus and thus. There thy 
mistress will sec thee and take thee in with her. As for thy com¬ 
ing forth, verily Allah will make it easy to rae, though 1 cany thee 

out in a chest."--^"Thcn he left me and returned, whilst I went 

on, counting the doors and laying at each a hean. When I had 
reached the middle of the gallcrj', I heard a great clatter and saw 
the light of Jlambeaux coming towards me. As the light drew 
near me, 1 looked at it and bwold, the Caliph himself, came sur-- 
rounded by the slave-girls carrying waien hghts, and I heard one 
of the women' say to another, 'O my sister, have we two Caliphs? 
Verily, the Cahph whose |>crfumcs and essences 1 smdt, hath 
already passed by my room and he hath laid the bean at my door, 
as his wont; and now 1 see the light of bis Hamb^ux, and here 
he cometh with them.' Replied the other, ‘Indeed this is a 
wondrous thin^ for disuse himself in the Caliph's habit none 
would dare.* Then the light drew near me, whila I tremfakd in 
every limb; and up came an eunuch, crying out to the concubines 
and saying, 'Hither!' Whereupon they turned aside to one of 
the chambers and entered. Then they came out again and walked 
on till they came to the chamber of my mistress and I heard the 
Caliph say, ‘ Whose chamber is this?’ They answered, This is 
the chamber of Shajarat al-Durr,' And he said, "Call her.' So 
they called her and came out and kissed the feet of the Caliph, 
who said to her, ‘Wilt thou drink to-night?' Quoth .she, ‘But 
for thy presence and the looking on thine auspicious countenance, 
1 would not drink, for I incline not to wine this night.* Then 
quoth the Commander of the Faithful to the eunuch, 'Bid the 
treasurer give her such necttacc;* and he commanded to enter 
her cham^. So the waxen lights entered before him and he 
followed them into the apartment. At the same moment, behold, 
there came up a damsel, the lustre of whose face outshone that of 
the flambeau in her hand, and drawing near she said, 'Who is 
this?’ Then she laid hold of me and carrying me into one of the 
chambers, said to me, ‘Who art thou?’ I kissed the ground 
before her saying, ‘f implore thee by Allah. O my lady, spare my 
blood and have ruth on me and commend thyself unto Allah by 
saving my life!'; and I wept for fear of death. Quoth she, 
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'Doubdess, thou art a robber;* and c^odi I, ‘No, by Allah, I 
am no robber. Scest thou on me the signs of thieves?’ Said she, 
TeU me the truth o! thy case and 1 wiU put thee in safety.' So 
I said, *I am a silly lover and an ignorant, whom passion and my 
folly have tnoved to do as thou eeest, so that I am fallen into this 
slough of despond.* Thereat cried she, ‘Abide here till 1 come 
back to thee;' and ^ing forth she presently returned with some 
of her handmaid's clothes wherein she clad me and bade me follow 
her; so I foUowed her till she came to her apaitmerit and com¬ 
manded roe to enter. I went in and she led me to a couch, where¬ 
on was a mighty fine carpet, and said, 'Sit down here; no harm 
shall befal thee. Art thou not Abu al-Hasan Ali the Khorasam, 
the Shroff?' I answered, 'Yes,* and she rejoined, ‘Allah spare 
thy blood given thou speak truth! An thou be a robber, thou art 
lost, more by token that thou art dressed in the Caliph's habit and 
incensed with his scents^ But, an thou be indeed Abu al-Hasan, 
diou art safe and no hurt shall happen to thee, for that thou ait 
the friend of Shajarat al-Durr, who is my sister and ceaseth never 
to name thee and tell us how she took of thee money, yet wast 
thou not chagrined, and how thou didst follow her to the river 
bank and madest sign as thou wooldst kiss the earth in her honour; 
and her heart is yet more aflame for thee than is thine for her. 
But how earnest thou hither? Was it by her order or without it? 
She ^th indeed imperilled thy life*. But what seekest thou in 
this assignation with her?' I replied, ‘By Allah, O my lady, 'ds 
T who have imperilled my own life, and my aim tn foregathering 
with her is hut to look on her and hear her pretty speech.' She 
said, ‘Thou hast spoken weU;' and 1 added, 'O my lady, Allah 
is my witness when I declare that my soul prompteth me to no 
offenoE against her honour.' Cried she, ‘In this intent may Allah 
deliver th^! Indeed com^ssion for thee hath gotten hold upon 
my licart.’ Then ^e called her handmaid and said to her, 'Go 
to Shnjarat al-Durr and say to her, ‘Thy sister saluteth thee and 
biddeth thee to her; so favour her by coming to her this night, 
according to thy custom, for her breast is straitened.' The slave' 
girl went out and presently returning, told her mistress that 
Shajarac al'EKnr said, ‘May Allah bless me with thy long life and 
make me thy ransom! By AlLih, hadst thou bidden me to other 
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than this 1 had not hesitated; but the Caliph^s migraine ctai- 
straineth me and thou knciwest my rank with him.' But the other 
said to her cUmsei, 'ReUim to her and say, ‘Needs must thou 
<x > in e to ray mistress upon a private matter between thee and her!’ 
So the went out again and presently returned with the damsd, 
whose lace i^ne like the full mewn. Her sister met her and 
embraced her; then said she, ‘Ho, Abu al*'Hasan, come forth to 
her and kiss Hct handsf Now 1 was in a doset within the apart 
ment; so 1 waUted out, O Commander of the FaithfiJ, and w'hen 
my mistress saw mc, ahe threw hifTself upon me and sti^ed me 
to her bosom saying, "How earnest thou in the Caliph s clothes 
and his ornaments and perfumes? Tell me what hath befallen 
thee.' So 1 related to her all that had bclaUen me and what I 
had suffered for affnghc and so fprth; and she smd, 'Grievous to 
me is what thou hast endured for my sake and praised be Allah who 
hath caused the issue to be safety, and the tu lftlmen t of safety is 
in thy entering my lodging and that of my sister.’ Then she 
carried me to her own apartment, saying to her sister. T have 
covenanted with him that I will not be united to Mm unlawfully; 
but, as he hath risked himself and incurred the^ perils, I will be 

cardi for his treading and dust to his sandalsE’-And Sliahra' 

zad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 
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She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that quoth the 
dam sel to her sister, "1 have covenanted with him that I will not 
be united to him unlawfully; but, as he hath risked himself and 
incurred these perils, I will be eaiA for his treading and dust to 
his sandals!" Replied her sister, “In this intent may Allah deliver 

him!”--^“and my mistress refoined, 'Soon shalt thou see how 1 

will do, so I may lawfully foregather with him and there is no help 
but that 1 lavish my heart’s blood to devise this.' Now as we were 
in talk, behold we beard a great noise and turning, saw the Caliph 
making for her chamber, so engrossed was he by the thoughtof her; 
whereupon she took me, O Prince of True Bth'evers and hid me 
in a soutetrain* and shut down the trapdoor upon me. Then she 
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went uui to meet the Caliph, who entered and sat down, whilst 
stood between his hands to serve him, and commanded to 
bring wine. Now the Caliph loved a damsel by name Banjah, 
who was the mother of Al-Mu tatt bi ‘Hah’; but they h^ fallen 
out and parted; and in the pride of her beauty and loveliness she 
would not make peace with him, nor would Al-hlittawakkil, ior 
the di^ty of die Caliphate and the kinphip, make peace with 
her nmther humble himself to her, albeit his heart was aflame 
with passion for her, but sought to solace his mind from her with 
her mates .imong the dave-gins and wdth going in to them in their 
chambers. Now he loved Shajarat al'Durr's singing; sc he bade 
her sing, when she took the lute and tuning the strings sang these 
verses, 

TIk warld'tricts I idmii« berwixt me and W; • How, ns parted, the 
World would to jne mrlinc : 

t shunntd tbee ntl said diey. ‘He knows not Lcive:' * 1 Bousjhc thee rill said 
they, 'No patience is mine!" 

Then, O Love of her. add to my lon^g och night. * And, O Sotme, thy 
cam forts for DoonuEday afsigtil 

Soft as silk is her touch and her sweet voice * Twixt o'er m'jch and 
flh’eT little aye draweth die line; 

And wherecif Allah aid ‘Be yef and they * Benaint to man'* wit 
like the working of wine,' 

When the Caliph heard these verses, he was pleasured with 
exceeding pleasute, and I also, O Commander of the Faithful, 
was pleasured in my hiding-place, and but for the bounty of 
Almighty Allah, I had cri'Sl out and we had been disgraced 
Then she sang also these couplets, 

*1 embrace him, yet after him ysuru my aoiii • For Hia Imre, hut can AU^t 
dun ^tmbrace be nif^ber? 

1 kiss hi& lips td my lomt- * Bue ki^ k glow wtdi mers^ 

flaming fittj 

Tia ^ tbouj^b my vicab aye diim unqiicnclit * Till I sec twg souk mixt m 
cne entire-^ 

The Caliph was delighted and said, 'O Shajarat aJ^Durr,^ ask a 
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ixxm of me.' 3ic replied, XD Commander of the Faithful, I 
of thee my freedom, for the sake of the reward thou wilt obtain 
therein,'^ (^oth he, TTiou art free for the love of Allahr 
wbercupon fine kissed ground before him. He resumed, 
the lute and sing me somewhat on the subject of my slave-girl, 
of whom 1 sun enamoured with wannest love; the folk seek my 
pleasure and I seek hers.' So she took the lute and sang these 
two couplets, 

'My dmmer who cpellfst my piety* * • On lU accauim TU have thee, 
have dice. 

Or by humble suit which btsHttcth Love * Or by foree more fitting my mv' 
imty.' 


The Caliph admired these verses and said, ‘Now, take up thy lute 
and sing me a song setting out my case with three damsels who 
hold the reins of my heart and make rest depart; and they are 
thyself and that wilful one and another I will not name, w'ho hath 
not her like/* So she took the lute and playing a lively measure, 
sang these couplets. 

Three lovely girls hold my bridle'fcin * And in higheal stead my heart 


CFVcirogn. 

I have ncsic co obey a mid all mankind * But obeying thm I but win 
disdain: 

This is doTte through tbe Kingship of Love^ vjhereby • The best of my kifig' 
ship they ci^f: ihcir g3io.^ 


The Caliph marvelled with exceeding marvel at the aptness of 
these verses to his case and his delight inclined him to recondlia'* 
tion with the recalcitrant damsel. & he went forth and made for 
her chamber whither a sJavc'girl preceded him and announced to 
her the coming of the Caliph. She advanced to mm him and 
kissed the ground before him: then she kissed his feet and he 
was reconcued to her and she was reconciled to him. Such was 
the case with the Caliph^ hut as regards Shajarat al-Durr, she 
came to me rejoicing and said, ‘I am become a free woman by 
thy blessed coming! Surely Allah will help me in that which I 
shall contrive, so I may foregather with thee in lawful way.' And 
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1 said, *AihamdoIiIlalir Now as we were talking, behold her 
hlameluke'eunuch entered and we related to him that which had 
passed, when he said, 'Praised be Allah who hath made the a^air 
to end well, and w'e implore the Almighty to crown His favours 
with ihy safe faring forth the palace!' Presently appeared my 
mistress's sister, whose name was Fatir, and Shajarat ahDuiT said 
to her, *0 my sister, how shall we do to bring him out of the 
palace in safety; for indeed Allah hath vouchsafed me manu' 
missian and, by the blessing of his coming, I am become a free 
woman/ Quoth Fatir, "I see nothing for it but to dress him in 
woman's gear/ So she brought me a suit of women's dothes 
and dad me therein; and 1 went out forthwith, O Osmmander of 
the Faithful- hut, when I came to the midst of the palace, behold, 
1 found the Caliph seated there, with the eunuchs in attendance 
upon him. When he saw me, he misdoubted of me wn'th exceeding 
doubt, and said to his suite, 'Hasten and bring me yonder hanth 
maiden who is faring forth.' So they brought me back to him 
and raised the veil from my face, v^’hich when he saw. he knew 
me and questioned me of my case. J told him the whole truth, 
hiding naught, and when he heard my story, he pondered my 
awhile, without stay or dday* and going into Shajarat al-Durr’s 
chamber, said to her, 'How oouldst thou prefer before me one of 
the sons of the merchants?’ She kissed ground between his 
hands and told him her tale from first to last, in accordance with 
die truth; and he hearing it had compassion upon her and his 
heart nekntod to her and he excused her by reason of love and 
its circumstances. Then he went away and her eunuch came in 
to her and said, 'Be of good cheer; for, when thy Imer was set 
before the Caliph, he questioned him and he told him that which 
diou toldest him, w-ord by word/ Presently the Caliph returned 
and calling me before him, said to me, 'What made dice dare to 
violate the palace of the Caliphate?’ I replied. 'O Commander 
of the Faithful, 'twas my ignorance and passion and my con- 
fidenoe in thy clemency and generosity that drave me to this.' 

I wept and kissed the ground before him. Then said he, 
T pardon you both/ and bade me be seated. So 1 sat down and 
he sent for die Kari Ahmad ibn Abi Duwad* and married me to 
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her. Tlien he cotumwded to make over all that lafas hers to ine 
and they displayed her to me* in her lodging. After three daya, 

I went forth and transported all her goods and gear to my own 
house; K> every thing thou hast seen, O Commander of the 
Faithful, in my house and whereof thou misdoubtest, is of her 
marriagcrequjpage. After tliis, she said to me one day, '^Know 
that Al'Muuwahkil is a generous man and I fear lest be remember 
us with ill mind, or that some one of the envious remind him of 
us; wherefore 1 purpose to do somewhat that may ensure 
against this.' Quoth 1, *And what is that?; and tjuoth she, I 
mean to ask his kave to go the pilgrimage and repent* of singing.’ 
I replied, 'Right is this rede thou redest;* but, as we were talking, 
behold, in came a messenger from the Caliph to seek her, for that 
Al-Mutawakkil loved her singing. So she went with the officer 
and did her serv'icc to the Caliph, who said to her, 5^^ 
thyself from us;'* and she answered, 1 hear and I obey. Now it 
chanced one day, after this, she went to him, he having sent for 
her, as was his wont; but, before I knew, she came back, with Kct 
raiment rent and her eyes fxJl of t^rs. At diis 1 was alarmeci 
misdoubting me that he had commanded to seiw upon us, and 
said, 'Verily we are Allah’s and unto Him M w munil b 
Al'Mutawakbl wroth with us?' She r^h^, is 

Al'Mutawakkn? Indeed AJ'Mutawakkfl s rule is ended and im 
trace is blotted out!* Cried I, nTeU me what ^ppened: 
and she, 'He was seated behind the curtain, dnnkm^ with 
Al'Fadi bit! Khakan' and Sadakah bin SadakA when his wn 
AI'Muntasir feU upon him, with a company of the Turks, andskw 
him* and merriment was mmed to misery and joy to weeping 
wailing for annoy. So 1 fled, 1 and the siav^irl, 
vs ’ men I heard this, O Commander of the Faithful I arose 
forthright and went down stream to Bassorah, where the news 
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reacbed me of the falling out of war between Al'Muntasir and 
Al'Musta'fn bi Hah;^ wherefore i was affrighted and transported 
my wife and all my wealth to Bassorah. This, then, is my talc, O 
Rdnce of True BeBe^ere, nor have 1 added to or taken from it a 
single syllable. So all that thou seest in my house, bearing the 
name of thy grandfather Al'Mutawakkil, 19 of bis bounty to us, 
and the fount of our fortune is from thy noble sources;® for indeed 
yc are people of munificence and a mine of beneficence.'^ The 
Caliph marvdled at his story and rejoiced therein with joy 
exceeding; and Abu al-Hasan brought forth to him the bdy and 
the children she had home him, and they kissed ground before the 
Caliph, who wondered at their beauty. Then he called for inkcase 
and paper and wrote Abu al'Hasan a patent of exemption from 
taxes on his lands and houses for twenty years. Moreover, he 
rejoiced in him and made him his cup'cnmpanicin, till the world 
parted them and they took up thdr abode in the tombs, after 
having dwdt under the palace'damcs; and glory be to Allah, the 
King Merciful of doom. And they also tdt a tale concerning 


KAMAR AL'ZAMAN AND THE JEWELLER'S WIFE.* * 

There was once, in time of old, a merchant hi^t Abd al-Rahman, 
whom Allah had blessed with a son and daughter, and for their 
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rdatiofii ^re ihtis (jlHtingyiEbcd4 so thac a wyimsn cif them, when her- huAbiind dicih cf 
divqitetH her while she ii youtig:^ p^usefh 'tn widciwhoDd her lift, licweircr iort^ it may be^ 
Bud diBlaiDCjtfa Co nunry a fscoml cioae.^ I fear that this stare of things eo the 

good chi dip now tiRcriy gone by; md the Iooh; rylc of the stranger^ c^Jecially tJw 
FjigGih, in Egypt wiU tenirw the iceon whkh chjtriicEentcd SUvd when Chstin No^er 
banged e^ery huihand who ^t an AdultcFoui wife. I hare dsewhere nodwd thp 
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much beauty and loveliness, he named the girl Kaubab al-Sabah 
and the hoy Kamar al-Zaman.* When he what iMlah had 
vouchsafed the twain of beauty and loveliness, brilbancy and 
symmetry, he feared for than the evil eyes" of the espicrs and the 
jibing tongues of the jealous and the craft of the crafty and Ae 
wiks of the wicked and shut them up from the folk in a mansion 
for the space of fourteen years, during which time none saw them 
save their parents and a sbvC'girl who served them. Now thdr 


igni;i™t idea tSnt .^fo&!Jefns denjr i& women m whkbic 

CAiupnbcul rpa> wofticn m hi* OWfl fumilv. Tbr tlirfjrr with the *^athcra of ihe 

Ouiadati Chyrch who dmjAf caaCBcratcd the m'lMSrj nr ^ St. Paul. St Aifibrcwe 
WQitiEis on Cnrinthians L ii.^ haWy wyis—•Teminas »d irmtelhcm Da tMtu non ose- 
Sr. Thfomw Aquiiwu wwl bS* idnid xdAptctl the AratcucKan “'Aliiiitr «i c^t™ 
nacufx ct mas occwinriiicui^ tz per itcdiltfi* gitneratitf + atutie ideo cst tftonirroin^ Ftie 
flThtr Me liable i. t Gcd5icux (Revd- Simoa of HrauJcboari} who in TWS 

pubUibeii ■ '^DefenBO hcKtis molicbtifi,*" a ickuoon of an anp^Sodtiien Btfre of i^aib, 
"Dti^tatki pci^ucmidiL^ Mttlicrcs htvfriLim non case/ PartHEs, l'^3, Eut when 
«w in the Mventk century, the Chmrian iciXdcJ cleverly affined the a<%oia of ther 
tiwn fiiLBO^ny upon the hioskeia ad cuptandai fcEmiiw and in 5;mliicnt Eutepe the 
cahiiiuiT iriU bcflia fridt. Mcthaairnfed {KfUsa, ch#pt isdv.) omitiiafi Ji fbr the fint tanc* 
in The Mth fair of hii inraM* the vriUng amt, by infertnee, the wdiuJun of 
whkh wjw appiurcnily untnown to the Badamn andJf pwdsed in thecitsM w^tj proba^ 
uF the UiicitL Nor aw. one fesit (=iifa»i tiiMt web fnDtliiS«i KpamtltiH of the tejc4^ whtch 
If would be imposablc to jntroduce into Europciiii loaiinenp W sneat ami potable adU 
][ pcMPtei the ffceil iptetemrrse between iom oiil manp and ihta ovi^ 
whit WE call the "lowct erder*" i k no MoaFem. bmtl, from Mflmceo co Chma, do we hi^ 
the bniok withewt mannen «■ TnaraJs which af c bred by Eurv^an and pspedallf by 
Engiiah dvi|jptiQP 4 For lite aaiuc rearen it ctiibbrs women to cnjjiy fwlkst tntirn acy sM 
fhendalup with orit another, and we know t*nat the bcK of Iwth mtcs ■re those who pnrfrt 
the KxIctT of their own as to ^‘quite the lady'j nian*' m^4 “quite the gentiem an a 

woman/* It ildo iiid* m iirrpattaHt Item to locial dcconiiTi by aboltiJunB^J. in- 
decencies ai the ^balhrwm /fnaifoo"—■ word which oiumt be bortowaJ ^ ^ 
tfanilitol by fttrdgncrsK A*r| espeefaUy It «svti lo itlipom merringSp a tow which tlw 
paTSence of woitieo tnojlifica nnJ not Ibr the better, PtfhapSp Ae hew form ^ Mat iMi- 
secEuffion of eheiKX^ which prci'ailcd in the htmt of Gftcer^ Rome, and ‘ be 
the Mulfim inviulon), and whkh a pcj^tnatiNi in Chnstifln Arm^a and in m^cm 
HtHw. li k a wmetKing bciwecn the convromal alTicmcw of AUilam and the Eb^. 
or rather h«n«r, of the “AngTc^on * iml the -AnghKAntenran. And wipi hngJand 
ahalE have cait off that pcaiJiJir mBuJariiy which mukcs her dilFer from aU pw^Een 

she will prababir abotkh three ^roa ahutea, tlttic-himoured scandjilj, which bear very 
heavily on women aiid chilifreo. The i5fat k die Eriton'i nght to aid pi^riy 
iimn hia W^k and olkpring. The Mcopd U the acrini. for "hreadi of p™n«, ^ iaiwipg 
the iKoken heart with ponnrfi, arul peMi it ahouM be trea^ timply « an 

ttagecfatcd breach of cmitMt- The third k the pwedare pof^lariy caUed Cnm. 
Con.r and thi* i£ the mij^t acamtaW of alh the odcfur k sagaanst nghB of popefty, 
Eke robWy or buiukry, and it iTu^kt to be tnrnted criminally with fine, impnionmtnT 
ajvd in r* tff with eoriporal puniihmcJic after the tensiWe proccdoio of blmlcni Uw, 

> '^loon of the a^c^"* * namcwhicb hna befece oceurrftJ, 

■ The Maiucrhio or ipettatura, ao often nooced. 
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father could redte die Koran, e\'cn as Allah sent it down, as also 
did his wife, wherefore the mother taught her dauj^ter to read 
and recite i: and the tatber his son till bath had gotten it by 
heart. Moreover, the twain learned from tbdr parents writing 
and rectonmg and all manner of tnowledge and polite letters and 
needed no master. When Kamar al'Zaman came to years of 
manhood, the wife said to her husband, “How long wilt thou keep 
thy son Kamar ah21aman sequestered from the Htyes of the folk? 
Is he a girl or a boy?” He answered, “A boy.” Rjefnincd she, 
**An he be a boy, why dost thou not carry him to die bazar and 
seat him in thy shop, that he may know the folk and they know 
him to the intern that it may become notorious aniong men that 
he is thy son, and Jo thou teach him to sell and to buy * Perad' 
venture somewhat may befal thee; so shall the folk know liim for 
thy son and he shall lay his hand on thy leavings. But, an thou 
die, as the case now is, and he say to the folk, 'I am the son of 
the merchant Abd al-Rahman,' verily they will not believe him, 
but will cry, *Wc have never seen thee and we knew not that he 
had a son,' wherefore the government u:tll seize thy goods and thy 
son will be despoiled. In like manner the girl; I mearr to make 
her known among the folk, so may lje some one of her own condi* 
tion may ask her in marriage and we will wed her to him and 
rejoice in her." Quoth hc;, "1 did thus of my fear for them from 

the eyes of the folk."-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


etiyen it Uistf the ^tnt anb ^ixty-tourtli iJighh 

enntinued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the Merchant's wife spake to him in such wise, he replied, "I did 
thus of my fear for them from the eyes of the folk and b^use I 
love them both and love is jealous eitceeduigly and well saith he 
who spoke these verses, 

“Of my eight I am jEalixu for thee, of me, * Of ihyulf, of thy etEad, ol thy 
destiny: 

Though I shrined diet in eyes by the traic oi me • In such neatness iik I 
should neifcr «c: 

Though dmu ^Tt by my sde all the daya of me * Till DotaBisday t ne'er 
had eoouj^ of thee-'" 
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Said his wife, “Put thy trust In AUah, for no harm Eiettdeth him 
whom He protecteth, and carry him with thee rhtjt very day to the 
shop.'* Then she dad the boy m the costliest dotbes and he be¬ 
came a seduction to all who on him cast sight and an afOiction to 
the heart of each lover wight. His father took him and carried 
him to the market, whilst aL who saw him were ravished with him 
and accosted him, kissing his hand and saluting him with the 
salam. Quoth one, “Indeed the sun hath risen in such a place 
and blazeth in the basar,” and another, “The mii^'plaoe of the 
full moon is in such a quarterr' and a third, “The new moon of 
the Festh-al* hath appeared to the creatures of Allah." And 
they went on to allude to the boy in talk and down blessings 
upon him. But his father scolded the folk for following his son 
to ^e upon him, because he was abashed at their talk , but he 
could not binder one of theoi from talking; so he fell to abusing 
the boy's mother and cursing her because she been the cause 
of his bringing him out. And as he gased about he sdll saw die 
folk crowding uj^n him behind and beh^re. Then he walked on 
til] he reached his shop and opeaihg it, sat down and seated his 
son betore him: after ‘which he again looked out and found the 
thoroughfare blocked with people for all the passers-by, going and 
coming, stopped before the shop to stare at that bcautifiJ face and 
could not leave him; and all the men and women crowded in 
knots about him, appl^^ing to themselves the words of him who 
said, 

“Thau midcst Beauty ttt spoil man's £pfit£ * And saidst, *0 my senranta, 
fear My reprover' 

But lovely Thou lovest all lEA'diness • How, then, dull thy servants refrain 
fiotn Love?” 


When the merchant Ahd al-'Rahman saw the folk thiK crowding 
about him and standing in rows, both women and men, to fe eyes 
upon his son, he was sore ashamed and confounded and knew not 
w'hat to do; but presently there came up from the end of the bazar 
a man of the wandering Dervishes, clad in haircloth, the garb of 
the pious servants of AUah and seeing Kamar abZaman sittinE 
there as he were a branch of Ban springing from a mound of sah 
fion, poured forth copious tears and redc^ these two couplets. 


*TTi± crewfit ni tkt m^Tirh wiicn tfie Rsnaxaft-fur U bro^n, Thu 

stlunoci ii ccHnmou- vcl J. 
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wand upriMing from a sandy knoll* * * Libc fiill moon diinifig briglitest 
1 saw * 

And said* 'What is thy name?" Ejeplied he ^Lulu^ * ‘What (a&ked 1) 
'Lily?* and he answered ‘Li* li!**^* 

Then the Dervish fdl to walking, now drawing near and now 
moving awayp^ and wiping his gray hairs with Kis right hand^ 
whilst the heart of the crowd cloven asunder for awe of him* 
When he Icxikcd upon the boy, his eyes wct€ daisied and his wit 
confounded, and exemplified in him was the saying of the poet* 


“While that fair-'faoed boy abode in the place* " Moon of hjwkiast"fctfi be 
lit by his face,* 

Lo! the;^ fa-Frtfr a Shaylch with Idsurely pace * A feverend trusting t» 
Allah's grace. 

And aicetk figoals hia gait display'd 

He had utudied Love both by day and night • And had spedad kntswlcdgc of 
Wrong and Right; 

Both far lad and lass had repined his ^rite, * And his tonn like foothpick 
^as lean and slight* 

And old bones with faded skin were o^'crlaid- 

Lr such arts our Shaykh was an Ajami" * With a catamite ctct in com' 


In tl^ bve of woman* a Platmtst be® • But w veW to the full 
degree* 

And Zaynab to htm was the same as Zayd. 

Distraught hy the Fair he adored the Fair * O'er Spring-camp wailed* be 
wept mins faare.^ 


* ThU line cdntflhw one of the Ye** Yes ^nd No, No trifles iUmJed to In voi. a. 60, 

Captain Lqdtcft [M. A* J 03 ) f^ebrtii hw a fawn upoA aMUocfc whose beniity odi|w] 
ibe fiiJI jrjocm. 1 iijud, WTwf U (hy nune? aho atnweted D*fr~ Whm iny 0^ said I, bat 
she replied:, no, nor To irf™rrt die lound I have uerilked Knses Lild la a p«d U? 
H ? (=-fbr me, for me?) W U t Li I- nol noS See irol. L 217* t iHouid fiara esephnned 
1 line which has pqzried tome 

*^A *in (fttt) OH wood (iwcJkl iti knoll of mnd (hips) *he shisfwcd" eW- 

' Arab. "AT-hnwaynl/" a rare term. 

* Bn^[ in rive q^os of (he biBiihifif who it alhvwcd to break his Tml 

* Mr. Payne *'MighrHbi**="aMauritiiiiso, Marocean, the Mom (not fho Moorish 
Jewi or Arabs] h^ttg e tjoc of SiwIomitES hatn higheK to towen. But the Mac. and But 
Edit, ha^ ^Ajstmi." 

t Fctf ‘^Iriik i^ 232i IL lOi. 

•Zaynab CZenotna) and ZniTj are generic nitmer for wermen and miEi- ^ 

* ij. He wrote 'TCwJda^'* after the raaiilsn of the ''‘Surpendt^ Fisjmi'’ 

which mostly open with the lover goring upon the inta tif the camp wbrnt fcna beltrred 
had dwelt. The eraggoated conventiaodlKn of aucH ciordiiLin ihows that these eiriy 
(ueies had Ir^ peocedeil by a bnt af earUer piecci which bad been adopted u canoiK of 
poetey* 
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Dry branch thau hadet <leemcd him for ctnss o' care, • Which ihe maniine 
biEcjc Rwayeth here and there, 

For only ibe stone is ail hardness made! 

In the lore of Love be was ivondtous wise * * And wide awake with all'seeing 
eyes. 

Its rough and its smooth be had tned and tries • And hug^ buck and doe 
in the self-same guise 

And with greybeard and beardless ahke he pby'd."’ 

Then he tame up to the boy and gave him a foot’ of sweet 
whereupon his father put forth his hand to his pouch and brought 
out for him some small matter of silver, saying, 'Take thy poition, 
O Dervish, and wend thy ways." He took the dirhams, but sat 
down on the masonry''beitch alongside tlte shop and opposite the 
boy and fell to gazing upon him and heaving sigh upon sigh, 
whilst bis tears flowed like springs founting. The folk b^an to 
look at him and remark upon hiii, some saying, "AH Derv^hes 
are lewd fellows," and otJier some, "Verily, this Dervish’s heart k 
set on fire for love of this lad." Now when Abd ai'Rahman saw 
this case, he arose and said to the boy, "Come, O ray son, let us 
lock up the shop and hie us home, for it booteth not to and 
buy this day; and may Almighty Allah requite thy mother that 
which she Mth done with us, for she was the cause of all chisl” 
Then said he, “O Dervish, rise, that I may shut my shop." So the 
Dervish nose and the merchant shut his shop and taking his son, 
walked away. The Dervish and the folk followed them, till they 
reached their place, when the boy went m and his father, turning 
to the Dervish, said to him, "What wouldst thou, O Dervish, and 
why do I sec thee weep?" He replied, "O my lord, i would fain 
be thy guest this night, for the guest is the guest of Almmhty 
AUah." Quoth the merchant, “Welcome to the guest of God: 

enter, O Derv'ish!"-And Shahruzad peredved the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


*T1ie Vow lire voy Hkc ocMfing iiiTlif Nf*:hti, tcir ihr jnA%iiad 

Shiiykh ia prdof ngdnA fb? Ktluctiaaa of ihit prttty boy and failp: in love vriih b vtcidiiiii. 

*ftcr rh£ cif Bon CJnisiir. Mf, Paycrf csortffshau of ihc obscurity <»( tlw ofigitid 

to iby»e of the ; but I 'find expGdi Tefcning to arrfru 

dtbutchetl tlder after tile type of Ahu NdwIj- 

" Anbr toot whucb miut here mccii ^ fprig, ■ The bi^ gum to i 

coanpendvdy luge me tn the Eut. 
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yny it tfjt Jline i^nlrrel) anlsi feixtp-fifft 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the merchant, the iather of Kamar al'Zaman, he^ the saying ol 
the Eter^Tsh, "I am AUali s guest/* he rcpli^, Wekome to Je 
guest of God: enter, O Den.ish!” But he ^d to himsdf. An tl^ 
fegear be enamoimed of the boy and sue him for si^ needs must 
iSy him tins very night and bury him ^aretly, But, ’:h^ 
be no lewdness in him, die guest shall eat his portion. Then he 
brought him intoa saloon, where he left him with Kamar 
after he had said privily to the lad, "O my sot, sit thou beade^e 
Den.'^ when I am gone out and sport with him and provoke him 
to lovG'hesse and if he seek of thee lewdness. I who will be watch' 
ine you from the window overlooking the saloon will come down 
to lum and kill him/" So, as soon as Kamar aJ-Zaman was alone in 
the room with the Dervish, he sat down by his s«de md the old 
man began to look upon him and sigh and w^p. Wnene^ tne 
bd bespake him, he answered him kindly, trembling the while and 
would cuTTi to him groaning and crying, and thus he did till ^per 
was brought in, when he fell to eating, with his eyes on t e y 
but refrained not from shedding tears. When a fou^ part of 
night was past and talk was ended and sleep-tide c;^e, Apd 
al-Rahman said to the lad, "O my son, apply thj^lf to the sertice 
of thine unde the Dervish and gainsay him not: Mid would haw 
gone otit; but the Dervish cned to him, O my lord, carry wy 
son wiib thee or sleep with us/" Answered the merchant^ Nayi 
my son shall lie with thee: haply thy soul may desire somewhat, 
and he will look to thy want and wait upon thee.” Then he wmt 
out leaving them bo^ together, and sat down in ^ ^joining 
room which liad a window giving upon the saloon. Such ^ me 
ra<t> with the merchant: hut as to the lad, as soon as his sire too 
left them, he came up to the Dervish and began to provoke him 
and offer himsdf to tan, whereupon he u^ed wroth and ^d, 
*"What talk is this. O my son? I take refuge with Adah from 
Satan the Stoned! O my Lord, indeed this is a denial of,Th^ 
which pleaseth Thee not! Avaunt from m«^ O my sonr & 
saying, the Dervish arose and sat down at a distance: but tta boy 
followed him and threw himself upon him, saying. ‘ Why. U 
Dervish, wilt thou deny thyself the joys of my possession, and ! 
with a heart that loveth theeT’ Hereupon the Dervish’s anger 


0 
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redoubled and he said, “An thou refrain not from me, I wih 
summon thy ^ and tell him of thy domgs." Quoth the lad, 
“My father knoweth my turn for this and it may not be that he 
will hinder me: so heal thou my heart. Why dost thou hold off 
from me? Do 1 not please thee?" Answered the Dervish, “By 
Allah, O my son, 1 will not do this, though I be hewn in 
with sharp'cdged swords!"; and he repeated the saying of the 
poet, 

“Indeed my heart lovra all the lovely boy* * • As girls; nor am I sbw to 
sudh delight. 

But. though I sight them every night and mom, * I’m neither of Lot's folk^ 

nor wenchcr-'Wiglil,^' 


Then he shed teajra and said, “Arise, open the door, that J may 
wend my way, for J will he no longer in this lodging." Therewith 
he rose to his feet; bur the hoy caught hold of Kttp. saying, “L<xik 
at the fairness of my face and the cramoisy of my checks and the 
softness of my sides and the lusdbusness of my lips." Moreover 
he discovered to him calves that would shame wine and cute 
carrier* and gazed on him W’ith feted glance that would 
enchanter and enchantments; for he was passing of loveliness 
and full of blandishment, even as saith of him one of the poets 
who sang, 

“I can't fotgee him. «ncc fic rose and showed with fair dedga • Those calves 
of legs whose pearly ihine make light m nfghdy glofflu; 

Wonder ncx an my flesh uprise as d^gh 'twere Judgmait'day * When 
every shank shall be and that is Day of Docin-"* 

Then the boy displayed to him his bosom, sasnng, “Look at my 
breasts which be goodlier than the breasts of maidens and roy 
lip-dews are sweeter than sugar^candy. So quit scruple and 
ascetidsm and cast off devoutness and abstinence and t^e thy 


t Arab, 'liit^aone eofU)«CKd with ibv ttiHe (if Lot, tee voJ. v. IS], 

* For the plav upon "Siki'’ (oblique cteo of lik, tvs-cdO »(1 SOI a cupbeDer m« 
S.327, 

* 'On m. cemjn (}ny the ley shall be bared citid men shill be (sited upon to btw in sdors- 
dem, but ibcf ^ill not be «Ue" (Konit, twin. 42). ‘'flarinR the leg" impliet a grievoui 
dlsmtey, probiblf botrmred fnim the nodon of tttehing up the dtirti ind snipping for 

On the dangemui Sbr Prsneiteo River one of the npids Is csllaJ "Ttri..cile£Kiui‘’ 
Ktsbe off yom tmnsers (ttiKblaiuls of the Draitl, ii. 3 $}. But here the tUunon is stmjily 
bdiaous and to • Moskm bUsphHnous. 
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fill of my possesfion and enjoy my loveliness. Fear naught, for 
thou art safe horn hurt^ and leave thi& hebetude for a bad 
habit/'' And he wmt an to discover to him his hiddm Wuties, 
striving to turn the reins of his reason with his bendings in gnic^ 
ful guise, whilst the Dervish turned away his face and ‘1 
seek refuge with Allah! Have some shame, O my son! This 
is a forbidden thing I deem and J will not do it, no, not cvm in 
dream/’ The boy pressed upon him, but the Dervish got free from 
him and turning towards Mcccah addressed himself to his devty 
dons. Now when the boy saw him praying, he left him till he 
had prayed a two-bow prayer and saluted,^ when he would have 
accosted him again; but the Dervish again repeated the inten^ 
and prayed a second two-bow prayer, and thus be did a third axwi 
a fourth and a fifth time. Quoth the lad. What prayers arc 
these? Art thou minded to take flight upon the douife? Thou 
lettest slip our delight, whilst thou p^sest the whole night in the 
praycT'nichc/' So saying, he threw himsdf upon the Dervish and 
kissed him between the eyes; but the Shaykb said, O iny son, put 
Satan away from thine estate and take upon thee obedience ot 
the Compassionate." Quoth the other, "An thou do not with me 
that which 1 desire, I wiU call my sire and say to him. The 
Dervish is minded to do lewdness with me. Whereupon he wtU 
come in to thee and beat thee till thy bones be broken up^ thy 
ficah.” All this while Abd al-Rahman was watching with his 
eyes and hearkening w'ith his cars, and he was certified that there 
was no f towardness in the Deivish and he said to himself, "Werehc 
a lewd fellow, he had not stood out against all this importunity/’ 
The boy continued to beguile the Dervish and every time he 
expressed purpose of prayer, he interrupted him, till at last he 
waxed wroth with passing wrath and was rough with him and 
beat him. Kamar al'Zam^ wept and his father came in and 
having wiped away his tears and comforted him said to the 


* Arab. "^ Utahi « wnrii nf cvciy day in So iht t^nfkut. KucMt iTwm 

nMn hsiat thuii t«* * ahamc ? SJumt Id a piLssiDn iffith OritritaJi imd vtrj Kfric knemn 
» the WttE- 

» U. An^h anH mch 'TTtc PtHSc {qf God) bfi qn U1 JUiti M aU figtlcom tervina 
fif AJlali Thb rtnij cvcfy prayer- 

* Atih. ihe pqfpc** nr inttriE tn itfidhout which pfaytt 

U nuU And TV wufdj would V *"1 purpMe to pray a twa^baw 

prttTcr in tlii* boar ef danger to nay taxi.** Conternin^ nirb prxyer «« ’ToI- t. lit 
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Dervish, ‘‘O my brocber, since thou art in such case, why didst 
thou we™ and sigh when thou sawest my son? Say me, is there 
a reason for this?’* * He replied, ’'There is;" and Abd al'Rahman 
puimied, “When i saw thee weep at his sight, 1 deemed evil of 
thee and bade the boy do with thee thus, that I might try thee, 
purposing in myself, if 1 saw thee sue him for sin, to come in upon 
thee and kill thee. But, when 1 saw what thou didst, 1 knew 
thee for one of those who are virtuous to the end. Now Allah 
upon thee, tell me the cause of thy weeping!" The Dervish 
sighed and said, “O my lord, chafe not a closed^ wound." But 
tlw merchant said, “There is no help but thou tell roe;" and the 
other began, “Know thou that I am a Dervish who wander in 
the lands and the countries, and take warning by the display* of 
the Creator of Night and Day. It chanced that one Friday I 

entered the city of Bas&orah in the unduro."-And Shahiazad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

CSlren ft tsafi ttie i^ine ^anhrth anh &(Xtp>sfi.xtb JUiglitt 

She resumed. It Imth reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
Dervish said to the merchant, "Know, th™, that I a wandering 
mendicant chanced one Friday to enter the city of Bassorah in the 
undum and saw tire shops open and full of all manner of wares and 
and drink; but the place was deserted and chetein was 
neither man nor woman nor girl nor boy; nor in the markets and 
the main streets was there dog or cat nor sounded sound nor 
friend was found. I marvelled at this end and said to myseli, 
wonder whither the people of the city be gone with their cats and 
dogs and what hath Allah done with them?' Now I was 
anhungred so 1 took hot bread from a baker's oven and going into 
the shop of an oilman, spread the bread with clarified butter and 
honey and ate. Then I entered the shop of a shcrbct-seller and 
drank Tvhat I would; after which, seeing a coffec'shop open. I 
went in and found the pots on the fire, full of cofFee;* but there 
was no one there. So 1 drank my fill and said, 'Verily, this is a 


^ Arab. ^Sifcin”=quifisccht, Ijef k licctniDj h>mtnd lie. 
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iRDDdrous tlungJ It secmcth as though Deatii had stricken the 
people oi this city and they Jiad all died this very htjur, or as if they 
had taken fright at something which befd them and tied, without 
having tune to shut their shops.' Now whilst pondering this 
matter, lol I heard a sound of a band of drums heating; 'whereat 
I was afraid and hid myself for a while; then, looking out throu^ 
a cre^'ice, i saw damsels, like moons, come 'walking through the 
market, two by two. with uncovered heads and faces displayed. 
They were in forty pairs, thus numbering fourscore and in their 
midst a young lady, riding on a horse that could hardly move his 
legs for tbit whicli was upcm it of silvern trappings and golden and 
jewelled housings. Her face was W'holly unveikd, and she -was 
adorned with the costliest ornaments and clad in the richest of 
raiment and about her neck she wore a collar of gems and on her 
bosom were necklaces of gold; her wrists were clasped with 
bracelets which sparkled like stars, and her ankles with bangles of 
gold set with precious stones. The slavc'girls walked before her 
and behind and on her right and left and in front of was a 
damsel bearing in baldric a great sword, '(\4th grip of emerald and 
tassels of jewel'encrusted gold. When that young lady came to 
rvhere 1 lay hid, she pulled up her horse and said, ‘O damsels, 1 
hear a noise of somewhat within yonder shop: so do ye search it, 
lest haply there be one hidden there, with intent to enjoy a look 
at US, whilst we have our faces unveiled.' So they semiched the 
shop opposite the coffee'house' wherein i lay bid, whilst 1 abode 
in terror; and presently I saw them come forth with a man and 
they said to her, "O our lady, we found a nian there and here he 
is brfore thee.' Quoth she to the damsel with the sword, ‘Smite 
his neck.' So she went up to him and struck off hb head; then, 
leaving the dead man lying on the ground, they passed on. When 
I saw this, I was affright^; but my heart was taken with love of 
the young lady. After an hour or so, the people reappeared and 
every one w'ho had a shop entered it; whilst the folk began to 
come and go about the basars and gathered around the slain man, 
staring at him as a curiosity. Then I crept forth from my hiding 
place by stealth, and none took note of me, but love of that lady 
had gotten possession of my heart, and I began to enquire of her 
privily. None, however, gave me news of her; so 1 left Bassorah, 
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with vitals yearning for her love; and when 1 came upon this thy 
son, 1 saw him to m the likest of all creatures to the young lady; 
whereloie he reminded roe of her and his sight revived the fire of 
passion in me and kindled anew in my heart the flames of love' 
fongjng and difitracdon. And such is the cause of my shedding 
teats?" Tlien he wept with sore weeping till he could no more 
and said, "O my lord, I conjure thee by Allah, open the door to 
me, so 1 may gang tny gait!'' Acairdingly Ahd al-Rahman opened 
the door and he went forth. Thus fated it with him; but as 
regards I Camar al-Saman, when he heard the Derv'ish’s story, his 
heart was tahen with love of the lady and passion gat the mastery 
of him and raged in him longing and distraction; so, on the 
mom>w, he said to his sire, ‘^AU the sons of the merchants wander 
about the world to attain their desire, nor is there one of them but 
his father prmddeth for him a stock'm-mde wherewithal he may 
travel and traffic for gain. Why, then, O my father, dost thou 
not outfit me with merchandise, so 1 may fare with it and find 
my luck?” He replied, "O my son, such merchants lack monqr; 
so they send their sons to foreign parts for the sake of profit and 
pecuniary gain and provisicin of the goods of the world. But I 
have monies in plenty nor do I covet mane; why then should I 
exile thee? Indeed, I cannot bnx>k to be parted from thee an 
hour, more especially as thou art unique in beauty jmd loveliness 
and perfect grace and 1 fear for thee," But K^ar al'Zamao 
said, '^’O my father, nothing will serve but thou must furnish me 
w'ith merchandise wherewithal to travel; else will 1 fly fnewn thee 
at unawares though without money or merchaiKlise. So, an thou 
wish to solace my heart, make ready for me a stock-in'ti^e, that 
I may travel and amuse myself by viewing the countries of men." 
Abd al'Rahman, seeing his son enamoured of tmvcl, acquainted 
his wife with this, saying, "Verily thy son would have me provide 
him with goods, so he may fare therewith to far regions, albeit 
Travel fe Tiavajl."^ Quoth she, “What is there to displease thee 
in this? Such is the wont of the sons of the merchants and they 
all vie one with other in glorifying globe'trotting and gain.** 
Quoth he, '*Most of the merchants are poor and Sfit growth of 
good; but 1 has’e wealth galore.** She replied, “More of a good 
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thing hurteth not: and, if thou comply not with his wish. I wtU 
furnish him with goods of my own monies,*' Quoth Abd al'Kah' 
man, "'1 fear strangerhood for him, inasmuch as naveJ is the 
worst of trouble;*' but she sard, '*There ts no harm m stranger^ 
hood for him when it leadeth to gaining good; and. if we consent 
not, our son will go away and we shall s^ him and not hnd him 
and be dishonoured among the folk." The merchant accepted his 
wife's counsel and provid^ his son with merchandise to the val ue 
of ninety thousand gold pieces, whilst his mother gave him a 
purse containing for^ bezel^stones, jewels of price, the least of 
the value of one of which was £ve nundred ducats, saying, “O 
my son, be careful of this jewellery for 'twill be of service to 
thee." Thereupon Kamar al'Zaman took the jewels and set out 

for Bassorah.-And Shahra^ad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


Siben it iaiuS the .^ine Bnnbteli anb #»txtp>£Setieiith 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Kamar 
al-Zaman took the jeweb and set out for Bassorah after he had 
laid them in a belt, which he buckled about his waist; and lie 
stayed not till there remained aught but a day's journey between 
that city and himself: when the Arabs came out upon him and 
stripped him naked and slew his men and ^rvants; but he laid 
him «y-1f down among the stain and wallowed in tlieir blood, so that 
the wildlit^s took hhn for dead and left him without even turning 
him over and made off with thdr booty* When the Arabs 
gone thdr ways, Kamar ab Zaman arose, having naught left but 
die jewels in his girdle, and fared on nor ceased ^ng dll he came 
to Ba^orah. It chanced that his entry was on a Friday and the 
town was void of folk, even as the Dervish had informed him. 
He found the market-streets deserted and the shops wide open 
and full of goods; so he ate and drank and looked about lim. 
Presently, he heard a band of drums bearing and hid himself in 
a shop, td) the slave^iris came up, when he looted at diem; and, 
seeing the young bdy riding amongst them, love and longing 
overcame him and desire and distraction overpowered him, so that 
he had no force to stand. After aw'hile. the people reappeared 
and the batars filled. Whereupon he went to the marker and 
repairing to a jeiveUer and pulling out one of his forty gems sold 
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it for a thousand dinars, wherewith he returned to his place and 
passed the night there; and when morning morrowed he changed 
his clothes and going to the Ham m an came forth as he were 
the full moon. Then he sold other four stones for four thousand 
dinars and sauntered solacing bimsdf about the mam streets of 
fiassorah, clad in the costliest of cloches; till he came to a 
market, where he saw a barber's shop. So he went in to the 
barber who shaved his head; and, clapping up an aoquaintarw^ 
wdth him, said to him, "O my father, I am a stranger in these 
parts and yesterday I entered this city and found it void of folk, 
nor was there in it any living soul, man nor jinni. Then i saw a 
troop of £la.ve'girb and amongst them a young lady riding in 
state:" and he went on to tell him all he bad seen. Said the 
barber, "O my son, bast thou told any but me of this?"; and he 
said, “No." The other rejoined, “Th^ O my son, beware thou 
mention this before ^ but me; for all folk cannot keep a secret 
and thou art but a little lad and 1 fear lest the talk travel from 
man to man, till it reach those whom it conocmeth and they slay 
thee. For know, O my son, that this thou hast seen, none ever 
kenned nor knew in other than this city. As for the people of 
Bassorah they are dying of this aiincy; for every Friday forenoon 
they shut up the dogs and cats, to hinder them from going about 
the market-streets, and all the people of the dty enter the 
cathedral'inosques, where they lock the doors on them/ and not 
0 !ne of them can pass about the bazar nor even look out of case¬ 
ment; nor know^eth any the cause of this calamity. But, O my 
son, to-night I will question my wife concerning the reason 
thereof, for she is a midw'ife and entereth the houses of the 
notables and knoweth all the dty news. So Inshallah, do thou 
come to me to-morrow and F will tell thee what she ^aj] have 
told me.” With this Ramar al-Zaman pulled out a handful of 
gold and said to him, “O my father, take this gold and give it to 
thy wife; for she is become my mother." Then he gave him a 
second handful, saying, “Tate this for thyself.*' Whereupon 
quoth the barb^, “O my son, sit thou in thy place, till I go to 
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my wife and ask her and bring the news of the tme state of 
the case.” So saying, he left him in the shop and goine home, 
n rqtminted his wife with the young man's case, ^ying, "1 would 
have thpg teU me the truth of this city-business, go I may report 
it to this young mer chan t, for he h^ set his heart on weeting the 
reason why men and beasts are forbidden the market-streets every 
Friday forenoon; and methinks he is a bver, for lie is open- 
handed and hbeiU. and if we tell him what he would trow, we 
shall get great good of him.'* Quoth she, “Go back and say to 
him, 'Come, spe^ with thy mother, my wife, who sendeth her 
salam to thee and saith to thee. Thy wish is won.’ ” Accordingly 
he returned to the shop, where he found Kamar al-Zaman sitting 
awaiting him and repeated him the very words spoken Iw 
spouse. Then he carried him in to her and she wricomed him 
and bade him sit down; whereupon he pulled out an hundred 
ducats and gave them to her, saying, **0 my mother, teU me who 
rhifi young lady may be." Said she, '‘Know, O my son, that 
there came a gem to the Sultan of Bassoiah from the King of 
Hind, and he was minded to have it pierced. So he summoned 
all the jewellers in a body and said to them, *1 wish you to drill 
me this jewd. ^^hoso pieroeth it, I wtD give him whatsoever he 
ahrih ask; but if he break it, 1 will cut off his head.' At this 
they were afraid and said, 'O King of the age, a jewel is soon 
spoilt and there are few who can pierce them without injury, for 
most of them have a flaw. So do not thou impose upon us a 
task to which we are unable; for our hands cannot avail to drili 
this jewel. However, our Shaykh* is more experienced than we.' 
Asked the King, 'And who is your Shaykh?'; and they answered, 
'Master Obayd; he is more versed than we in this an and hath 
wealth galore and of skill great store. Therefore do thou send 
for him to the presence and bid him pierce thee this jewel.' 
Accordingly the King sent for Obayd and bade him pierce die 
jewel, imposing on him the condition aforesaid. He took it and 
pierced it to the liking of the King who said to him, ‘Ask a boon 
of me, O master?'; and said he, 'O King of the age, allow me delay 
till to-morrow.* Now the reason of this Avas that he wished to take 
counsel with his wife, who is the young bdy thou sawest riding 
in procession; for he loveth her with exceeding love, and of the 
greatness of hri affection for her, he doth naught without con- 
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suldag her; wherefore he pui cpff asking till the mQrncfW, When 
he went home, he sai^l to her, *1 have pierced the King a jewel 
and he hath granted me a boon which 1 deferred asking till 
to-morrow, that I might consult thee. Now what dost thou wish, 
that 1 may ask it?' Quoth she, 'We have riches such as £re$ 
may not consume; but, an thou love me, ask of the King Co make 
proclamation in the streets of Bassoiah that ail the townsfolk 
shall every Friday enter the mosques, two hours before the hour of 
prayer, so none may abide in the town at all great or small except 
they be in the mosques or in the houses and the doors be locked 
upon them, and that e\'exy shop of the town be left open. Then 
will 1 ride with my slave-women through the heart of the city and 
none shall look on me from window or lattice; and every otie 
whom 1 hnd abroad I wiU kill.'' So he went in to the King 
and begged of him this boon, which he granted him and caused 

proclamation to be made amongst the Bassorites,"-And Shah' 

raaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
eay. 


<8t)cn (t hjos the .^iine ihntitnreb ontr £)txtp-riQf]th 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
barber's wife said, “When the Jeweller 1>egged his boon, the King 
bade proclamation be made amongst the Bassorites, but the people 
objected diat they feared for their goods from the cats and dogs; 
wherefore he commanded to shut the animals up till the folk 
should come forth from the Friday prayers. So the jeweller's 
wife fell to sallying forth every Friday, two hours before the time 
of congregational prayer, and riding in state through the city with 
her women; during which time none darcth pass through the 
market'place nor Icjok out of casement or lattice. This, then, is 
what thou wDuldest know and 1 have told thee who she is; but, 
O my son, was it thy desire only to have news of her or hast thou 
a mind to meet her?" Answered he, “O my mother, ‘tis my 
wish to foregather with her." Quoth she, "Tell me what valw 
abfes thou hast with thee"; and quoth he, “O my mother, 1 have 
with me precious stones of four sorts, the first worth 6ve hundred 
dinars each, the second seven hundred, the third eight hundred 
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and the fourth a thousand ducats " She asked, "Art thou willing 
to spend four of these?”; and he answered, * *1 am ready to spend 
all of them.'* She rejoined, ‘Then, arise, O my son, and go 
straght to thy lodging and a of wonh five 

hundred sequins, with which do thou repair to the jewel market 
and ask for the shop of Master Obayd, the Sbaykh of the jewel' 
lets. Go thither and thou wilt find him seated m his shop, dad 
in rich dothes, with workmen under his hand. Salute him and 
sit down on the front shelf of bis shop/ then pull out the jewel 
and give it to him, saying, ‘O master, take Ais stone and fa^ton 
it infft a seal'ring for me with gold. Make it not large, a Miskal’ 
in weight and no more; but let the fadiion of it be thy fairest. 
Then give him twenty dinars and to each of his prentices a dinar. 
Sit with him awhile and talk with him and if a beggm* approach 
thee, show thy generosity by giving him a dinar, to the intent 
that he may affect thee, and after this, leave him and return to thy 
place. Pass the night there, and nest morning, take an hundred 
dinars and bring them and give them to thy father the barl^, 
for he is poor.” Quoth Kamar al'Zaman, “Be it ho, and returning 
to his caravanserai, took a jewel worth five hundred gold pieces 
and went with it to the jewel-bazar. There he enquired for the 
shop of Master Obayd, Shaykh of the Jewellers, and they directed 
him thereto. So he went thither and saw the Shaykh, a man of 
austere aspect and robed in suoiptuous raiment with four tourney' 
men under his hand. He addressed him with “Peace be upon 
you!" and the jeweller returned his greeting and welcoming him, 
made him sit down. Then he brought out the jewel ana said, 
”0 master, 1 wish thee to make me thfe icwel into a seal-ring 
with gold. Let it be the weight of a Miskal and no more, but 
fashion it excellently." Then he pulled out twenty dinars and 
gave them to him. saying, ‘'This is the fee for chasing and die 
price of the ring shall remain.’’" And he gave each of the 
apprentii^ a gdd piece, wherefore they loved him. and so did 
M^ter Obayd. Then he sat talking w'ith the jeweller and when' 
ever a beggar came up to him, he gave him a gold piece and they 
all marvelled at his generosity. Now Master Obayd had took 
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at borne, like those he bad in the shop, and wben^er he was 
mmded to do any unusual piece of work, it wa:s bi^ custom to 
carry it home and do it there, that his joumEyinm might not kam 
the secrets of has wonderful workmanship.^ His vnit used to sit 
b^ore him, and when she w'as sitting thus and he looking upon 
her,* he would fashion all manner of marvellously wroughten 
trinkets, such aa were fit for none but kings. So he Avenc home 
and sat down to mould the ring with admirable workman^p. 
When his wife saw him tlius engaged, she adeed him, wilt 

thou do with this be^hgeiii?''j and he answered, '"1 to 

mkke it into a ring with gold, for 'tis worth five hundred dinars. 
She enquired, 'Tor whom?’"'; and he answered, "Tor a young 
merchant, w^ho is lair of face, with eyes that wound d^ire, 
and diciks that strike fire and mouth like the seal of Sukyman 
and cheeks like the blootn of Nu^min and lips red as coralhne and 
neck like the antelopes long and fine* His complexion is white 
dashed with red and he is w^ell^bred, pleasant and generous and 
doth thus and thus-" And he went on to desenbe to her now his 
beauty and loveliness and then hfs perfection and bounty and 
ceased not to vaunt his charms and the generosity of his dk 
position, till he had made her in love with him; for there is no 
sillier cuckold than he w^ho vaunteth to his wife another man 5 
handsome looks and unu^uiil liberality in money matters. So* 
when desire rose high in her, she said co him. Is aught of my 
charms found in him?'* Said he, hath all thy beauties; 
and he is thy counterpart in qualities, Meseemeth his age is e%'en 
as thine and but that 1 fear to hurt thy feelings, I would ay that 
he is a thousand times handsomer than thou art**' She was silent, 
yet the fire of fondness was kindled in her heart. And the jeweller 
ceased not to talk with her and to out Kamar abZamans 
charms before her rill he had made an fnd of molding the ring; 
when he gave it to her and she put it on her finger, which it 
fitted exactly. Quoth she, my lord, my heart loveth this 
ring and I tong for it to be mine and wili not take it from my 
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finger,” Quotii he. “Have patience! The owner of it is generous* 
and I will to buy it of him, and if he will sdl it, I wiU bring 
it to thee. Or if he have anuthcr such stone, I will buy it anu 

lashioQ it for th^ into 3 ring like this,”-^And Shabtatad per' 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say, 

W\m il Uiasi tljt ^tne ^unlirtl) anh i&txtp-nitift) 

She pursued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
jeweller said to his wife, “Have patience! The owner of it is 
generous and I will seek to buy it of him: and, if lie will sell it, 
I will bring it to cheej or, if he have another such stone 1 will 
buy it and fashion it for thee into a ring like this." On this wise 
it fared with ibc jeu'dler and his %ilc; but as ttgards Ramar 
al-Zanian, he passed the night in his lodging and on the morrow 
he took an hundred dinars and carried them to the old woman, 
die barber s wife, saying to her, “Accept the^ gold pieces,'" and 
she replied, “Give them to thy father." So he gave them to the 
barber and she asked, “Hast thou done as I bade thee?" He 
answered, “Yes," and she said, “"Go now to the Shaykh, the 
jeweller, and if he give thee the ring, put it on the Up of thy 
finger and pull it off in haste and say to him, 'O master, thou hast 
made a mistake; the ring is too tight/ He will say. 'O merchant, 
shall I break it and mould it again larger?" And do thou say, "It 
booteth not to break it and fashion it anew. Take it and give it 
to one of thy slave'womcn.' Then pull out another stone worth 
seven hundred dinars and say to him. Take this stone and set it 
for me, for 'tis handsomer than the other/ Give him thirty dinars 
and to each of the prentices nra, saying. These gold pieces are 
for the chasing and the price of the ring shall remain/ Then 
return to thy lodging for the night and on the morrow bring me 
two hundred ducats, and I ivill complete thee the rest of the dc' 
vice/’ So the youth went to the jewdler, who welcomed him and 
made him sit down in his shop: and he asl^ him, "Hastthou done 
ray need?" “Yes," answered Obayd and brought out to him the 
seal-ring: whereupon he set it on his finger-tip and pulling it off 
in baste, cried, “Thou hast made a mistake, O master;" and 
threw it to him, fflying, "Tis too strait for my finger," Asked 
the jeweller, “O moixhant, shall I make it brger?" But he 
answered, **Not so; take it as a gift and give it to one of thy 
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siax'E'girls. Its worth ts CriHing, soniE hundred djn^ns^ so it 
bfXiteth not to fashion it over again.’* * Then he brought out to 
him another stone worth seven hundred setjuins and said to him, 
“Set for me: *tte a dner gem." Moreover he gave him thirty 
dinars and to each of his workmen two. Quoth Obayd, "O my 
lonj we will take the price of the ring when we have made it 
But Kamar al''^man said, “This is for the chasing, and the price 
of the ring remains over." So saying, he went away home, leaving 
the jewdicr and his men amazed at the excess of his generosity. 
Presently the jeweller returned to his wife and said, “O Haiimah,* 
never did I set eyes on a more generous chan this young man, and 
as for thee, thy luck is good, tor he hath given me the ring without 

E rice, sa)’ing, 'Give it to one of thy slave-women.' ' And he told 
er what had passed, adding, “Methiaks this youth is none of the 
sons of the merchants, but that he is of the sons of the Kings 
and Sultans.” Now the more he praised him, the more she ivaxed 
in lovc'longing, passion and distraction for him. So she took the 
ring and put it on her finger, whilst the jeweller made another 
one, a littk larger than the first. When he had finished moulding 
it, she put it on her finger, under the first, and said, '‘Lsok. O my 
lord, how wdl the two rings show on my fingerl T wish they were 
both mine." Said he, "PhtienceJ It may be 1 shall buy thee this 
second one/' Then he lay that night and on the morrow he took 
the ring and went to his ^op. As for Kamar al'Zaman, as soon 
as it was day, he repaired to the barber's wife and gave her two 
hundred dinars. Quoth she, “Go to the jeweller and when he 
giveth thee the ring, put it on thy fing^ and pull it off again m 
hasre, saying, 'Thou hast made a mistake, O master! This 
ring is too large, A master like thee, when the like of me 
comedi to him with a piece of work, it behc^'eth him to take 
right measure: and if thou hadst measured my finger, thou hadst 
not erred.' Then puli out another stone worth a thousand dinars 
and say to him, ‘Take this and set it, and give this ring to one 
of thy slave'women.* Give him forty ducats and to each of his 
Journeymen three, saying, '*rhis is for the chasing, and for the cost 
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of th4 ring, that .shall remam/ And see what he will say. Then 
bring three hundred dinars and give them to thy father the barber, 
that he may mend Iris fortune withaJ, for he is a poor man/ 
Answered Kamar al-^unan, “I hear and obey," and bett^ him' 
self to the jeweller, who wdeotned him and making him sit down, 
gave him the ring. He took it and put it on his hngCT; then 
pulled it off in haste and said, “It behoveth a master like thee, 
when the like of me bringeth him a piece of work, to take his 
measure. Hadst thou measured my finger, thou hadst not eirred; 
but take it and give it to one of thy slavc-womerL" Thai he 
brought out to him a stone worth a thousand sequins and said to 
him , “Take this and set it in a signct'ring for me after the measure 
of my finger.” Quoth Obayd, ‘“Thou hast spoken sooth and art 
in the right/’ and took his measure, whereupon he pulled out 
forty gold pieces and gave them to him, saying, ‘“Take these for 
the chasing and the price of the ring shall remain," Cried the 
j'ewcHer, “O my lord, how much hire have we taken of theel 
Verily, thy bounty to us is greatl" “No harm,'' replied Kamar 
al'Zaman and sat talking wim him awhile and giving a dinar to 
every beggar who passed by the shop. Then he left him and went 
away, whilst the jeweller returned home ajid said to his wife, 
“How generous is this young merchant! Never did I sec eyes on 
a more open'handcd or a oomeUer than he, no, nor a sw^ceter of 
speech," And he went on to recount to her bis charms and 
generosity and was loud in his praise. Cried she, "O thou lack' 
tact,^ rince thou notest these quaUdes in him, and indeed he hath 
given thee two seal-rings of price, it behoveth thee to invite him 
and make him an cncertainment and entreat him lovingly. When 
he seest that thou affectest him and oometh to our place, we shall 
surely get great good of him; and if thou grudge him the banquet 
do thou bid him and I will entertain him of my monies." Quoth 
he, "Dost thou know me to be niggardly, that thou sayest this 
Say?"; and quoth she, "Thou art no niggard, but thou Lickest 
tact. Invite him this very night and come not without him. An 
he refuse, conjure him by the divorce oath and be persiscent with 
him," "On my head and eyes," answered he and moulded the 
ring till he had finished it, after 'which he passed the night and 
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went forth on the morrow to his shop and sat there. On this 
wise it was with him ; but as for Kainar al^Ztonan, he took three 
hundr^ dinars and canymg them tn the old wifet gave them ^ 
her for the barber, her husband. Said she, “Most like he will 
iavhe thee to his house this day; and if he do this and thou pass 
the night there, tdi me in the motning what befalleth thee and 
bring with thee four hvindred dinars and give them (o thy father.*’ 
Answered he, “Hearing and obeying;” and as often as he ran 
out of money, he would sell some of his stones. So he repaired to 
the jewdlcr, who rose to him and received him with opra anm, 
greeted him heartily and clapped up companionship with him. 
Then he gave him the ring, and he found it after the measure of 
his foger and said to the jeweller, “Allah bless thee, O prince 
of artists! The setting is conformable but the stone is not to my 

likin g.”-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say, 

Slhm it tnas tilt .^ine Ibnnbrcta anb ^tbeitttetb 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
Kamar al-Zaman said to the jcwelkr, ‘The setting is coaform- 
able to my wishes, but the stone is not to my hking. I have a 
handsomer than this: so take the seal'ring and give it to one of 
thy slavc'women.” Then he gave him a fourth stone and an 
hundred dinars, saying, 'Take thy hire and excuse the trouble 
we have given thee.” Obayd replied, "O merchant, all the 
trouble thou hast given us thou hast requited us and hast over* 
whelmed us with thy great bounties; and indeed my heart is taken 
with love of thee and I cannot brook parting from thee. So. Allah 
upon thee, be thou my guest this night and heal my heart. He 
rejoined, "So be it; but needs must I go to my Khan, that I may 
give a charge to my domestics and tell them that I shall sleep 
abroad to-night, so they may not expect me.” "Where dost thou 
lodge?” asked the jeweller; and he answered, ' In such a 
Khan.'* Quoth Obayd, "I wiU come for thee there;” and 
quoth the other ” 'Tis well.” So the jewdkr repaired to the 
Khan before sundown, fearing lest his wife should be anangered 
with him, if he returned home without his guest; and, carr 3 nng 
Kamar al-Zaman to his house, seated him in a saloon that had 
not its [fiatoh- Halimah saw hita, as he entered, and was 
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ravj^ed wjth him. They tslked till supper was served when they 
ate and dranh; alter which appeared culfee and sherbets, and the 
jeweller ceased not to entertain him wnth talk till eventide, w'hen 
they prayed the obLgatory prayers. Then entered a handmaid 
wiih iwo cups^ of night drink, which when they had drunk, 
drowsiness overcame them and they slept, Resendy in came the 
iweller's wife and seeing them adeep, looked upon Kamar al- 
daman's face and her wit wms oonfounded at his beauty. Said she, 
”How can he sleep who loveth the fair?" and, turning him over 
on his back, sat astraddle upon his breast. Then, in the mania 
of her passion for him, she rained down kisses on hie cheeks, till 
she left a mark upon them and they became exceeding red and 
his cheek bones ^one; and, she sucked his lips, till the blood 
ran nut into her mnuth- but with aU this, her £re was not quenched 
nor her thirst assuaged. She ceased not to kiss and dip him and 
twine leg with leg, till the forebrow of Mom grew white and the 
dawn broke forth in light; when she put in his pocket four 
cockals^ and went away. Then she sent her maid with something 
like OTuff, which she applied to their nostrils and they sneezed and 
awoke, when the skve'girl said, "O my lords, prayer is a duty; 
so rise ye arid pray the dawrtpiayer." And she brought them 
basin and ewer,* Quoth Kaman al'Zamar “O master, 'tis lace and 
we have overslept ourselves;" and quoth the jewdler, "O my 
friend verily the air of this rcxim is heavy; for, whenever I sleep 
in it, this happens to me." Rejoined Kainar al'Zaman, ‘True,” 
and proceed^ to make the Wuzu ablution; but, when he put the 
water to his face, his cheeks and lips burned him. Cried he, 
‘Trodigiousl If the air of the room be heavy and we have been 
drewn^ in sleep, what aileth my cheeks and lips that they bum 
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me?" And he said to the jeweUer^ “O master^ my* * cheeks and lips 
burn me/* The other replied, *'I guess this oometh of the 
niosquiiO'bites/' ‘Stranger’ said Kamar al-Zaman. "Hath this 
thing ivappened to titee?” Replied Ohayd, "Nof But whenever 
1 have by me a guest like thee, he oomplaiQeth in the morning of 
the mosquito'bites, and tbs happeneth only when he is like thee 
beardless. If he bearded the njosquitoea sting bim not, and 
naught hindereth them from me but my beard. It seems mosquitoes 
Itrt'e not bearded Rejoined Kamar al-Zaman, "True/’ 

Then the maid brought them early breakfast and they broke their 
fast and went out. Kamar al-Zaman betook himself to the old 
woman, who csclaimed, when she saw him, "1 see the marks of 
joyance on thy face* tell me what thou hast seen." Said he, "I 
nave seen nothing. Only I supped with the house'master in a 
saloon and prayed the ni^t-prayer, after which we fell asleep and 
woke not morning/’ She lauded and said, "What be those 
marks on thy cheeks and lips?" He answered, “ "Twas the 
mosquitoes of the saloon that did this with me;" and she rejoined, 
“ Tis well. But did die same thing betide the house master?" 
He retorted, “Nay; but he told me that the mosquitoes of that 
saloon mole^ not bearded men, but snng chose only who have no 
hair on face, and that whenever he hath for guest one who is beard¬ 
less, the stranger awaketh complaining of the mosquito-bites; 
whereas an he have a beard, there befalledi him naught of this," 
Said she, “Sooth thou speakest; but say me, sawest thou aught 
save this?” And he answered, “1 found four cockaU in ray 
pocket" Quoth she, '^Show them to me." So be them to 
W and she laughed and said, "Thy mistress laid these in thy 
pocket." He asked, "How so?” And she answered, " Tis as iJf 
she said to thee, in the language of signs,^ ‘An thou wert in love, 
thou wouldst not sleep, for a lover deepeth not: but thou hast not 
ceased to be a child and Ht for nothing but to play with these 
cockals. So what drave thee to fall in love with the fair?’ Now 
she came to th^ by night and tin ding thee asleep, scored thy 
chedts with her kisses and left thee this sign. But that will not 
sufiita; her of thee and she will certainly send her husband to 
invite thee again tso-night; so, when thou goest home with him, 
hasten not to fall askep, and on the morrow bring me five 


*Thc F«Tf«t (tupidier the otd wirrol i» toJd "wteli the driett Arab humistir- 

* TWi II • rscbii^ of the Latiguiijie cf Signi in "Aiijt and Azliiii’* val. a. 303. 





a-jo Alp L^yi-ah wa Laylah* 

hundred dinars and come and acquaint me with what hath 
pas^ and I will perfect for thee the device.*' Answered tw, 
“I hear and obey " and went back to the Khan. Thus it befel 
him; but M regards the jeweUer's wife, she said to her husban^ 
‘^Is the guest gone?" Answered he, "Yes. but, O MmaK' the 
moaejuitoefi plagued bim last night and scarified his 
lips, and indeed I ^vas abashed fciefore him/* She rejoinetn ^Tius 
is tbg; wont of the mosejuitoes of oor saloon* for they love^^none 
save the beardless. But do thou invite him again to-night." bo 
he repaired to the Khan w'here the youth abode, and bidding 
carried him to his house, where they ate and drank and prayed 
the night'prayer in the saloon, after which the slave'girl mtered 

and gave each of them a cup of night'drink,-^And Shahrasad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


Rlbtn it toflfi ffie .^ine ©unhreh anh jkehtiitp-firfi! 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the slave' 
girl went in to the twain and gave each of them a cup of ntghp 
drink, and they drank and fell ^eep. Presently, in came Haliroah 
and said, "O good-for-nothing, how canst thou sleep and call thy¬ 
self a lover? A lover slecpeth 1101 ?" Then she mounted cm his 
breast and ceased not to come down upon him w'ith kisses 

biting and suc^g his lips and so forth, tiil the morning, 
when she put in his pocket a knife and sent hta: handmaid to 
arouse them. And when the youth awoke, his checks were on 
fire, for excess of redness, and bis lips like coral, for dint of suck¬ 
ing and kissing. Quoth the jeweller, "Did the irw^uitoes plague 
thee last night?"; and quoth the other, “Nay!"; for he now 
knew the conceit and left complaining. Then he fdt the knife in 
}iK pocket and was silent; but when he had broken his fast bjiq 
drunk coffee, he left the jeweller and going to the Khan; took 
five hundred dinars of gold and earned them to the old woman, to 
whom he rclat^ what had passed, saying, “I slept despite myself, 
and when I woke at dawn 1 found nothing but a knife in my 
pocket,” Exclaimed the old trot, "May AUah protett thee from her 
rKtji next night! For she saith to thee by this sign. An thou sleep 
a gain, I will cut thy throat.* Thou wilt once more be bidden to 
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the ieweUcr’a house tonight/ and If thou sleqj, she wiU sky thee.” 
Said he, "What is no be done?”: ^d said she, "Tdl me what 
thou atest and drankest before deeping.” Quoth he, "We supped as 
was our wont and prayed the night'prayer, after which there came 
in to U3 a maid, who gave each of us a cup of night'drink, which 
when 1 had drunk, I feh asleep and awoke not tdl the nvoming." 
Quoth the old wotnan, ’The mischief k in the cup: so, when the 
maid giverh it to thee, take it from her, hut drink not and wait tdl 
the master of the house have drunken and fallen asleep; then say to 
her, 'Give me a draught of water,' and she will go to fetch thee the 
gugglet. Then do thou empty the cup behind the pillow and lie 
^Ti and feign sleep. So when ^e oometh back with the gugglet, 
she vrill deem that thou hast fallen adeen, after having drunk off 
the cup, and wili leave thee; and presently the ca^e will appear to 
thee; but beware of disobeying my bidding.” Answered he, "I hear 
and 1 obey," and returned to the Khan. Meanwhile the jew^er's 
wife said to her husband, “A guest's due honour is three nights' 
cntertauiment: so do thou invite him a third time.” Whereupon 
he betook himself to the youth and inviting him, carried him home 
and sat down with him in the saloon. When they had supped 
and prayed the night'prayer, behold, in came the handmaid and 
gave each of them a cup. Her master drank and fell asleep; but 
Kamar al-Zaman forbore to drink, whereupon qm^ the maid, 
"Wdt thou not drink, O my lord?” Answered h^ I am athirst, 
bring me the gugglet.” Accordingly she went to fetch it, and he 
emptied the cup b^ind the pillow and lay down. When the slave- 
girl returned, she saw him lying down and going to her mistress 
said, "He hath drunk off the cup and fallen asleep:” whereupon 
quoth Halimah to herself, “Verily, his death is bettCT than his 
life.” 'Then, taking a sharp knife, she went in to him, saying, 
"Three times, and toou notedst not the sign, O fooU* * So 1 
will rip up thy maw." When he saw her making for him knife in 
band, he opened his eyes and rose, laughing: whereupon said sh^ 
“ Twas not of thine own wit, that thou earnest at the meaning of 
the sign, but by the help of some wily cheat; so tell me when^ 
thou nadst this knowledge.*' "From an old woman, replied he, 
^"bctwten whom and dag bcfsl such and such; and he told her 
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all that had passed. Quoth she, ‘Ttymorrow go thou forth from 
us and seek her and say, ‘Hast thou any further device in store?* 
And if she answer. 1 have,' do thou rejoin. Then do thy b^t that 
I may enjoy her publicly,' But, if she say, '1 have no m^^ns of 
doing that, and this is the last of my de^'ices,* put her away from 
thy uiottght, and tO'Hiorrtrw night my husband will come to thee 
and invite chec. Do thou come with him and tell me and 1 will 
consider what rcmaJneth to be done.” Answered he, "There is no 
harm in chad" Then he spent the rest of the night with her in 
embracing and dipping, plyiog the particle of copulation in coiy 
cert* and joining the conjunctive ‘with the conjoined,* whilst her 
husband was as a cast'Out nunnation of construction.* And they 
ceased not to be thus till morning, when she said to him, " 'Tis 
not a night of thee that will content me, nor a day; no, 
nor yet a month nor a year; but it's my intent to abide 
with thee the rest of my life. Wait, however, till I play 
my husband a trick which would baffle the keenest-witted and 
win for us our widics. f will cause doubt to enter into him, so 
that he shall divorce me, whereupon 1 will marry thee and go 
with thee to thine own country; I will also transport all his monies 
and hoards to thy lodging and will contrive thee the ruin of his 
dweHing'place and the blotting out of his traces. But do thou 
hearken to my speech and obey me in that I shall say to thee and 
gainsay me not." He replied, "I hear and I obey: in me thete 
is none opposidou." Then said she, "Go to the Khan and, when 
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my husband cometh to thee and invitcth thee, say to him, ‘O my 
binther, a son of Adam b apt to he burdensome^ and when his 
vmts grow over frequent, both genennis and niggard loathe him,* 
How then ^all I go with thee every night and lie I and thee, on 
the saicon? An thou wax not chagrined with me, thy Harim 
will bear me grudge, for that 1 hinder thee from thine* Therefore 
if thou have a mind to my company, take me a house beside thine 
CFwn and we will abide thus, now I sitting with the* till the time 
of sleep, and nt'W w'ith me thou. Then 1 will go to my place and 
thou to thy Harim and this will be a better rede than that I hinder 
thee from th^' Harim every night.' Then wili he come to me and 
take counsel with me, and 1 will advise him to turn out our 
neighbour, for the house wherein he tivedi is cur house and he 
rentetli it of us; and once thou art in the house, Allah will n^e 
easy to us the rest of our scheme,” And presently she added, “Go 
riow‘ and do as 1 bid thee," Answered he, 'I hear and obey; 
whereupon she left him and went away, whilst he lay down and 
feigned to be asleep. Presently, the handmaid came and arou^ 
them; and w-hen me jcvt'elkr awoke, he said to his gue^"0 
merdhant have the mosquitoes vt'orried thee?" He replied, "Ho," 
and Obayd said, "Belike thou art grown used ro them." Then 
they broke their fast and drank c^fTee, after which they fared forth 
CO their affairs, and Kamar ahZaman betook himself to the old 

crone, and related to her what had passed,-And Shahratad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 

^(ten fl liJ«s Q}t ibunbrEb anh feehmlp-seconh Jlislilt 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspidcus King, that when 
Kamar al^Zaman betook himself to the old crone, he related to 
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her what had passed, saying, “She ^ake to me this and that, and 
I answered her thus and thus. Now say me, hast thou any farther 
dev'ice for biinging me to enjoy her publidy?” Quoth she, “O 
my son, here endeui my contrivance, and now I am at the term of 
mv deviKs.” Upon this he left her and returned to the Khan 
where, as eventide e^'sned, die jeweller came to him and invited 
him* He said, “1 cannot go with thee.” Asked the merchant, 
“"Why so? 1 love thee and cannot brook separation from thee. 
Allah upon thee come with mef* The other replied, ""An it be 
thy wish to continue our comradeship and keep up the friendship 
betwixt thee and me, take me a house by the side of diine own, 
and when thou wilt, thou shale pass the evening w'ith me and I 
with thee; but, as soon as the rime of deep cometh, each of us 
shall hie him to his own home and be there.” Quoth Obayd, 
have a house adjoining mine, which is my own property: so go 
thou with me tcynight and ttvinarrow 1 will have the house ure 
tenanted for thee.” Accordingly he went with him and they 
supped and prayed the night'praycr, after which the jeweller drank 
the cup of drugged' Li^juor and fell asleep: but in Kamar ah 
Zaman's cup there was no trick; so he drimk it and slept not. 
Then came the jewelier's wife and sat chatting with him tnroush 
the dark hours, w'hiist her husband lay like a corpse. When he 
awoke in the morning as of wont, he sent for his tenant and said 
to him, '■‘O man, quit me the house, for 1 have need of it.” “On 
my head and eyes,” answered the other and voided the house to 
him, whereupon Kamar al'Zaman took up his abode therein and 
transported thither all his bagg^. The jeweller pas^ that 
evening with him, then w'ent to his owti house. On the nest day, 
his wile sent for a cunning builder and bribed him with money 
to make her an underground'way^ from her chamber bo Kamar 
al'Zaman's house, with a trap'dix>r under the earth. So, before 
the youth was ware, she came in to him with two bags of money 
and he said to her, “Whence coniest thou?” She ^owed him 
the tunnd and said to him^ 'Take these two hags of his money,” 
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Then she sat with him, the twain toying and tumbling together 
rill the morning, when she aid. '‘Wait for me. till 1 go to him and 
qj^lfp him, so he may go to his shop, and I return to thee. He 
sac cjcpecting her, whilst she went away and awoke her husband, 
who made the Wuzu ablution and prayed and went to his shop. 
As soon as he was gpnc, she cook four bags and, carrying^ them 
through the Souterrain to Kamar al'Zaman, said to hhn, "Store 
these up;" then she sat with him awhile, after which she retired 
to her home and he betook himself to the haaar. Whra he 
returned at sundown, he found in his house ten purses and jewels 
and much besides. Presently the jeweller came to him and earned 
him to his own house, where they passed the e^'cning in the saloon, 
till the handmaid cune in according to custom, and brought them 
the drink. Her master drank and fell asleep, whilst naught 
bedded Kamar al-2aman for that his cup was wholesome and 
there was no trick dierein. Then came Halitnah who down 
atoying with him ^ the sla.vc'Hirl transported tht s 

goods to Kamar al'Zaman's house hy the secret passage. Thus 
they did till morning, when the handmaid awoke lord and 
gave them to drink coffee, after v/hich they went each his own way. 
On the third day the wife brought out to him a knife of her 
husband's, which he had chased and wrought with his own hand, 
and which he priced at five hundred dinars. But diere was no 
knife like it and because of the eagerness with which folk ^ught 
it of him, he had kid it up in a chest and coidd not btmg Wmself 
to sell it to any one in creation. Quoth she, 'Take this kmf e^and 
set it in thy waist-shawl and go to my husband and sit hm. 
Then pull out the knife and say to him, O master, look at ms 
knife I bought to-day and tell me if I have the worst or the best 
of the bargain.* He will know it, but wfll be ashamed to say to 
thee, 'This is my knife;’ so he will ask thee, 'Whence didst thou 
buy it and for how much?’; and do thou make answer, 1 saw two 
Levantines^ disputing and one said to the other^ V/here hast thou 
been?* Quoth his companion.^ hav^ been wi th my mistress, and 
whenever I foregather with her, she givech me ten dirhama; but 
this day she said to me, 'My hand is empty of silver for th^ tryday^ 
but take this knife of Diy husband s. Sb I took it and intend to 
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sell ic.’ The knife pleased me and hearing bis tale 1 said to biiii» 
'Wilt tJwu sell it to me?' when he r€plie<^ 'Buy.* So I got it of 
him for three hundred gold pieces and I wondCT whether ic was 
cheap or dear.' And note what he will say to thee. Then talk 
with him awhile and rise and come hack to me in haste. Thou 
wile find me awaiting thee at the tunnehmouth, and do thou give 
me the knife," Replied Kamar al'21aman» “Z hear and 1 obey," 
and taking the knife set it in his waist'shawl. Then he wrat to 
the shop of the fcweller, who saluted him with the salam and 
welcomed 1dm and made him sit down. He spied the knife in his 
waist'shawl, at which be wondered and said to himself, "That is 
my knife; who can have cctnvey«l it to this merchant?" And he 
fell a-musine and saying in his mind, *'I wonder asi it be my knife 
or a knife like it!" Presently Kamar al'Zaman pulled it out and 
said to him, "Harkye, master; take this knife and look at it." 
Obayd took it and knew it right well, but was ashamed to say, 

"This is my knife;"-And Shahiaaad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


iQhtn ft teas lf]t .^ine l^unbrrli and #>ebcntp-t(irb 

pursued, Ic bath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the jeweller took the knife from I^unar abZaman, he knew it, but 
was ashamed to say, “This is my knife," So he asked, “Where 
didst thou buy it?" Kamar al'Zaman answered as Haiimah had 
charged him, and the jeweiler said, “The Itnife was cheap at that 
price, for it is worth five hundred dinars." But fire flamed in his 
neart and his hands were tied from working at his craft. Kamar 
al'21aman continued to talk with him, whilst he was drowned in 
the sea of solidtudes, and for fifty words wbercwilh the youth 
bespoke him, he answered him hut one; for his heart ached and his 
frame was racked and his thoughts were troubled and he was 
ev'en as saith the poet, 

"T have no word.'i thmgh folk wmild have me taTlic * And who bespeak me 
find me Ehoui^ht-waylaid; 

in the C^'sea’s undisoovered depths: * Nor aughi of dtderence 
see 'twixt man ind staid?'’ 

When Kamar al'Zaman saw his case thus changed, he said to him, 
“Belike thou art busy at this present," and leavmg him, returned 
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in hottest haste to his own house, where he found Halimah stand* 
ing at the passag^^door awaiting him. Quoth she ‘'Hast thou done 
as I hade thee?”: and quoth he, “Yes” She asked, “Wiwt said 
he to thee?”; and he answered, “He cold me that the knife was 
cheap at that price, for that it was worth tive hundred dinars: but 
1 could see that he was troubled; so I left him and know not what 
bcfel h»»ti after chat,' Cried she, “Give me the knife and reck 
thou not of him.” Then she took the knife and restoring it to its 
place, sat down. Now after Katnar al'Zaman's departure hre 
fliuacd in the jeweller s heart and suspidon was sore upon him and 
he said to himself, “Needs must I get op and go look for the 
knife and cut down doubt with certainty.” 5o he rose and 
repaired to his house and went in to his wife, snorting like a 
dragon;^ and she said to him, “What mattereth thee, O my lord?” 
He asked, “Where is my knife?" and she answered, “In the 
chest,” and smote hand upon breast, saymg, “O my grief! Belike 
thou hast fallen out with some one and an coroe to fetch the knife 
to smite him withal." Said he, *‘Give me the knife. Let me see 
it,” But said she, “Not tiU thou swear to me that thou wilt not 
smite any one therewith.” So he swore this to her and she opened 
the and brought out to hitn the knife and he fell to turning 
it over, saying, “Verfly, this is a wondrous thing!” Then quotn 
he to her, “Take it and lay it back in its place;” and she, "Tell 
me the meaning of all this,” He answered, “I saw with our 
friend a knife like this,” and told her all that had passed between 
himsg lf and rh<* youth, adding, “But, when 1 saw it in the che^, 
my suspicion ended in certainty ” Said she, “Haply thou mis* 
doubcedest of me and decroedst that I w'ss the Levantine's mistress 
and had gis’en him the knife." He replied, “Yes; I had my 
doubts of this; but, when I saw tlie knife, suspicion was lifted 
from my heart.” Rejoined she, “Q man, there is now no good in 
thee!” And he fell to excusing himself to her, till he appeased 
her; after which he fared forth and returned to his shop. Next 
day, fbg gave Kamar al'Zaman her husband's watch, which he 
had made with his ewn hand and whereof none had the like, 
saying, “Go to his shop and sit by his sidie and say to him, I 
saw again tO'day him whom I saw yesterday. He had a watch in 
his hand and said to me, 'Wilt thou buy this watdi?' Quoth L 
'^■^hence hadst thou it?'; and quoth he, T was with roy mistress 
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and she gave me this watch.' So 1 bought it of him fe eight-aitd- 
fifty gold pieces. Look at it: is it cheap at chat price or dear. 
Note what he shall say to thee; then return to me in h^ste 
give me the ’wutch**^ Kaiuar al^Ziaiium repaired to the jewel^ 
and did with hfio as she had charged him, When O^yd saw the 
w'atch, he said, ‘This is worth seven hundred ducats; and 
suspicion entered into him. Then the youth left him Md 
returning to the wife, gave her back the watch., 
husband suddenly came in snorting, and said to her, ^ Wh^e is 
my watch?” Said she, **Here it i6; snd he cn©dt Give tt to 
me." So she brought it to him and he exclaimed, ‘Th^e is ^ 
Majesty and there is no Might save in Alla h , the Glorioust t™ 
Greatl"; and she too exclaimed, "O man, there U something the 
matter with thee. Tdl me what it is." He replied, “What 
1 say? Verily, I am bew'^dered fay these chance!" .And he 
recited diese couplets/ 

■'Although the Merdful be doubtless wth me, 

Yet am 1 soie bewildcted, for new grififs^ 

Have compassed me abou!:. or ere 1 knew it, 

I have eioured dll PaticnCie sdf becanw 
Impadctic of my patience.—1 have endured 
Waiting till Heaven fulfil my destiny.— 

1 have endured till e’en cnduianoc owned 
I bare up with her; (i thing more bictef 
Th^ bitter al^) yet though a bitterer thing 
Is not, than is that drug, it were more bit^ ^ 

To me should Paticnoc leave die ujaustainfid." 

Then said he to his wife, “O woman, 1 saw wiA the merchant 
our friend, fct Eny which 1 jmewp for that its fashion was a 
dev'icc of my own wit, nor doth its like exist; and be told me of 
it a story that troubled the bean: so I came back and round it at 
home. Again tO'day I sec him with the_ watch, wltosc fashum 
altfi is of my own device, nor is there the fellow of it in Baffloran, 
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and of this also he told me a story that saddenfid my heart* 
Wherefore \ ajn be^’ildeDed m ray wit and know not what is to 
come to me,” Quoth she* ‘tThe purport of thy speech is that 
thou suspectedst me of being the friend of that racrchant and his 
letnan, and eke of giving him thy good; so thou earnest: to question 
me and make proof of my perfidy; and, had I not shown thee the 
knife and the watch, thou hadrt been certified of my treason. 
But since, O man, thou deemest me this ili deine, henceforth I 
will never again break with thee bread nor drain with thee drink, 
for 1 i(»the thee with the loathing of prohibition^'' So he gentled 
her and excused h imiwlf till he had appeased her and returned, 
repenting lum of having bespoken her thus, to his diop, where be 

sat,-And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to 

say her permitted say* 


SSfitn ft bmsf ^unbreb arA ii>ebentp-fcurtf) 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the jewdkr quitted his wife, he repented ha^’ing bespoken her 
thus and, returning to his shop, he sat there in disquiet sore and 
anxiety galore, between belief and unbelief. About eventide he 
w«nt home alono, not bringing Kamar al'Zaman^ with him: 
whereupon quoth his wife, “Where is the merchant? ; and quoth 
he, “In his lodgings." She a^ed, “Is the friendship between 
thee and him grown cold?” and he answered, “By Allah, I have 
taken a dislike to him, because of that which hath bedded me 
from him."® Quolh she, “Go fetch him, to please me." So be 
arose and went in to Kamar al'^ainan in his house*, where be 
saw his own goods strewn about and knew them. At this 
si^t, lire was kindled in his heart and he fell arighing. Quoth 
the youth, “How is it that I see thee melancholy? Obayd was 
ashamed to say, “Here are my goods in thy house: who brought 
them hither?”; so he replied only, “A vexation hath betided 
me; but come thou with me to my house, that we may solace 
ourselx'es there.” The other rejoined, ' Let me be in^ my place; 
I will not go with thee," But the jeweller conjured him to come 
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and took him PS his house, where th<7 supped and passed the 
gy griing tc^^ther» iCaiti 3 T talking with th*£ ^ewdlerj who 

was drowned in the sea of solicitude and for a hundred words, 
wherewith the guest bespoke him, answered him only one word. 
Presendy, the handmaid brought them two cups of drink, as 
usual, and thc>’ drank; whereupon die jeweller tell asleep, but 
the youth alxjde on wake, bc<musc his cup was not drugged. 
Then came Halimah and said to her lover, *‘How deemest thou 
of yonder comuted, who is drunken in his heedlessness and 
weete^ not the wiles of women? There is no help for it but 
that 1 coten him into divorcing me* To'monow, I will disguise 
myself as a slave'girl and 'walk after thee to his shop, where do 
thou say to him, 'O master, 1 went today into the Khan of Al' 
Yasirjiyah, where I saw this damsel and bought her for a thousand 
dinars. I^k at her for me and tdl me whether die was cheap at 
that price or dear.' Then uncover to him my face and breasts and 
diow all of me to liitn; after which do thou cany me badt to thy 
house, whence I will go to my chamber by the secret paswge, so 1 
ma y see the i^e of our affair with him." Then the twain passed 
the night in mirth and merriment, converse and good cheer, dsl' 
and delight till dawn, when she returned to her own place 
and sent the handmaid to arouse her Lnvful lord and her lover. 
Accordingly they arose and prayed the dawn-prayer and^ brake 
their fast and drank coffee, after which Obayd repaired to his shop 
and Kamar al-Zaman betook himself to his own house. Presently, 
in came Halimah to him the tunnel, in the guise of a slavc-girl, 
and indeed she was by birth a slave-girl.’ Then he w^t out and 
she walked behind him, till he came to the jewellCT's shop and 
saluting him, sat down and said, **0 master, I went into the Khan 
of Al'Yasirjiyah to-day, to look about me, and saw this damsel in 
the broker's bands. She pleased me; so 1 bought her for a 
thousand dinars and I would have thee look upon her and see 
if she be cheap at that price or no." So saying, he uncovered her 
face and the jewdler saw her to be hb own wife, dad in her 
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costliest dothes, cricked out in her finest trinkets and kohl'd and 
henna'd, even as sJte was wont to adom herself before him in the 
house. He knew with full knowledge her face and dress and 
trinkets, for those he had wrought with his own hand, and he saw 
on her fingers the seal-rings he had newly made for Kamat al- 
Z^an, whereby he was certified with entire assurance that she 
was indeed his very wife. So he asked her, “What is thy name, 
O slave-girl?”*, and she answered, “Halimah,*' naming to him her 
own name; whereat he was anta^d and said to the youth, “For 
how much didst thou buy her?” He replied, “For a thousand 
dinars"; and the jeweller rejoined, “Thou hast gotten her grads; 
for her rinp and dothes and trinkets are worth more than that," 
^d Kamar al-Zaman, “May Allah rejoice thee with gpod news! 
Since she pleaseth thee, 1 w'£U carry her to my house;" and Obayd 
said, “Do thy will." ^ he took her ofi to his house, whence she 
passed through the secret passage to her own apartment and sat 
there. Meanwhile, fce flamed in the jewdler's heart and he said 
to hims elf, “1 wfll go See my wife. If she be at home, this slave-girl 
must be her counterpart, and glory be to Him W"bo alone hath no 
counterparti But, if she be not at home, 'ds she herself without a 
doubt.” Then he set off running, and coming to his house, found 
his wife sitting in the same clothes and ornaments he bad seen 
upon her in the shop: whemipcm he beat hand upon hand, saying, 
“There is no Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the 
Glorious, the Great!" “O man," asked .die, "ait thou mad or 
what aileth Aee? 'Tis not thy wont to do thus, and ne^ must 
it be that something hath befallen thee." Answered he, *Tf thou 
wilt have me teU thee be not vesed." Quoth she, “Say on"; 
so he said, “Our friend the merchant hath bought a slavc-gH 
whose shape is as thy shape and her height as thy height; more¬ 
over, her name is even as thy name and her apparel is the like of 
thine apparel. Brief, she rcsembleth thee in all her attributes, and 
on ha* fingers are seal-rings like thy seal-rings and her trinkets are 
as thy trinkets. So, when he displayed her to me, methoughc 
it was thyself and I was perplexed concerning tny case. Would 
we had never seen th i? merchant nor companied with him; and 
would he had never left his own country and we had not known 
him, for he hath troubled my life which before was serene, 
causing iU'feelmg to succeed gQi^ faith and making doubt to enter 
into roy heart," Said she, "I^k in my face, belike I am she who 
was with him and he is my lover and 1 disguised myself as a slave* 
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girl and agreed with him that he should display me 6o thee, so he 
might lay a snare for thee." He replied, “What words are these? 
Inde^ I never suspected that thou wouldst do the like of this 
deed*” Now this jeweller was unversed in the wiles of women and 
knew not how they deal with men, nor had he heard the saying of 
Kim who said, 

"A heart bom thee off in chase of the fair, * As fled Youth and came Age 
Wi' his boary hair; 

Layla troubles me and lovc'joya arc fiTi * And rival ami nsks brings us cark 

and COT"- 

An would'ri ask me of woman, behold I am • In physic of womankind wise 
and ware: 

When griadeth man's bead and his moaie fail, * His Inc in thdr love » a 
poor afair.'' 

Nor that of another/ 

■‘Gainsay women■. he obeyeth Allah best, who saith them nay And he pp» 
pets not who giveth ihnn his bridle-iein to sway; - i 

For they'll lundcr him from winning to pcrfcciion m his ^is. Though a 
ti^usand years he study, soelung after wisdom's way**' 


And a third, 

■‘Women Satans are, made for woe of mn; • To AUah I fly from such 
Sacanesses! 

Whom they lure by thrir love he to grief shall come * And lose bliss oi 
world and the Faith that blesses.** 

Said ^e, “Here am I sitting in my chamber; so go tbt^ to h^ 
forthright and knock at the door and contrive to go in to him 
quickly. An thou see the damsel with him *tis a sbve'girl of his 
who resemblcth me (and Glory be to Him who hath no rcsem' 
blanceP) But, an thou see no slave'girl with him, then am I 
myself she whom thou sawest with him in ihe ^op, and thine tU 
thought of me will be stablished,” '‘True," answered Obayd, and 
went out leaving her, whereupon she passed through the hidden 
passage and seating herself by Kamar al'Zaman, told him what 
nad passed, saying, "Open the door quickly and show me to him." 


^ These fifi« hnvt octurml in tcJ if!. I Mr Pafne* ^ 
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Now, as they were talking, behold, there came a knocking at the 
door. Quoth Kamar al'^man. “Who is at the daor?“; and 
quoth the jeweller, “I, thy friend; thou displayedst to me tby 
davc'gtrl in the bazar, and 1 rejoic^ lor thee in her, but my joy 
in her wja not completed; so opOT the door and let me look at 
her again/' Rejoined he, “So be it,” and opened the door Ki him, 
whereupon he saw his wife sitting by him. She rose and kissed 
their hands; and he looked at her; then she talked with him 
awhile and he saw her not to be distinguished from hk wife m 
aught and said, “Allah createth whatso He will.'' Then he went 
away more disheartened than before and returned to his own 
house where he saw his wife sitting, for she had forgone him 

thither by the soutemin.-And Shahrazad peredved the dawn 

of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


it inoK tlje ijine J^tnircb anh .Misfit. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the young 
lady forewent her spouse by the souterrain as he fared through the 
door and sat down Jn her upper chamber/ so as soon as he entered 
she asked him, “Wiiat hast thou seen?” and he answered, “I 
found her with her master; and she resembleth thee.” Then said 
she, “Off to tby shop and let this suffice thee of ignobk suspidon 
and never again deem ill of me." Said he. "So & it: accord me 
pardon for what is past." And she, “Allah grant thee grace 1“* 
whercuTOn he kissed her right and left and went back to his shop. 
Then she again betook litmself to Kaniar abZaman through the 
imderground passage, with four bags of money, and said to him, 
“Equip thysdi at once for the road and be ready to carry off the 
money widiout deby, against I des^ for thee the device I have in 
mind," So he w'ent out and purchased mules and loaded them and 
made ready a travelling litter, he also bought Mamelukes and 
eunuchs and sending, without let or hindrance, the whole without 
the city, leturned to Halimah and said to her, “1 have ma^ an 
end of my affairs.” Quoth she, “And 1 on my side am ready; for 
1 have transported to thy house alt the test of his monies and 
treasures ano have left him nor little nor much, whereof he may 
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avail himself. All this is of my Icwe for thee, O ^ling of my 
heart, for I would sacrifice my husband to thet a thou^d times* 
But now it behovetb, thou go to him and taieweU him, ^yi^, 
i purpose to depart after three days and am come to bid thee 
adieu; ao do thou reckon what I owe thee for the hire of the hoi^, 
that I may send it to thee and acquit my conscience. Note ms 
reply and return to me and tell me; for I can no more; I have 
done my best, by cozening him. to anger him with me and cauK 
him to put me aw^ay, but 1 find him none the le» infatuated with 
me. So nothing will ser\"e us but to depart to thine 
And quoth he, "O rarel an but swevens prove true! Then he 
went to the jeweller's shop and sitting down by him, said to him, 
“O mastCTT I set out for home in three days' time, and am come to 
farewell thee. So I would have thee redon what 1 owe th^ for 
the hire of the house, that I may pay it to toee and “V 

conscience r” Answered Obayd, * ^Vhat talk is this? ^ 

I who am indebted to thee. By Allah, I will take nothing 
tiiee for the rent of the house, for diou hast brought down blesa- 
ings upon us! However, thou dcsolatest me by thy departure, 
and but that it is forbidden to me, I would certainly oppose tore 
and hinder thee from returning to thy country and kinfolk. 
Then he took leave of him, whilst they both wept with sore 
weeping and the jeweller went with him, and when they entered 
Kamar al-Zaman s house, there they found Halimah who stood 
before them and served them; hut when Obayd returned home, 
he found her sitting there; nor did he rease to see her thm in 
each bouse in turn, for the space of three days, when she said to 
Kamar al-Zaman, "Now have 1 transported to thre all that he 
hath of monies and hoards and carpets and things of price, and 
there remaincth with him naught save the slave-girl, who used to 
come in to you with the night'drink; but I cannot part with her, 
for that she is my kinswoman and she is dear to me as a con' 
hdante. So I will beat her and be wroth with her and when my 
spouse cometh home, I will say to him, *I can no longer put up 
with this slavC'girl nor stay in Ae house with her; so take her and 
si her.’ Accordingly he wdi sell her and do thou buy her, that 
we may carry her wirfi us.’’ Answered he. No harm in that. 
So she beat girl and whm the jewdler came in, he found her 
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weeping and asked her why she w^t. Quoth she, “My mistress 
hath b^ten me,” He dien went in to his wife and said to her, 
“What hath that accursed girl done, that thou hast beaten her?” 
She replied, “O man, J have but one word to say to thee, and 
that I can no bear the ^ht of this girh so take her and 

sdl her, or else divorce me.” Quoth he, “I will sell her that I 
may not cross thee in aught;” and when he went out to go to the 
shop he took her and passed with her by Ramor al'Zaman. No 
sooner bad be gone out than his wife slipped through the undeR 
m-ound passage to Kamar al'Zaman, who placed her in the litter, 
fcfore tne Shaykh her husband reached him, Whra the jeweller 
came up and the tovcr saw the slave'girl with him, he a^ed him, 
“What girl is thfe?”; and the other answered, “Tis roy slave' 
girl who used to serve us with the night'drink; she hath disobeyed 
her mistress who is wroth with her and bath bidden me her.” 
Quoth the youth, “An her mistress have taken an aversion to hCT, 
there is for her no abiding with her; but sell her to me, that I 
may smdl your scent in her, and I will make her handmaid to my 
slave Halimah.” “Good,” answered Obayd: “take her,*’ Asked 
Kamar al'Zaman, “What is her price?”; but the jeweUer said, 
“'1 will take nod^g from thee, for thou hast been bountiful to 
us/' So he accepted her from him and said to Halimah, “Kiss 
thy lord’s hand/* Accordingly, she came out from the litter and 
kissing Obayd's hand, remounted, whilst he looked hard at h^. 
Then said Kamar al'Zaman, “I commend thee to Allah, O Master 
Obayd! Acquit my conscience of responsibility/” Answered 
the jeweller, “Allah acquit thee! and carry thee safe to thy 
familyF'’ Then he bade him farewell and went 0) his shop 
weeping, and indeed it was gn'evous to him to part from Kamar 
al'Zaman, for that he had been friend and fnendship hath its 
debtorship: yet he rejoiced in the dispelling of the doubts which 
had befallen him anctit his wife, since the ^ung man was now 
gone and his suspicions had not been stablished. 5uch was his 
case; but as reg^ds Kamar al'Zaman, the young lady said to 
him, “An thou wish for safety, travel widi me by other than the 

wanted way."-And Shahr^d perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


gwd old cuinqm STTK>npi Nf«kfTif who hirt hmj Enniaclmi with 
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ISijm U toajs i^tnc ^mntirtT) ftiiZi ^ebcntp'frixtt) 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Halimah said to Kamar al'Zaman, "An thou wish for safety, 
travel with me by other than the w'onted way," he replied, 
"Hearing and ob^ingand, taking a road other than that 
used by folk, fared on wi Aout ceasing from region to region tiU 
he reached the confines ot Egypt'land’ and sent his sire a letter 
by a runner. Now his father the merchant Abd al^-Rahman was 
sitting in the market among the merchants, with a hrart on fire 
for separation from his son,-because no news of the youth had 
reached him since the day of his departure^ and while he was in 
such die runner came up and cried, "O my lords, which of 
you is called the merchant And al^Rahman? They said, ^What 
wouldst thou of him?"; and he said, "I have a letter for him 
from his son Kamar al'Zaman, whom I left at Al'Ari^,'* *“ At 
this Abd ^'Rahman rejoiced and his breast was broadened and 
the merchants rejoiced for him and gave him joy of his^sons 
safety. Then he opened the letter and read as follow^ “From 
Kamar al'Zaman to tlie merchant Abd al-Rahman. And after 
Peace be upon thee and upon all the merchants! An ye ask 
concerning us, to Allah be the praise and the thanks. Indeed 
we haw sold and boui^t and gained and are come back in health, 
wealth and weal" Whereupon Abd al Rahman opened the door* 


* Ar:ab. (tract er quiirccr) futgarly jironijuflcsed I rsmnd 
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of rejoicing and made banquets and pve feasts and entert^' 
mencs galore, sending for instruments of music and addressing 
himself to festivities after rarest fadiion. When Kamar al'Zaman 
came to Al'Salihiyah,' his father and all the merchants went forth 
to meet him, and Abd al'Rahman embraced him and strained him 
so his bosom and sobbed till he swoon^ away. When he came 
to himself he said, **Oh, * *t^ a boon day O my sern, whereon the 
Omnipotent Protector hath reunited us with theef' And he 
repeated the words of the bard, 

‘"The return of the friend is the best of all bmu, • And the joy-cup aides 
o* moms and noons; 

So -wdl come, wdoome, fair wdawne to thee, • The of the time and 
the mocm o* full moons.” 


Then, for excess of joy, he poured forth a flood of tears from his 
eyes and he redted also these two couplets, 

"The Moon o* the Time,* diows unveiled light; • And. his journey done, at 
our door doth alight: 

Hir locks as the nights of his absence are htach * And the sun upstands fnsn 
his ooIlarV while.” 


Then the merchants came up to him and saluting him, saw with 
hi m man y loads and servants and a travelling litter enclosed in a 
spacious drde * So they took him and carried him home; and 
when Halimah came forth from the litter, hla father held her a 
seduction to all who beheld her. So they opened her an upper 
chambo'. as it were a treasure from which the talismans had 
loosed:^ and when his mother saw her, she was ravished with her 


^ 1 town wme dmt: lairchet {60 N. E-njt of cltuv showiiif 
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anfj deemed her a Queen of the wjves of the Kingj. So fihe 
rejoit^ in her and questioned her; and she answered, '1 am wife 
to diy sonf' and the mother rejoined, ‘‘Since he is wedded to thee 
we must make thee a splendid mamage'feast, that we may rejoice 
in thee and in my son. On this wise it befel her; but as regards 
the merchant Abd al'Rahman, when the folk had dispersed and 
each had wended his way, he foregathered with his son and said 
to him. "*0 my son, what is this slave'girl thou hast brought with 
thee and for how much didst thou buy her?”* Kamar al'Zaman 
said, “O my father, she is no alavt^gtrl; but ‘tis she who was the 
cause of my going abitad.” Ask^ hb site, “fiow so?”; and 
he answ'ered, ” Tis she whom the Dervbh described to us the 
night he lay with us; for indeed my hopes clave to her from that 
moment and I sought not co travel save on account of her. The 
Arabs came out upon me by the way and stripped me and took 
my money and go^. so that I entered Bassorw alone and there 
befel me there such and such things;” and he went on to relate to 
hb parent aH that had befallen him from commencement to 
condusion. Now when he had made an end of his story, his father 
said to him, ”0 my son, and after all this didst thou mai^ her?” 
“No; but I have promised her marriage.” ”Is it thine intent to 
marry her?” ‘‘An thou bid me marry her, I will do so; otherwise 
I will not marry her.” Thereupon quoth his father, ‘‘An thou 
marr>' her, I am quit of thee in ^is world and in the neat, and I 
shall be incensed against thee with sore indignahon. How canst 
thou wed her, seeing that she hath dealt thus with her husband? 
For, even as ^e diowith her spouse for thy sake, so will she do 
the like with thee for another's sake, because she is a traitress and 
in a traitor there is no trusting. Wherefore an diou disobey me, 
I shall be wroth with thee; but, an thou give ear to my word, I 
will seek thee out a girl h^dsomcr than she, who diall be pure 
and pious, and mai^ thee to her, though 1 S[^d all my sul^t^ce 
upon her; and I will make thee a wedding without equal and will 
gloty in thee and in her; for \is better that folk ^ould say. Such 
an one hath married such an one's daughter, than chat they say. 
He hath wedded a slave'girl sans birth or worth.” And he went on 
to persuade hb son to give up manying her, by dting in support 


* The merchant wbo Ls a pjirent*' and tiddiib on thd PMJidijmsrfi’# 
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of his say, proofs, stories, examples, verses and moral instance^ 
till Kamar al'Zaman exclaimed, "O my father, since the case is 
thus. *tis not right and proper that 1 marry her/’ And when his 
father heard him speak on such wise, he kissed him between the 
eyes, saying, "TTiou art my very son, and as I live, O my son, I 
will assurefHy marry thee to a girl who hath not her eqi^l 
Then the merc^'int set Obayd's wife and her handmaid in a 
ch^ber high up in the house and, before locking the door upon 
the twain, he appointed a black sbve^l te carry them tn^ 
meat and drink and he said to Habmah, “Ye ^tall abide im' 
prisoned in this chamber, thou and thy maid, till 1 find one who 
will buy you, when 1 w'ill sell you to liim. An ye resist, I will 
slay ye both, for thou art a traitress, and there is no good in 
thee." Answered she, “Do thy will: 1 deserve all thou canst do 
with me.“ Then he locked the door upon them and gave his 
Harim a charge respecting them, saying, “l^t none to up to them 
nor speak wii£ them, save the black slave'gtrl who shall mve them 
their meat and drink through the casement of the upper wamher. 
So she abode with her maid, weeping and repenting her of that 
which she had done with her spouse. Meanwhile Abd al'Rahman 
sent out the matriage'brokers to look our a maid of birth and 
worth for his son, and the women ceased not to make search, ar^ 
as often as they saw one girl, they heard of a fairer than she, till 
they came to the house of the Sbayth al-Islam* and saw 1^ 
daughter. In her they found a virgin whose equal was not in 
Cairo for beauty and loveliness, symmetry and perfecc mce, and 
she was a thousand'fold handsomer than the wife of Obayd. So 
they told Abd ahRahman of her and he and the notables repaired 
to her father and sought her in wedlock of him. Then they wrote 
out the marriage contract and made her a splendid wedding; after 
which Abd ahRahman gave bride-feasts and held open house forty 
days. On the first day, he invited the doctors of the law and they 
held a splendid nativit^: and on the morrow, he invited all the 


»Not the head of the Chureh, W Chief Pontiff, but the Chiff of theObmj 
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merchants, and bo on during the rest of the forty days, making a 
banquet every day to one or other dass of folk, till he had bidden 
all the Olema and Emirs and Andents’ and Magistrates, whilst the 
kettle'drums were drummed and the pipes were piped and the 
merchant sat o greet the guests, with his son by his side, that he 
might solace hin^f by gating on the folk, as they ate from the 
trays. Each night Abd abRahman Ruminated the street and the 
quarter with lamps and there came every one of the mimes and 
juggkis and mountebanks and played all manner play; and indeed 
it was a peerless wedding. On the last day he invited the Fakirs, 
the poor and the needy, far and near, and they flocked in troops 
and ate, whilst the merchant sat, with his son by his side.® And 
among the paupers, behold, entered Sbaykh Obayd the jewdler 
and he was naked and weary and bare on his face the marts of 
wayfare. When Kamar abZ aman saw him, he knew him and said 
to his sire, “Look, O my father, at yonder poor man who is but 
now come in by the door." So he looked and saw him dad in 
worn clothes and on him a patched gpwn* * worth two dirhams: his 
face was yellow and he was covered with dust and was as he were 
an offcast of the pilgrims.'* He was groaning as groaneth a sick 
man in need, walking with a tottering gait and swaying now to the 
r^ht and then to the left, and in him was realized his saying who 
said,® 

‘"Lack'fold abueth man and doth his wertli ainay. Even aj the setting sun 
that with ended day. 

He paaseth 'mongsi the folk and ^in would Hide his head; And when 
alone, he weeps with tears that never stay. 

Absent; none takeih heed to his or his concerns; Present, he hath no pare 
tn life or picasance aye. 

By Allah, whenas mm with poverty arc cursed, But strarigsn midst: their 
kin and oountrjnnea are theyl'* 
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And die saying of anothei, 

“The poor man fares bf c^eiythii^ opposed; * On liim to sbtc the door 
&ith ne'er shall fail; 

UiDU seesc men abhor him sans a sin, * And foes he £nds tho' none the cause 
can tell: 

The voy dogs, when sightuig wcalthr tnan, * Pawn at his feet and wag the 
flaitczing tail; 

Yet. an Sdiiie day a pauper loan they • M at him bark and, gnashing 
fangs, assaiL" 

And how wdl quoth a third, 

"If genermis youth be blessed wuli luck and wealth, * Bispleasiires fly his 
path and penis fleet; 

His enyiers pimp for biin and parsite-wisc •E'en without ttyst his nustress 
hastes to meet. 

When loud he farts they ay "How weli be sings!’ * And when he flizles* 
cry they, *Oh, how aweetf'" 

-^And Shabrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased fiaying 

her permitted say. 


tr tDoiS tfie ^ntireh anh ^ebenty-j(ehent|i 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that whoi 
his son said to Abd al'Rahman, “Look at yonder pauper!” he 
asked, “O my son, who is this?" And Kamar al'^Zaman answered, 
’•‘This ia Master Obayd the jewdlcr, hu^^jid of the woman who is 
imprisoned with us/' Quoth Abd al-Rahman, *’Is this he of 
whom thou coldest me?”; and quoth his son, "Yes; and indeed I 
wot hini right well." Now the manner of Obayd’s coming thither 
was on this wise. When he had farewelkd Kamar al'Zaman, he 
went to his shop and thence going home, Uid hts hand on the door, 
whereupon it opened and he entered and found neither hfe wife 
nor the skve^gtrl, but saw the house in sorriest pli^t, quoting in 
mute speech his saying who said,^ 


‘ Note the diffcwier between "Krt ‘ At load tnA "F»«eh^ the 
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igi 

"The chambm woe like a bee-hive trell «tocked: • When thor bca quitceE) 
it, they became empty," 

When he saw the bouse void, he turned right and Wt and PITS' 
endy went round about the place, like a madman, but came upon 
no one- Then he opened the door of his trcasure'closet, but found 
therein, naught of money m^r his hoards; whereupon ^ recov¬ 
ered from the inu^xicatirin of fancy and shook off bis infatuation 
and knew that it was his wife heredf who had turned the taWes 
upon him and outu.'itted him with her wdes. He wept for that 
which had befallen him, but kept his affair secret, so none of his 
foes might exult over him nor any of his friends be troubled, know' 
tog that, if he disdoised his secret, it would bring him nau^t but 
dishonour and contumely from the folk; wherefore he said in him' 
self, "O Obayd, hide that which hath betide thee of affliction and 
ruination; it behovetb thee to do in aoDordance with his saying 
who said, 

Tf a man^s breast with bane he hides be fitraitenfid, • The breast that tells ia 
hidden bale ia etniter stiU.'" 

Then he locked up his house and, making for his shop, gave tt in 
chaige of one of his apprentices to whom said he, “My friend 
the young mcrdiant hath invited me to accompany him to C^iro, 
for solacing ourselves with the sight of the city, and sweareth 
that he win not march except he cany us with him, me and my 
wife. So, O my son, I make thee my steward in the shop, and if 
the King ask for me, say thou to him, "He is gone with his Harim 
to the Holy House of Allah,’Tlico he sold some of his e£ects 
and ^ught camels and mules and Mamelukes, together with a 
dave'girl.* * and placing her in a Utter, set out from Bassnrab after 
ten days. His friends farewdled him and none doubted but that 
he bad taken bis wife and gone on the Filgrimage, and the folk 
rejoiced in tlm, for that AU^ had delivered them from being shut 
up in the mosques and houses every Friday. Quoth some of 
them, “Allah grant he may never return to Bassorab, so we 
may no more be boxed up in the mcvsc[ues and houses 


^ Tlrt \imiiX pTcEeit at Imeitcm,** m the Camssro nseia all il F« die ude of the 
Ki’ibab iKirtTiy tidI, iii. J49, 
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e\'ery Friday!"; for that this usage had caused the people of 
Bossurah exceeding vexarion. Quoth another, "Methinks he will 
not return from this journey, by reason of the much-praying of 
the people of Bassorah against him.”* * And yet another, "An he 
return, ‘twill not be but in reversed case/’* So the foil: rejoiced 
with exceeding joy in the jeweller's departure, after they had been 
ill mighty great chagrin, and even their cats and dogs were com- 
forted. when Friday came round, however, the crier prodaimed 
as usual that the people should repair to the mosques two hours 
before prayer-tune or else hide themselves in their houses, together 
with their cats and dogs; whereat their breasts were straitened and 
they assembled in general assembly and betaking themselves to 
the King's divan, stood between his hands and said, "O King of 
the age, the jeweller hath taken his Harim and departed on the 
pilgrimage to the Holy House of Allah; so the cause of our re¬ 
straint hath ceased to be, and why therefore are we now shut up?" 
Quoth the King, "How came this traitor to depart without telling 
me? But, wb^ he cometh back from his journey, all will not fee 
save well’: so go ye to your shops and sell and buy, for this 
vexation is removed from you." Thus far oonceming the King 
and the Bassorites; but as for the jew'dler. he fared on ten days* 
journey, and as he drew near Baghdad, there befel him that which 
tmd befallen Kamar al Eaman, before his entering Bassorah; for 
the Arabs^ came out u^n him and stripped him and took all he 
had and he escaped Ciiuy by feigning himself dead. As soon as 
they were gone, he rose and fared on, naked as he was, till he came 
to a village, where Allah inclined to him the hearts of certain 
kindly folk, who covered his shame with some old clothes; and he 
asked his way, b^ging from town to town, till he reached the city 
of Cairo the Godguarded. There, burning with hunger, he went 
about alms’seeking in the market-streets, till one of the townsfolk 
said to him, "O ptxjr man, off with thee to the house of the 
wedding'festival and eat and drink; for to-day there is open table 
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mr paupers and strangera.’* Quoth he, ‘1 know not the way 
thither": and quoth the other, "FoUow.' me and 1 will show it to 
thee." He fbyowed him, till he brought him to the house of Abd 
al'Rahman and said to Kim, “This is the house of the wedding; 
enter and fear not, for there is no doorkeeper at the door of the 
festival,' Accordingly he entered and Kamar al'Zaman knew him 
and told his sire who said, “O my son, leave him at this present: 
hdike he is anhungered: so let him eat bis sufUciency and recover 
himsdf and after wc will send for him.” So they waited tdl OKayd 
had eaten his hll and washed his hands and drunk coffee and 
sherbets of sugar Qavoured with musk and ambergris and was 
about to go out, when Abd al'Rahman sent after him a page who 
said to him* “Cimie, O stranger, and speak with the merchant 
Abd al'Rahman." "Who is he?” asked Obayd; and the man 
answered, "He is the master of the feast.*' Thereupon die jewel- 
ler turned back, thinking that he meant to give hrm a gift, and 
coming up to Abd ai-Rahman, saw his friend Kamar al'Zaman and 
went nigh to lose his senses for shame before him. But Kamar al' 
Zaman rose to him and embracing him, saluted him with the 
salam, and the>' both wept w*ith sore weeping. Then he seated 
him by his side and Abd al-Rahman said to his son, **0 destitute 
of good taste, this is no way to rozeive friends* Send him Srst to 
the Hammam and despatch after him a suit of ebthes of the 
choicest, worth a thousand dinars,"’ Accordingly they carried 
him to the bath, where they washed his body and clad him in a 
costly suit, and he b^ame as he were Constd of the Merchants, 
Meanwhile the bystanders questioned Kamar al-Zaman of him. 
saying, "Who is this and whence knowest thou liim?" Quoth he, 


^ I woidd fcmlniK rW reidrr lliat ihc DittiTii the g(atJcft doujiiu (ar niyus) of Euttnt 
Rotmc while the Dirham ii the liltcr iiEmarhi*+ whtnee tlfnhciro^ 

Tlic oh(£»r cflniVFf date f™n A.H. 9[-9l r Sjp aiid wc llind the fdkmin^ duKTiplson 

caf one stnick in A^H. ^ hjr AlrrWalal iht Vl. OmmiMjts “ 

f ArcJi^ ^Thetc la fM> nih brti Attafi: His It Hs hath paftti« ** 
ir Ctrd^. '^Mohtcimfd \\ ihs of Allah wIki hath seni him fhc tnitf 

^ [ Giddsmotf xml Reij^on thtt he mtinirirait it 4ibo7e jil other 

2 r Ajrt. u one: AlUJi U Ktcnril: He beg^ttrth fljcstp iiisr b He he@al," 
g [ Qrcle, "'Bismiltah; TTrn Dinar was itmck mitim 
Stf 

See “" lor pa£k) a {tlatdftllC Jilde volildle hj Mr, Godfrer CWhe 

fLoniJon, Kin? siui Co., moxily coniJidns of the minor uJet fiom Thr NiiBhia^ 

evpcciBlif fhif bemm ^^Egh^ e^Inl. utd cdiln.^ hui rcni^rml ^aJuaHe: by the 

Enntnutioni of my IHcml, the Utc Frcdcnck Ayrtsfi. 




Kamak Al'Zamajj ajiu the jEVymJ-ER.’a Wife. ^95 

‘This is my fdend, who lodged me in his house and to whom 1 am 
indebted for favours without numbcTt for that he entreated me 
with exceeding kindness. He is a man of competcnoe and con- 
dition and by trade a iewelier, in which craft he hath no equal. 
The King of Bassorah loveth litm dearly and holdeth him in ^gh 
honour and his word is law with him' An d he went on to enlarge 
before them on his praises, saying, "Veiily, he did w^ith me thm 
and thus and I haw shame of him and know not how to requite 
him his generous dealing with toe/' Nor did he leave to extol 
him, till his worth was magnified to the bystanders and he became 
vercrabk m their eyes; so they said, “We will all do him his d\;e 
and honour him for thy sake. But we would fain know the rea;^n 
why he hath departed his native land and the cause of his coming 
hither and what Allah hath done with him, that he is reduced to 
this plight?'' Replied Kamar al Zaman, "O folk, marvel not, for 
a son of Adam is still subject to Fate and Fortune, and what while 
he abideth in this world, he is not safe from calamities. Indeed he 
spake truly who said these couplets, 

The ■wiQrld teaiB man to shreds, so be thou noc * Of those wbooi Jure of 
rent and title draws: 

Nay; 'ware of and turn from am aside * And tim that bane and bait 
are worldly laws: 

How oft hi^ Fdtrune falls by Ita^ miahap * And all things bear inhred 
of draqgc a cause f' 

Know that 1 entered Bassetah in yet illcr case and wofsc distress 
chan this man, for that he entered Cairo with his shame hidden by 
rags; but I indeed came into his town with my nakedness un^ 
covered, one hand behind and anodier before; and none availed 
me but Allah and this dear man. Now the reason of this was that 
the Arabs stripped me and took my camels and mules and loads 
and slai^htered my pages and serving'men: but I lay down among 
the slain and they thought that I was dead, so they went away 
and left me. Then I arose and walked on, mother-naked, till I 
came to Bassorah where this man met me and clothed me and 
lodged me in his house; he also furnished me "with money ,^ and all 
I have brought back with me I owe to none save to Allah s gooch 
ness and his goodness. When I d^arted, he ^ve me great store 
of wealth and I returned to the city of my birth with a heart at 
ease, 1 left him in competence and condition, and haply there 
bath befallen him some bale of the bancs of Time, that hath 
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forced him to quit his kinsfolk and country, and there happened 
to him by the way die like of what happened to me. There 
nothing strange in this; but now it b^ovet^ me to reqtute 
him his noble dealing with me and do according to the saying 
of him who saith, 

'O who piaiscst Time with the fauest appraise, * * Knowest thou what Tuae 
liatb taidc and unmade? 

What thou dose at least be it kindly done,^ • Fat with p^y pays gball man 
Ek repaitL*'' 

As they were talking and telling the tak, behold, up came Ohayd 
as he were Consul’ of the Merchants; whereupon mey all rose to 
salute him and seated him in the place of honour. Then said 
Kamar al'Zaman to him, "O my friend, eerily, thy day* is blessed 
and fortunate! There is no nera to relate to me a thing that befel 
me before thee. If the Arabs have stripped th^ and robbed thee 
of tby wealth, verily our money is the ransom of our bodies, so let 
not thy soul be troubled; for I entered thy dty naked and thou 
clothed me and entreatedsc me generously, and 1 owe thee many 

a kindness. B^ut 1 will requite thee.**-^And Sbahrarad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say, 


f5!)tn fl )»aA ,^ine IbmUrtcb anh .^tslFh 

She resumed. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Kamar 
al'Zaman said to Master Obayd the jeweUer, “Verily 1 entered 
thy city naked and thou dothedst me and I owe thee many a 
kindness. But 1 will requite thee and do with thee even as thou 
didst with me; nay, more; so be of good cheer and eyes clear of 
tear.*' And he went on to soothe him and hinder him from speech, 
lest he should name his wife and what she had done with him; 
nor did be cease to ply him with saws and moral instances and 
verses and conceits and stories and legends and console him, rill 
the jeweller saw his drift and took the hint and kept silence conr 
oerning the past, diverting himself with the tales and rare 
anecdotes he heard and repeating in himself these lines. 


* wiU note the (icniBUTicy mth which the daiy of antTerul 
1$ pnrmhccl. 

* Anb. fftifla Fe», ^^Shah-bamkr'"; ice woL m 29. 

* ij. of thr coming] i populji mitpllnvenf^ 




KAJhtAt( AL'ZAiiAN AND THE JeWEI .1 LA 3 WlTE, I 97 

"On tlie brow of the World is a writ; an thereon thou look, * * Ib contents 
will compel chine eyes ton of blood to 
For the World never handed to htntiana a cup with its right, * But with left 
it oompeUcd (him a bcalter of rum Co dram.*' 

Then Kamar ahZatnan anti his father took Obayd and carrying 
him into the saloon of the Harim, shut thcmfelves up ^ath him; 
and Abd al'Rahman said to him , "‘We did not hinder thee from 
speaking before the folk, but for fear of dishonour to thee and to 
us: but now we are private; so tell me all that hath passed between 
thee and thy wife and my son." So he told him all, from beginning 
to end, and when he had made an end of his story, Abd al'Rahman 
asked him, ‘‘‘Was the fault with my son or with thy wife?" He 
answered, "By Allah, thy son was not to blame, for men must 
needs Imt after women, and 'ds the boundeo duty of women to 
defend themselves from men. So the sin b'etb with my wife, who 
played me false and did with me these deeds."* Then Abd al' 
Rahman arose and taking bis son aside, said to him, “O my son, 
we have proved his wife and know her to be a traitress; and now 
I mean to prove him and sec if he be a man of honour and manli' 
ness, or a wittol."* “How so?" asked Kamar ahZaman; and 
Abd al'Rahman answered, “I mean to urge him co make peace 
wNth his wife, and if he consent thereto and forgive her, 1 will 
smite him with a sword and slay him and kill her after, her and 
her maid, for there is no good in the life of a cuckold and a 
queen;* but, if he turn from her with aversion 1 will many him to 
iby sister and give hfm more of wijalth than that thou tookest from 
him." Then he went back to Obayd and said to him, “O master, 
verily, the commerce of women rcquircth patience and magriaii' 
unity and whoso loveth them hath need of fortitude, for that they 
order themselves viper-wise towards men and evilly entreat them, 
by reason of their superiority over them in beauty and lovcEncss; 
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wherefore they magnify themselves and belittle men. This is 
notably the case when their husbands show them affection; for 
then they requite them with hauteur and coquetry and harsh 
dealing of all kinds. But, if a man be wroth whenever lie seeth in 
his vsdfe aught that offendeth him, there can be no fdilowsbip 
between them; nor can any hit it off with them who is not mag' 
nanimous and long-suffering: and unless a man bear with his wife 
and requite her foul doing with forgiveness, he shall get no good 
of her conversation. IuMcd, it hath been said of th<nn, '^Were 
they in the sky, the necks of men would indine them wards’; and 
he who hath the power and psudoneth. his reward is with Allah, 
Now this woman is thy wife and thy companion and she hath bog 
consorted with thee; wherefore it behoveth that thou entreat her 
with indulgence which in fellowship is of the essentials of suo^ss. 
Furthermore, women fail in wit and Faith,' and if she have sinned, 
she repenteth and Inshallah she will not again return to that 
which she whilome did. So Tis my rede that thou make 
peace with her and I will restore thee more than the good 
she took; and if it please thee to abide with me, thou art 
welcome, thou and she, and ye shall see naught but what shall foy 
you both: but, an thou seek to, return to thine own land. For that 
which falleth out between a man and his wife is manifold, and 
it behoveth thee to be indulgent and not take the way of the 
violent,” Said the jeweller, *‘0 my lord, and where is my wife?” 
and said Abd al-Rahman, “She is in that upper chamb^, go up 
to her and be easy with her, for my sake, and trouble her not; 
for, when my son brought her hither, he would have married her, 
but I forbade him from her and shut Ker up in yonder room, and 
locked the door upon her saying in myselt. 'Haply her husband 
will come and I will hand her over to him safe: for she is fair 
of favour, and when a woman is like unto this one, it may not be 
that her husband will let her go.’ What T counted on is come 
about and praised be Allah Almighty for thy reunion with thy 
xvife! As for my son, 1 have sought him another woman in 
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marriage and have inamed him to her: these han<|(jets and 
rejoicings are fnr his wedding, and tonight I bring him to his 
bride. So here is the key of the chamber where thy wife is: tstke 
it and open the door and go in to her and her handmaid and be 
buxoni with her. There shall be brought you meat and drink 
and thou shall not come down from her till thou have had thy fill 
of her." Cried Ofaayd, “May Allah requite thee for me with all 
good, O ray lordf* and taking the key, wen: up, rejoicing. The 
other thought his words had pleased him and chat he consented 
thereto; so he took the sword and following him unseen, stood to 
espy what should happen between him and his wife, This is how 
it fared with the merchant Abd al'Rahman; but as for the jeweller, 
when he came to the chambeT'door, he heard his wife weeping 
with sore weeping for that Kamar al'Zaman had married another 
than her, and the handmaid saying to her, “O my lady, how often 
have i warned thee and said, Thou wilt get no good of this youth: 
so do thou leave his company.’ But thou heededst not my words 
and spoiledst thy husband of all his goods and gavest them to him. 
After the which thou forsookest thy place, of thine fondness and 
infatuation for him, and earnest with him to t h is country. And 
now he hath cast thee out from his thought and married another 
and hath made the i^ue of thy foolish fancy for him to be dutanoe 
vile.” Cried HaJimah, “Be silent, O accursed! Though he be 
married to another, yet some day needs must I occur to his 
thought. I cannot forget the n%hts I have spent in his company 
and in any case 1 console myself with his saying who said, 

*0 lay lords, shiill he w yow mintl cxoir * Who room to you only sans 
other mate? 

Grant Hriven you ne^er ahaJl forget his state * Who for mte of you forgot 
own estate!' 

It cannot be but he will bethink him of my affect and converse 
and ask for me, wherefore I w'ill not turn from loving him nor 
change from passion for him, though I perish in prison: for he is 
my love and my leach' and tny redi^ce is on hhn that he will yet 
return to me and deal fondly with me.” When the jewcUer he;^ 
his wife's words, he went in to her and said to her, “O traitre^ 
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thy hope in him is as the hope of Ibiis* in Heaven. All these 
vices were in thee and I knew not thereof; for, had 1 been ware of 
one single vice, 1 had not kept thee with me an hour. But now 
1 am certified of this in thee, it behoveth me to do thee die, 
akbougb they put me to death for thee* O traitress?" and he 
dutch^ her with both hands and repeated these two couplets, 

"O Fair chies forth ye cast my faithful luve * With cia. not- had ye a ugh t 
n^nd for nght; 

How long I fondly clung co you. but now * My love is loathing ojul 1 hate 
your sight." 

Then he pressed hardly upon her windpipe and brake her neck, 
whereupon her handmaid cried out my mistressP Said 

he, “O harlot, 'tis thou who art to blame for aU this, for that thou 
knewest this evil inclination to be in her and toldeat me not."’ 
Then he seized upon her and strangled her. All this happened 
while Abd ai'Rahman stood, brand in hand, behind the door espy' 
ing with his eyes and hearing with his ears. Now when Obayd the 
jeweller had done this, apprehension fame upon him and he feared 
the isaie of his affair and said to himself, "As soon as the 
merchant leameth that I have killed them in his house, he will 
surely slay me; yet 1 beseech Allah that He appoint the taking of 
my fife to be while 1 am in the True Belief!*' And he alxxle 
bewildered about his case and knew not what to do; but, as he 
was thus behold, in came Abd al-Rahman from his lurking-place 
without the door and said to him, ‘^No harm shall befal thee, for 
indeed thou deservest safety. Sk this sword in my hand. "Twas 
in my mind to slay thee, badst thou made peace with her and 
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restored her to favour, and 1 would also have slaio her and the 
maid. But since thou hast done this deed^ welcome to thee and 
ag pin welcome! And I will reward thee by marrying thee to my 
daughter, Kamar al-Zaman e sister.*' Then lie carried him down 
and sent for the woman who washed the dead: whereupon it was 
bruited abroad that Kamar al'^aman had brought witli him two 
alave^irls from Bassorah and that both had deceased. So the 
people began to condole with him saymg, "May thy head liver* 
and “May Allah compensate thee!” And they washed and 
shrouded them and buried them, and none knew the truth of the 
matter. Then Abd al'^Rahman sent for the Shaykh al'Islam and 
all the notables and said, “O Shaykh, draw up the contrajcc of 
marriage between my daughter Kaukab al'Salah’ and Master 
Obayd the jeweller and set down that her dowry hath been paid 
to me in full.” So he wrote out the contract and Abd al'Rahman 
gave the company to drink of sherbets, and they made one 
wedding festival for the two brides the daughter of the Shaykh al' 
Islam and Kamar al-Zaman's sister; and paraded them in one 
Utter on one and the same night; after which they earned Kamar 
ah Zamnn and Obayd in procession together and brought them 
in to their brides.® ’ft'hcn me jeweller went in to Abd al'Rali man's 
daughter, he found her handsomer than Halimah and a thousand¬ 
fold lovelier. So he took her maidenhead and on the morrow, he 
went to the Hammam with Kamar al-Zaman. Tht.'n he abode 
with them awhile in plcasance and joyance, after which he began 
to yearn for his native land; so he went in to Abd al-Rahman 
and said to him , “O unde, 1 long for my own country, for I have 
there estates and effects, which I left in charge of one of tny 
prentices: and I am minded to journey thither that I may sell my 
properties and return to thee. So wilt thou give me leave to go to 
my country for that purpose?" Answered the merchant, “O my 
son, 1 give thee leave to do this and there he no fault in thee or 
blame to thee for these words, for ‘Love of motherland is a part 
of Religion*: and he who hath not good in his own country hath 
none in other folks* country. But, haply, an thou depart without 
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thy wife, when thou art once come to thy native pUcc, it may seem 
good to to settle there, and thou wik be p^lcxed betWi'een 
returtiing to Ay wife and sojourning in thine own home; so it 
were the righter rede that Aou carry Ay wife wiA Aee; and 
after, an Aou desire to return to us, return and welcome to you 
both; for we are folk who know* not Avotce and no womao of us 
marricA twice, nor do wc lightly discard a man.”* Quoth 
Obayd, “Unde, I fear me Ay daughter will not consent to journey 
wiA me to my own country.’’ Replied Abd al-R ahma n, 'O 
my son, we have no women amongst us who gmn^y Aeir spouses, 
nor know we a wife who is wroth wiA her man. The jeweUer 
cried, “Allah bl^ you and your women!" and going in to his 
wife, said to her, "1 am minded to go to my country: what sayst 
Aou?” QuoA Ae, "Indeed, my sire had the ordering of me, 
whilst 1 was a maid, and when I married, the ordering all pa^d 
into Ae hanA of my lord and master, nor will I gainsay him.” 
l^oA Obayd, ‘ AUali bless Aee and Ay father, and have mercy 
on Ae womb Aat bare Aee and Ae loins Aat be^t Aee!” Then 
he cut his thongs* and applied himself to making ready for his 
journey. His faAcr'in'law gave him much good and Acy took 
leave each of other, after W'hiA the jeweller and his wifeJou^eyed 
on without ceasing, till Acy reaA^ Bassorah where hK k ins men 
and comrades came out to meet him , doubting not but Aat he 
had been in AhHijaa. Some rejoiced at his return, whilst others 
were vexed, and Ae folk said one to another, “Now will he 
straiten us again every Friday, as before, and we Aall be shut up 
in the mosques and houses, even to our cats and our do^," On 
suA wise it fared wiA him; but as legarA Ae King of 
Bassorah. when he heard of his return, he was wroth with him; 
and sending for him, upbraided him and said to him, “Why 
AAt Aou depart, wiAout letting me know of Ay departure? 
Was I unable to give Aee somewhat wherewiA thou mightest 
have succoured Aysdf in Ay pilgrim^e to Ae Holy House of 
All A?” Replied Ae fewcUer, “Pardon. O my lord! By Allah, 
I went not on Ae pilgrimage! but there have befallen me such 
and suA things." Then he told him all that had befallen him 


* S« ihc fiott by LafteV SliAykh ii tlie begimiiiu^ el the taJe, The mntiw betwna 
the Tirioos wife of feerntc ongin and the viituciu wife of noble bqrth ii foiulty dweU wpM 
tmt not 
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with his wife and with. Abd al^Rahman of C3airo and how the 
merchant had given him his daughter to wife, ending with these 
words, “And I have brought her to Bassorah.” Said the King, 
“By the Lord, did 1 not fear Allah the Most High, I would slay 
thee and marry tliis noble bdy after thy death, though 1 spent 
on her mints of money, because she b^cteth none Sut Kings. 
But Allah hath appointed her of thy portion and may He bless 
thee in her! So look thon use her well." Then he bestowed 
largesse on the jeweller, who went out from before him and 
ab^e with his wife live years, after which he was admitted to 
the mercy of the Almighty. Presently the King sought his 
widow in wedlock; but she refused, saying, “O King, never 
among my kindred was a woman w'bo manied again after her 
husband s death; wherefore I will never take another husband, 
nor will I marry thee, no, though thou kill me." Th^ he sent 
to her one who said, “‘Dost thou seek to go to thy native land?" 
And she answered, “An thou do good, thou shalt be reuuited 
therewith." So he collected for her all the jeweller’s wealth and 
added unto her of his own, after the measure of his degree. 
Lastly he sent with her one of his Wanrs, a man famous for 
goodness and piety, and an escort of five hundred horse, who 
journe^ with her, t3I th^ brought licr to her father; and in 
his home she abode, without marrying again, till she died and 
diey died all. So, if this woman would not consent to replace 
her dead husband with a Sultan, how shall she be compared 
with one who replaced her husband, whilst he was yet alive, wirfi 
a youth of unknown extraction and condition, and especially 
when this was in lewd carriage and not by way of lawful 
marriage? So he who deemeth all w'omen alike,^ there is no remedy 

^A inpqUr Bwyina alM 4pj>Gid tft men- Ji i* usuaQy MCmnp&niEd w5(Ji ebowiitg 

epeu ItahH nnjf n rcfcmifie to tilt Hue of thr fingers. T find this *K>nr most intmesrini^ 
from izithTOpplogafctl iMitit of view : fuggciting how fiffrcnentlTT ifinoui 
the of In Norilurm EuPnpe the harden it throwri mM unjuiElf apan 

the man, the mmian who Vim. hcang i iMondary ccmsideretiwi wid in kn^und 

be I* ab^nitv ferroed "■ seducer ” In forrmcr times he wta w "■etlled out, 

■sow he ]i called tip djjttngea, a truly Igunbit and ihopkccper-lTtEe mode of trcifins a 
high offence a^imr private property and public mordity. In Attflo-Ameticii f 
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atmdt firm root amongsr the nttkm^ uf Soatbe™ Europe; where the hui^nd fciib the 
Jover only when he aftll lovea Kit wife and lovcr-Hke it furrout at Kef Atfcctinn beTR| 
aBcrtaicd. 
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for the disease of his insanity. And glory be to Him to 'whom 
belongeth the empire of the Seen and the Unseen and He ia the 
Living, who dieth not! And among the talcs they tell, O 
auspicious King, is one of 


ABDULLAH BIM FAZIL AND HIS BROTHERS.' 

The CaL'ph Hanin al-Ra^d was one day examwimg the tributes 
of his ^Tirious provinces and vioeroyalties, wKnen he observed that 
contribfurions of all the ooimtrics and regions had come into 
the treasury, except that of Bassorah which nad not amvEd that 
year. So he held a Divan because of this and said, ‘'‘Hither to me 
with the Waair Ja'afar;" and when they brought him into the 
presence he thus bespoke him, “The tributes of all the provinces 
nave come into the treasury, save chat of Bassorah, no part whereof 
hath arrived.” Ja'afar replied, "O Commander of the Faithful, 
belike there hath befallen the governor of Baseorah something that 
hath diverted him from sending the tribute,** Quoth the Cmiph, 
‘The time of the coming of the tribute was twenty days ago; 
what then, can be his excuse for that, in thui rime, he bath neither 
sent it nor salt to show cause for not doing so?” And quoth the 
Minister, "O Commander of the Faithful, if it please thee, we will 
send him a messenger.’* * Rejoined the Caliph, **8end him f^u 
Ishak al'Mausili,® the boon companion,'* and Ja'afar, “‘Hearkening 


Mofllemi kttp them dncp deJemi them fi-mn nil hidiii af temptitiQUf iftil If th«J 
wmn^ kiU themn CiirtstBii* thrm. upoft t thr cf all ehstnrcT^ 
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And Englund n to ^tindE>* fiifllctil thtw htr law, tmdet ctfram df^uinutJinia:^ 
hcilils lint Mn, A haa oonmdtted ajiLtitery with Mr. B. hot Mr. B, hsui not wmrpattod 
tdolferr with Mn- A. Cw any abmrdiry he more slwunl? Only ‘^^wmirrcun jhit, ttnnmi 
injunUr" Sec my TctminaJ ^$$27. 1 liatc JTintt ^ uf upon this cutIpub Subject, 
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and obedience 10 Allah and to thee, O Prince of True Beiieversl” 
Then be returned ro his house and summoning Abu Eshak, wrote 
him a roj^ writ and said to him, "Go to Abdullah bin Farib 
Viceroy of Bassonh, and see what hath diverted him from sending 
the tribute. If it be ready, do thou receive it from him in full and 
bring it to me in haste, for the Cahph hath examined the cribuces 
of the provinces and findeth that they are all come m, except that 
of Bas^rahr but an thou see that it is not ready and he make an 
excuse to bring him back with thee, that he may report his 
excuse to the Caliph with his own tongue." Answered Abu I^ak, 
“I hear and ! obey;” and taking with him five thousand horse of 
Ja'afar’s host set out for Bassocah. Now when Abdullah bin 
Faril hea^ of his approach, he went out to meet him with his 
troops, and led him into the city and carried him to his palace, 
whilst the escort encamped without the dty wails, where he 
appointed to them all whereof they stood in need. So Abu 
Ishak entered the audience'chamber and sittiog down on the 
throne, seated the governor beside himself, whilst the notables sat 
FOimd him, according to their several degrees. After salutation 
with the salam Abdullah bin Faril said to him, ”0 ray loH, is 
there for thy coming to us any cause?;" and said Abu Ishak, "Yes, 
! come to seek the tribute; for the Cjiph enquircch of tt and 
time of its coming is gone by." Rejoined Abdullah bin Faril, O 
my lord, would Heaven thou hadst not wearied thyself nor taken 
upon thyself the hardships of the journey 1 For the tribute is ready 
in fuU tale and complete, and I purpose to deqiatch it to-morrow. 
But, since thou art come, I will entrust it to thee, after 1 have 
entertained thee three days; and on the fourth day 1 will set the 
tribute between thine hands. But it bchoveth us now to offer thee 
a present in part retpntal of thy kindness and the goodness of the 
Commander of the Faithful.” "There is no harm in that, said 
Abu Ishak. So Abdullah bin Faril dismissed the Divan and 
carrying him into a saloon that had not its match, bade set a tray 
of food before him and his companions. They ate and drank and 
made merry and enjoyed themselves: after which the tiay was 
removed and there came coffee and sherbets. They sat conversing 
til] a third part of the night was past, when they spread for Abu 
Ishak bedding on an ivory couch inlaid unth gold glittering sheeny. 
So he lay down and the viceroy lay down beside him on another 
couch; but wakefulness possessed Abu Ishak and he fell to 
meditating on the metres of prosody and poetical composition, for 
VOL . EK. 
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r^af hp was oru; of primest of the Caliph's boon-compaojons 
and he had a mighty fine fore-arm’ in producing verses and 
pleasant stories; nor did he leave to lie awake improvising poeti^ 
till half the tiighc was past* * Presently, behold, Abdull^ bin 
Fazil arose, and girding his middle, opened a hjcker,* whence he 
brought out a whip; then, taking a lighted w'aKen taper, be went 
forth by the door of the saloon.——-And Shahrazad penceivetl the 
dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say* 

{Shnr ft hmsi tfic ^mt Jbunhreti anh ^ebentP-ninth 

She said, k hath reached me, O auspicious that when 

Abdullah bin Fazil went forth by the door of the oon deeming 
Abu Ishak asleep, the Caliph's cup-companion, seeing this, 
marvelled and said in himself, ''^Whither wendeth Abdulin bin 
Fazil with that whip? Perhaps he is minded to punish some body. 
But nee<k must I follow him and see what be will do this m^ht.” 
So he arose and went out after him softly, very softly, that he 
might not be seen and presently saw him open a closet and take 
thence a tray containing four dishes of meat and bread and a 
gugglet of water. Then he went on, carrying the tray and ^scretly 
followed by Abu Ishak, till he came to another saloon and entered, 
whilst the cup-companion stood behind the door and, looking 
through the chink, saw a spacious saloon, furnished with the 
richest furniture and having in its midst a couch of ivory plated 
with gold gUttering sheeny, to which two dogs were made fast 
with chains of gold. Then AbdulLth set do^ the tray in a 
corner and tucking up his sleeves;, loosed the (irst dog, which 
began to struggle in ms hands and put its muzzle to the floor, as 
it would kiss the ground before him, whining the while in a w'eak 
voice. Abdullah tied its paws behind its back and throwing it on 
the ground, drew' forth the whip and beat it with a painful beating 
and a pitiless. The dog struggled, but could not get free, and 
Abdull^ ceased rot to beat it wfith the same whip tiU it left 
groaning and lay without consciousness. Then he took it and 
tied it up in its place, and unbinding the second dog, did with 
him as he had done wdth the first; after which he pulkd out a 
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kerchief and fell to wiping away thdr teais and comforting them, 
faying, “Bear me not malice; for by Allah, this is not of my will, 
nor is it easy 10 me! But it may be Allah will grant you relief 
from this strait and issue from your affliction." And he prayed 
for the twain what w'hik Abu Ishak the cup'Companion stood 
hearkening with his ears and espying with his eyes, and indeed he 
mar\'dlcd at ^3 case. Then AMuUah brought the dogs the tray 
of food and fell to morselling them with his own hand, till they 
had enough, when be wiped their mu^es and lifting up the 
gu^kt, gave them to drink; after which he took up the tray, 
guggke and candle and made for the door But Abu hhak 
Forewent him and making his way back to his couch, lay down; 
so that he saw liim not; neither knew that he had walked behind 
him and watched him. Then the governor replaced the tray and 
the gugglct in the closet and returning to the saloon, opened the 
locker and laid the w'hip in its place; after which he doffed his 
clothes and lay down. But Abu Ishak passed the rest of that 
night pondering this affair neither did sleep visit him for excess of 
wonderment, and he ceased not to say in himself. "1 wonder what 
can be the meaning of this!" Nor did he leave wondering till 
day break, w'hen they arose and prayed the dawu'prayer. Then 
they set the breakfast* before them and they ace and dnank coffee, 
after which they went out to the divan. Now Abu Idiak's 
thought was occupied with thk mystery all day long but he 
concealed the matter and ejuestioned not Abdullah thereof. Nest 
night, he again followed dhe governor and saw him do with the 
two dogs as on the previous night, ffrst beating them and then 
making his peace with them and giving them to eat and to dnnk; 
and so al so be did the third night. On the fourth day he brought 
the tribute to Abu Ishak who took it and departed, without 
opening the matter to him. He fared on, without ceasing, till he 
came to Baghdad, where he delivered the tribute to the Caliph, 
who questioned him of the cause of its delay. Replied he. "O 
Commander of the Faithful, I found that the governor of Bassorah 
had made ready the tribute and was about to despatch it; and 


* Amtf. "Fui4t,“ the chlwci hiiiYi of .3ng;1&'tndi* v hreakfMt pcnficr. cnEen by 
bunoCitcly tificr the JawTHir-ver Mcept in RinJtin. Atn«VR» tecuihir petrple il ui * 
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had I delayed a day, it would have met me on the road. But, O 
Prince of True Believers, I had a wondrous adyettr^ jvith 
Abdullah bin Faail; nc\^er in my life saw I its like." “And 
what was it, O Abu Ishak?" aaked the Caliph. So he replied, 
“1 saw such and such;" and, brief, acquambed him with that 
which the governor had done with the two dogs, adding, “After 
such fashion, 1 saw him do three successive nights, hmt beating 
the dogs, tlien making his peace with them and comforting them 
and giving them to eat and drink, 1 watching him, and he seeing 
me not." Asked the Cahph, "Didst thou question him of the 
cau£e of diis?*’; and the other answered, “No, as thy head liveth, 
O Commander of the Faithful.'* Then said Ai-Ra^d, *'0 Abu 
Ishak, I command ^ee to return to Bassorah and bring me 
A^viUah bin Fazil and the two dogs." Quoth he, **0 Com' 
of the Faithful, excuse me from this; for indeed Abdullah 
entertained me with exceedingly hospitable entertainment and I 
became ware of this case with chance undesi^ed and acquamted 
thee therewith. So how can 1 go back to him and bring him to 
thee? Verily, if I rctuni to him, I shall find me no face for 
shame of him; wherefore 'twere meet that thou send him another 
than m^f, with a letter under thine own hand, and he shall 
bring him to thee, him and the two dogs.” But quoth the Caliph, 
“If I send him other than thyself, peradventure he will deny the 
whole affair and say, Tve no dogs.' But if 1 send th« and thou 
say to him, ‘1 saw them with mine own eyes,’ he w^ill not be able 
to deny that. Wherefore nothing will serve hut that thou go and 
fetch him and the two do^; otherwise I will surely slay thee."' 

-And Sh^raiad perceived the dawn of day and ceas^ to say 

her permitted say. 


it \3jai the iline l^un'brriF anh 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
the Cahph Hanin al'Rashfd said to Abu Ishak, “Nothing will 
serve but that thou go and fetch him and the two dogs; odierwise 
I will surely slay thee." Abu Ishak replied, “Hearing and obey- 


* This sryIc mtiai moi ht uadtritcKhi Sitcrillt. Ai I hiiK rwtc4« W 

ii titTcmicd by the wiiitr i& ibw ihc KirtgiluEi the majeny of itc “Vicar ef AilaK." 




Abduxx^ bin Fi^ziL ani> ms Brothers* * 


309 


ing. O Conunander of the Faithful; Alkh is oiir aidancc and 
is the Agent. He spake sooth who said, 'Man’s wrong is 



the governor said, “Allah foriend us from the misohief of thy 
retim), O Abu Ishak! How ooracth it I see thee return in haste? 
Peradventure the tribute is deficient and the Caliph will not 
accept it?” Answered Abu Ishak, “O Emir AbduUah, my return 
is not on account of the ddiciency of the tribute, for *tis fuU 
measure and the Caliph accepteth it; but 1 hope that thou wilt 
excuse me, for that I have failed in my dvity as thy guest and 
indeed this lapse of mine was decreed of Allah AJmjghty*" 
Abdullah enquired, '’And what may be the lapse?" and be re¬ 
plied, “Know that when I was with thee, I followed thee three 
fohowtng nights and saw thee rise at midnight and beat the dogs 
and return; whereat I marvelled, but w'as ashamed to question 
thee thereof. When 1 came back to Eaghdand, 1 told the Caliph 
of thine affair, casually and without design, whereupon he charged 
me to return to thee, and here is a letter under his hand. Had I 
known that the affair would lead to this, 1 had not told him, but 
Destiny foreordained thus." And he went on to excuse himsdf 
to him; whereupon said Abdullah, “Since thou hast told him 
this, I ^vill bear out thy report with him, lest he deem thee a har. 
for thou art my friend. Were it other than them, 1 had denied 
the affair and given him the lie. But now I will go w’ith thee 
and carry the two do^ with me, though this be to me ruin'rife 
and the ending of my term of life." Rejoined the other, “Allah 
will veil* thee, even as thou hast veiled my face with the Caliph!" 
Then Abdull^ took a present beseeming the Commander of the 
Faithful and mounting Jogs with him, each on a cam^ bound 
with chains* of gold, journeyed with Abu Ishak to Baghdad, 
where he went in to the Caliph and kissed ground before him. 
He deigned bid Mm sit; so he sat down and brought the two 
dogs before AI-Rashid, who said to him “What be these dogs, 
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O Frmi> Abdullah?" Whereupon they fell to kissing the Boor 
between hia hands and wagging their tails and weeping, as if 
cotnplaicing to him. The Caliph inan.'elied at this and said to 
the governor, ‘Tdi me the history of these two dogs and Ae 
reason of thy beating them and after entreating them with 
honour.” He replied, "O Vicar of Allah, these be no dogs, but 
two young endowed with beauty and seemliness, symmetry 
and shapeliness, and they are my brothers and the sons of my 
father and mo^er." Asked the Caliph, “HoWis it that they 
were men and are become dogs?"; and he answered, "An thou 
give me leave. O Prince of True Believers, I will a^uaint thee 
with the truth of the circumstance.'" Said AMlashid, '^ell me 
and ’ware of leasing, for 'ds of the fashion of the hypocrites, and 
look thou truth, for that is the Ark^ of safety and the mark 
of virtuous men.” Rejoined Abdullah, “Know then, O vice^regent 
of Allah, when I tell diec the story of these dogs, they will both 
bear witness a^inst me: an I speak sooth they will certify it and 
if I lie they wiQ give me the lie." Cried the Caliph, ’'These are of 
the dogs; they cannot speak nor answer; so how can they testify 
for thee or against thee?” But Abdullah said to them, "O my 
brothers, if 1 speak a lying word, do lift your heads and stare 
with your eyes; but, if 1 say sooth hang down your heads and 
Lower your eyes,” Then said he to the Caliph, “Know, O Com- 
mander of the Faithful, that we are three brothers by one mother 
and the same father. Our sire's name was Fazd and he was so 
named because his mother bare two sons at one birth, one of 
whom died forthright and the other twin remained alive, where' 
fore his sire named him Faxil—^che Remainder. His father 
brofught him up and reared him well, till he grew to manhood 
when he married him to our mother and died. Our mother cx> 0 ' 
ceived a first time and bare this my first brother, whom our sire 
named Mansur; then she conceived again and bare this my 
second brother, wboin he named Nasiri; after which she con- 


* Arab. “*St(tiiih**=(Noal3^i) Ark^ m myth deriveti from the Biiii of Egyp* inb^ 
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ceived a third time and bare me, whom he named Abdullah. My 
father reared ns all three dll we came to man's estate, when he 
died, leaving us a house and a shop full of coloured stuffs of all 
kindX Indi^ and Greek and Khorasani and what not, besides 
snity thousand dinars. We washed him and buried him to the 
ruth of his Lord, after which we builc him a splendid monument 
and let pray for him prayers for the deliverance of bis soul from 
the fire and held pedectiors of the Koran and gave alms on his 
behalf, till the fort)' days' were past; when 1 called together the 
merchants and nobles of the folk and made them a sumptuous 
entertainmenc. As soon as they had eaten, 1 said to them, “O 
merchants, verJy this world is ephemeral, but the nert world is 
eternal, and eitolled he the perfection of Him w'ho endureth 
always after His creatures have passed away! Know ye why I 
have called you together this bles^ day?' And they answered, 
‘Extolled be Allah sole Scient of the hidden things.* *' Quoth 
1, 'My lather died, leaving much of money, and I fear lest any 
have a claim against him for a debt or a pledge* or what not else, 
and 1 d^re to disdiarge my father's obligations towards the folk. 
So whoso hath any demand on him, let him say, 'He oweth me 
so and so,‘ and I will satisfy it to him, that 1 may acquit the 
responsibility of my sire.*' The merchantB replied, 'O Abdullah, 
verily the goods of this world stand not in stead of those of the 
world to come, and we are no fraudful folk, but all of us know 
the lawful from the unlawrful and fear Almighcy Allah and abstain 
from de^'Ciuring the substance of the orphan. We know that thy 
father (Allah have mercy on hiraf) still let his money lie wth the 
folk,® cot did he suffer any man's claim on him to go unquitted. 
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View of i ndehtcdiicoi renden it hl^bty unajiTimbW ID oitlig? » fttEriEj with a \oar- 

* tjt. Jie dXU mu preta ihtjuit f«c parittErttj oiujt be remembered, he JKoived no 

inietcst upon hif inonLcv thit bciPs; Jtnbidiirn in ebe Koran- 
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and we have ever heard him declare, ‘I am fearful of the peroic’s 
substance.' He used always to say in his prayers, 'O my God, 
Thou art my stay and roy hope! Let me not die while in debt.' 
And it was of his wont c^t, u he ow-ed any one aught, he would 

E ay it to him, without being pressed, and if any owed him augiit 
e would not dun him, hut would say to him, At thy leisure.* If 
his debtor were poor, he would release him from his liability and 
acquit him of responsibiility: and if he were not poor and died in 
bis debt, he would say, ‘Allah forgive him what he owed me!' And 
we all testify that he owed no man aught.* Quoth I, ‘May Allah 
bless you!' Then I turned to these my brothers and said, ‘Our 
father owed no man aught and hath left us much money and stulTs, 
besides the house and the shop. Now we ate three and each of us 
is entided to one third part. So shall we agree to waive division 
and wone copartners in our wealth and eat together and drink 
together, or shall we apportion the stuffs and the money and take 
each his part?* Said they, *We will divide them and take each 
his share.* *' (Then Abdullah turned to the two dogs and said to 
them, “Did it happen thus, O my brothers?"* and they bowed 
their heads and lowered their eyes, as to say, “Yea.") Abdullah 
continued, “I called in a depart! tor from the Ka3i*5 court, O 
Prince of True Believers, and he distributed amongst us the money 
and the stxiHs and all our father had left, allotting the house and 
shop to me in exchange for a part of the coin and oothes to which 
I was entitled. We were content with this; so the house and shop 
fell to roy share, whilst my brothers took their portion in money 
and stuffs. I opened the shop and stocking it with my stuffs 
bought others with the money apportioned to me, over and abov'C 
the house and shop, dll the place was full, and I sat selling and 
buying. As for my brothers, they purchased stuffs and hiring a 
ship, set out on a voyage to the far abodes of folk. Quoth I, 
'Allah aid them both! As for me, my livelihood is ready to my 
band and peace is priceless.' ! abode thus a whole year, during 
which time AUah opened the door of fortune to me and I gained 
great gains, tilt E became possessed of the Like of that which 
our father had left us. One day, as T sat in my shop, with 
two fur pelisses on me, one of sable and the other of tneniver,‘ for 


* (chip, xv3J,> ArUidu lo fwii ot SnUle (S«n6r), hermtltme (A^FarwAh) 

wd Ihirtii (TuHctiJi'i fttra of black inii rtd foxei. F-nr Sumttr m toI iir, S", Sini^b ti 
Fcniaiv fi3r the tkin □! ibc grey ihc kpinui^r the JnnKvar, erronfr 
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it was the season of winter and the time of the excessive cold, 
behold, there came tip to me my two brothers, each dad in a 
ragged shirt and nothing more, and thdr lips were white with cold, 
and they were shivering. When I saw them m this plight, it was 

grievous to me and I mourned for dtxcm,”-And Shahrazad per' 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


SUitn ft the ,^ine 3lgmnhrtti snh ilight 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abdullah 
bin Fazd continued to the Caliph, “When I saw them in this 
plight, it was grievous to me and 1 mourned for them and my 
reason fled my bead. So I rose and embraced them and wept over 
their condition: then I put on one of them the pelisse of sable 
and on the other the fur coat of meniver and, canying them to the 
Hammam, sent thither for each of them a suit of apparel such as 
befitted a merchant worth a thousand.' When diey had washed 
and doruied each his suit, 1 carried them to my house where, seeing 
them weti nigh famished, 1 sec a tray of food before them and ate 
with them, caressing them and comforting them." (Then he again 
turned to the two dop and said to them, "Was this so, O my 
brothers?”; and they bent their heads and lowered thei r eyes.) 
So Abdullah continued, “When they had eaten, O Vicar of Allah , 
quoth I to them, ‘W’^hat hath befailen you and where are your 
goods?* *; and quoth they, *We fared up die river," till we came to 
a city called Cufa, where we sold for ten dinars the piece of stuff 
that had cost half a ducat and that which cost us a ducat for 
twenty . So we profitedgneatly and bought Persian stuffs at the rate 
of ten sequins per piece of sdk worth forty in Bassorah. Hienc e 
we removed to a city called Al'Karth* where we sold and bot ^c 


CHidy nunivier^ (tntau rairS s« oppoted emtint™ 

I nt^cT visit EnpUnd ffltiuHit b^ng turpnted At Ehe Vtlc fun mom by tfac ntUt And the 
lolly of the pwr in not ifi* i^ccpsHn with the wool iniide end the leather wcU 

tanned ^+uch heep* tht pd-iiant mvm md cotnfoniblc between Oofitift and AfghaDistin. 

• A«b -'Tlj ir AlfT^ which may niejn A thouiand diniiT^ (^5DD) or a thmiHUtd pufM 

{■*£5,l?05). ia not m tijMXHBUKin P.N.^ meaning that the bcaixr (Fulu or pnuperj 

been bought for ;t ihnuiiiuij left Indefimte. 

* Tigiif-EuphratoL 

■ P<««ibly ^e quvttt of Biighdid « cnUed and mentianed in The Nxghti mm tbui 
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and gain galore and aniassed of wealth sto^, 
they went on to set lorth to me the places and the protts, bO I 
said to them , ’‘Since ye had such good luck and lot^ how 
It that I see you rctom naketir They sighed snd answered. O 
our brother, some one must have evikyed us, and in travel there is 
no misting. When we had gotten together these monies and 
goods we freighted a ship therewith and set sail, intending tor 
Basso^ We fated on three days and on the fourth Jay ^e ww 
the sea rise and iaU and roar and foam and swell and dash whilst 
the waves clashed together with a crash, striking out sparks Ukc 
file* * in the darks. The winds blew contrary tor us and our endt 
Struck upon the point of a bill'projected rock^ bra^ up 

and plun^ us into tUe river, and uU we had with us was lost m 
the waters. We abode struggling on the surface a day and a night, 
till Allah sent u3 another smp. whose crew picked us up and wc 
begged our way from (own tt* town, suifering mighty sore k^td' 
ships and selling our body-clothes piecemeal, tu buy us ftiod, till we 
drew near Bassorah; nor did we make the city till we had drained 
the draught of a thousand miseries. Cut, had we come safdy ot 
with that wbiidi was by us, we had brought kick nches that might 
be even with those of the King: but this was tote ordained to us 
of Allah.' 1 said, *0 my InYjthers, let not vour hearts be griev-ed, 
for w'cdth is the ransom of bodies and safety is property. Since 
j^lah bath wTitten you of the saved, this is the aid of desir^rer 
want and wealth are but as it were fliusions of dreams and God' 
gifted is he who said, 

‘If a man from destruction can sav? his head * Let hint hdlil hi* ttrealth as a 
dice of nail' 

I continued, ‘O my brothers we will suppose that our sire died 
to-day and left us all this wealth that is with me, for I am ri^ 
willing to share it with you equally.' So 1 fetched a dcpaftitw 
from die Kaai's court and brought otit to him aU my money, 
he distributed into three equal parts, and w e each took one. Thro 
said 1 to them, ‘O my brokers, Albh blesseth a man in his dauy 
bread, if he be in his own country! so let each of you open hM a 
shop and sit therein to get his living; and he to w'hom aught is 
ordained in the Secret Purpose,* needs must he get it.* Accordingly. 


^ For [hit ftETy tn i« Slnrf RcWdwiI i. 1^. 
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I helped each of them to open 1 shop and Med it for him with 
goods, saying to them, 'Sell and buy and keep your monies and 
spend naught thereot; for all ye need of meat and drink and so 
tocth I will furnish U) you.' I continue to entreat them generously, 
and they fell to-selling and buying by day and returning at even' 
tide CO my house where they lay the night; nor would 1 sulfer 
them to expend aught of their own substance. But, whenever 1 
sac calking with them, they ivoulJ praise tra^id and proclaim its 
pleasures and vaunt the gains they bad made therein; and they 
ceased not to urge tne to accompany them in travdling over 
foreign parts." (Then he said to the dogs, "Was this so, O my 
brothers?’' and they again bowled iheii' heads and lowered their 
eyes in conhrmation of his words.) He continued, "On such 
Wise, O Vicar of Allah, they continued to urge me and tempt me 
to travel by vaunting the great gains and pruht to be obtained 
thereby till I said to diem, 'Needs must I fare w ith you for your 
sake!' Tlien I entered into a amtract of partnership with them 
and we chartered a ship and packing up .ill manner of predous 
stuffs and merchandise of every kind, freighted it therewith: after 
which we embarked in it all we needed and, setting sail from Bas^ 
sorah, launched out into the dashing sea, swollen with Hashing 
suige whercintci whoso cntereih is lone and lom and whence 
whi^ Cometh forth is as a babe new'bom. We ceased not sailing 
cn tih we came to a city of the dcies. w'here we sold and bought 
and made great cheape. Thence we wnent on to another place, 
and we ceased not to pass from land to land and port to port, 
selling and buying and prohting, till we had gotten us grtat wealth 
and much advantage. Presendy, we came to a mountain,' where 
the captain cast anchor and said to us, *0 passengers, go ye 
ashore; ye shall be saved from this day,~ and make search; it 
may be ye shall 6nd water,' So all landed I amongst the crowd, 
and dispersed about the island in search of water. As for me, I 
climbed to the top of the mountain, and whilst 1 went along. lo 
and behold! 1 saw a white snake fleeing and followed by a black 
dragon, foul of favour and fnghtful of form, body pursuing her. 
Presently he overtocjk her and dipping her, seised her by the head 
and wound his tail about her tail, ^^hereupon she cned out and 1 


1 ATih. i mnwnralnmrt LtJaaiit ler vd r, 

^ * 4 , yn ahull be EpAted thit JjyS miscne-^. Sec injr voL i. 314, md the 
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Aup Layiah wa Laylah. 


316 

knew tint h.c puipoeed to rape her. So 1 was moved to nith for 
her and taking up a lump of granite/ five pounds or more in 
wdghr, hurleu it at the dragon. It smote him on the bead and 
crushed it, and ere 1 knew, the white snake changed became 
a young girl bright with beauty and loveliness ana bnlliancy and 
perfect grace, as she were the shining full moon, who came up to 
me and kissing ray hands, said to me, ‘Allah veil thee with two' 
fold veils, one from shame in this world and the other from the 
(lame in the worfd to come on the day of die Great Upstanding, 
the day when neither wealth nor children shall avail save to him 
who shall come to Allah with a sound heart!’* * And pressidy 
slie continued, ‘O mortal, thou hast saved ray honour and I am 
bo thee for kindness, wherefore it behoveth me to requite 
thee/ So saying, she signed with her hand to the earth, which 
opened and she d^endra diereinto; then it dosed up again over 
her and by this I knew that she was of the Jinn. As for the 
dragon, fire was kindled in. him and consumed him and he became 
ashes. I marvelled at this and returned to my comrades, whom I 
acquainted with whatso I Had seen, and we passed the night in the 
idancL On the morrow the Captain weighed anchor and spread 
the Mik and coiled the ropes and we sailed till the shore faded 
from our gate. We fan^ on twenty days, without seeing or land 
or bird, our water came to an end and quoth the Biis to usj 
*0 folk, our fresh water is spent.' Quoth we, ‘Let us make for 
land; haply we shall find water/ But he exclaimed, ’By Allah, 
1 have lost my way and I know not what course will bring me to 
the seaboard.' Thereupon betided us sore chagrin and we wept 
and besought Almighty Allah to ^ide us into the right course. 
We passed diat ni^t in the sorriest case: but God'^ted is he 
who said, 

‘How many * niebi have I apent in woo * That would grissk the wcUiiiB'' 
with fail 


* Amb. **Sdwln*-"Sy^nife** (.griinitt) «}» ffini ifld other henT uooei- See 

toL (, 

* Kcinin Tm. Mole ire the Anb u mudi ptiied tn dijiecl &f pwcu^n 

u ficba^ ffpec withciut ihem th is no value to hi Mohanimcd, therefore^ 

inih chUilren m the tim thlngn wherevidi om of the iili oT ehk wwidp 

chdu|th they ue penretks tbms of die vfM w amc. 
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But nKjmwcd not pkmti ere to m£ dim ewne • ^Aidincfi ftm Atkh aiid 
victory ntai/* * 

But when the day arose in its diecn and ^nc, we caught sight of 
a high mountain and rejoiced therein. When we to its 
skirts, the Captain said to us, 'O folic, gp ashore and seek for 
water.* So we all landed and sought water but found none, 
whereat we were sote afflicted Erecauae we were suffering for 
want of it. As for me, [ dixnbed up to the mouncain'top 
and on the other side thereof 1 saw a spodous circle’ distant 
hrom us an hour's journey or more. Presently I called my coni' 
panions and as soon as they all rejained me, said to them 'Look 
at yonder basin behind this mountain; for I see therein a dty 
high of base and a strong'comered place girt with sconce and 
lampartry, pasturage and lea and doubtle^ it wanteth not water 
and good things. So hie we thither and fetch drink therefrom 
and buy what we ne^ of provisions, meat and fruit, and return.' 
But they said, *We fear lest the cfty^folk be Kafirs ascribing to 
Allah partners and enemies of The Faith and by hand on us and 
take us capdve or else slay us; so should we cause the loss of our 
own lives, haxdng cast ourselves mto destruction and evil emprise. 
Indeed, the proud and presumptuous are never praiseworthy, for 
that they ever fare in aanger of calamities, even as saith of such 
an one a certain poet, 

'Long as cartK ts earth, tong as sky is sky, * The o'erproud is bbmed tibo' 

from risk he flyf 

So we will not eicpose ourselves to perils' 1 replied, 'O folk, I 
have no authority over you; so I will take my brothers and go to 
yonder city,* But my brothers said to me. We also fear this 
thing and will not go with thee,* Quoth 1, ‘As for me, 1 am 
reson^ed to go thither, and I put my trust in Allah and accept 
whatsoever He shall decree to me. Do ye therefore await me, 

whilst! wend thither and rerum to you twain." “-And Shah' 

ratad peredv-ed the dawn of day and erased to say her permitted 
say. 


* An mbrnHtkrii ilrrmd from the Surat Natr (ca. 1) tjne &f the mim atRocting In the 
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She resumed, It hath reached me, O a^pldous that 

Abdullah said, ''Do ye twain await me whilst I wmd tnjther and 

return to you-"-I them and walked on dll I came to 

the gate of the place and saw it a dty of building wondmus and 
projection marveUouE, with boulevard? high-towering and towers 
fltrong'builded and palaces high-soaring. Its portals ^re ol 
Chinese iron, rarely gilded and graven on such wdse as confc^a<to 
the wit. 1 entered the gateway and saw the^ a stone b^ich, 
wheretju S 3 t a ni3ii bearing on ht^ fore^fm a chiin of brass, wher&' 
to hung fourteen keys; so 1 knew him to be the porter of the rity 
and that it had fourteen gates. 1 drew near him and said to 
him Tcace be w-ith thee!'; but he returned not my sakm and 
I saiuted him a second and a third rime; but he made me no 
reply. Then I hid my hand on his shoulder and said to him, 
‘Ho thou, why dost thou not return my salara? Art thou asleep 
or deaf or other than a iVloslon, tliat thou rcfreinest from ck- 
changing the salutation?" But he answered me not neither 
stirred; so I conadered him and saw that he was stone. Quo^ 
I, ‘Verily an admirable matter! This is a stone wToughren m 
the sembknee of a son of Adam and wanting in naught save 
speech r Then I left him and entering the city, bchdd a 
standing in the road; so I went up to him and scrutinised him 
and found him stone. Presently, as I waited sdctwn the broad¬ 
ways, and saw that this was every where the case, I met an old 
woman bearing on her head a bundle of clothes ready for washing; 
so 1 went up to her and examining her, saw that she was stone, 
and the bundle of clothes on her Head was stone also.^ Then I 
fared for the marker, where I saw an oilman with bis scales set 
up and fronted by various kinds of wares such as cheese and so 
forth, all of stone. Mtireover, I saw all manner of tradesmen 
seated in their shops and men and women and children, some 
standing and some sitting; but they were all stone; and the stuffs 
were like spiders' webs. I amused myself with looking upon 
them, and as often as 1 laid hold upon a piece of stuff, it powdered 
in my hands like dust dispread. Presently 1 saw some chests and 


* ThtM cMrtufTtd in rht “EJilrat Laiijf'i Tilled (toI. h where 
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Opening one of tliem, found it full of gold in bags; so I laid hold 
upon the bag^, but they crumbled away in my gtasp. whilst the 
gold abode unchanged. I carried off ol it what I could carry 
and said to myself, 'Were my brothers with me, Uiey might take 
of this gold their till and possess diemselves of these hoards which 
have no owner.’ Then I entered anotlier shop and found therein 
more than this, but could bear away no mote than I had borne. 
I left this market and went on to another and thence to another 
and another, much enjoying the si^t of all manner of creatures 
of various kinds, all several stones, even to the dogs and the cats, 
till I came to the gr-ltkiniths’ lia^ar, where I saw men sitting in 
their diops, with their stock'in'tmde about them, some in dieir 
hands and others in crates of wicker'work. When I saw this, O 
Commander of the Faithful, 1 threw down the ^Id and loaded 
myseU with goldsmiths* ware, as much as 1 could cany. Then 1 
went on to the jewd-markec and saw there the jewellers seated in 
their shops, each w'lth a tray before Itira, full of all sorts of precious 
stones, jacinths and diamonds and emeralds and balass rubies and 
SCI forth: but all the shop-keepers w'ere stones: whereupon I threw 
away the goldsmiths' ware and carried off as many jewels as I 
could carry, regretting that my brothers were not w'ith me, so they 
might take what they would of those costly gems. Then 1 left 
the jcwel'inarket and went on till I came to a great door, quaintly 
gild^ and decorated after the fairest fashion, within which were 
wooden benches and in the porch sat eunuchs, and body-guards; 
horsemen, and footmen and oScers of police each and every robed 
in the nchest of raiment; but they were all stones, i touched one 
of them and his clothes crumbled away from his body like cob¬ 
webs. Then I pissed throu^ the door and saw a palace without 
equal for its building and the goodliness of the works that were 
therein. Here 1 found an audience'chamber, full of Grandees and 
Wazirs and OlHcen; and Emirs, seated upon chairs and every one 
of them stone. Moreover, I saw a throne of red gold, crusted with 
pearls and gems, and seated thereon a son of Adam arrayed in 
the most sumptuous raiment and bearing on his head a Chosrban^ 
crown, diademed with the finest stones that shed a light like the 
I^ht of day; but, when I came up to him, J found him stone. 
TTen t went on to the gate of the Harim and entering, found 
myself in the Queen’s presence-chamber, wherein I saw a throne 


* Amlt. 'Taj Kinrwi," amdi a wm wwrn hy Ute Choanxs Kin^. Sec vul. i. 7S. 
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of red gold, inlaid with pearls and gems^ aiid the Que^ seated 
thereon. On her head she wore a crown diademed with finest 
jewels, and round about her were women like moons, seated upon 
chairs and dad in the most sumptuous clothing of all cobuis. 
There also the eunuchry, with thdr hands upon chdr breasts,* 
were standing in the attitude of sen-ice, and inde^ this hall 
confounded the beholder s w-its with what was therein of quaint 
gilding and rare painting and curious carving and fine furniture, 
%ere hung the most brillianc lustres' of limpid crystal, and in 
EVTiy gbbe^ of the crystal was an unique jewel, whose price 
money might not fulfil. So I threw down that which was w-ith 
me, O Prince of True Bdievers, and fell to taking of these jewels 
what I could carry, bewildered as to what 1 should bear away 
and what 1 should leave; for indeed I saw the place as it were 
a treasure of the treasures of the dries. Presently 1 espied a 
wicket* standing open and w'ithin it a staircase: so 1 entered 
and mounting forty steps, heard a human voice rearing the 
Koran in a low tone. I walked towards that sound rill T came 
to the main door hung witii a silken curtain, laced with wires of 
gold whereon were strung pearls and coral and rubies and cut 
emeralds w-hich gave forth a light like the light of stars. The 
voice came from behind the curtain: so I raised it and discovered 
a gilded door, whose beauty amazed the mind. I passed through 
the door and found myself vn a saloon as it were a hoard upon 
earth's surface* and therein a girl as she were the sun shining 
fullest sheen in the wmith of a serene. She was robed in the 
costliest of raiment and decked with ornaments the most precious 
that could be :ind withal she was of passing beauty and love^ 


fsiriiiliHT anii fiir-fKmicrl NbpcIeatiic pcKE^ with tilt %nnt crmscti over tks breoxtf 
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Uness, a mode! of sytnmetry and scemlinessj of elegance and 
perfect grace, with waist slender and hips heavy and dewy lips 
such as hea! the sick and eyelids lovely in their languor, as it were 
idle of whom the sayer spake when he said, 

'My best abm to whit that robe cnid5C3 of aymmetiy, • And what that 
bloonifig giith of cheek euguaida of iwy Hec; 

It (cemi aj though the PJdada depend upon her brow; • And other lights 
of Ni^ in knots upon tver hreast we sec: 

Did she but don a ganacnl weft of Rose's softsst leaf, • The leaf of Rose 
would draw ho- blood* when pludt that fruit from tiM: 

And ^d she criche in Ocean's face, noct Mom would see a change • To 
sweeter than the boneycamb of what was briny sa: 

And did she deign her favoura grant to grey-beaid Btaff^propped • He d 
wake and tend the linn's limbs for might and waliincy.'' 


Then Abdullah continued, '"O Prince of True Believeni as scon 
as I saw that girl I passionately in love with her and going 


* Oritistil vriten, InJun tuA Penjin, a* wtU m Arab, lay greaf Oi»* upoa 
iltllcMy of tht ikln of (he f*ir om* cekbrtied in didr worio. cMiwntly » 
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duit rtw drin of an EKtrtn beauty, iiadEr the Influence of cotufanl letJntion snd the 
*.T" r r T Tii inc (if cd®iin^ net ind rirc bjiih^ wpulil ih fittniu ft plttb ttf 

(cttBUTxiics* iuch It fRxdJ In fPjM mtwurt jiiwify ihe sccmLfiglv ^sctrmirii^t^r swtan^ta 
of ihaf iiD^ticikl tiijtdfitn, of which eht foUwTrig tnecdofc (qiwwd ^7 from 

thr hLitoriio Ec Tobtri) u m ■pecimen, Anlrtiiir ibft BibeV 
SdJunLm King of Penii CA-D. 22^242), ktnfijinwcccstfblir beneged FJ 

1 strong dty of McHpotmia bclongiuft to rhe pcitr Kjng F.j Saiira«fi, it Ittt ofctaLncd 
pmwian of it by dw maihrtj of iftc futfitT's diughitr NtotcK itoi miiinnl 
duj iwidfvg beeft d« pftec sttpuisictl hj hcc ^ the ^tnyaJ » him of the pUcc- U 
hflppenod iftenrirdi that* one niifhc, m die yrntble RnJcelt wid turRM^JT™ to 
dde b the bed, Ardcihl/ id«d he? rfhnE pfevenied her firom 

ncvcryei dept on e HMghcr bed thin that; t tod fomcrhmii lA tiw- He the M 

to be Chmn^, but »ht waj kUI tmiWe t!t dwp. Nc^ tfiwnuEttf, dse ewplain^ &!_ her 
Bdfi, enii on cJuunlfiattofl, m mjTtle-Jeaf wiii found tn e fdd of t « ifart; trum 

which it bed drmwn blood. Aitomihed Jii diU dramiMce, Anicfliiir her li ^W 4 e 
dnk thii hiuJ kept her iwaltr ani ahe replied in the effirmatutfc. h<^ 

"did y(Wf fithcr bfing ^ou up ?' Slic ‘He spread me - b^ nf wnn ind cl«I mo 

in ^ ind fed me wtH mwpw m-sm &nd rlic honer ™ ^JT 

wii« to drink.' QSuoth Atdcaiilr, TU HJftsc rctum ^ i l" 

kjodncsv fifsuld be mi4c much more rradiljf w me^ *nd nt ^ 

till of * h™, which pJbiped ^ with her ^nd killed kr/ h wdl be rcmenibefed 
the miriwinecaa, in the wtil-kllownCe™ pq|hibrtdc,ll ducove™! hy i mttiu^ 

D thdt isf the piVTtlc.ltif. 1 quuce thi* ciccUerit note rmm Mr, ( 1 * o^ 

regr^itJnt thut iunouiioji tGd not eoter into hit pl«i of productnB iTic JabHci 
Hindu itorr-teUcft « pfcenomcnd loftncsi of the ikin it x /im lee '»™ 

the Vftmpbi: (p. 2a5. ;t>f the mnrrdhuft ddlcMrr of ihtir ); md the Talc of the 

S^bixitt might be rdFciTod to La tht lines ^veti nbott- 
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straight up to her, found her seated on a high couch, recitine by 
heart and in graceful memory the Boot of Allah, to whom bdong 
honour and glory I Her voice was lite the harmony of the ^tes 
of Heaven, wfsen Rizwan openeth them, and die words came irom 
her lips like a shower of gemsi whilst her face was with beauty 
dight, bn^t and blossom white, even as saith the poet of a similar 
si^i, 

’O thou who gladdcnest duh by speech sod rarest qtulity; * Grow longing 
aivii repine for thee and grow beyond dilutee! 

In thcc two tilings ccmsiimc iJisl mdt the \'Otaric^ of Love; • The dokst aong 
id David )uinetl with Jt)ae(ih'3 bdlliincy.' 


When I heard her voice cf melody redting the sublime Koran, my 
heart quoted from h^r killing glances, 'Peace, a word from a com- 
passionating Lord;’^ but 1 stammered" in my speech and ouutdl not 
say the safem-salutation aright, for ray mind and sight were 
confounded and I was become as saith the bard, 

'LcA'C'Ionging me nor ciapt to crip in speech o’er free; * Nor, save to 
abed ray blood f passed the campment'A boumkiy; 

1 tte'er will hear a word frisn those wlio lovt to rail, but 1 * Will testify 
to love of him with every word of me ‘ 


Then 1 hardened myself against the horrors of repine and said to 
her. ‘Peace he witlt thee, O noble Lady, and treasured jcwell 
Allah grant endurance to the foundation of thy fortune fair and 
upraise the pillars of thy glory rare!' Said ^e, ‘And on thee 
from me be peace and salutation and high honour. O Abdullah, O 


^ '^{551 Indeed Jpygrt» iMl thif day an- the of F^ro^iiein ihch cmplo7> (SG) tn 
tli»de»t on hTiiIil patitht» srcfifiSiiSf th^v iitti tiietr wireiT (57) Fraifs fetave ihir ibcidsl 
and wIktEao ijitif rfcMha. r50) ^PcBUcel' ihuH lie *. worsl fnim * cnnspa^itaBarini! LorL" 

KoTAn n^ravi. S5-SH, rhe frtmniA CtiPfpr. “Vii Sfns* rnoat fdiictreti Mfiikfni 

hf jisit*. ScT Viu i9r IniiiMmin Pa ptoofailijitr^iflfcwii Uui tht MiMilcm P^ri.ike 
II trat wMlr 1 mny qacite, “Ko wmttiii whai coolrh of tTic eye* n rt^rvafi 

(Gir fhe fDod) in rffnmtiesiic of ^Karaii Iwc. t7), Tht of eiRAg, 

iinj coi;njJ*tin^| wlucEi ^ilr- KiTijrava (Anbitif L 3^65} cstll crtrlMtin^ tyralhtl 
benreen forty nkatial «th pre^dieit mJely to ftit gnfT nf hitmanilT 

vhidi cun iir^cnfand ajul.spprtciiti nfllr tha |jieaiiurti of th^ flcili. To uik cif tpjfitiiiil 
joy-j hcfOJT the Soda win wouLI hwc been a c^cn as h wauLI tie w the roueh* of 

Our gtcul citiev. 

^ Aral I Ht-^wsTHnij itnniif the moutli when cjmHfj hcntr tpeikina 

Iniirdcutiirely^ belnf con}{ue-^dcdp larttaiugf c^. 
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son of Fadl! Well cctne and ’welooine and fair u^lcome to thee, 
O dearJing mine and coolth of mine ejme!' Rejoined I, “O my 
kdy, whence wottest thou my name and who arc thou and what 
case bcfel tlie people of this city, that they are become stones? 1 
would have thee ctU me the truth of the matter, for indeed 1 am 
admiring at this city and its citizens and that I have found none 
alive therein save tb>'seh. So, Allah upon thee, tell me the cause 
of all this, according to the truth!’ Quoth she, 'Sit* O Abdullah, 
and Insliallah, 1 will talk with thee and acquaint thee in fuU with 
the facts of niy case and of this place and its oeople: and there is 
no Majesty and there is no Might save in Allan, the Glorious, the 
Great!’ ^ I sat me down by her side and she said to me, 'Know, 
O Abdullah, (may Allah have mercy on thee!) that I am the 
daughter of the King of this dty and that it is my sire whom thou 
sawesc seated on the high stead in the and those who are 

round about him were the Lords of his land and the Guards of his 
empery* He was a King of exceeding prowess and hat! under his 
hand a thousand thousand and sixty thousand troopers. Tlie 
number of the Emirs of his Empire w-as four-and'twenty thousand, 
all of them Go\’emf>ra and Dimiitaries. fie was obeyed by a 
thousand cities, besides towns, hamlets and \‘illa^; and sconces 
and citadels, and the Emirs' of the wild Arabs under his hand were 
a thou^nd in number, each commanding twenty thousand horse. 
Moreover, he had monies and treasures and precious stones and 
jewels and things of price, such as eye never saw nor of which ear 

ever heard.' ”-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


GQIjtn tt tf)c Jlinr Sjtinbctb aiib Cightp-tilirb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that ihe Princ^ 
daughter to the King of the Stonc'city, thus continued, "Verily, 
O AlxluUah my father had monies and hoards, such as eye never 
saw and of which ear nev'cr heard. He used to dcbel Kings and 
do to death champions and braves in batde and in the field of 
light, so that the Conquerors feared him and the Chosroes^ 


■ The cfasslfiil “PhTlwrh*," who he! tlw! Biwlrtria. 

ijuaui-nilcn of Syria) ind ihe '■AhaMiih" tChciww-king* of 

Fcmaj. 
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bumbled tbemselves to him. For iiU this, be was a miscreant in 
creed ascribing to Allah partnership and aduruig idoEa, instead of 
the Lord of worship; and all bis troops were of images fain in lieu 
of the AlLbnowing Sovereign. One day o( the days as he sat on 
the throne 0 / his Kingship, compassed about with the Grandees of 
his realm,, suddenly there came in to him a Personage, whose face 
illtimined the whole Divan with its light, hly father looked at him 
and saw him clad in a garb of green/ tall of stature and with 
hands that reached beneath his knees. He was of reverend aspect 
and awesome and the light* * shone from his face. Said he to my 
sire, 'O rebel, O idolater, how long wdt thou take pride in wor^ 
shipping idols and abandoning the service of the AU'knowing 
King? Say, ‘I testify that there is no god but the Gtxl and that 
Mohamm^ is His serv^t and His messenger,’ And embrace 
AJdsIam, thou and thy tribe; and put away from you the worship 
of idols, for they neither suffice man's need nor intercede. None 
is worshipful save Allah alone, who raised up the heavens without 
oolumns and ^read out rhc earths like carpets in mercy to His 
creatures,'* Quoth my father, ’Who art thou, O man who 
rejectest the worship of idols, that thou sayst thus? Feajrest thou 
not that tlie idok w'iU be wroth with thee?' He replied, The 
idols are stones; their anger cannot prejudice me nor their favour 
profit me. So do thou set in my presence thine ido! which thou 
adorest and hid all thy folk bring each his image: and when they 
are ail present, do ye pray them to be wroth with me and 1 will 
pray my Lord to be wroth with them, and ye shall descry the 
dilTcrence between the anger of the creature and that of the 
Creator. For your idok, ye fashioned them yourselv© and the 
Satans dad themselves therewith as with clothing, and they it is 
who spate to you from within the bellies of the images,* for your 
idols are made and the maker is my God to whom naught is impos' 
Bible. An the True appear to youi, do ye follow it, and if the False 
appear to you do ye leave it.' Cried they, 'Give us a proof of thy 


*Ttij» ihn^s (Md wc presentJT iddl that riw inmidcr wm Al-StiSat, the "GTwn 
hfr vat 175 . 

^ Mh of (Ajirjtticin supposed rugate from ill Phjpilecin flsp. from MohjtmtMfll. 

*Th™ fuj EFFuU wh'pth liu ocoirrcd from tht begicintag (vol. IJ it cEwndailr Konmet 

SeeChipt. Ur II-I9 nM pasaam* 

*ThEi tfidt qf ihe pftdi hlddrn- within the Irniifte msty dare tram the fUt* af the too] 
toil wpj i fAvinirtEir in InJlAt opcnEdly at the ihrioe of Sornniuth 
the MowufiiK!, AEcj^ndj Aph.ro»l'tc, m- 
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god, that we may see it;’ anti qiiotli he, ’Give me proof of your 
gods." & the King bade ever)' one who worshipp^ his lord in 
image-form to bring it, and all the armies brought their idols to 
the Divan, Thus fared it with them; but as for me, 1 was sitting 
behind a curtain, whence 1 could looh upon my facer's Divan, and 
1 h ad an idol of emerald whose bigness was as the bigness of a 
eon of Adam. My father demanded it, so 1 sent it to the Divan, 
whete they set it down beside that of my sire, which was of 
jadnth, whilst the Wazir's idol was of diamond.* As for those of 
the Grandees and Notables, some were of balass-ruby and some 
of camdian, others of coral or Comorin alocsrwood and yet others 
of rfjony or silver or gpld; and each had his owm idol, after the 
measure of his conipctEnoc; whilst the idols of the common 
soldiers and of the people were some of granite, some of wixxl, 
some of pottery and some of mud; and all were of various hues 
yellow and red; green, black and white. Then said the Personage 
to my sire, ‘Pray your idol and these idols to be wroth with me,' 
So they ahgned the idols in a Divan," setting my fathers idol 
on a chair of gold at the upper end, with mine by its side, and 
ranking die others each according to the condition of him w’ho 
owned it and worshipped it. Then my father arose and prostrat¬ 
ing himself to his own idol, said to it, 'O my god, thou art the 
Bountiful Lord, nor is there among the idols a greater than 
thyself. Thou lowest that this person cometh to me, attacking 
thy divinity and making mock of thee; yea, be avoucheth t^t 
be hath a god stronger than thou and ordereth us leave adoring 
Aee and adore his god. So be thou wrath with him, O my god!’ 
And he went on to supplicate the idol; but the idol returned him 
no reply neither bespoke him with aught of speech; whereupon 
quoth he, ‘O my god, thb is not of thy wont, for thou usedst to 
answer me, when 1 addressed thee. How comech it that I sec 


* Artb. ■'A:Eni!i’'-Gr. MsiflJi. Tn opponilion m ihc Icame^ 

1 Iiflld thst tlic mtrint! of rlie di.mnnd U of Trrf *ncter»i aitr. Mf - W. M ilmxkrt I a™ 
me Pyr.m5.H «tKl T«Tn{4i;A of IxmAmi Rclif imd T^r, i*«41 

htvt thiKOuphk drtrtt.Bthc<j list fnsalts ind unficti, iht fital* *tul ftnn« the 

Un,*’ ■id «|ip ra»y be viid to Bss« m»cd mcJimiiicnr w rtiilc of i fine art, Wieve* 

dwi the Etitiiie i»nie» ofoU *uch =* that of Kbufii fCHcopsi in the Bubk 

were drilltit by mum of .4tlnr™nt ictli >» (lib. t.l ibat IbJi.ju btoiyhi 

pnrk und di Jnond. to tbt piore™™* of PtcJemn PKatJrlphu,: inil tfu* eusDeH. ft.tt.nB. 

u rKSlhlniE CiM Iht Ic« than the uncut itnnc. 

* U. « if they were hcJdinB • the Kins'* idol w. *e Siulr or pt«c nl honour 

nod tile orhen rin^sd nbout It in their rertral r»n^ 
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thee silent and speaking not? Art thou unheeding or asleep?' 
Awake; suceour me and speak to me!' And he shook it 
his hand; hut it spake not neither stirred from its stead, Therc' 
upon quoth the Personage, 'What aileth thine idol that it spe^th 
not? ; and quoth the hdethinks he is ahseot*minded or 

asleep/ Exclaimed the other, 'O enemy of Allah, how canst 
thou worsliip a god that speaketh not nor avmleth unto aught 
and not wor^p tny God, who to prayers deigns assent and who is 
ever present and ne%'er absent, neither unht^ding nor sleeping, 
whom conjecture may not ’ween, who eeetli and is not seen and 
who over ail things terrene is omnipoLetu? Thy god is powerless 
and cannot guard itself Irora harm; and indeed a stoned Satan 
had clothed himself therewith as with a ccat that He might de- 
bauch thee and delude thee. But now hath its devil departed; so 
do thou worship AlkUi and testify tliat thme is no god but He 
that none is w'orshipful nor worshipworth but Himself; neither is 
aoy good but His good. As for this thy god, it cannot 
^^urd hurc ifom it; so luw sbiJI ie wErd off hErni frotH thee? 
Sec with thine own o'cs its impotence.' So saying, he went up 
to the idol and dealt it a cuff on the neck, that it fell to the ground; 
nmereupem the king waxed wroth and cried to the bystanders, 
Tnis froward athdst hath siaitocn my god. Slay him'' So 
they ^uld have arisen to smite him, but none of them could stir 
tr^ his piace, Then he propounded to them Al'Islam; but they 
refused CO l«^iae Moslems and he said. *1 will show you the 
wmch of my Quoth i^. ^Lit us see it!’ So be spmd out 
ins hands ,ind sard, O tny God and my Urd, Thou m my stay 
and my hoj^; answer T^ou my prayer against these kwj folk, 
whi^t of Thy good and worship other gods. O Thou the Truth, 
O Thou of AU-might, O Creator of Day and Night, I beseech 
ihee to turn thear people into stones, for Thou art the Puissant 
nor IS aught impossible to Thee, and Thou over all things am om¬ 
nipotent And Allah crad. 5 formed the people of this city into 
stones; out, as for me, when 1 saw the manifest proof of His deity, 


wfiU «« nfrthuklr barbed fnom tlis fiutsfi gf Flijih tn dii pritrti nf R;iiit 
Kiflgi 17). Both Jew, W wiilbdy nrinnMt tL grnmf ,:rcTlMm«e 

1 ^ »h»dl iru m Arve 11 % ICcblnh en? dirEcHcn iif pi-nlfr mr! J!> fthtn-t Uim vhirlj 

^ P«t*fWat*d I'lf .w .tc: nj,-„ 
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I subtDined myself to Him and was saved from that which, bdel 
the rest. Then the Personage drew near me and said ’Felicity* 
was foreordained of Allah to thee and in this a purpose had He/ 
And he went on to instruct me and 1 tfwk unto him the oath 
covenant.^ 1 was then seven years of aee and am now thirty 
years old- Then said I to him. 'O my lord, all that is in the 
dty and all its citizens are become stones by thine effectual prayer, 
and I am saved, for that I embraced Al'lslam at thy hands. 
Wherefore thou art become my Shaykh; so do thou tell me thy 
name and succour me with thy security and provide me with 
provision whereon I may subsist/ Quoth he, ‘My name is Abu 
al'*Abbas al-Khkr ; and he planted me a pomegranatC'tiee, 
which forthright grew up and toliaged, flowered and fruited, and 
bare one pomegranate; whereupon quoth he, ‘Eat of that where' 
with Allah the Almighty provideth thee and worship Him with 
Ac wonhip which is His due.* Thenhe taught me Ac tenets of Al- 
Islam arid Ae canons of prayer and Ac way of worahip, together 
with ihe recital of the Koran, and I have now worshipped Allah 
in this pl^ Aree-and'twenty years. Each day Ac tree yieldcth 
me a pHnegranate which I eat and it sustaineth me from tide to 
tide; and every Friday, Al-Khur (on whom be peace!) comcA 
to nic and ‘tis he who acquainted me wi A Ay name and ^ve me 
Ae glad tidings of Ay soon coming hiAcr, saying to me, ‘Whm 
he shall come to thee, entreat him with honour and obey his 
biddiogand gainsay Kim not; but be Aou to him wife and he shall 
be to tlwa* tnan, and wend with him wKiAerso he will. So, when 
I saw I knew Aee and suA is Ae story of this city and of 

its people, and Ae Peace!* *’-^“Then Ae showed me the pome- 

gnunate tree, whereon was one granado, whiA shettwkandeatmg 
otie'half Aeieof herself, gave me Ae other to eat, imd never did 1 
taste aught sweeter or more savoury or more satisf 3 nng than that 
pomsgianate. After this, I said to her, ‘Art thou content, even 
as the Shaykh Al'Khizr charged Aee, to be my wife and take me 
to fnatg ‘ and art thou ready to go wiA me to my own country 
and abide wiA me in Ae city of Bassorah?' She replied. Yes, 
Inshallah: an it please Almighty AHA. I hearken to Ay word 


• Af«v. "Ba’iditi ” -wmWIy pnwtKri (y futv* han"”*^ 

wi d-Mfsik" tke rroth pledged between the Murid w ippr«titi«>- 
Oirwervb »nd the Sh»^fch or Ma«ct-D^fwajrih fauirHns the f«iHct lo impScit aboftienec 
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and obey thy hest without gainpying.' Then 1 made a binding 
covenant with her and she earned me into her father s neasury, 
whence we took what we could carry and going forth that o^, 
walked on till we came to my brothere, whom I f<^d s^ctog 
forme. Thej-asked,'Where hast thou been? Indeed thou hast 
tarried long from us, and our hearts w'ere troubled And 

rhp captain of the ship said to me, O merchant AbduJhu^ the 
wind hath been fair for us this great while, and thou hast mder^ 
US from setting sail' And 1 answered, ‘There is no harm in 
that; aftriines slow* is surc iind Piy absence hath wrou^t ^ 
naught but advantage, for indeed, there hath betided me merein 
the attainment of our hopes and God'gift^ is he who said, 

*I weet not, whenas to a land I far? *• In <|iiesl ef good, what I dwll there 

Or ^UiYfare with sole desire to aeek; * Or loss that «edceth me when Mtk 
I gain.' 

Then said I to them, 'See what hath fallen to me in this mine 
absence^' and displayed to them all that was with me of treasures 
and told them what 1 had beheld in the City of Stone, adding, 
‘Had ye hearkened to me and gone with me, ye ^d gonm of 
these things grciit ——‘And SHshrazsd pcrccivEd th€ dswn 

of day and ceased to aay her pennitted Bay . 


ffifjcn Lt t&c ^ine anh eigrtjtp-foucti) 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
Abdullah bin Faztl said to his shipmates and to 1^ two brothers, 
“Had ye gone with me, ye had gotten of these things great gain. 
But they said, “By Allah, bad w'c gone, we had not dared to go 

m to the King of the city!”-“Then I said to mv brothers, 

‘No harm shall befal youi for that which I have will suffice us 
all and this is our lot.’^ So I divided my booty into four pans 
according to our number and gaAi'e one to each of my brothers and 
to the (^ptafn, taking the fourth for myself, setting aside some' 
what for the servants and sailors, who rejoiced and blessed met 


‘ Af»h. *T»akhtr" lit. p<Mt(!OBenwnt mennitig wttnm witk ilclibetmlii>n ■« epp^i^ 
■» "JVl*!” pfEtiiiitate ■ctlnii con^mndl ifi the Konn l#v. 3S. 

» Ij. 1 have bccA ludi? cnoush TO g«t thi» And we wiU ili»re it Mnonsrt 
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and all were conicnt ^vith what I gave them, save my brothers 
who changed countenance and rolled their eyes. J perceived 
that lust ot lucre bad gotten hold of them both; so 1 said to thcnit 
‘O my brothers, methinketh what 1 have given you doth not 
sadsfy you; but we are brothers and there is no dllfenmce between 
us. My good and yours are one and the same thing, and if I die 
none whll inherit of me but you.* And I went on to soothe them. 
Then 1 bore the Princess on board the galleon and lodged her in 
the cabin, where 1 sent her somewbar to eat and we sat talking, 1 
and my brothers. Said they, *0 our brother, what wilt thou do 
with t^t damsel of surpassing beauty?' And 1 replied, '1 mean 
to contract maTnage with her, as soon as I reach Bassotah and 
make a splendid 'wedding and go in to her there.' Exclaimed 
one of them, 'O my brot^r, v^y, this young bdy excdlcth in 
b^uty and loveliness and the love of her i$ fallen on my heart; 
wherefore I desire thou give her to me and 1 will espouse 
her.' And the other cried, T too desire this: give her to me, 
that I may espouse her.* 'O my brothers,' answered I, ‘indeed 
she took of me an oath and a covenant that 1 w'OuU many her 
myself; so, if I give her to one of you, 1 shall be false to my oath 
and to the covenant between me and her, and haply she will be 
broken'heaxted, for she came not with me but on condition that 1 
marry her. So how can I wed her to other than myself? As for 
your both loving her, I love her more than you twain, for she is 
my tieasune'trove, and as for my giving her to one of you, that is 
a thing which may not be. But, if wc reach Bassorah in safety, 1 
will look you out two girls of the best of the damsels of Bassorah 
and demand them for you in marriage and pay the dower of my 
own monies and make one wedding and we will all three go into 
our brides on the gime night. But leave ye this damsel, for she is 
of my portion.’ They hmd their peace, and I thought they were 
content with that which I had said. Then we fared onwards for 
Bassorah, and e\'erjr day 1 sent her meat and drink; but she came 
not forth of the cabin, whilst I slept between my brothers deck. 
^Ve sailed thus forty days, tiU we sighted Bassorah city and 
rejoiced that we were come near it. Now I trusted in my brothers 
and was at my ease with them, for none know^eth the hidd^ future 
save Allah the Most High; so I lay down to sleep that night; but, 
as I abode drowned in slumber, I suddenly found myself cai^t 
up by these my brothers, one aetriog me by the legs and the other 
by the arms, for they had taken counsel together to drown me in 
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the sea br the sake of the damsel. Whra I saw m thcj 

hands, i said to them, ’O my brothers, why do ye this with me. 
And ^ey replied, ‘Ui'brcd that thou art, wUt thou ^er our 
affection for a girl?; we will cast 

this.' So saying, they threw me overhoard. (Here AbduUati 
turned to the dogs and said co them, "Is this that! have smd true 
O my brothers or not?'* *; and they bowed their hea^ fell a- 
whining, as if confirming his speech; whereat the aUph -^rt' 
dered) Then Abdullah resumed, “O Commander of the Fajthf^ 
when they threw me into the sea, 1 sank to the bottom; but the 
water bore me up again to the surface, and beiorc I could think, 
behold a great bird, the bigness of a man, swooped dojro upon me 
and snatching me up, fiew up with me into upper air. I famted and 
when i opened my eyes, I found myself in a strotig-pillaried pla^, 
a hieh'builded palace, adorned with magnificent pamtings and 
pendants of gems of all shapes and hues. Therein were (bm»ls 
^ding with their hands crossed over thdr breasts and, heboid m 
their midst was a lady seated on a throne of red gold, set vyim 
pearls and gems, and clad in apparel whereon no mor^ might 
open his eyes, for the lustre of the jew^ wherewith they were 
decked. About her waist she wore a girdk of jwels no money 
could pay their worth and on her head a th^-fold tiara daa^ 
thought and wit and dazzling heart and sight. Then the birt 
which bad carried me thither shook and became a 
bright as sun raying light. I fixed my eyes her and behold, it 
was she whom I had seen, in snake form on the mountain and had 
rescued from the dragon which had wound his tan her. 

Then said to her the lady who sat upon the throng Why ^ 
thou brought hither this mortal?’; and she replied, *0 my mother, 
this is he who was the means of veiUng ray honour among 
the maidens of the Jinn.* Then tpjoth she to me, Knowrat thou 
who I am?'; and quoth I, 'No.* Said she, *I am she who wm 
on such a mountain, where the black dragon sttave wth me and 
would have forced my honour, but thou slcwe^ him, . 

*I saw but a white snake with the dragon.’ She rejome^ 
"Tis I who was the -white snake : but T am the laughter of the 
Red King, Sovran of the Jann and my name is Sa'idah.* She who 
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sitteth there is my mother and her name is Mubarakah, wife of the 
Red iCii^. The black dragon who attacked me and would have 
done away my honour was Watir to the Black King, Darffl by 
name, and he was foal of favour. It chanced that he saw me and 
fell ih love with me; so he sought me in marriage of my sire, who 
sent to him to say, ‘Who art thou, O scum of Wazirs, that 
thou shouldst wed with Kings' daughters?' Whereupon he 
was wroth and sware an oath that he would assuredly do away 
my honour, to spite my father. Then be fell to tracking my 
steps and following me whitheraoever 1 went, designing to 
ravish me; wherefore there befel between him and my parent 
mighty fierce wars and bloody jars, but my sire could not prevail 
against him, for that he was fierce as fraudful and as often as 
my father pressed hard upon him and seemed like to conquer 
he would escape from him, till my sire was at his wits end. 
Every day I was forced to take new form and hue; for, as often as 
I assumed a shape, he w'ould assume its contrary, and to whateo' 
ever land I fled he would snuff my fragrance and follow me 
thither, so that I suffered sore affliction of him. At last 1 took 
the form of a snake and betook myself K) the mountain where 
thou sawest me: whereupon he changed himself to a <^gon and 
pursued me, till 1 fell into his hands, when he strove with me 
1 struggled with him, till he weaned me and mounted me, meaning 
to have his lustful will of me; but thou earnest and smote him 
with the stone and slewcst him. Then I returned to my own 
^ape and showed myself to thee, saying, T am inddMed to thee 
for a service such as is not lost save with the son of adultery. * So, 
when I saw thy brothers do with thee this treachery and throw 
thee into the sea, I hastened thee and saved thee from destnic' 
tion, and now honour is due to thee from my mother and my 
father/ Then she said to the Queen, ‘O my mother, do diou 
honour him as deser\'eth he who saved my virtue. So the 
Queen said to roe, '^^dcome, O mortal! Indeed thou hast done 
us a kindly deed which meriteth honour.* Rresendy she ordered 
me a trcasurc'suit,* worth a mint of money, and store of gems and 
precious stones, and said, “Take him and carry lum in to the 
King.* Accordingly, they carried me into the Kmg in his Divan, 
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where I found him seated on his throne, with his Mmds and 
guajrds before him; and when 1 saw him my sight was blrat for 
that which was upcm him of jewels; but when he saw me, he rose 
to his feet and all his ofEcers rose also, to do him worship,^ Toot 
J ijg saluted me and w'elcomed me and entreated me with the 
utmost honour, and gave me of that which was wjth him of 
thmgs; after which he said to some of his followers. Take him 
and carry him back to my daughter, that she may restore him to 
the place whence she broufibt him* So they carried lae back to 
the Lady Sa'idah, who took me up and flew away with me and 
my treasures. On this wise fared it with me and the Pnnee^; 
but as regartfe the Captain of the galleon, he was aroused by the 
splash of my fall, when my brothers cast me into the sea, and 
said, 'What is that which hath fallen overboard?' Whereupon 
my brothers fell to weeping and beatiiig of breasts and replied, 
‘Alas, for our brother's loss! He thot;ght to do his need over 
the ship s side* and fdl into the water!* Then they laid their 
hands on my good, but there befd dispute between them because 
of the damsel, each saying, 'None shall have her but I. And 
they abo^ jangling and wrangling each with other and re' 
manbered not their brother nor hj's downing iimd their mourning 
for Idtn cea^. As they were thus, behold Sa'idah alighted wiui 

me in the midst of the g^n,"-And Shahrar^id perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 
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She pursued. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that 
Abdullah bin Faail continued, “As they were thus, behold, 
^'idah alighted with me in the midst of the galleon and when 
my brothers saw me, they embraced me and rejoiced in me, 
saying, ’O our brother, how hast thou fared in that which befd 
thee? Indeed our bcatts have been occupied with thee.' Quoth 
Sa'idah, ‘Had ye any heart-yearnings for him or had ye loved 
him, ye had not cast him into rhe sea; but choose ye now what 
d?a th ye will die.' Then she seised on them and would have slain 
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them; but they cried out, saying, ‘In thy safeguard, O our 
brother!’ Thcrcupcm T mteroeded and said to h^, *I claim of 
thine honour not to bll my brothers.’ C^ioth she, There is no 
help but that 1 slay them, tor they art ttaitore.’ But I ceased not 
to speak her fair and conciliate her ciU she said, To oontent thee, 
1 will not kill them, but 1 will enchant them.' So saying, she 
brought out a cup and filling it with sea-waicr, pronounced over it 
words that might not be understood; then saying, 'Quit this 
human shape for the shaK of a dog;’ she sprinkl^ them with 
the water, and immediately they were transmewed into dogs, as 
thou seest them, O Vicar of All^." Whereupon he turned to the 
dogs and said to them, “Have 1 spoken the truth, O my brotbers?" 
And they bowed their heads, as they would say, ‘Thou hast 
qiofcen sooth," At this he continued, “Then she said to those 
who were in the galleon, ‘Know ye that Abdullah bin Fazil 
present is become my brother and I shall visit him once or twice 
every day: so, whoso of you crosseth him or gainsay^ his 
bidding or doth him hurt with hand or tongue, I will do with him 
even as I have done with these two traitors and bcspell him to a 
dog, and he shall end his days in that form, nor shall he find 
ddiverince.' And they all said to hei, 'O our lady, we are 1^ 
slaves and his servants every one of us and will not disobey him 
in aught.' Moreover, she said to me, ‘When thou comest to 
Bassorah, examine all thy property and if there lack aught thereof, 
tell me and I will bring it to thee, in whose hands and in what 
place soever it may be, and will d^ge him who took it into a 
dog. When thou hast magazineJ thy goods, clap a collar* of 
wnxd on the neck of each of these tw'o traitors and tie them to the 
leg of a couch and shut them up by themselves. Moreover, every 
night, at midnight, do thou go down to them and beat each of 
them a bout till he swoon away; and if thou suffer a single night 
to pass without beadng them, I will come to thee and drub thee a 
sound drubbing, after which I wnll drub them.' And I answered, 
To hear is to obey.' Then said she, Tie them up wdth ropes 
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till thou come to Bassorah,’ So I tied a rope about each doj^ 
neck and lashed them to the tnast, and she went her way. On 
the nioiTow we entered Bassorah and the merchants ^nie out to 
meet me and saluted me, and no one of them eiKjuired of my 
brotherc. But they looked at the dogs and said to me. Ho. 
such and such,’ what wilt thou do with these two dogs ^ou hast 
brought with thee?* Quoth I, *I reared them on this voy^e 
and have brought them home with me,' And they laughed at 
them, knowing not that they were my brothers. When 1 rrached 
my hotisc, I put the twain in a clo^ and busied myself all that 
night with the unpacking and disposition of the bales of stuffs and 
jewels. Moreover, the merchants were with me being minded to 
offer me the salam; whetefore I was occupied with them and 
forgot to beat the dogs or chain them up. Then without doing 
them aught of hurt, i lay down to sleep, but suddenly and im^ 
expectedly there came to me the Red King s daughter Sa tdah 
and said to me, ’Did 1 not bid thee dap chaim on their ne^ and 
give each of them a bout of beating?' So saying, she seised me 
and pulling out a whip, flogged me [ fainted away, after which 
she went to the place where my brothers were and w'ith the same 
scourge beat them both till they came nigh upon death. Then 
said ^e to me, ’Beat eawds of them a like bout every night, and 
if thou let a night pass without doing this, I will beat theef and 
I replied. ‘O my lady, to-morrow 1 will put chains on thdr necks, 
and next night I will beat them nor will I leave them one night 
unbeaten.' And she charged me strictly to beat them and cHs' 
appeared. When the morning morrowed it being no light matter 
for me to put fetters of iron on their necks, I went to a goldsmith 
and bade him make them collars and chains of gold. He did this 
and 1 put the collars on their necks and chained them up, as she 
bade me: and next night I beat them both in mine own despite. 
This bcfel in the Caliphate of Al Mahdi,* third of the sons of 
Al'Abbas, and I commended myself to him by sending him 
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presents, so he invested me with the government and made me 
viceroy ot Bassorah. On this wise I abode some time and a/ter a 
whdc 1 said to myself, ‘Haply her w-rath is grown cool;' and 
left them a night unbeaten, whereupon she came to me and beat 
me a bout whose burning 1 shall never forget Jong as I live. So, 
from that time to this, I have never left them a single night 
un^ten during the leagn of Al-Mahdi; and when he deceased 
and thou earnest to the succession, thou sen^ to me, coniinmng 
me in the government of Bassorah. These twelve years past have 
1 beaten them every night, in mine own despite, and after 1 have 
beiten them, 1 excuse myself to them and comfort them and give 
them to eat and drink: and they have remained shut up, nor did 
any of the creatures of Allah know of than, till thou ^test to me 
Abu Tfibalf the boon-companion, cm account of the tribute, and he 
discovered my secret and returning to thee, acquainted thee 
therewith. Then thou sentest him back to fetch me and them; 
so 1 answered with ‘Hearkening and obedience,' and brought 
them before thee, whereupon thou questionedst me and 1 told 
thee the truth of the case; and this is my history/* The Caliph 
marvelled at the case of the two dogs and said to Abdullah, 
“Hast thou at this present forgiven thy two brothers the wrong 
they did thee, yea or nay?“ He replied, O my lord, may Allah 
forgive them and acquit them of responsibility in this w-orld and 
the next? Indeed, ‘tis I who stand in need of their fotgiveness, 
for that these twelve years past I have h^ten them a grievous 
bout every night!” Rejoined the Caliph, ‘ O Abdullah, Inshallah. 
I will endeavour for their release and that they may become men 
again, as they were before, and I will make peace between thee 
and them; so shall you Uve the rest of your lives as brothers 
loving one another; and like as thou hast forgiven them, so shall 
they forgive thee. But now take them and go down with them to 
thy lodging and this night beat them not, and to-morrow there 
shall be naught save weal.” Quoth Abdullah, 0 my lord, as 
thy head Iiveth, if I leave thern one night unbeiten, Sa tdah^ WTjl 
come to me and beat me, and I have no body to brook beating. 
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Quoth the Caliph, “Fear nut, for 1 will give thee a writing untkr 
my hand.' An ihe come to thee, do thou give her the paper and 
TV hen she read it, she spare thcc, tl\c favour will 
but, if she obey not my bidding, cotnmit thy business to Amh and 
let her beat thee a bout and suppose that thou hast torgotten to 
beat them for one night and that she beatech thee because of 
and if it fall out thus and she t]iw;irt me, as sure as 1 am Com' 
mandet of the Faithful, 1 will be even with her,*' Then he 
her a letter on a piece of paper, t\vo fingeis broad, and rfng it 
with his sjgnet'nng, gave jt to Abdull;^, saying, “O AlwuU^ if 
Sa'idah come, to her, The Cauph, King of mankind, hath 
commanded me to leave beating them and hath written me this 
letter for thee; and he saiuteth thee.with the salam.’ Then give 
her the warrant and fear no harm.” After which he exacted of 
him an oath and a solemn pledge that he w'ould not beat them. 
So Abdullah txxik the dogs and carried them to his lodging, 
saying to himself, "I wonder what the Caliph will do with the 
daughter of the ^vran of the J inn, if she cross him and trounce 
me tcMiightf But I will bear with a bout of bearing for once and 
leave ray brotliers at this night, though for their soke 1 suffer 
torture.*' Then he bethought himself awhile, and liis reason said 
to him, "Did not the Caliph rely on some great support, he had 
never forbidden me from beating them." ^ he entered his 
lodging and doffed the collars from the dogs' necks, saying, "I 
put ray trust in Allah,” and fell to comforting them and saying, 
"No harm shall befal you; for the Cahph, fifth* of the sons of 
Al'Abbas, hath pledged himself for your deliverance and 1 hai^ 
forgiven you. An it please Allah the Most High, the rime is 
come and ye shah be delivered this blessed night; so rejoice ye in 
the prospect of peace and gladness,*' When they heard these 

words, they fell to whining with the whining of dogs,-And 

Shahr^d perceived the ^wn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say . 
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She reeumed* It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
Abdullah bin Faiil said to his brother^ "Rejoice ye in the 
prospect ot comfort and gbdness.'' And when they heard his 
wor^ they fell to whining with the whining of dogs, and rubbed 
thdr jowls against his fi»t, as if blessing him and humbling them' 
selves before him. He mourned over them and took to stroking 
their backs till supper time; and when they set on the trays lie 
bade the dogs sit. So they sac down and ate with him from the 
tray, whilst his officers stood gaping and marvelling at bis eating 
with dugs and all said, "Is he mad or are his wits gone wrung? 
How can the Viceroy of Bassorah city, he who is greater than a 
Wasir, eat with dogs? Knoweth he not that the is unclean?*" 
And they stai^ at the dogs, as they ate with him as servants cat 
with thdr lords,’ knowing not that they were his brothers; nor did 
they cease staring at them, till they had made an end of eating, 
when Abdullah washed his hands and the dogs also put out thdr 
pawsand washed; whemipon ah who were present be^ to laugh 
at them and to marvel, saying, one to ot^r, "Never in our lives 
saw we dogs eat and wash Adr paws alter eating!" Then the 
dogs sat down on the divans beside Abduhah, nor dared any ask 
him of this; and thus the case lasted till midnight, when he dis¬ 
missed the attendants and by down to sleep and the dog^ with 
him each on a couch; whereupon the servants said one to other, 
"Verily, he hath kin down to sleep and the two dop arc lying 
with him.” Quoth another, ‘‘Since he hath eaten with the dogs 
from the same tray, there is no harm in their sleeping with him; 
and this is naught save the fashion of madmen.” Moreover, they 
ate not anything of the food which remained in the tray, siying, 
" 'Tis unclean.” Such was their case: but as for Abdull^ ere h^e 
could rKt' nk, the earth clave asunder and out rose Sa'idah, who said 
to him. ”0 Abdulkh, why hast thou not beaten them this night 
and why hast thou undone the coHara from their necks? Hast thou 
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acted on fhi's wise per^'eisely and in mockery of my cotnmand-' 
ment? But 1 wUi at once beat thee and spell thee into a dog like 
them." He replied, '"O my lady, I conjure tkee by the graving 
upon thf* seal-ring of Solomon David-son (on the twain be peacelJ 
have pwienoe with roe till I tell thee my cause and after do with 
me what thou wilt." Quoth she, “Say on " and quoth he.’The 
reason of my not pimisfing them is only this* The Kmg 01 urn' 
kind* the Commander of the Faithful, the Caliph Harun al-Rashid, 
ordered me not to beat them this night and took of me oaths and 
covenants to that effect; and he saiuteth thee with the salam and 
hath committed to me a mandate under his own hand, whi^ he 
bode me give thee* So I obeyed his order for to obey the Com- 
mander of the Faithful is obligatory; and here is the m^date. 
Take it and read it and after work thy will. She replied, Hither 
with it!" So be gave her the letter and she oppied it and rrad as 
fallows, “In the name of Allah, the Compassionating, me Com- 
passionate! From the King of mankind, Hanm al'Rashjd, to the 
daughter of the Red King, Sa'idah! But, after. Venly, this man 
hath forgiven his brothers and hath waived hisclaim against them, 
and we have enjoined thim to reconciliadoin. Now, when rrcon' 
ciliacion rvileth, retributioti is remitted, and if you of Jinn 
contradict us in our ooraroandmcnts, we will contnuy you m youra 
and traverse your ordinances; but, an ye obey our bidding and 
further our orders, we will indeed do the like with yours. Where' 
fore I bid thee hurt them no hurt, and if thou b^cve in Allah 
and in His Apostle, it behovcth thee to ob^ and us to com' 
mand.^ So an thou spare them, ! will requite thee with that 
whereto my Lord shal! enable me; and the token of obedience is 
t-liaf thou remove thine enchantment from these two men, so they 
may come before me to-morrow, free. But an thou release ^cm 
not, I wffi release them in thy despite, by the aid of Almighty 
All^." When she had read the letter, she said, *'0 Abdullah, I 
will do nought till I go to my sire and show him the mandate of 
the monarch of mankind and return to thee with the answer in 
haste.*' So saying, she signed with her hand to the earth, which 
clave open and she disappeared therdn, whilst Abdullah's heart 
was like to Qy for joy and he said, “Allah advance the Com* 
mander of the Faithful!" As for Sa'idah, she went in to her 
father: and, acquainting him with that which had passed, gave 
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him the Caliph’s letter, which he kissed and laid on hk head. 
Then he read it and understanding its concents said, "O my 
daughter, verily, the ordinance ot the monarch of mankind 
obligeih us and his commandments are effectual over us, nor 
can wc disobey him; so go thou and lekase the two mm forth¬ 
with and say to them, *Ye are freed by the miercession of the 
monarch of mankind.’ For, should he be wroth with us, he would 
destroy us to the last of us; so do not thou Impose on us that 
which we arc unahle." Quoth she, '*0 my f ather, if the monarch 
of mankind were wroth with us, what could he do with us?”; and 
quoth her sire, ”He hath power over us for several reasons. In 
die first place, he is a man and hath thus prc'eminence over us^; 
secondly he is the Vicar of Allah; and thirdly, he is constant in 
praying the dawn-prayer of two bows”; therefore vnere all the 
tribes of the Jinn assembled together against him from the Seven 
Worlds they cCFuId do him no hurt. But he, should he be wroth 
with us would pray the dawn-prayer of two bows and cry out 
upon us one cry, when wc should all present ourselves before him 
o^dicntly and be before him as sheep before dm butcher. If he 
would, he could cotomand us to quit our abiding'places for a 
desert country wherein we might not endure to sojourn; and if he 
desired to destroy us, he would bid us destroy ourselves, whero 
upon we should destroy one another. Wherefore we may not div 
obey his bidding for, if we did this, he would consume us with 
fire nor could we flee from before him to any asylum. Thus is it 
with every True Believer who is persistent in praying the dawn- 
prayer of two bows: his commandment is effectual over us: » 
ne not thou the means of our destruction, because of two mortals, 
but go forthright and release them, ere the anger of the Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful fall upon us.” So she returned 
duUah and acquainted him with her father s words, saying, 
for us the hands of the Prince of True Believers and his 
approval for us,” Then she brought out the tasse^ and n^g it 
with water, confured over it and uttered words which might not 
be understood; after which she sprinkled the dogs with the 
saying, ”Quit the form of dogs and return to the shape ot 
men!" ^Tiereupon diey became men as before and ^e spell of me 
enchantment was loosed from them. Quoth they, I testify that 
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there is ni> god but the God end I testify that Mohammed is the 
Apostle of God!" Thai they fell on dieir brothers and 
hands, kissing them and beseeching his forgivetiess: but he said, 
“Do ye lorgive tne:" and they both repented with sincere re- 
pentaiioe, saying, * *'\’eriiy, the dam ned Dexiil lured us and covetise 
Eluded us: but our Lord hath requited us after our deserts, and 
forgiveness is of the sign s of the noble' And they "went on to 
supplicate their bro^ and weep and profess repentance for that 
which had bctallen him frum them'. Then cjuoth he to 
"What did ye with my wife whom 1 brought from the City of 
Stone?" Quoth thej', "When Satan tempted us and we cast 
thee into the sea. there arose strife between us, each saying, 1 
will have her to wife. Now when she heard these wo^ and 
beheld our contention, she knew that we had thrown thee into the 
sea; so she came up from the cabin and said to us. Contend not 
beause of me, for I will not bekne to eitber of you. My husband 
is gone into the sea and 1 will follow him. So saying, she cast 
herself cfverboaid and died/' Exclaimed Abd ullah , ^In very sooth 
she died a martyrif But there is no Maje^ and there is no 
Might save in Alhh, the Glorious, the Great!" Then he wept for 
her with sore weeping and said to his brothers, "it was^not well 
of you to do this deed and bereave me of my wife." They 
answered, "Indeed, we have sinned, but our Lord hath requited 
us our misdeed and this was a thing which AUah decreed unto us, 
ere He created us," And he accepted their excuse; but Sa'idah 
said to liira, "Have they done all these things to thee and wilt 
thou forgive them?" He replied, "O my sister, whoso hath power* 
and spareth, for Allah's reward he prepareth." Then said she, 
"Be on thy guard against them, for they arc traitors;’’ and fare' 

welled him and fared forth.-And Shahraaad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

IShtn it bias the Ihunbreh anb 4£ightF’^^hrnth 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abdullah, 
when Sa’idah warned him and blessed him and went her ways. 
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passed che rest or die night with his brothers and on the morrow, 
he them to the Hamniam and dad each of them, on his 
coming forth, in a salt worth a hoard of money. Then he called 
for the tray of food and they set it before hiiD and he atCj he and 
his brothers. When b's attendants saw the twain and knew them 
for his brothers they saluted them and said to him, “O our lord, 
AUah give thee j(^ of thy reunion with thy dear brothers I 
^A^ere liave dxey been this while?" He replii^, ‘It was thev 
whom ye saw in the guise of dogs; praise be to Allah who Lata 
deliver^ them from prison and gnevous torment!" Then he 
carried them to the Divan of the C^ph and kissing ground before 
Al'Rashid wished him continuance of honour and fortune and 
surcease of evil and enmity. Quoth the Calinh, "■Welcome, O 
Emi r Abdullah! Tell me what hath befallen thee." And ijuoch 
he, "O Commander of the Faithf 1 (whose power Allah increase!) 
when I carried my brothers home ta my lodging, my heart was at 
rest concerning them, because Uiou hadsi pledged thyself to their 
release and 1 said in myself, 'Kingi; fail not to attain aught for 
which they strain, inasmuch as the divine favour aideth them/ So 
I took off the coUars from tbdr n^k:, putting my crust in Allah, 
and ate with them from the same nay, which when my smte saw, 
they made light of my wit and said each to other, ‘He is surely 
mad! How can the governor of Bassonih who is greater than the 
Waait. eat with dogs?^ Then they threw away what was in the 
tray, saying, ‘We will not eat the dogs’ ores.' And they went on to 
befool my reason, whilst I heai'c th^ words, but returned them 
no reply because of their unknowing that the dogs were my 
brothers. When the hour of sleep came, I sent them away and 
addressed myself to sleep: but, ere I was ware, the earth clave m 
sunder and out came Sa'idah, the Red King’s daughter, enraged 
against me, with eyes like lire/' And he w'ent on to relate to the 
C^'ph all what had passed between him and her and her father 
and how she had transmewed his brothers from canine to human 
form, adding, “And here they are before thee, O ^mmander of 
the Faithful!" The Caliph looked at them and seeing two young 
m«m like moons, said. “Allah requite thee for me with good, 0 
Abdullah, for that thou hast acquainted me with an advantage’ I 
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knew not! Henceforth, Iru^hallah, 1 will never leave to pray 
these two'bow orisons before the breaking of the dawn, what while 
1 Utc/* Then he reproved Abdullah's brothers for their 
transgressions gainst him and they excused themselves before 
the Caliph, who said, "Join hands^ and forgive one another and 
Allah pardon what is past!" Upon which he turned to Abdullah 
and said to him, “O Abdullah, make thy brothers thine assistants 
and be careful of them." Then he charged them to be obedient 
to their brother and bade them return to Bassorah after he had 
bestowed on them abundant largesse. So they w'cnt down from 
the Galiph's Divan whilst he rejoiced in this advantage he had 
obtained by the action aforesaid, to wit, persistence in praying two 
inclinations before dawn, and exclaimed, "He spake truth who 
said, 'The misfortune of one tribe fortunetb another tribe/”® 
On this wise bclel it to them from the Caliph: but as regards 
Abdullah, he left Baghdad carrying with him his brothers in all 
honour and dignity and increase of miality, and fared on till they 
drew near Bassorah, when the notables and chief men of the place 
came out to meet them and after decorating the city brought 
them thereinto with a procession which had not its match and all 
the folk shouted out blessings on Abdullah as he scattered 
amongst them silver and gold. None, however, took he^d to his 
brothers: wherefore jealousy and envy entered their hearts, for all 
he entreated them tenderly as one tenders an ophthalmic eye; but 
the more he cherished them, the more they redoubled in hatred 
and envy of him: and indeed it is said on the subject, 

"I'd win gpod will of every one, buf whoso eaviea me * Will not be won on 
any wist and makes mine oihee liard: 

How gain the gree of envious wight who etTveteth my good, * When nau^t 
wiU satiiry him save to *re my good go mirr'dr' 

Then he gave each a concubine that had not her like, and eunuchs 
and servants and sbves w'hite and black, of each kind forty. He 
also gave each of them fifty steeds all thoroughbreds and they got 
them guards and followers; and he assigned to them revenues and 
appointed them sokle and stipends and made them his assistants. 


^ ArIj. '"Mmifahtth'* whtrli^ t hmt wU, ncrrct far am ihaklnff TiAndi^ ifnJ ertentU 
viiie iHc (Mimq uf the fi^l hmnciA to ^arh atlicT widfiniC 

iqiiccdng the flngcn and liken nlsc the litxtrr ra ihe fcHneh^id; Pltgttmzig^c 3:3^, hu 
been qiiPtTEl.^ 

’ Eqiuvalent W oar tbaut an ill wiiid^ etc. 



AbDUU-AH BEN FaZIL AND HiS BftlOTMEES, 54j 

63 .ying to them. ‘’O my brothers, I aiwi you are equal and there 

is no distinction between me and you twain,"--And Shah' 

lazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 


^tti tt toarf lie ^ine mib CistiJP’tis&ttr 

She continued. It hath reached me; O auspicious King, that 
Abdullah assign^ stipends to his brothers and made them bis 
assistants, saying, “O my brothers, I and you are equal and there 
is no distmetion between me and you twain, and after AHab and 
the Caliph, the commandment is mine and yours. So rule you at 
Bassorah in my absence and in my presence, and your command- 
ments shall be effectual; but look that ye fear Allah in your 
ordinances and beware of oppression, which if it endure depopu- 
bteth; and apply yourselves to iusticf:, for justice, if it be pro¬ 
longed, peopkth a land. Oppress not the True Belicv^, or they 
wiir curse you and ill report of you wiU reach the Cahph, where¬ 
fore dishonour will betide both me and you, Gk) not therefore 
about to violence any, but whatso ye greed for of the goods of the 
folk, take it from my goods, over and above that whereof ye have 
need; for ’ris not unknown to you what is handed down in the 
Koran of prohibirion versets on the subject of oppression and 
Aliah'gift^ is he who said these couplets. 


‘Oppnasicxi ambusheth tn sprite of tnan * Whom naught witWioldeth save 
the Ude of migbi: 

The 5 dgc shall Apply his wits to 3.yght * UntU bcbtttn^ tiutc diKccc his 
sights 

The ton^e of Wisdom wtweth in the heart; * And in his mouth tjie tongue 

of Foolish wight , r . i ±. u 

Who at ocraaijii's call la f lp t power to me * la slain by feeblest who woujci 

glut his spite. 

A man may hide his blood and breed, bur aye * Hii deerls on darkest hiddeM 

cast a h'ght. . , 

Wights of ill straiii with ancestry as vile • Have lips which never spake 

ane word aright: . ij f j 
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And he went on to admonish his b]'r>thers and bid them to equity 
and forbid them from tyranny, doubting not but they would love 
him the better for lii^ boun of good aiunsel* anj he rdied upon 
them and honoured them with the utmost honour; but notwith' 
standing all his generositj' to them, they only wa:s6d in envy 
and hatred of him, till, one day, the two being together alone, 
quoth Nasir to Mansur, “O my brother, how long shall we be 
mere subjects of our brother Abdullah, and he in this estate of 
lordship and worship? After being a merchant, he is become an 
Emir^ and froin being little, he is grown great; but we, we grow 
not great nor is there aught of respect or degree left us; for, be- 
hold, he bugheth at us and maketh us his assistants! What b the 
meaning of this? Is it not that we are his servants and under his 
subjection? But, long as be abideth in good case, our rank will 
never be raised nor sh-ll we be aught of repute; wherefore we 
shall not fulfil our wish, except we sby him and win to his wealth, 
nor 'u'ili it be possible to get his gear save after his dpa th. So, 
when we have slain liim, we shall beooine lords and will take all 
that is in his treasuries of gems and dungs of price and divide 
them between us. Then will we send the Caliph a present and 
demand of him the government of Cuiah, and thou shalt be 
£o\T:mor of Cijfah and 1 of Bassorah* Thus each of us irh ah have 
formal estate and conditum, but we shall never effect thiit, except 
we put him out of the world! ” Answered Mansur, "Thou sayest 
isco^, but how shall we do to kill himT”' Quoth Nasir, "We will 
make an entertainment in the house of one of us and invite h™ 
thereto and serve him with the uttermost seiv^ce. Then w^^l we sit 
through tl^e night with him in talk and cd! him tales and jests and 
rare stones till his heart melteth with sitting up when we will 
spread him a bed, that he may lie down to sleep. When he is asleep, 
we will knitel urmn liim and throttle him and throw him into the 
river; and on the morrow, we will say, ‘His sister the Jinniyah 
came to him, as he sat chatting with us, and said to h i m, “O 
thou scum of mankind, who art thou that thou shouldst complain 
of me to the Commander of the Faithful? Deemest thou th at we 
dread him? As he is a King, so we too arc Kings, and if he mend 
not his manners in our regard we will do him die by the foulest of 
deaths. But meantime I 'will slay diee, that we may sec what the 
hand of the Prince of Tme Believers availeth to do," So saynng. 


* A pewf bi* eitmn c MtpOder bonhomie. 
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she cavghc him up and dave the earth and disappeared with him 
which when we saw, we ^swooned away* Then we revived and we 
reck not what is become ot him.' And saying this we will ^d to 
the Caliph and tell him the case and he w'Ul invest us with the 
govemment in his room. Alter awhile, we will ^d him a sump' 
tuous present and seek of him the govemment of Cufah, and one 
of us shall abide in Bassorah and the other in Cufah, So shall 
the land be pleasant Ui us and we will be down upon the True 
Believers and win our wishes," And quoth Mansur, Thou coxin* 
sellest well, O my brother," and they agreed upon the inuither. 
So Nasir m ade: an entertainment and said to Abdullah, * O my 
brother, verily I am diy brother, and I would have thee hearty 
my heart thou and my brother Mansur and eat of my banquet in 
my house, so 1 may boast of thee and that it may be said. The 
Emir Abdullah hath eaten of his brother Nasir's ^^est meal; 
when my hcarc will be solaced by this best of boons. Abdullah 
replied, "So be it, O my brother: there is no distinction between 
me and thee and thy house is my house; but since thou invitest 
me, none refuseth hospitality save the churl. Then he turned to 
Mansur and said to him, "\V Qc thou go with me to thy broth^ 
hJasir’s house and we ivill eat of his feast and heal his heart? 
Replied Mansur, "As thy head liveth, O my brother. I will not 
go with thee, unless thou swear to me that, artcr thou comcsi 
forth of brother Nasir's house, thou wilt enter my house and eat 
of my banquet! Is Nasir thy brother and am not I thy brother? 
So, even as thou hear tenest his heart, do thou hearten mine. 
Answered AhduUah, ‘There is no harm in that: with love and 
gladly gtee! When I come out from Nasir’s house. I wilt enter 
thine, for thou art my brother even as he." So he kissi^ his 
hand and going forth of chc Divan, made ready his feast. On the 
morrow, Alidullah took house and repaired, with his brother 
Mansur and a company of his of&cers, to Naair’s house, where 
they sat down, he and hlansur and his many. Then Nasir set 
the trays before them and welcomed them; so they ate and drank 
and sat in mirth and merriment; after which the trays and the 
platters were removed and they washed their hands. They pa^d 
the day in feasting and winc'd rinking and diversion and delight 
till nightdall. when they supped and prayed the sundown prayers, 
and lie night orisons; after which they sat amveraing and ca¬ 
rousing, and Nasir and Mansur fdl to tdiing stories wbTst Ab¬ 
dullah hearkened. Now they three were alone in the pavilion. 
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cbe of the company bdng in another place, and they ceased 
not to tell auips and tales and rare adventures and anecdates, till 
Abdulbh 5 heart was disstdvcd within him for watching and ^eep 

overcame him.--And ^tahra^ad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


I9ficn It biad the ^ine il^unbrtb anb CishtF-ninth .^ishh 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Abdullah was a-wearkd with watching and wanted to sleep, they 
also lay beside him on another cou^ and waited till he was 
drowned in slumber and when they were certihed thereof they 
arose and kndt upon him: whereupon he awoke and seeing them 
kneeling on his breast, said to them, ‘^What is this, O my 
brothers?" Cned they, "We are no brothers of thine, nor do 
we know thee unmannerly that thou art! Thy death is become 
better than thy life." Then they gripped him by the throat and 
throttled him, till he lost liis senses and abode without mocioii; so 
that they deemed him dead. Now the pavilion wherein they were 
overlooked the river; so they cast him into the water; but. when 
he fell, Allah sent to bis aid a dolphin* who was accustomed to 
come under that pavilion because me kitchen had a window that 
gave upon the stream; and, as often as they slaughtered any 
beast there, it was dieir wont to throw the r^use into the river 
and the dolphin came and picked it up from the surface of the 
water; w'hereforc he ever resorted to me place. That day they 
had cast out much offal by reason of the banquet; so the dolphin 
ate more than of wont and gained strength. Hearing the splash 
of Abdullah's fall, be hasten^ to the spot, where he saw a son of 
Adam and Allah guided him so that he took the man on bis back 
and crossing the current made with him for the other bank, where 
he cast his burthen ashore. Now the place where the dolphin 
cast up Abdullah was a well-beaten highway, and presently up 
came a cara\an and finding him lying on the river bank, said, 
"Here is a dtuwned man, whom the river hath cast up;" and the 
travellers gathered around to gaac at the corpse. The Shaykh of 
the caravan was a man of worth, skilled in all sciences and versed 


^ Anb. 'THrilP=fhe Gr^ liter luse^ting; the writer hod md of 
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in the mystery of medicine znd, withal, sound of judgments so 
he said to thOT, “O folk, what is the newsr' They answered, 
■'Hoe is a drowned man;"' whereuwn he went up to Abdullah 
and examining him, said to them, "O folk, there is life yet in this 
young man, who is a person of condition and of the sons of 
the great, bred in honour and fortune, and Inshallah there is 
still hope of him." Then he took him and clothing him in dry 
clothes wanned him before the £re; after which he nursed him 
and tended him three days’ march till he re:\'iv£d; but he was 
passing feeble by reason of the shock, and the chief of the caravan 
proceeded to medicine him with such simples as he knew, what 
whde they ceased not fanng on till they had travelled thirty days' 
joumey from Bassorah and came to a city in the land of the 
Persians, by name 'Auj,‘ Here they alighted at a Khan and 
spread Abdullah a lied, where he lay groaning all night and 
troubling the folk with his groans. And when morning morrowed 
the concierge of the Khan came to the chief of the caravan and 
said to him, “What is this sick man thou hast with thee? Verily, 
he disturheth us.** Quoth the chief, **I found him by the way, on 
the river'bank and well nigh drowned; and I have tended him, 
but to no effect, for he rccov'ereth not." Said the porter. Show 
him to the Shaykhah^ Ra)ihah,” **Who is this Religious? 
asked the chief of the caravan, and the door'keeper answered, 
“Tliere is with us a holy woman, a clean maid and a comely, 
called Rajihah, to whom they present whoso bath any ailment; 
and he passeth a single night in her bouse and awaketh on the 
morrow, whole and ailing ncFthing,” Quoth the chief, “D^ect me 
to her;" and quoth the porter, **Take up thy sick man. So he 
took up Abdullah and the doorkeeper forewent him, till he came 
to a hermitage, where he saw folk entering with many an ci voto 
offering and other folk coming forth, rejoicing. The porter 
in, till he came to the curtain,* * and said, “Permission, O Shaykhah 
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Rajihah! Take this sick man." Said she, “Bring him within 
die curtainand the porter said to Abdullah^ ''"Enter.*' So he 
entered and bxiking upon the holy woman, saw her to be his wife 
whom he had brought from the City of Stone. And when he 
knew her she also knew Kim and saluted him and he returned ho' 
salam. TTten said he. “Who brought thee hither?"; and she 
ans-A'ered, "When i saw that thy brothers had cast thee away and 
were contending concerning me, I threw myself into the sea; but 
my ^laykh .Al'Khhx Abu al''Abbd£ took me up and brought me 
to tlus bnmicage, where he gave me leave to neal the sick and 
bade cry in the d^, ‘Whoso hath any ailmmt, let him repair to 
the Shaykhah Rajihah;* and he also said to me, ‘Tarry in this 
hennita^ till the time betide, and thy husband shall come to thee 
here.’ oo all the sick used to flock to me and I rubbed them and 
shampoo'd them and they awoke on the morrow whole and 
sound; whereby the report of me became noised abroad among 
the folk, and they brou^t tne votive gifts, so that I have with me 
abundant wealth. And now I live here in high honour and 
worship, and all the people of these parts seek mv prayers." 
Then she rubbed him and by the ordinance of Allah the Most 
High, he became whole. Now Ai-Khizr used to come to her 
cveiy Friday night, and it chanced that the day of Abdullah's 
coming was a Tliuisday.* Accordingly, when the night darkened 
he and she sat, after a supper of the richest meats, awaiting the 
coming of Al-Khisr, who made his appearance anon and carrying 
them forth of the hennitage, set them down in Abdullah's p^ce 
at Bassorah, where he left them and went his way. As soon as it 
was day, Abdullah examined the palace and knew it for his own; 
then, hearing the folk clamouring without, lie looked forth of the 
lattice and saw his brothers crucified, each on his own cross. 
Now the reason of this was as ensueth. When they had thrown 
him into the Tipis, the twain arose on the morrow, weeping and 
sa>'ing, ‘‘Our brother! the Jinniyah hath carried off our brodierS" 
Then they made ready a present and sent it to the Caliph, 
acquainting him with these tidings and suing from him the 
government of ikssorah. He sent tor them and questioned them 
and they told him die false tale we have recounted, whereupon he 
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was exceeding wroth.' So that ni^t he prayed a twO'bow 
prayer before daybreak, as of his wont, and called upon the crihes 
of ^ Jitm, who came before him suiiqect'wue, and be questioned 
them of Abduilah i when they swore to him that none of them had 
done him aught of hurt and said, ‘"We know not what is become 
of him.*' llien came Sa’idab, daughter of the Red King, and 
acquainted the Caliph with the truth of Abdullah's case, and he 
difirnigs ed the Jinn. On the morrow, he gubjeited Nasir and 
Mansur to the bastinado dll they confessed, one against other' 
whereupon the Caliph enraged with them and cried, “Carry 
them to Bassorah and crucify them there before Abdullah's 
palace." Such was their casej but as regards Abdullah, when he 
saw his brothers crudfied, he commanded to bury dirai, dim tooli 
horse and repairing to B^hdad, acquainted the Caliph with that 
which his brathers had done with him, from first to and told 
him how he had recovered his wife; whereat Al^Rashid marvelled 
and summoning the Kaai and the witnesses, bade draw up the 
marriage^ontract between Abdullah and the damsel whom he had 
brought from the City of Stone. So he went tn to her and woned 
with her at Bassorah till there came to them the Destroyer o' 
ddights and the Severer of societies; and cKtoUed be the perfec¬ 
tion of the living, who dicth not! Moreover, O auspicious King, 
I have heard a tale anent 


* Irf, with Silitah. 
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Acquicuncc of all poAsEbte 

a/cer bitunesa tJu^tactkiJiSr , 

Ad and Tham^ J (pre-hieroric mbcti 174 
Adah^jcholanldp . . x . 41 

Adamf*=an Adamite (oppaied lo 
Jim) 

Adimal-^icik^Udt-iJct , ^ » 166 

Admiral (Ibhing for the Kjn^'t table) 
Adultery (km of ^baac bom) » - 331 

ATi^xanalic » » . * * 37 

AM (Air) va al-Kfiaih ^aath and 

OQVfliini , . ^ - 377 

Ahmad bin Abi Dvrwid (Hish Chan- 
edksf to the Abboaijlc*) * 244 

Aldaocc from Allah and vicmy are 
ncar’^ * I . . .3(7 

Alciairah^Outfti&Kitig* , 323 

Akitl-Hljhiiiah» eating dccoronalr 337 
Akka«*Acrr . » . = - 19 

Allj^di^k^Eothy feneremEy . 150^208 

AllmahUk^at thy Imurc > ibS 

AU will not be wife well« t will be 
the woeoc fnr hiiii. 1^3 

AiLah (will mako no way for the tnS- 
dida over the True Rehrwcri) . 16 

(J te4c rrfnge with) 35 

—— (he wai jeahnia fiir Almi^tyV 104 
“(I fejtr Him b reaiiect of"! 
tm gEvremed by Hitn in my 
deahngawith) , » » . 123 


fAOK 


Allah (pardon thee^n ihowing that 
the ipcaher dare nor beheTO in 


another'i tale) . • * ■ 

. 1S4 

—~ (the Powder) > 

. 166 

-' (for the love df) * . i 

. no 

-^ (K*rfm "GEid is boimriful) 

. 167 

--(grant tbw grace—pardon 


thee) . - - - p 

. m 

-(Tastnrak “ndU veil thee) 

. 309 

- (sole Sden t of the Bddcn things 

be extoUedl . « * • 

p 311 

-- (raited the kcaTtm without 

columns) « « , p 

p 324 

Almlt-Gr-Aiiamai . * 

. 315 


Aleea ^well appredaiod In Kaatcm 
medidne) . * » . ^ 100 

-(the fineat watd fiar makidi 

Nadd) . . - . ,150 

■^AmaWaetian^ opcraiioii (applied 
to dfi^a^ M-J , , , - 274 

Amb ( Afnen) ^ be It 1 * # 13t 

Anrnii loka m *alnyl 5 a=cither to 
thee (the gain) or upon thee (the 
lou) «,,..* I) 
Amr fAU) =- aMtimindp matter, 
afTair 67 

Analphabetic Amtn < « . « 116 

An^ek (tuking precedrae in the 

order of created beings) . . 31 

-Animals (haFc nn fe^r of man) , I8l 

Anti (■ destructive power in mpk 
dimaroi) . , - * . 46 

Anyib {pL of Nib) ==^Lru±ee teeth » 140 

A'fib ^^dwellen: in the Dcspt 193 

^Adah (AS-) frsiittcr town between 

Egypt and Fokidne - * * 2^6 

'Atkhah *arbqqT| cte . « . tl9 

AriThmoiogy (enDibnrtia ta Arabte 
for the T-uch of the higher numer- 
altj - - - p ! 23 

Alir^tracm . ^ - 255 
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Auf Laviah wa Layiab. 


A-Shsri/ dnu —aix rhou a nfifcle f 
"Atiah ~aiii«ing . , . r 

'A-^ "Pcniuntown Kik:h(?3 . p iH? 

Awilc^pLorUtiT^bi^.p- * - 216 

^Awiiluk HbuckkbcpQ£3p mUca . 263 

Aii'u hKk¥eii£ Ehin Ivftin tAiMn ItS 

Atm Ik dfcfi seiuedT ''migluT 
finc^) . - - , ■ ^ 

A^l* of 

MiAniJiir . . . < ^ 


Eli »<gatr» ac^ ^xomcriniPi Toe a 
fCpvJchtal ci^^J ♦ , r , 23^ 

Badlik KunuzfTjJ] ■Ftcufare-niiC • 
6A«h[liii o( Noijity (<ii|tp»ed to the 
Uhtqiiity of the W0fiiJ) j ■ - 13 

BaKi iJ'^Pin ibn Shaddii.d (jmige 
Adimcitc GeneraJ yiulcr ^^auik) 13 
BilijmAh -«b1at:k catik ^ . 71 

Eakhkluimii inevtod > 233 

Eakhihiah {to nuJbt a btLikoLan'i 

qiouch water) ^ . . . lli 

Qartaur —BenWd . * ^ . 6 

Bumabb KSJE>'ixi^« Bumillih ■ ^ I 

Bitirihh*=ra* iiwwTt p . . IJ9 

Bath («ttkt k a-tmFJtinc ■tmniiif 
an chjt waior) , . , |4fl 

BeJbftstnxhcTtc^grtarfypeipeetrf 215 
(popular fotto of} - 1+5 

Btthr Barefoot (Bui aacetic) k . 21 

Breutiu odltkn ^laaccJr ^2, 55, 63, 

IS6,155, m,m5, m. 

Breckro (fw Idnofolklf , - , 

- - (of trtnit ami bredirBii oi 

Kck-ty vfncodi and acquaint- 
Aiieea) . . .. . 75 

Bunts "Icind of tifcc . , ^ 71 

Huffnli;i "bqfiif k ftau f f) - - 

BuUk ed- quoted ... IS5 

BiuQtng (a roret ucc of Hell-lire^ i5B 


Mu^taaid (A 1 -) - ^ .229 

MutawakkU {Al-J ^ . 2 ^ 

Mu^^fki {Al) . . . , 

Cireleaincu of the ltwy-tell& . + 

Carpet (1« km come to the Kingb 

-before iJie Kifliff as ttfew) ^ 110 

Carpet-room ^Throjic-Tociii . « 121 

GtadeJ (eonurm tht FaEare) . ^ 102 

'"Cbdi” (mi "boaril“* for playtii|£ 
ehenj ....*. 309 


Ckthins arul do^tiqr - - - 

CIcHJi fliun^ ovtJ the dooc of i bath 

thoaf that women ire hoilubg} « 153 

Coffee (mention of probably doe to 
the jcribeji , . . . I 4 t 

' fit* me/iiMn tbow* a eotnpaia^ 
iivdy late date) . * . ^5 

^(.bme to my amra, my diaht 
aequaktanCe*^ . . . ^ iTf 

CiQiad«n»f (vea^in® on obrnrity) ^ I 7 j 
Confution (ukvbHl in the unJj^ 
vdnpcd mkJ of man) . - 73 

Contract (arthdj betweBi t^naalor 

and gnrseouki3e£3 1 - 170 

CfJTf i n [boa a piior rigiit to marry 

a ciituin} , , . . . 215 

Cowardice of the Fellah fhow to be 
cored) ^ » . . . » 5 

Gaft (many yiamt* for, coEmeCted 

With Arabic) - , . . 13B 

CrcACPOo IWn flochin® , * - 7t 

Creaeeiit of til* Ircatfait-ftte* . 250 

Cruelty (tht myatery of captained 
cunly by a lav witknje a Law- 
ipver) , . * . * , 37 

Curiaifi (acrecni a feveTend manan 

from the akhtof mjeo-tnealiJa) 347 

DlitAH =cirele, incittHite . - 237 

^ - - Cfora badn surrounded hf 

hilJi) ^ ^ 

Dindln (mcmatreoj ftib) , - 179 

Dirffl •iilphjn . . . _ - * 346 

Dawi ^Tncdkme {for a dcpilauaT^)» 155 

Dawit ^wooden mk-^rasc mtk reed- 
pern 123 

Day (when wealth aroilech not) _ % 16 

- -(ye fhall be aavocl from IT* 

misery) - . * . - 215 

DayyiU *if tol - - * 297 

iMta (of dead pareuta; sacred to 
tkcciiilireo) . , 311 

Delicacy of the female skin * » 31t 

Dcmocniey of dcij»tiim , , , 94 

Devil (allHwai to ffc^ about the 
world and reduce maAkind) - 62 

Diamond fiticuftiniof very andml 
date) . . . . - * 325 

Diaphoj'ou* C* of the abatedtent 

ufad»u) * 1+5 

Din al-a'ta^ “the perre™l faith . 11 

Binir ^derutui^ (description of tme) 294 
Diuda (fanciful onprt of the word) lOi 
Bon Juan qooccJ . - 

Drowning (a martyr* djM.ih) . 156 
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Dukl^ »4tri{)kc (nrcaiiing (otiatm 
fof ^:ht Chibocilc)! IS® 

mUh ^^ItTwhtsli buttftrj'i 
bcicrd ^ . * * * - 

Dur^r of idoli . i - * . ^ 

Dait'itii.ih “wkLrljKwl _ _ - 93 

Eoitt tdcnnnta£>Di ftf tht Bime} 

ElTirtkc^ trvtiror tkc EiAtstn •Mjf- 

idkr . - . iW 

Emin the wiU Arnh *"Phr- 

lartfli) ..-*■- 

Eown* ihido her l?w UJiilw hw 
dflik) . . . - . 8 

Epbtub WTtlMJiit proirfcfiui - 
Eupheni^uc vpoArh , * 

Eupbuiatif! jpeech . « ^ 

EuthwAsiB Hiiiii aiwiitherlci i 90 

*'Etc ef the Mcdit" {^or wickfit- 
<kicif) . , . , . 32) 

Eit» {n*inilc Iwi rniM “ 

nfiOf pLeaiSMii me:) . « « 


FjiMii (riw, Roti ha i^r t*! huttcrj 
congcDcn ef chc irIc) ^ 

Fkt tnMEQiiKiMil aJfltf Sunn^Ja b*- 
tMix j^Hgfiji^ wjtli An) . 1 ^ 

Fuwin Salh J-^kbyitn fPif^ N.) ^ 
P 7 jit(r+ Durtg of ChililfM , I ^ 

FuwaIi ^imimu ... 

FiJulum Riid pndctittiutiiYn - 

F*fc dn 4 Freewill . . - 8 ^ 

Fiih (Al*l biD Kbmkin CWi exwn- 
panion) ^ ^ ^ 

FA^ibrnh {pfHtronnci&i tst Buke Rn 

a ^.ujJi ent IhndiiaQ'^ * 138 

FciLxh h i I f- h ifljlffl an. ^ 

FeUah chaff , . . . . B 1 

Fiftgcfi {name* of} . . t - 

Fid jin ^^egj-ihcll cup for cpiffee 
Ftriiui —PBraiiiw ■ / ' ' 

Fire^Hdil ^honrt i>f twciiles) ■ ^ 

"Forcible calrth feeble'* . . 1^9 

Fat^afiB (forpm^droacy) . - 3 ^^ 

Frtcifoia (granted eo i iJ*tc for tlie 
take of rewaiil from Allah) » 
FamigqtHKB tii* eatordUc demora, 

Ettl ^ ♦ ' , * * ^ 

Furit »Eitphrerej* (dErTvalionoXtbe 

t inm ft) . - b - « 

Fdt^ 307 

Fraayi; bin (^6 uieetlc) 21 


Gate (of war tirpenci!> 1® 

(of HcaTen arc 231 

voi- DL 


6acc» t*but daring FridajriflcTOrion) 2S9 
Ghalyua «>^tknTk . , ' . ’ 

Ghaj^liih =- gatelle (m fixve^gidV 
jumc) , . . ‘ 

GllUfb(Aj->“«rctpm|iC»ei future 2\A 
QbjLE^-WCKld - 27 

<jlidL| *imn oplkr . . ■ - 311 

ffitAU (w!k*c ht^a oaoc may Ul 
bhiE AiUh) .... 
Ghurbab (AL.) Ktiibab ""Trairel 
bTrawli^" , , . . 257 

Gift n* for buTi who . 22J 

Godrva (cik Arab of the wrong «aft) TAX 
Good newt, tniMlah -a *U right 

with thee? . 224 

Goimi (At^ Harttal) . - - Ifi^ 

GnimdiStical dfiobk OFitcHiife tn 

Green garb (dkriitfuuhlns mai^ of 
M-mir) b . . . ^ 324 

Gdadaialara ^Waiif jlr-Khar (af 

iiuiig3 . , . ■ . . 10 


Haalpf WA TAifai^mjr fore mini 
Icath . . » * - 

HjOfoiah-thcr niild. the geaiU 

(ftmj .,--*• 
Haloinmu =draw near ipluTn} 
HflPiadin (town In Fenian li4k) . 
iloimd (Icffl. HtinldiiJi} ^ ptaSse- 
wonhy, satkface&ry 
HajouI «rgcHJird . . . - . 

Hatltini *™e who Kves on unUwhd 
^ ' 
Hul al-JalT -particle forcraLlig 
ihc abliqtic MJCt mode of thitaH- 
ingt litmbns^ . , . - 

Kiuki yod ihail see , . . 

Hznin ii-RnilijAl (all jK*!t} i » 

-'(mid sn bovcptayeii 

evrrr day a huoiired bow%) 

HIsbbnf =^fo*cadant d" 

llAtcifi (baitTo eO . « . 

|l£wi ■*ScrpwfttHcbarTiief .* 
HifAr Ab&neb from the) 

Htiul <AL) al-Akfll-Outer Hind 
n?r indti r . - - ■ 

Honey {inmdc for rhe delighn d the 
WoHd) . . ■ ■ ’ ; 

Mmim (the WoJjr of Allah =Ka* 
■bah) .... 

Hulwdn *|.miftih-denW i tHm 

Huwayni iAV) -iww dtawiit^s near 
Miul now morbg away 


299 

2 «i 

44 

111 

7b 

16 S 

147 


272 

14 

17 

m 

24 

19 

5b 

n 

11 b 

64 

178 

113 

m 
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AtF Layl^ii wa Laylak. 


IiLii . 3^ 

Ibo Hundun (triMnietH of poetrjr 
uid Vu4of7) - * . 

Iba ^ - 114 

Ibrftlum o( MemuI . h - - 304 

'Irk-root* also ipfigj twi» i - ISI 

libk *sstn (ia The l?f |ikEonic 


kirt) . * F . 

. * 250 

Iitaiu »}iave *omt tKome 

. 25S 

bdri^eb^Ablcnm . 

. . SO 

---t-froewiil) F 

, . 83 


jAiixruH (pt vf JjibWj) 109 

--(=«»«nuit«iw) 333 

jAWt-mountaiA BjOTiitaia- 

fyiii< UJuid) . I F ■ 4 3L5 

Jih^btg^ inboiiT cJi^itY - * ^^4 

jaliihn (pL of JuibiaJ ^icutc, io- 

JiItEikak-G^lUckni . . , 156 

Juiiiir ffor Zanijir) *d«iEin 309 

aL Khulii *idic EtoiuJ 
dea - , 4 . . ^4 

Jufrlik {pL of <fw 

ificm ^ ^ 13 

Jilb^ -Tftiwn * ^ , 290 

JuEU}^ii il-^BgghLilfia (Sti6 wctit) >. 21 


KkdTt at56i=Wonil*i Juni ^ 10 

KJutc Shwjf =-=nofalc ktcti - VB 

Kltayf wr AfiyiJi —wxU msd m bkhI 

^ .k. ^ ■ $4 

Khirjur (of middle) 160 

Kbitib 5*eMfditiFn . , , ^ 126 

KhizAnah (At^} -tixaflflfy - . 22 

Kinh'sh—poirktuft^leiftMlobc . 320 
ICiUjii^ (oF ui utJkitMul 'mh com- 
mendcd by publtc optnioo) * 297 

Kant Mb Mbrpclkifa ,r IP . 221 

Kiiib ■UKiti^bouk of bir-caw 110 
Komn qtioml W - * IS 

--140? ^ 16 

-OviiF «S) , p , . 33 

-- (ImL 40) - ... 19 

--^(ku.2S)- . . . . 119 

-- (tL 36; ktjf- 14; botm 39j 

bKTTiL 69; ItJcaTiu. 17) , - 166 

— (ciin, 3? , - F - IS5 

--(jpdvp) , * * F - 316 

-Cca^ 1) , ^ 317 

- -(hxvi, S5-S3) F - i 322 

-ilLia-l9) , m 

KoAduf ^Iraobioctiae * ► ^ 7 

Kuitbs ^bodi of hiicie * » , Ul 

Kutr M»r of Egypi! . - 2B6 


Kajaia =>hc tlunipc»*d . - . 213 

Kidui (pL Kawidb)=«p&t of * 
wiicT-wbecl T - - •■ 

Kiff Shurayb=■ aVn^ f.®> 172 

Kjihr:uiiinAb ^uehoa, eoHi * f 221 
KobwAh (All) ^ofee-houfc « - 2S6 

iCsllim ■iSuliifi (formub of viio^ 

monlDfl) , P , - - 324 

Kamiir al-Zemia—Moort of ihc 
Age 24? 

Ifimz KracllaafeJ tteAmro ■ 320 

iCaprdn wCaptaia ^ - . 1J9 

Kh^h >^ 111114 ^, ItTge bi« ■ 2L6 

KviiJi (AJ4i qtiiiTo^of Bi^lhdiil - 3i3 

Kiub (Al-> =^^4MimiiilTv«icsi > . 10 

K MNiahfc (tikdr convcntlanali^? . 250 

Kur=>=uppcrToam . 353 

Kiulub al^SiJih =>= Sur of die 
Momif^ . * 301 

Kjim vbcingk exlmooe 63 

K-hidin) *>^euiiach 237 

Kludiv (not Kedive)p Pnoce 119 

aijtnih ^bwenag rhe wing 
(Jefneamng oii»df gflttly) 33 

Klkiliyeb (panoQ) - « . 291 


La" ALLA ^Hiiply, bcliitjei fonorci, 
CCTTAiEily - * * - F 49 

LI bji±5 -TiD Iwrm k (yet) dooc ^ 102 

La Tsjtnn gkiybin ^wiihouT ifono- 

ihttrtrillg of j^rtCf * - f I 

1 11 ranitj ti"! «i£-^ct HOT tbyidf from 

ut . I .... - 745 

Lilians aeditg lilie the tribe of 

1jo 4, sodoidiEe * ■ - - 753 

Lejlaj ■rolling in die mouthy ttun- 
jupring . ^ * 323 

Lme qiHittd, 32* 33* 146, 16Sp 170, 171, 
lfl2, 221^ 222, m 726,239, 246, 291* 
304p 307, 

Livamiiynb (AL) t^ljerioriRee - 775 

LeyJjU jLlCibiIjii ^to-nigbi . . 771 

IJbufFA]^ =»LMinimnrw * - - 

Leg» (ibidl be bnml m Acemin diy) 253 
Uc {otily degTAdinfl if lold fbc feer 

of fdliflg flw imrii) - . ♦ 

" fiimuUdoig mitb) , * . 723 

UfiJ d'aiwzwt (m Eisipi cf»fti> - 332 

Ligbc (of fxlvarioa shirung friun dx 
fjtc af Prtiphiiti) . IT , 334 

Lijin divilid ^ilierp bit i - - ^ 

L^iimig of probibatioii . ^ - 779 
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let (thii Atff M hiiwc bra Jockj^ 
iad will thjxc with fvm) - . 32S 

cow 2 IB 

Lan "thiclp robber . ^ ■ 106 

LympK (liiiidins luthe'^Kcpfimbi** 
doctrixK) . m M 1 i 77 


MJi DJImitatjul «11Vb4t b thj 

fbrtEirte^ - . p . * 137 

Mabdi (Abb Cmliph . . . * 334 

Mi tuhartnl -fusne irateth (or hull 
awconie) etc . . . , IS6 

Mifhrlh (il>Ak^) °^rbe Land of the 
Ktriivs fon , SO 

MAhoU il-Ziiik =»seit of mt^p sea- 

AOrium . . * . 4 - tt 

MAhr**dftwiy (mode of iti jwj* 
meni} « « * * p ^ 32 

Milntewioc (of s dirorCBd woman 
dufiTiB *ldd4h) . _ . . 32 


Male child ren (a* much pniiiod aa 
ncim) , . * ^ . 3I6 

Malik (At-) aLN uIf (Stil ran SaJailiQ) 
Malixchio or Gettacura (crit eye] . 247 

Man {created after God"i likenea) . 75 

—— (I am one of them ==nc¥cr 
mifiii mr name) . . . 233 

-(of the pcoptc of Allah ■■a 

Rdlflicnu) « . . . ■ 5t 

-(hu wrong 19 ffran the longue) 305 

Mankind (lupenoe ed ihe Jieio) - 339 

Mans^ {FV* NO ^^Tfiufnphaiii: * -llO 

Ma^rifih <=aftic:ie . , . * 272 

Mariyrdam of the drownnd ♦ * 340 

Mauacre (eIm ^rmnd maj^in of Eail- 
cm aUEe-craft) < - ^ ^ IIO 

Matifik (pL of Miirak} -natgo - 22S 

Mattm'aka^llili-^Alhih permit thee 

tdi enjoy. , . « . . 12S 

Maulid =>=iutiiiir;r « « ^ - 219 

MbumI (AI-)=Ehe cenjoinKl (far 

relative pronoun w paidcle) . 272 

MEoiver —menu vak (Mm temmui) 312 
hfenstruDui dbtchai^ (made UBC of 

m m potion) . 101 

Mer-folk (refined with tKc Gr«is, 
gn^iesqub with other Hatnocs) . 169 

MeruAh (made m liar by mkcreaiaci) 15 
Mriakah *rpooii * ■ 141 

Mirackt (growing apace tn the Eut) 336 
MIsKannah ^Id gutiny^big * - I7! 

M'ukil »4hoiic three penny w^ghtt 262 
Mohammed (lent wi^ the guljiance 
and True Faith) . . . . t5 


Money (let lying with she fotk «mot 
dunned f^r) . . « - SU 

Mooo (taking in liand the itar^^ 
girl bandinf rmmd the tups) - 172 

higira (on a joumigf p mes to fcw 
irith him a new suit of clotba for 
liiE feibrak and Friday Krvtm) Si 
^ -(bound BJ dbeharjpe thedebet 

nf hiB dead parcncffl ^ . .311 

—— (lincitine igTHjret ihe dicnim 

nihilo nihil") ^ - - h3 

MoiJcms {deal kindly with reilgiEnn 
m^fidicariCi) . - - . 51 

—-* (plot aahamed of feniud 

appctiEe) . I Ik ■■ ■■ 34 

-(bound to abate Mndal* 

amongst netghbofns) . , . 9B 

--(Juuhandt among trbem 

divided into three cbiam) . 263 


Mourning (nannal tnfti of fo^ty 
days) . - - -.311 

Mubirakw blessed (a favtturite 
ajave name) . r . v - 

Mubdrakah *^he bleued (fan.) * 3 JO 
Mnhirabdi <^iking battle . * 92 

Muttiurah ^divput^ - « + 243 

MunA^nh^like (fcm.) . * » tA. 

Munkar and Nikir . . , , 163 

Mujifahah hand* ^ - 342 


Music (forbidden by MoJuunmed) . 3L 
M'D4h (Calipb) - . 246 

Mo'^taaim (AkJ bi '1Mb (CaJiph) - 232 
Mo^Bwafckii (Ai-) *aU '114h (Cdipli) iL 
Mu*tirid (Al-} hi *llih (Canph) , 229 
Mu^tazx {Al.) bi 'Hii (CiilpW . 242 
Muynnh F^fovcaJer- ... 104 


Namt ^prophet ... - 17 S 

Nafakih -lum noMsatry for the cs- 

pci»C9 Elf pdgrimoge , ► . 178 

Naimctf (nf e^ Horarian kEnd) * 215 

Kajia ^-^sneWiMitady ifflptue . - 332 

NiJeiaitu 'akiin wa din ^failirtg la 


wit and futh . . •■ * 298 

Nakkk -Fcckcr (a ftbdbuf fiah) . 184 

Nimot (appt^eJ by Allah) •. L6S 
Napoleonic pnfc (atiiEude BiTamcd 
by a ^ve) . , « . 320 

Ndsik =itt devotee . , , h 40 

Nasir (Pr. ?f*) —niumpbjng . . 310 

Nayidbur (towti in Khcwfiian) ^ OT 


Nemo rrpente fuit Turptnimua foot 
hciicvcd In by t - 91 
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Alf Laylah wa Lati-ah. 


New uiooft of tile Fddvjl —Cre^ 
cenrof tlwbrcakfist - 249,150 
NiiAh*m4%DEdye-&iuff ^ - A** 

p » 61 

Niyili (Al-) ^cermwmid Inmntkta 
oFpmyer . - p ■ ^ 

Nuld "quaere innvJtH ntK Aa&en 177* 211 
Niitf "fuiir^iidtuq 139*167 

Nufk.» pictyi aliail£t«ncf frxuii 

wonkcn . . j i « 2-41 


^^Orr-wtTii'Hti^EAD*' lEjie (not to 

be taken lireriiUy} ♦ . . 10® 

Omiir-i-Kluririm (umioamiet- 

p«ij ...... 210 

Oth^A (even he doea iu>t 
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iky or pardoa) « i » p 124 


Pnee (witiKrat ahtteenent ■irithout 
ob^tm^iig A laJige bitkhshhh) « 151 

-- {dhnU rcfoiitnl « . - ■ 362 
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Kftum) ,...#182 


^AitAw ■^Ictfee . . .Ill 

Pafik (tluE^ » with me lueh »tlu3ii 
tQuli^t wish"! cetceem thee u 
lilou djoeTTOAt} . . « 41 

--(oonfemd by * Somre^fa'i ad- 

drossing M penon with a trcle) 119 
RAa df-Killmit ^hedd of Killaut (a 
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iddim) T - " i' 

- [lewd and tteMbfioiii hf 
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Alp Layiah wa Layiah, 


TotiW]cA fill meniktn iiucrCnt hy 
lame jcrtbe) . . > 

Tew inudu, ^ libn (tP come 
UirfkiUy) . 

Tcireiu quotOkl . , , - . T74 

Tcutn putEa * . ^ 

TnrM^r ^ Tjinl al^Glwb {edjH* 
ol tbc We9C} . • « . 50 

Tfwukifirt (ilimiU be - 214 

TrtBHire (reembliiia flnE firom w 

(he lalimjiM Iwve been bowi) Jft? 
Trfbytteti qiMitwi . . 51, (i3 

Tribe {xh^ mEtfurtuise ol one fibr- 

ft^rbcf ) .... 142 

Truth i told !iO u CO be Tnorc imp- 

tive than i itr) . * ^ p 225 

T illing (pccullAT fubioit of Arib 
muiicUni widi resird id tt) 27 

Turbandi {iji£linita;g ficm the bdui- 

wp*) * if - * - f 22 * 

Turkey (Ftimre of) . ♦ - 

T^irlu (rDfinlnf the body-guard of 
the Abbuidci) .... 245 

T*iwuffijf*“be W14 TOCeiifeai (inta 
the gnoe of God) ^ . 54 

UivtLikK Lcuu] kidiiig from Bu- 
loroh ICO Ubidliib-cowfi] . « 51 

Udm , , * * 323 

UbU5 d-Kiur^tbe breaker ugEe. 6^ 
tlkiyyah [pL Avdk) *aycice » . 2lb> 

liiuffl ftJ-buil w»*i4iiJuo —morber 
ef dxughtcn ud udbi . .. 175 

Urmn kUSq'nd (1^^. N.) "Mother of 

FltBperitLei . . ^ 175 

TJminJl (pi. of “Amd «goiren»rJ , 74 

-^Unbemfeo'- . 180 

^UfinibE -^rw«n tUrk yellow liid 
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TJrb "Arie of pwrt raee. « 293 
U*ul vfarboKtXt oAcetiora. . 244 
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^■VtffEinDe Commhwa*^ (fer ibet- 
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•fwKl . p - . ♦ 182 

WoJhin tAh). J3D Pr. K. . . . 4 
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Wan$ih ■preeipiee^fiuagmirCp ett * tl 
Wisit »wHildle (Twwn of Irik 
*AribiS . , f . . d 2* 

WoU {1 «e naught bui) # hi 180 

Wcqping (over dead friudl) l 187 
WI^E (inuU doonray xt tiit ikle of 
1 gite) .1 p T . 330 

Wife (cDntrut boiwtta iridooi 
scrviJe and Tirtitom of aobic 
birth) . . . . , . jui 

Wiril (Pcrti) diidpLc . . 61 

Wiitoli (pfrtur^ with drist Andt 

hiimDuf]! . A > h d 369 

Womuikiiid (lerm aget of) - * 175 

Wf3iB£Et (id be rerpocted by the 
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Yi lUTt dftjir ffttbcf imoeE ^ W 

— ihittik^fodi . . ^ - 271 

“ biuufTi **0 dear my ion 1, .79 

— fulin -C coTuq pomn I . - 32* 

— fulijiih “Ocertainpeficfli Kfea.) ZfO 

— jihll^ %nioraQtt - ♦ . ^2 

— maollf* wQ my tordl . - 223 

TxitagybLiiiI = ihey Elko mAvmmi- 

tagr of my ibi«ooe . » 224 

Yifhrib (old ftJHi fr of ALMfidiiuiE) 177 
T«, Yei and No, No trittca t - 250 

ZArri -they conducted her fm the 
fcfw of ^tbey diipiiirtd hn"') . 265 
ZxufI (Ab) "the bow (name of 
Bighdld) . . * - I J3 

Zaynab tmd Zayd (generic hAmm 
fw wom^ and men) . « - 2S0 

lam - * ^ 

SxT-crepirui ventria . . - ^1 

24yinili will ring the Prophet^* 
(tomb) , . , p . p 173 

Zukimif "gli ctor, ditael . , - 86 

Zur ghibbafk nuid Kubbgm «pcall 

nrdy due rdeadifajp ImE faiiiy* 273 
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